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Saddam’s last-ditch plea to West 


AS THE United States and 
Britain stood on the brink of un- 
leashing air-strikes against 
Saddam Hussein, the Iraqi dic- 
tator claimed last ni g ht he was 
not trying to create a crisis but 
was pressing his case for an 
end to sanctions. 

Simultaneously in Washing- 
ton, President Bill Clinton 
seemed to offer the tiniest of 
grace periods for Baghdad, 
saying that air-strikes could 
yet be avoided if Iraq allowed 
the United Nations weapons in- 
spectors to complete their 
work. “Saddam still has it with- 
in his hands to end this crisis 
now," Mr Clinton declared. 

In his first public comments 
since the latest dispute erupt- 
ed at the start of this month. 
President Saddam said he 
would “accept positively” any 
initiative that met “these just 
and balanced demands". • 

The remarks, relayed by the 
Iraqi News Agency after a 
meeting with the Russian am- 



bassador to Baghdad, are un- 
likely to assuage the Yfest, but 
are a first acknowledgement 
that a devastotingtfteckis im- 
minent unless he cSfiplies with 

the conditions of the UN. 

However; the thrust of the 
language of Western leaders 
was as stern as evei; as a force 
of some 200 combat aircraft and 
cruise-missile carrying war- 
ships was poised in the Gul£ 


By Rupert Cornwell 

awaiting only the final order to 
attack. Other reinforcements, 
including B-52 and B-l 
bombers and a second aircraft- 
carrier group, are on their way 

Mr C&ntnn said Iraq was stfil 
trying to have sanctions re- 
moved without surrendering 
its weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, and this was unacceptable. 
“None of us can tolerate an Iraq 
free to develop these weapons 
with impunity” 

The attacks could start at 
any time. Britain and the US 
have made clear there will be 
no ultimatums, still less any 
protracted bargaining over the 
terms of a resumption of UN in- 
spections - of which President 
Saddam’s remarks last ni ght. 
could be seen as the forerunner 
Both London and Washington 
are adamant: the Iraqi delator 
has a simple chmce- either foil 
compliance or face the conse- 
quences. 

Some analysts believe strikes 
wffl begin in the next 36 hours, 
perhaps earlier; but other sig- 
nals pointed to a few days’ delay 
A White House spokesman said 
last night that President Clinton 
stiQ planned to leavefor a week- 
long trip to Asia today, adding 
that Washington wanted a 
peaceful resolution. 

A trip to the region next 
week by the Foreign Secre- 
tary, Robin Cook, was still on 
last night, but could be called 
off at any moment. The aim of 
Mr Cook's trip is to gauge 
whether Egypt and Saudi Ara- 
bia - both of whom have 

wirndfi P resident- Saddam that 

the crisis is entirety of his own 
making - could make him 
rhang g his wihul. If hostilities 
had already started, the visit 
would be pointless. 

“The Iraqis need no further 
warning;” the US Secretary of 
State, Madeteme Albright, said, 
while paying tip service to the 
notion that a diplomatic solution 



A Muslim woman raising her hands dmang Friday prayers at Gelany mosque in Baghdad, where Muslim leaders yesterday heaped curses on the United States Reuters 


was still possible. In London, 
George Robertson, the Secre- 
tary of State far Defence, said 
President Saddam had only “a 
very short period of time” left 
in which to comply. 

If not, the “inevitable” air- 
strikes would be aimed at 
crippling Iraq's military infra- 
structure, arid doing by force 
what the UN inspectors could 
not achieve peaceably. Tony 


Blair; the Prime Minister, 
warned President Saddam that 
he should not doubt “the total 
seriousness of our purpose”. 

Unfihe the previous crisis in 
February Iraq stands virtually 
isolated. Even the Russians, 
President Saddam’s alty cm the 
Security Council at that time, 
could offer no solace. Russia still 
opposes the use of force, but 

wtth T /T?vViri U faKhrng tnn m- 


sisting they have all the autho- 
risation they need for military 
action, and no prospect of an- 
other mission to Baghdad by 
Kofi Annan, the UN Secretary- 
General, such objections are 
now academic. The crisis was 
“getting beyond political con- 
trol", the Russian President, 
Bprig W»W^ in sfljd. malting riAar 

that Moscow was powerless to 
influence events. 


The majority of Arab gov- 
ernments hold President Sad- 
dam responsible for the current 
crisis; France - as exasperat- 
ed as Britain and the US with 
his reneging -is resigned to the 
use of military force; and only 
Iran has come out unequivo- 
cally in sympathy with Iraq. 

At Friday prayers in Bagh- 
dad, however; the mood was in- 
transigent As queues grew at 


petrol stations and prices of 
key commodities began to rise 
in the capital’s markets, 
preachers warned that the 
country would fight to the end, 
vowing that even America's 
might would be insufficient to 
overcome a united people 
One urged the world's 
Arabs and Muslims to declare 
war on America and its allies, 
saying: “Do not be daws in the 


hands of Jews and Americans." 

Meanwhile the 56-odd Unit- 
ed Nations staff r emaining in 
Baghdad have moved out of 
their hotels into the UN head- 
quarters building, which offers 
better protection in the event of 
air attack The State Depart- 
ment has warned American cit- 
izens around the world against 
possible terrorist attacks aris- 
ing from the crisis. 


Lib Dem rebels plot to 
thwart Labour pact 


TONY BLAIR and Paddy Ash- 
down's groundbreaking “Lib- 
Lab" deal faced a severe 
challenge last night as rebel 
Liberal Democrats launched a 
national campaign to wreck 
the agreement 

A coalition of the party's MPs, 
peers and councillors vowed to 
overturn the controversial deal 


the two leaders this week 
The new group, called the 
Campaign For liberal Democ- 
racy has set up a national net- 
work of supporters furious that 
the pact was agreed without 
any consultation. 

The leaders claimed that 
their hand had been forced by 
the revelation in yesterday s 
Independent that Labour had 

set up a “ rfety tricks unit" to tar- 
get the Liberal Democrats at 
local level The rebels said that 
the move by MBlIbank officials 

proved that Labour had a twfo- 

Irack strategy to “co-opt and kill 

off" the party with a view to 
eventual takeover 

Simon Hughes, Liberal De- 
mocrat MP for Southwark 
North and Bermondsey and 
the party’s health spokesman, 
is understood tobe backing the 
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BY PAUL WAUGH 
P olitical Correspondent 

camp aign. He said last night: 
J Ttae news of a renewed at- 
tempt by Labour to have a go 
at Liberal Democrats on the 
ground is an expected part of 
political warfare. 

“The issue it raises is 
whether the strategy of in- 
creasing national agreement is 

either appropriate or accept- 
able without both parties, by de- 
mocratic deriaoa being signed 
up to delivering it 

“My concern is that the 

party was forced into making a 

decision that may not have 

been taken if there had been a 
proper democratic process.” 

Mr Blair and Mr Ashdown 
stunned both their parties on 
Wednesday when they revealed 
the plan to widen the scopeof 
a joint cabinet committee to in- 
clude areas such as health, 
welfare reform and Europe. 

Opposition to the new deal 
was also growing last night 
among Labour MPs and, cru- 
cialty; large unions normally 
supportive of Mr Blair Itis un- 
derstood that the A EEtTs 
leaden Ken Jackson, was “spit- 


ting blood” when he heard of 
the agreement 

However; the severest test 
for the co-operation pledge will 
come from the Liberal Demo- 
crat rebel campaign, which win 
use the Internet, local party 
meetings and forthcoming na- 
tional conferences to capitalise 
on grass-roots opposition. 

The campaign's first act will 

be to try to blot* the deal at the 

party’s Federal Executive 
meeting on Monday when it will 
call for Mr Ashdown to pull out 
of the committee. 

Council leaders from Liver- 
pool Sheffield and London, 
where the fight against Labour 
is the roost bitter; will challenge 


the plan at the Association of 
T Jheral Democrat Councillors' 
conference in Birmingham 
later this month. The party’s 
student arm, Liberal Democrat 
Youth and Students, has also 
called on Mr Ashdown to justi- 
fy the move at its annual con- 
ference next week 
A party spokesman yester- 
day denied that the new deal 
had in any way compromised 
the liberal Democrats’ ability 
to oppose the Government or 
Labour councils. 


Nine die as troops fire 
on students in Jakarta 


AT least nine people were 
killed, one hundred were in- 
jured, and parts of the Indone- 
sian capital Jakarta, were in a 
state of anarchy yesterday as 
troops fired automatic weapons 
on unarmed democracy 
demonstrators. 

Last last night a truce ap- 
peared to have been agreed be- 
tween student leaders and 6Kte 
combat troops of the Indone- 
sian army who fought a series 
of battles against unarmed 
demonstrators, firing rubber 
bullets, tear gas and water 
cannons. 


BY RICHARD LLOYD PARKY 
in Jakarta 

At least three students from 
the Catholic Atma Jaya Uni- 
versity were killed in the af- 
ternoon after soldiers broke 

lip a tnawfh rvn th<=» national par- 
tiameant building by firing rub- 
ber bullets at short range. 

There were later reports 
that at least six other people 
had been killed during subse- 
quent battles. Throughout last 
ni gh t ambulances carried in- 
jured people into the city’s hos- 
pitals. 
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After dark, student demon- 
strators and locals from near- 
by slums, counter-attacked 
with petrol bombs and stones. 

Late last night a truce ap- 
peared to have been agreed. 
Speaking in a television in- 
terview, the Muslim opposi- 
tion leader, Amien Rais said: 
“The situation is chaotic. It 
looks as if we were having a 
civil war." 

The demonstrators were 
protesting about a meeting of 
the People's Consultative As- 
sembly (MPR), Indonesia's 
upper bouse of parliament, 
which concluded a four-day 
meeting yesterday intended to 
bring democracy to the country 
after the resignation in May of 
the former dictator; President 
Suharto. 

In a series of decrees, the 
MPR agreed that Suharto 
should be investigated for cor- 
ruption. that the army's role in 
politics should be reduced, and 
that dedtions should be held by 
the end of next June. 

But the students had been 
d emanding his prompt trial 
and an immediate elimination 
of the military’s guaranteed 
parliamentary seats. 
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SEEING IS BELIEVING 

Watch your monthly statements and 
see your savings grow. 
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Le Shuttle hit 


by Christmas 


strike action 


Mo Mowlam, the Secrete 
cathedral in recognition 


7 of State for Northern Ireland, receiving an honorary degree from Coventry University yesterday at the city’s 
her efforts to bring peace to the province David Jones 


MOTORISTS AND lorry drivers 
traveffing to the Continent face 
a Christmas of chaos after the 
drivers of the Channel tunnel 
shuttle trains voted over- 
whelmingly yesterday for a 
series of one-day strikes. 

Aslef, the train drivers’ 
union, said its members voted 
byfiro-to-one to strike in a dis- 
pute over pay and conditions. 
It safo 24-hour strikes would be 
held on 23 November and on 
2, 9 and 15 December. AH four 
strikes will start at one xmnute 
past midnight 

Union members voted by 
58 to 11 to take action. Aslef is 
seeking to boost pay from the 
basic of £17^00 to about £24,000 
through consolidation of pay- 
ments and the working of extra 
hours at enhanced rates. 


By Philip Thornton 
Transport Correspondent 
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The strike was condemned 
by the freight industry and one 
member of the Road Haulage 
Association said it would make 
the task of crossing the Chan- 
nel “harder than Private 
Ryan's”. 

Mick Rix Aslef’s general 
secretary said: “We deeply re- 
gret the inconvenience which 
will be caused to the travelling 
public on strike days caused by 
the intransigence of Eurotun- 
nel and their refusal to negoti- 
ate an acceptable pay award." 

Aslef said a number of dri- 
vers had joined the union since 
the dispute started so that 
most of the 99 drivers of Le 
Shuttle trains were now mem- 
bers. The strike will not affect 
the Euros tar passenger trains 
from London to Paris and 
Brussels. 

The Road Haulage Associa- 
tion condemned foe strikes, 
saying its members would lose 
milli ons of pounds in business. 
Dan Hodges, a spokesman, 
said: “The mood among our 
members of exasperation bor- 
dering on desperation. 

“It represents more signifi- 
cant and damaging losses. We 
fannot continue to have one of 
our major European gateways 
held to ransom in this way.” 
t; The Freight Transport As- 
[fpciation saidithetaboat 2,000 i 
trucks went across the Chan- 
nel each day, of which about 
half used the tunneL “This is 
a major inconvenience that 
the industry could most cer- 
tainly dowithout especially at 
what is now an extremely busy 
time of foe year," said a 
spokesman. 


“We hope they can come to 
some form of settlement with 
foe employers." 

Eurotunnel, the Anglo- 
French company that owns 
the tunnel and operates the 
shuttle trains, does not recog- 
nise Aslef but negotiates with 
staff through a company coun- 
cil. set up five years ago. A Eu- 
rotunnel spokeswoman said 
pay negotiations were contin- 
uing with the council. 

A spokesman at the De- 
partment for the Environment, 
Transport and the Regions 
said the dispute was a matter 
for Eurotunnel. 

■ Tube travellers face disrup- 
tion because of a likely strike 
by signalling workers in a dis- 
pute over alleged intimidation 
by management, a union 
warned yesterday. 

The 30 workers, who operate 
signals on London Under- 
ground's Northern Line, have 
voted to take industrial action 
after complaining they were 
being intimidated and pres- 
sured, mainly by one manager. 

Ihlks aimed at resolving the 
row broke down last night and 
the Rail, Maritime and Trans- 
port union warned that a strike 
looked "inevitable". 

“The only way this dispute 
can be resolved is by removing 
incompetent bullying man- 
agement” said Bob Crow, the 
union's assistant general 
secretary :it 

Acconfing to the union, 12 of 
the 30 signalling workers, who 
are based at Euston, have 
asked the Underground’s 
stress counselling unit for help 
this year 

The union’s executive will 
meet next week to decide on 
strikes. 


will be brighter. but still with some showers In most areas. However, most of 
these showers wHU be over north-west facing coasts and Mils and the best sun- 
shine win be found to the lee of high ground. Scotland will start mostly dowdy 
with patchy rain, but brighter, breezier weather with sunshine and showers will 
spread from the north; me showers wilt fall as snow over the mountains. 


spread from the north; me showers will fall as snow over the mountains. 

London, SC A Cent S England. E Anglia, Midlands; Cool with showery rain at 
times. Becoming drier and brighter later. A variable wind veering north-west and 
freshening later. Max temps 6-BC (43-46F). 

SW England, Wales: A cool day with sunshine and showers; these becoming 
more isolated later. A freshening north-west wind. Max temps 7-10C (45-50rj. 
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SUN * MOON 


Cha n n el h: Breezy with sunshine and showers. A fresh to strong north-west 
wind. Max temp IOC (50F). 

Com N A HE England: Generally cloudy and cool with some showery rain at 
times. A light and variable wind. Max temps 5-7C (4I-45FJ. 

NW E n gla n d, Lake Disc, fsta of Man, N Ireland: Cool with showers, but 
becoming brighter with better sunny spells later. A freshening north-west wind. 
Max temps 7- IOC (45-50FJ. 

SW A SE Scotland. Edinburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen: Cloudy with patchy rain 
gradually clearing- Becoming brighter later with sunshine and showers, the show- 
ers wintry over tne lute. A freshening north-east wind. Max temps 5-8C (4I-46F). 
MW Scotland, WAN Wes, NE Scotland: Early patchy rain will dear leaving 
sunshine and showers, the showers wiu roll as sleet and snow over the hBls. A 
freshening north-east wind. Max temps 5-8C (41-46F]. 
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Man held in hunt 
for Bristol killer 
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Low P will All as ic gradually drifts south-east. High B wfll Intensify and 
transfer northwards. 
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WEATHER LINE 


For the latest forecasts dal 0891 5009 
followed by tne two cngla for your area. 
Source: The Met. Office. Calls charged h 
5 Op per min (me VAT) 


Come Rain 
or Shine... 


OUTLOOK 


lr will become colder everywhere on Sunday with wintry showers over no r thern 
Scotland. However, me rest of the UK will be largely dry with sunny spells. Mon- 
day will see patchy rain threatening the extreme west, but elsewhere it will 
remain dry with sunny spells after overnight frosts. 


TRAVEL 

London: Adi FmeMoy Rd. From Swiss Buell 
Cottage to FoTOXta Green. Major works al la (h 
Finchley Rd Gyratory. Until 31 st Decern- raw t 

bar. Rmltt 

BoricsMm: MJ between J8/9 (Maidenhead) Brist 

and J7 l Slough). Now road layout wfih a Awn 
50mph speed tmn during Rood refcf work Norik 
Untd 3001 November. Lyrai 

Kent: M20 Between J9 Ashford (West} and mux 
J8 Maidstone. Resurfacing both ways with Until 
c o n t r a fl ow. Two lanes wirstfl be avafabie AA f 
eac* way mal linns. Urt&Zfd November. two 
CrnnbrioflMhba At between Alconbuy news 

and Haddon. Construction, bne closures non. 

and contraflow. Until 31# December. VAT). 


BucMnghamshira: M40 between JuKdons 
la (M25) & 3 (Wycombe East). Three nar- 


A ver mou th Bridgo. Until 1st January 2001. 
Narfloflc A47 HanMck Roundabout. Kings 
Lynn (Aim. Ftoadwortobetwoon iho puktver 
romdaboul and file Hardwick Roundabout. 
Until 13th December 1998. 

AA Road watch: Call 0336 401777 
far the latest local and notional traffic 
news. Source; The Automobile Associa- 
tion. Calls charged at 50p per min (Inc 
VAT). 



A GOVERNMENT helpline has 
been set up to advise pen- 
sioners on their entitlement to 
new winter fuel payments, it 
was announced yesterday. 

The poorest pensioners on 
income support will receive £50 
by the end of November Oth- 
ers will get £20 in January. The 
winter fod payments helpline 
is on 0645 151 515, and is 
manned from 8.30am to 
4.30pm, Monday to Friday, 
until March 1999. 
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A MAN aged 21 was arrested 
and questioned yesterday in 
connection with foe murder of 
Jennifer King, who was stran- 
gled after leavinga nightclub in 
Bristol. 

Miss Eng’s partially clothed 
body was found in dense un- 
dergrowth near her home in 
Warmiey on the outskirts of 
Bristol on 3 November - three 
days after she went missing 
from the dub. 

Avon and Somerset police 
said that the suspect, who was 
arrested at his home in Warm- 
, ley, was “helping with in- 
I quiries”. His car and his 
mother’s vehide were removed 
by police forensic sdence 
teams. The family and 
boyfriend of Miss King, 22, a re- 
ceptionist, have been informed 
about the development 
News of the arrest came as 


By Jason Bennetto 
Crime Correspondent 


detectives were preparing for 
a second weekend of activity 
centred on foe Chasers Night- 
club in the Bristol suburb of 
Kingswood 

Jennifer left foe dub at 
2L30am on 31 October, appar- 
ently to walk alone to her home 
20 minutes away. 

Her battered body was found 
three days later by police 
searchers in a woodland “den" 
near her home. 

The police found two dis- 
tinctive house keys in the copse 
where the body was found. 

They believe the keys may 
have been dropped by her kfflec 
Earlier this wedc they launched 
a special operation in foe 
Wannley area to attempt to fit 
the keys to a lock. 
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Open a Nationwide 
f , r ± ^ current account and you’ll find 

I 'T~~ l A Aar when it comes to bank charges, 

don’r charge for everyday services. 
Whether you need to srop a cheque or order 
an extra statement, you can do so absolutely free. 
If you need to arrange or use an agreed overdraft - 
W we won’t charge you a monthly fee for the service, 
and with our top value overdraft interest rates you're 
bound to appreciate the change. If that’s not enough, you can 


withdraw money from over 15,000 LINK machines free of charge. 

Because we are a building society we don’t have to pay dividends 
to shareholders, unlike the banks. Instead we can pass the 
benefit back to you, in the form of lower borrowing rates, 
higher rates on your balance, and long-term better value. 

Opening a current account couldn’t be easier - or make more 
sense. Simply call us 0500 30 20 11, quoting ref. FP56, 

pop in to your local Nationwide branch, or visit our website at 

www.nationwide.co.uk 
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Why hot air is stopping the world 
doing a deal on global warming 


SUCH WAS tine euphoria a year 
ago when the world communi- 
ty agreed at Kyoto on a specif- 
ic plan to tackle global 
warming, that it appeared the 
hard part was oven The past 
week in Buenos Aires, where 
4,000 officials and minist e r s 

have beat meeting to try to take 

the treaty forward, has shown 
that it has only just begun. 

Yes, there is a plan; the rich 
countries agreed that they 
would make big cuts, legally 
binding ones too, in their emis- 
sions of the industrial 
such as carbon dioxide from 
cars and power stations, which 
are causing the atmosphere to 
overheat They fervency hoped 
that the poor nations would fol- 
low suit fo due course, natural^ 

Simple enough? Not quite. 
America, the country whose 
emissions dwarf all others, 
<25 per cent of the world’s total 
from 4 per cent of the world’s 
population), exacted a very 
high price for its agreement 
in the last frenzied 24 hours of 
negotiating in the ancient 
Japanese city. 

It sought and won three spe- 
cial ways by which countries 
(read: the US) could help to 
implement their emissions re- 
ductions. 

Some think of these merely 
as loopholes in the Kyoto pact, 
and indeed they are, but they 
are officially referred to, in the 
eye-glazingly abstract jargon erf 
the dhnate-chflnge “poSce", as 

flexible mechanisms 

There are three: emissions 
trading, joint implementation 
and the clean development 
mechanism (CDM). 

They aU have this in com- 
mon: they enable the US to buy 
purely notional, on-paper re- 
ductions in its 002 emissions 
from other countries (carbon 
credits) without actually doing 
anything to effort- that a m o u nt 
of cuts in reality at home. 

With emissions trading, 
which will eventually be the 
most important one, the Amer- 
icans will be able to buy up 
these theoretical “poBution sur- 
plus” owned by countries such 
as Russia and Ukraine, whose 
smokestack economies hare 
collapsed in the 90s, leaving 
them with levels of C02 emis- 
sions already way below there*. 1 . 

duction targets that they were 
generousfy given at Kyoto. This 
pollution surplus is familiar ly 
known as hot air 

With joint implementation, 
an industrialised country can 
receive credit for the emis- 
sions cuts secured by an ener- 
gy-saving project it finances in 
another industrial country (a 
high-tech power station re- 
placing a low-tech one, say or 
the p lanting of a finest that 


By Michael McCarthy 
in Buenos Aires 

soaks up C02). Under the 
CDM, an industrialised fwtiwi 
can receive the carbon credit 
for financing such a project in 
a developing co untr y 

Ora* the year since Kyoto, 
culminating this week in 
Bueno s Aires. (Eplomats, tivfl 
servants and ministers from 
around the world have been 
striving to agree the operating 
rules for the flexible mecha- 
nisms, which the chief Ameri- 
can negotiate!; Stuart Eaensta^ 
referred to as thereto treaty’s 
plumbing and wiring. 

They are more than mere 
technicalities. Without fiiem, 

the AmprirflrrR TxnTlnn^ fgfTf^ t hf* 

Kyoto pact, and the world win 
have no working plan to 

counter rimtato dtanga in this 

hottest year of the miDennnxm, 
which has seen record forest 
fires, record floods, and record 
storms, nniminafing in Hurri- 
cane Mitch, which tore the 
heart out of central America. 

The reason for the Ameri- 
cans’ insistence is the sheer 
awesome size of the green- 
house gas reduction target th^y 

agreed to, which, it is now ac- 
cepted fay an except the most 
entrenched green fundamen- 
talists, they cannot possibly 
meet without on-paper reduc- 
tions as weD as real ones. 

They agreed to cut back 
their emissions of C02 and 
five other greenhouse gases to 
7 per cent below their 1990 lev- 
els by 2010. 

But this represents a cut 
from where the US economy 
wfll hare grown to by the latter 
date of between 20 and 30 per 
cent - from about 72 bflhon 
tonnes of gases emitted annu- 
ally to 5.4 hflh'n n tonnes. 

Unless the spiritual home of 
the automobile suddenly trans- 
forms itself into a giant Holland 
—with every motorist swapping 
the car for a bike, and replac- 
ing afr conditioning and central 
heating with seasonally ad- 
justed dothing- this is not de- 
fiveraHe, certainly fay domestic 
action alone. . 

: Robert Reinstan, the former 
US diplomat who negotiated the 

original climate-change treaty ' _ _ _ 

in l992-:(to which 'the Kyoto ^Indnstrial pcffiutionhastohe«mlainediffiie world is to be spared fhe worsteSects of gfobafawaraning DavidEBoidey 
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pact is a protocol), told jour- 
nalists in Buenos Aires this 
week he did not think it deliv- 
erable in any rirmni stances, 
even if the US buys up all the 
hot air and carbon credits avail- 
able in the world. 

The target was simply too 
fag, he said, and in the end the 
Kyoto treaty will fafl and the in- 
ternational negotiating process 
wffi be discredited. 

The White House of KECfin- 


tan and A1 Gore (the real driver 
of US dimate change policy) 
vehe m ently disagrees, but they 
do need their flexible mecha- 
nisms and their emissions 
credits. The problem is, how 
modi should they be allowed? 

Surely they should not at- 
tempt to meet their entire tar- 
get ty buying up hot aii; with no 
real energy efficiency action at 
home? The rest of the world, 


with Europe in the lead, does 
not think so, and wants a con- 
crete ceffing on America’s buy- 
ing credits, insisting it must be 
"supplemental” to action taken 
at home. 

The Americans insist they 
will make real cuts, but they are 
strongly opposed to a formal 

oftniog T 

This issue - stand by for 
some great jargon - is called 


“supplementarity”, and it looks 
likely to be a big sticking point 
this week at Buenos Aires. 

But phoney emissions re- 
ductions are not the only thing 
America needs to make the 
Kyoto treaty work. Tb get it rat- 
ified by the US Senate they 
need something that seems 
even further off at the mo- 
ment: active involvement fay the 
Third World. 


There are no greenhouse 
gas reduction targets yet for 
China, India and the rest of the 
developing nations, even 
though the Chinese will even- 
tually overtake the US as the 
world's biggest single C02 
emitters, and the developing 
countries with their soaring 
populations will become the 
largest greenhouse gas source. 

They want their own deal. 


And the deal they want is for 
their emissions to be calculat- 
ed not ona gross basis, but on 
a per capita one. When China 
overtakes the US, its emis- 
sions per person win stfll be 
only a quarter that of each 
American. 

But that deal is still a long 
way off, and in the meantime 
the US Senate, some of whose 
members think the climate 
treaty is merely a plot to harm 
American competitiveness, has 
formally resolved that it will not 
ratify Kyoto until there is 
“meaningful participation” by 
developing countries. 

So at Buenos Aires all this 
week, the Americans - led by 
the thin-lipped, cerebral and 
formidable Mr Bizenstat - 
have been actively courting de- 
veloping nations to declare 
their own, purely voluntary tar- 
gets for reducing their green- 
house gases. 

They had a big success when 
* their host, the Argentine Pres- 
ident Carlos Menem, declared 
his country would set one next 
yean Argentina's lead was fol- 
lowed by Kazakhstan, a former 
Soviet republic with some po- 
tentially juicy hot air to selL 

The Americans were jubilant 
- here was something to show 
the Senate - but the Chinese 
and the Indians were angry, 
feeling their position was being 
undermined, and forced the 
issue off the conference agen- 
da where the Argentines had at- 
tempted to place it Here was 
yet another sticking point 

Then negotiators saw there 
was a way to start bridging the 


gap between the American 
need to buy carbon credits 
and the developing countries' 
sense of being badly done to: 
the Clean Development Mech- 
anism 

If an American electricity 
company builds a dean-coal 
power station in India with a 
dollop of US government 
money; under the CDM every 
body is happy: the Indians have 
got a better power station: the 
Americans have got a fag fat 
emissions credit; and the world 
has got less C02 being put into 
the atmosphere. 

Prompted by the European 
Union, with Britain's Deputy 
Prime Minister: John Presort, 
to the fore, the developing 
countries started to see that the 
CDM was as much a new sort 
of dean-energy aid programme 
as a First World wheeze for buy- 
ing up carbon emissions, and 
their enthusiasm for it was 
kindled. (l 

It is likely to go ahead on a 
fast track now. even before 
Its rules and the rules of the 
other flexible mechanisms 
are formally agreed. These 
have been put off with other dif- 
ficult issues such as supple- 
mentarity, to later conferences, 
although a formal work plan 
with tight deadlines h as been 
put forward. 

The Third World is slowly 
coming on board. The Ameri- 
cans are slowiy seeing their 
necessary conditions fulfilled. 
By such complex, jargon-filled 
procedures does the world's 
effort to contain global warm- 
ing go forward. 
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Schizophrenic 


released, then 


killed partner 



A MOTHER-OF-FOUR was 
stabbed to death by a schizo- 
phrenic who had been allowed 
to live alone and take respon- 
sibility for his own medication, 
despite having a history of 
violence. 

An independent inquiry yes- 
terday severely criticised a 
south London health authority 
for its “inadequate” care of 
Michael Folkes, who called 
himself “Luke Warm Luke”. 
He killed Susan Crawford in 
October 1994, eight hours after 
a doctor had put him on a list 
for emergency attention. 

An independent inquiry said 
Mr Folkes was not stopped 
from leaving the Maudsley hos- 
pital after he turned up in a dis- 
tressed state on 3 October The 
following day Ms Crawfo rd's 
body was found at his London 
flat, beaten with a fire extin- 
guisher and stabbed 70 times. 

The inquiry which took four 
years and cost £750,000, strong- 
ly criticised care of Mr Folkes, 


By Glenda Cooper 
Social Affairs Correspondent 


saying he should have been 
readmitted to a mental health 
unit earlier because of the 
“signs of dangerousness” he 
was exhibiting. In January 1993 
he had carried out an attack of 
“striking similarity”. 

Breakdowns between agen- 
cies, insufficient safeguards in 
his treatment and the admin- 
istration of his drugs led to the 
tragedy. Mr Folfces's forensic 
psychiatrist. Dr James McKei- 
th, allowed his patient to stop 
taking injections of an anti- 
psychotic drug, but take them 
in pill form, despite recurring 


to take medication, The inquiry 
also criticised the feet that Mr 
Fblkes was allowed to live in a 
flat by himsptf 

The report called for appro- 
priate housing for mentally dis- 
ordered people to be a priority 
and improvements to be made 


to support services fix* people 
in the community. 

Lambeth, Southwark & 
Lewisham Health Authorityad- 
mitted that “more could and 
should have been done to by to 
prevent this tragedy”. Martin 
Roberts, the health authority’s 
chief executive, said: “We want 
to make sure ... that everything 
that can be done is done to re- 
duce the risk of such an event 
pnw ha p p ening 

Mr fb&es was first admitted 
to care in 1986 and had a histo- 
ry of assault He was described 
as “extremely dangerous”. 

Susan Crawford's daughter 
said it was “disgusting” that 
health chiefs had taken so long 
to apologise. Michelle Craw- 
ford, 22, was 17 when her moih- 
erwas killed and now looks after 
her sibling twins, aged 15, and 
her six-year-old brotheqaswell 
as her own three children. 
“They should have apologised 
to my femfly way before,” she 
said. 




An artist adds the finishing touches to a giant statue ofBnddhaat Smithfield Market yesterday The statue will be riding through the streets 
of the City of London today on one of the floats in the annual Lord Mayor's Show PUston 
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WILLIAM HAGUE'S auntie has 
won the lottery. And the sheep 
on the^ Tforkshire moors have hft 
the jackpot 

The announcement yester- 
day that the Conservative Party 
leader’s aunt had scooped the 
£856,648 top prize in Wednes- 
day’s National Lottery was cu- 
rious enough. Her choice of 
what to splash out on was even 
more curious -a prize ram. 

Marjorie Longdin, 73, a 
farmer’s widow from Tickbill, 
South Yorkshire, plans to buy 
the £20,000 Texel Scottish ram 
-which she described as "the 
champagne of sheep” - for the 
family’s 300-acre farm. When 
the ram begins to feel at home 
she will then book a cruise. 


By David Lister 
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said that if I won the lottery Td 
holiday on the Norwegian 
coastal cruise every year for 
life. Now I can book my ticket/' 

Mrs Longdin, who attended 
Mr Hague’s wedding in West- 
minster last year; said she did 
not realise she had scooped a 
share of the jackpot until she 
checked her numbers in the 
paper on Thursday. 

T thought, Tve got three 
numbers. I've got four’, then r 
thought, ‘Oh my God, I’ve got 
the lot*. I just went all shaky” 

She telephoned her sister 
Stella, Mr Hague's mother: “Al- 
most the first thing I did was to 
ring William's mother and say, 
'Vbu’ll never believe it, IVe won 
the lottery Will you let William 
know because I don't want to 
put a foot wrong?’ 

“He rang me this mornin g 
and said. Auntie Marjorie, Tm 
so delighted for you When’s the 


party going to be?" 

In feet the party is this week- 
end and the Opposition leader 
will not be able to attend as he 
will be at another party — the 
Prince of Wales’s 50th. 

Newly conscious that “it 
could be you” or at the very 
least “it could be your auntie", 
Mr Hague is nowdrtenmned to 

play the tottery every week - . 

Mrs Longdin expanded on 
what else she might spend her 
winnings on. I realised I could 
now travel business class on an 
aeroplane, first dass on a train, 
have a manicure every week 
and go to toe chiropodist every 
fortnight” And then the other- 
wise careful Mrs Longdin made 
a political reference, though not 
one to which her nephew would 
object “It’s nice to know that 
my family is safe for life, espe- 
cially when we're going into a 
recession,” she said. 

She was one of four winners 
to share the £3.4m jackpot and 
her numbers were made up of . 
her date of birth and toe year 
she got married. Mr Hague 
said he was delighted by his 
aunt’s success, but did not ex- 
pect to see any of the money. - 
“TU keep on earning my crust, ° 
he said. 

However, while it was a 
happy day for the Hague fam- 
ily, as far as William is con- 
cerned the news will be broken 
around toe world in a rather 
ambivalent manner. Reuters 
began its report “Something 
has finally gone right for Con- 
servative Party leader William - 
Hague...” 
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A heartfelt plea was made 
yesterday to Glasgow by de- 
scendants of Sioux warriors, 
killed at the Rattle of Wounded 

Knee in 1890, for the return of 

a shirt believed to have been 
taken from one of the bodies 
Marcella Le Beau, secre- 


Mrs Le Beau, from South 
Dakota, who was dressed in a 
black suit and wore an Indian 
necklace, was surrounded by 
artefacts from all over the 
world when she spoke at the 



vivors Association, argued 
their case at a civic hearing 
where she said toe shirt, on dis~ 


-.wAUjgiamcm j omnia 

roll Collection museum. 

She spoke of the emotional 
end spiritual value of the ‘shirt. 









































*)f\c X>\£^ 


the independent 

Saturday 14 Novemtw jggg 


HOME NEWS/5 



will itc- : \ 


■ lau' 


ie aunt 


)Ot 


*>■ ' ^ 

rt 


The soul of Britain measured in 35mm 


a COUPLE of weekends ago I 
made a mistake and took our 
children, aged five and six, to 
m 566 Doctor Dotittle at the 
} National Film Theatre on the 
South Bank. 

It was the wrong Doctor 
Dolittte. Not Rex Harrison but 
Eddie Murphy - a new version 
of the story, set in California, 
street-smart and utterly 
charmless. Hey,yo get yo ass 
ovah heah, Ah’m gonna kick you 
in the the butt, and so ou We 
walked out after 15 minutes tour 
girl began to cry when a talk- 
ing dog had a thermometer 
shoved up his ass), and went to 
the cinema shop to buy a com- 
pensatory video. Chitty Chztty 
Bang Bang seemed about 
right, so I picked that up and 
then noticed a trilogy of docu- 
mentaries by Humphrey Jen- 
) nings on the next shelf; three 
short wartime films made for 
the Crown film Unit and col- 
lected on one tape by the 
Imperial Whr Museum. 

In what may have been an 
anti-American spasm - God 
rot the global conquest of their 
popular culture and partim ilaHy 
Eddie Murphy - 1 bought that 
too and settled down later that 
night to watch Britain as it 
once was; stoic, noble and in 
black and white. 

Jennings had a short career 
as a film-maker - he died in 
1950, aged 43 - but during the 
Second World War he made a 
series of brie£ poetic films 
about Britain that are as fine as 
anything the British rmema 
has produced. They were dis- 
■_ tributed by the Ministry of In- 
.* formation to keep spirits up, 
and the marvel about them is 
that, contrary to the bombastic 
patriotism of the First World 
War, their original intention 
can still affect you. 

We tend to thrnfr of the offi- 
cial British cinema of that time 
in terms of Harry Enfield's 
stiff and lordly Mr Cholmond- 
ley-Wamer. Some of Jennings’ 
films have their Cholmondley- 
Waraer moments - a field of 
waving wheat to the tune of 
Rule Britannia - but mainly 
thqy let pictures of everyday 
Britain do the work. Hitler is 
never mentioned. As David 
Thomson writes in his Bto- 
graphical Dictionary of Film: 
l “They are war films without an 
enemy." 

I thought of Humphrey Jen- 
nings a gain this week when 
Ibny Blair and Gordon Brown 
launched via a series of speech- 
es and interviews what “the 


Notebook 



Ian jack 

Chancellor called “the battle for 
Britain”. The threat th ** 8 time 
isn't Germany and Hitler but 
Scotland and Alex Salmond 
and the possibility that early in 
the new century Scotland will 
be a separate state. 

Many things point in this 
direction: opinion polls north of 
the border; ripples of English 
nationalism south of it the 
fashionable orthodoxy that 
Britain was an i™ pe ri»i con- 
struction which will inevitably 
break down into its constituent 
parta that u Br itishnpfis w hjB¥ Tin 
meaning. 

fbr some time now the Gov- 
ernment, rich as it is in Scot- 
tish ministers, has not known 
quite what to do; a Scottish 
member of the Cabinet told me 
he hardly dared to mention the 
word “Britain” in Scotland be- 
cause focus groups told him to 
steer dear of iL 

Now, with a few months to go 
before the first election of a Scot- 
tish Parliament, Brown and 
Blair are at last staking out “tiie 
case for BritahT; what both 
England and Scotland stand to 
lose. A lot of it is eminently ra- 
tional - a shared economy and 
history, a far greater mixing of 
populations than btood-and^soO 
patriots Eke to allow; political 
influence in the world - but 
rationalism often loses the 
argument against nationalism, 
which has the virion thing . 

So what is the vision for the 
British nation, if it can still be 
called that? Gordon Brown pro- 
posed the shared values of 
“openness, internationalism, 
public service, fair play social 
justice, social cohesion, democ- 
racy tolerance, and enterprise”, 
fine thoughts, but all abstrac- 
tions and just as easily poacb- 
able by a separate Scotland or 
Rn giand (or Dagestan). 

Film-makers have the luxury 
and power of the concrete. In 
Listen to Britain, made in 1942, 
Jennings shows us nothing but 
an apparently random series of 
scenes and sounds. It's proba- 
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Humphrey Jennings directing a scene from ‘Silent Village’ for the Crown Film Unit in 1943 


hly his best film- A Chohnond- 
Iey-Wamer character (Leonard 
Brochmgton, K© introduces 
the film and thereafter there is 
no commentary. In 19 minutes, 
we see: 

- Spitfires (the sound erf aero 
engines) 

- a farmhouse at dusk (the 
sound of the BBC paps) 

- dancers at the Tower Ball- 
room, Blackpool (the band 
plays RoU Out the Barrel) 

— miner s ui jtii lamps (railway 
wagons clinking) 

— a railway signal clanking to 
the stop position 

- a simmering locomotive 
coming to a halt 

- Scottish- Canadian troops 
inside a railway carriage 
(singing Home on the Range) 


- an aircraft factory (the 
sound of lathes) 

-Big Ben (and the chimes ofi 

- radio masts (“This is Lon- 
don calling ...”) 

- the countryside at dawn 
(birds sing) 

-some spectacularly smoky 
factory town (dray-horses 
clopping) 

-Workers’ Playtime (Flana- 
gan and ABen) 

- Myra Hess playing at a 
Lunchtime concert in the 
National Gallery (Mozart). 

The cuts are quick and 
devecInonelHilBantsequaice, 
introduced by the sound of a 
school paantvlhe camera shows . 
children dancing and dapping 
in a playground, thei a woman 
clearing tea ciq>s from a break- 


fast table, then the same 
woman watching the children 
from her window. A child’s far- 
away voice (“MummyD briefly 
punctures the sound-track and 
the woman glances at some- 
thing in the room. We see a 
framed photo of a kilted soldier 
In a few seconds, Jennings has 
established absent fatherhood, 
sweet childhood, gentle 
domesticity. the fighter and the 
worth fi ghting for. The implica- 
tion throughout the film is that 
the Britain depicted - so every- 
day so ordinary - is also the 
Britain under threat 

It would be fair to say of Jen- 
nings that he had a strong 
streak of industrial romanti- 
cism. He loved machines, cool- 
ing towers and smoke, perhaps 


because he grew up so far 
away from them in Walbers- 
wide, Suffolk, where his father 
restored country bouses and 
founded the Walberswick Peas- 
ant Pottery. 

Jennings went from thereto 
Cambridge and into stage de- 
sign. He didrit see northern, in- 
dustrial England and its 
workers until be was 32, and it 
is odd now to think that the 
mines and factories which 
seemed so thrilling and im- 
portant to him have proved a 
less permanent way of living 
than his father’s (peasant pot- 
teries, though not mines, being 
twaa penny), 

- It would also be fair to say of 
him that he mistook Britam for 
a Greater England, which is the 


source of some of the present 
difficulties. We have come a 
long way since then, shedding 
industiyand empire; there is no 
great manufacturing class 
stretching from Greenock to 
South Wales, and Rolls-Royce 
cars are German, despite the 
Spitfires. But I think it is hard 
to watch Listen to Britain and 
not take from it the idea that 
there was and is something 
called British culture. The doc- 
umentary movement, of which 
Jennings was an important 
part, was a joint English, Scot- 
tish (and Welsh) enterprise. A 
Scot, John Grierson, gave Jen- 
nings his first film work. 
Britishness rather than mere 
EngKshness flourishes inside 
the BBC and the media at 


Croton Film Unit 

large. The mood of hope and 
need for social change in Jen- 
nings* films eventually gave us 
the NHS. Certainly England 
and Scotland each have their 
own social and cultural differ- 
ences, but isn’t the political 
manifestation of them (to quote 
Michael Ignatieff, quoting 
Freud) “the narcissism of the 
small difference"? 

Listen to Britain was made 
in a different time for different 
circumstances. I don’t imagine 
for a minute that it contains 
practical lessons for Brown 
and Blair in their attempt to res- 
urrect the virtues and benefits 
of a British identity. Save, per- 
haps. for one; that they may 
need some cunning concrete 
poetry. 
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...get 10 cans of 
Winalot or Arthur’s 
for ONLY £1 

Spend £12 or more at your local PETsMART 
between now and 27th November, and we’ll 
give you 10 cans of either Winalot dog food 
or Arthur’s cat food for JUST £1* 
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If there's a cost to be squashed. Albert's your man. Take Cavrty 
Wall insulation. You can now get a £200 Government-sponsored 
gran, towards it. It can save you up to £150 a year on your fuel 
bills, trained Installers can do the job wtth mm, mum 
fuss, and It comes With a 25 year CIGA guarantee 

For more details, call now. 
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A | ^ FREE £2 VOUCHER 
l/|||C WHEN YOU SPEND £12 
I l*t> OR MORE IN NOVEMBER, 
TO USE IN DECEMBER. 

When you spend £1 2 or more per transaction between now and ; 
the end of November, ask at the cash till for your £2 off voucher 
to be used in December. The voucher can be used against a £10 
or more purchase of any non-food pet products and accessories. 
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WITH OVER 90 STORES NATIONWIDE, THERE’S A PETSMART NEAR YOO, 

fi| TELEPHONE 

mm mjM A fi¥ 0990 114499 

B for your nearest store, 
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1100 Spin 'Aquarius' 

Washing Machine 

■ 'Aquarius' Wash System Plus. 

■ Auto Half Load. 
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12.0 cu.ft Mistral 
Frost-Free 
Fridge Freezer 
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■ Fast freeze facility 
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Charcoal. 
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Youth believes in 
pot and profits 
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THEY VOTE New Laboug but 
hate polities. They respect the 
police, yet loathe the Nanny 
State. They love risk-taking, 
butwant happy marriages and 
children. Oh, and they want Ec- 
stasy banned. Welcome to the 
crazy, mixed-up world of the 
Millennial Generation. 

A survey published today 
claims that British 16 to 21-year- 
olds are more classless, meri- 
tocratic and self-reliant than 
any other age group. 

The study, carried out by 
Mori and the Adam Smith In- 
stitute, claims that tfaeyouth of 

today are vigorously opposed to 

bans on guns, smoking and ex- 
plicit sex and violence on TV 

However as many of them 
have experienced parental 
break-up and divorce, they re- 
tain a traditional belief in fam- 
ily and authority that harks 
back to the 1950s. 

Describing the Millennial 
Generation as the successors 
to Generation X, the group of 
late twenty and thirtysome- 
things depicted in the novel by 
Douglas Coupland, the report’s 
authors claim that teenagers 
are more tolerant than ever be- 
fore. There is hardly anything 
the group says it would ban, in- 
cluding government restric- 
tions on beef on the bone, 
tobacco advertising and 
cannabis. 

The only things the Millen- 
nial Generation say they would 
outlaw are Ecstasy and fox- 
hunting with hounds. More 
than 40 per cent say they have 
been offered drugs but refused 


by Paul WAUGH 
Political Editor 

them. The youngsters claim to 
be more classless than ever be- 
fore, believing that background 
and good connections are less 

important than personal drive 

and a solid education. 

One third of the Millennial 
Generation will go through uni- 
versity or other hi gher educa- 
tion, the highest ever 
proportion, and believe they 
will earn more than any of 
their predecessors. 

When they do graduate, 
most say they want to own 
their own business or become 
entrepreneurs. More than 42 
per cent list “becoming a mil- 
lionaire by the age of 35” as a 
career goaL 

Whereas in the 1970s, local 
government or the Civil Service 
was the most popular career 
choice, just l per cent of today’s 
youngsters say they even con- 
templated such a move. 

Yet unlike Generation X, 
they say they are not interest- 
ed in jobs in the media, adver- 
tising or PR and prefer instead 
the attractions of commerce 
and law. The top career choice 
is to own their own business, 
with 48 per cent putting it as 
their favoured option and as 
many girls as boys barring the 
idea. 

“The Millennial Generation 
appear to have moved dose to 
the kinds of aspirations thought 
to typify their American coun- 
terparts, rather than towards 

an attitude mnr» rppr psentafiw p 


‘Dirty Dozen’ 
paedophile 
gets 12 years 
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A PAEDOPHILE who was a 
member of the same gang as 
the notorious child IriQerSidney 
Cooke was jailed for 12 years 
yesterday for abusing boys as 
young as 10. ■ 

Brian Tbrnez; GO, who was 
nicknamed the Chicken Master 
for his ability to lure vulnerable 
youngsters, assaulted children 

for more than a decade, Snares- 

brookCrownCourtmeastUw- 
don was told. 

He met one of his victims 
through his links with a child- 
sex gang that had infiltrated a 
breakaway scouting organisa- 
tion. Police believe the ring is 
one of the largest paedophile 
networks ever uncovered in 
Britain. Its members may have 
abused up to 300 youngsters 
over the past 30 years. 

Turner was also part of the 
child- sex gang that induded 
Cooke and others convicted of 
the 1985 killing of Jason Swift. 
Police believe he introduced 
Jason to Cooke months before 
the teenager died. 

Snaresbrook Crown Court 
was told how Turner meticu- 
lously “groomed" three of his 
four most recent victi ms . 

Posing as a “grandfather 
figure" to lull youngsters and 
their parents into a false sense 
of security he ingratiated him- 
self by taking the children for 
meals and trips to the ci n em a 
and zoo. La ten he turned to vi- 
olence, beating one boy re- 
peatedly with a stick and 
par tially smothering another 
with a pillow or towel 
Hie court was told that on 
occasions the child abuser 
would have paedophile friends 


BY JASON BENNETTO 
Crime Correspondent 

round to take part in sex ses- 
sions which sometimes in- 
volved more4han one boy 

Turner; whose child molest- 
ing offences stretch back 31 
years, showed no emotion as 
Judge David Radford told him: 
“You are a dangerous pae- 
dophile who preys on adoles- 
cent beys to satisfy your sexual 
perversions. You present still, 
in my judgment, even at fiae age 
of 60, a serious risk.” 

The court was told that an- 
other paedophile. Keith Spratt, 
had helped Turner to assault 
one of the boys. Spratt, 49, a 
scoutmaster with the UK 
Bad en-Po well Scout Associa- 
tion, will be sentenced next 
month. The judge said a fourth 
victim, aged 13, had been in- 
troduced to Turner by another 
paedophile, Douglas Braith 
waite, who was also a scout- 
master. 

Thrner; of Enfield, Middlesex, 
who pleaded guilty to a 10 
char ges -seven of indecent as- 
sault, two of conspiracy to com- 
mit indecency and one of 
attempted buggery - was the 
third paedophile linked to the 
gang to be jailed so for 

■ A predatory paedophile who 
“declared war on society’s stan- 
dards of decency for its young 
people” was jailed for life at the 

Old Bailey yesterday for a se- 
ries of sex attacks on boys. 
Michael Griss, 4& of Dagen- 
ham, Essex, admitted indecent 
flgcanit-K and buggeries involv- 
ing five boys between 1979 and 
1997. All were under 16. 


0 
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IN BRIEF 

Police reopen Manx murder files 

MURDER SQUAD detectives searchmgu^riandonthe 
isle of Man for a shallow grave, believed to be that o 
SiSerridS have reeled files on ttiree missmg men 
from the area, police confirmed yesterday, ft is under- 
Ed *e tetotes nine possible killmgs on the is- 

Sand in ifodkpod. Lancashire. Detectives are 

working with officers in 

files on fetal house fires in the Blackpool area. 

Cheese seizure declared illegal 

SSSSSSi 

ASMofSde Cheese in Godstone, Surrey, is to 
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Graduates sign on as secretaries 

per rent were unemployed. 
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The Millennium generation love to party; bnt they are not afraid of family responsibilities either 


of the European approach," 
says the report The social as- 
pirations of the group are thor- 
oughly traditional, with 59 per 
cent saying they would like to 
own their own home and 46 per 
cent wanting children. 

One statistic that might 
cheer the Government after its 
recent launch of a Green Paper 


on family life is that the biggest 
single goal of most of those 
polled was “to be happily mar- 
ried with a family". 

Ministers may also be boost- 
ed by the fact that a huge 61 per 
cent of 16 to 21-year-olds sup- 
port New Labour; with the 
Tbries way behind an just 17 per 
cent, anfy just ahead of the Lib- 


eral Democrats on 14 percent. 

Yet 71 per cent believe that 
voting will -make no differ- 
ence" to their lives and most be- 
lieve that it is up to individuals 
not governments to find jobs 
and housing. 

Only on pensions and edu- 
cation does the group favour the 
state's involvement over the pri- 


vate sector A large majority of 
youngsters hare no respect for 
MPs. 

They claim to have most re- 
spect for doctors, teachers and 
policemen, with teachers scor- 
ing a 46 per cent rating, half as 
high again as similar surveys 
12 years ago. Journalists come 
bottom, with just 2 per cent 


“The picture painted is of a gen- 
eration which differs in mam- 
respects from its predeces- 
sors. They do not expect Loo 
much from the political process 
and accord little or no respect 
to its practitioners." the report 
concludes. “The Millennial 
Generation seem to be self-con- 
fident and self-dependent They 


aim high and do not think them- 
selves limited by background." 
■ The survey questioned i>48 
people face to face at 53 sam - 
pling points across Britain in 
September Voting and oUut de- 
mographic data was taken from 
a 1997 survey of 5,374 respon- 
dents and combined with the 
latest research. 
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The F.A. Cup. 
Brought to you by AXA. 


.AXA’s. dcw sponsorship of The F.A. Cup means lhal we can 
now help to till Fj] mam local supporter's dreams by bringing 
The F.A. Cup lo you. Because we support more 
than jusr The F.A. Cup - local youth foothall 
training programmes. The Women's F.A. Cup, 

The Women s Premier League and of course your local teams - 
we have made it our aim to bring the Cup to as manv*of the people 



of Britain as possible. So over the next few monUis we will be 
taking the Cup on a tour of the whole country, giving supporters, 
like the Ford United football team above, die 
opportunity lo be photographed holding what is 
surely Britain’s greatest sporting trophy, We hope 
to make as many people’s dreams come true as possible, so look 
out for AXA‘s F.A. Cup roadshow, it's coming your wav soon. 


REAL 


LIFE SUPPORTERS 
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Blair alters noble principle 
to read: one man, one veto 


Ken Livingstone, the maverick left-winger whose ambition to run as Labour’s 
candidate for London mayor is threatening to upset the MUlbank apple-cart 


WHEN PADDY Ashdown gave his 
speech to his party conference, lie 
ashed a question of Ms newfneod, Tony 
Blair was the Prime Minister a control 
freak or a democrat? 

This week saw the Prime Minis ter 
give his reply. Omov (one man, one 
votel, die great cause of the Labour 
right in recent years, was simplified 
down to one man, one veto. 

In London, the Prime Minister dis- 
patAed his hendmen to bkx&K® liv- 
ings tone from running for London’s 
mayor: Meanwhile, in Wales, die gloves 
came off as an exasperated Alun 
Michael foiled to persuade Rhodd Mor- 
gan from s tanding down as candidate 
for the post of First Minister. Mr 
Michael and his cohorts are plumbing 
new depths in political chicanery by 

ypatring leadership campaign IfiR t jn- 

definitely to bum off and arm-twist sup- 
porters of Mr Morgan. 

Rather ttian malting capital out of 
these S talinis t tendencies, W illiam 
Hague seems to be catching the dis- 
ease. In a fit of pique he phoned up 
Michael Portillo to slap him down for 
writing an article which forgot to men- 
tion Mr Hague's great leadership fan 
easy thing to forget). This will backfire. 
Mr Portfilo has no official role in the 
Toiy party and will mate Mr Hague re- 
gret these attempts to limit his freedom 
to speak and write as he thinks fit. 

WHILE PADDY Ashdown wallows in his 
0 O 7 as Tony’s newest croqy the spec- 
ulation mounted, in the corridors, as to 
what crumbs would drop from the cab- 
inet table on to the Liberal Democrat 
mat A tangible prize of patronage is 
being sought to placate their uneasy 
backbenchers. Certainly Alan Bed th, the 


The week In 



Parliament 


MICHAEL 

BROWN 

deputy leader who celebrates 25 years 
in Parliament this week, looked in- 
creasingly cheerful as his name was 
touted as the next Speaker. 

Reaction in die Commons to the deal 
was scathing, however Dennis Skinner 
was less than fraternal, reminding MPs 
that the last pact in the 1970s, ended in 
tears when die Liberals ran away be- 
cause “they couldn't stand the hear. 
Tony Benn wanted to know whether 
MPs could table questions to Paddy Ash- 
down, since the Liberal Democrat 
leader had more access to Downing 
Street than Labour backbenchers. 

FRANK DOBSON^S office prides itself on 
its computer literacy, but the Millenni- 
um bug seemed to strike eariy in his de- 
partment this week. First, a draft letter 
was sent to every Labour MP telling 
them to welcome the extra money he 
was giving to toefrloc^ hospitals to re- 
duce waiting lists. Trimble was, Mr Dob- 
son was also sent the letter, teninghim 
to fill out his name and congratulate 
himself on his fine decision. 


Later, robotic electronic govern- 
ment left Mr Dobson speechless for 
over an horn: He was unable to make 
an emergency statement in the Com- 
mons on CJD because his depart- 
ment’s computers had czashed- 

As he became increasingly frantic, 
Margaret Beckett stepped into the 
breach with her weekly business state- 
ment A harassed government whip. 
Graham Allen, had to mate* Labour 
MPs ask questions to Mrs Beckett to 
deity proceedings until a hot and both- 
ered Mr Dobson finally arrived. 

Mr Dobson apologised and said the 
computer failure meant his statement 
could not be typed up. Perhaps they 
should keep an old-fashioned m a nu a l 
typewriter, or even a pen. 

HOOLIGAN OF the week was the new 
Tbry MP for South Holland and the 
Deepings, John Hayes, who lived up to 
the reputation he established at uni- 
versity -“You could have counted the 
people on campus more unpopular 
than myself on the fingers of a thal- 
idomide’s hand,” be once said taste- 
lessly. 

Mr Hayes was so unruly during 
Prime Minister’s Questions that he 
was threatened with expulsion from the 
Commons if he repeats iL Betty 
Boothroyd cautioned him with the worst 
tongue-fashing IVe seen doing her time 
as Speaker It was splendid stuff 

A (hastened Mr Hayes was already 
riding for a fall having tried, by innu- 
endo. to embarrass Peter Mandelson 
in the wake of Nick Brown’s “outing”. 
Mr Mamtelson was replying to a debate 
on factory closures when Mr Hayes in- 
terjected: “Would not the Right Hon- 
ourable gentleman do better to emulate 


the Minister of Agriculture, who ad- 
dressed the House in a mood of con- 
trition and humility?’' 

He is the mostrecentin aBneaflbries 
who have tried clumsily and unsuc- 
cessfully to cash in on Mr Mandelson's 
press difficulties. Chris Cbope, for in- 
stance, had urged Mr Mandelson to study 

toe pfakpaper-refentog, of course, to 

the financial ISmes, not the gay news- 
paper And they wonder wby they’re not 
t akym seriously as an opposition party. 

in MY new capacity as a Westminster 
elector I slipped in to the local Tories' 
public meeting entitled “Listening to 
Britain" held in a draughty church 
h aR. And what a shambles it was. 

A restless gathering of 80 members 
of the public (average age 65) waited for 
over half an hour before we were in- 
troduced to the crossbench peer Lord 
Marsh, toe master of ceremonies. The 
chief listener local MP Peter Brooke, 
arrived three-quarters of an hour late. 

He didn't miss much, however The 
first speaker was against automation 
and complained that modernisation 
would mean unemployment for paid do- 
mestic helps. Other Tories in the au- 
dience addressed the traditional issues: 
immigrants (too many); welfare state 
(too maty scroungers); toe homeless 
dfs their own fault); capital punishment 
(bring it back), etc. 

It only hotted up when one speaker 
suggested there were too many BMWs 
outside the council blocks and that rents 
should be doubled. This provoked fury 
among toe non-Tbries in toe audience. 
Those who weren't Conservatives were 
even less inclined to vote Tory by the 
end. One told me afterwards: “What a 
load of bulL When’s Brooke retiring?" 
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THE FORMER minis ter Ron 
Davies is expected to announce 
that he still intends to stand as 
a candidate for the new Welsh 
Assembly next May. 

In his first public engage- 
ment for more than 11 days, toe 
Labour MP was due to tell 
local party members at a meet- 
ing last night that their strong 
support had persuaded him to 
fight on. 

Mr Davies' supporters said 
yesterday that he was also like- 
ly to offer his constituency 
party in Caerphilly his own ex- 
planation of the incident on 
Clapham Common last month, 
which led him to quit the 
Cabinet Addressing his local 
party for toe first time since his 
resignation, he will try to cor- 
rect media coverage of the 
“error of judgement” that led 
him to pick up a man before 
being robbed. 

The new Secretary of State 
for Wales, Alun Michael, hint- 
ed this week that he would be 
prepared to include Mr Davies 
in his cabinet to run the as- 
sembly. 

One of his colleagues said 
yesterday that he was deter- 
mined to stand and pity an in- 
fluential role. “Ron has been 
immensely heartened by tiie re- 
sponse locally and wants to 
stand," he said. However; the 
Caerphilly constituency chair- 


By Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 



Bon Davies: expected to 
stand for Welsh Assembly 

man, Derek Lamb, said that Mr 
Davies would be constrained in 
his answers by a pending court 
case connected to the episode. 

A 38-year-old man is cur- 
rently remanded in custody 
charged with robbing Mr 
Davies of his car and mobile 
phone. 

Mr Lamb said that he ex- 
pected most of the 60 members 
of the constituency's general 
management committee to at- 
tend the private meeting. 

“Certain people I'm sure 
will ask questions but Ron has 
got to be very careful what he 
says. As Ear as he's able to an- 


swer he will and if he can't he 
will give the reason why.” 

Mr Davies had been due to 
address last Friday's weekly 
meeting hut withdrew because 
“he was not in the best of 
health", Mr Lamb said. 

He added that the con- 
stituency party had already ex- 
pressed “absolute support" for 
Mr Davies but the MP wanted 
to meet members face to face. 

Last week the media pres- 
sure on Mr Davies had be- 
come “intolerable”, Mr Lamb 
said, but he spoke to him cm toe 
phone yesterday and he 
seemed “much stronger". 

Mr Davies' only public ap- 
pearance since his resignation 
as Secretary of State for Wales 
was to make a brief statement 
in tiie Commons, in which he at- 
tacked toe press and appealed 
for a more tolerant society. 

His resignation as prospec- 
tive leader of toe Welsh As- 
sembly has triggered a bitter 
succession battle between Alun 
Michael, who replaced him at 
the Welsh Office, and Rhodri 
Morgan, who was defeated by 
Mr Davies in a party ballot 
earlier this year. 

Yesterday the Welsh Labour 
Party's taskforce failed to pro- 
duce concrete proposals for 
the new selection contest, but 
will meet next Thursday to an- 
nounce its decision. 


Bruno Brookes, 37, 
joins Trendy Tories 
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THE FORMER Radio I DJ 
Bruno Brookes has become 
the latest “Tfrendy Tory” re- 
cruited ty Wfiliam Hague to re- 
vitalise the Conservative Party. 

Brookes, who was culled by 
the BBC to make way for the 
new generation of DJs, has 
been chosen as a key member 
of Hague’s Creative Forum, 
the think-tank charged with 
rebranding toe party for toe 
mnipr>nium 

The forum, which wffl advise 
on everything from toe party 
logo to its “new millennial 
brand image", meets for toe 
first time next week. Other 
members include toe fashion 
designer Katharine Hamnett 
and James Bethell, the man be- 
hind London's Ministry of 
Sound nightclub. 

Tbny Blair has made great 
political capital out of attract- 
ing celebrity support for his 


By Gary Finn 



Brookes: His company staff 
were not surprised 

“Cool Britannia" message, and 
the recruitment of scKslled 
“Then dy Tories'’ is farther evi- 
dence that Mr Hague is not pre- 
pared to cede that ground. 

Brookes, 37, boasts of bang 
a millionaire and runs a grow- 


ing media company that syn- 
dicates his shows to local radio 
such as Aire FM. Colleagues at 
the Leeds-based station said 
the move came as no surprise 
since “everyone knows Bruno 
is a Trendy Tory”. 

Brookes himself was reticent 
yesterday after being “outed" 
as a Toiy and redirected callers 
to Conservative Central Office. 

Tories hope Us combina- 
tion of business sense and 
media savvy will pay dividends. 
But whether he win supply the 
fresh approach demanded by 
Central Office remains to be 
seen. Last yeaq Brookes ap- 
peared in a billboard advert 
for Aire FM that was b ang ed by 
the Advertising Standards Au- 
thority as “offensive, sexist and 
gratuitous". The poster showed 
a cigar-toting Brookes framed 
by toe stockinged legs of his 
wife, Debbie. 
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Economy: Most retailers are cautiously optimistic about consumer spending as the Christmas trading period begins 
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the Art Shop 

JAMES MUNNS. proprietor of a stationery art materials 
and gifts store Td say we're just plugging along, but 
we're slightly up on last year although I'm not sure why. As 
to whether there's a recession, business has been slow for 
the last 5 or TO years. And if you ask me where I'll be in 5 
years* time. I hope I’ll still be in business.” 


The Card Shop 

KEITH HUNTER, proprietor of Bargain Cards - a 
greetings card business: “1 used to run a remaindered 
book shop, - the abolition of the Net Rice Agreement 
brought an end to that. Although that was a forced 
decision, we've never looked back since we started selling 
cards. Turnover is up and I see no evidence of recession." 


The General Store 

STEVE DAY, manager of Gravesend Woo I worths: This 
store is the biggest retailer of entertainment products in 
the town and as such has seen some very strong sales in 
CD -Roms, computer games. CDs and videos. Other key 
areas such as coys ... have also performed weU ... we are 
looking forward to a successful [Christmas] sales period." 


THE RESTAURANT 

MARILYN HART manager of the Pascapoolo 
restaurant: “As far as I am aware there is no economic 
downturn, although there do seem to be fewer people in 
town. Recently, we were getting about 40 into lunch, 
now it's 60 or 70. This is the first year of the business 
and we are growing despite peaks and troughs." 




The Hairdresser 

TONY CESTARO, proprietor of a ladies’ and gents' 
hairdstyllst: ‘If there Is a recession on its way, 
manufacturing will be the first to be hit and retailing 
usually the last. it‘s the same with the recovery ... Most 
of the business people who came into my shop don’t 
think there's much of a problem at the moment." 


The Tobacconist 

PATRICIA NASH, proprietor of a confectionery tobacco 
and greetings card store: "We are closing the shop. 
Turnover Is about 10 per cent down on last year and we 
see no point in continuing. Perhaps ... it’s because people 
are more choosy about what they want to spend [money] 
on. There’s a lot of unemployment around." 


THE BUTCHER 

TREVOR PAYNE, co-proprietor of a butcher's shop: 
“We certainly don't see the same number of people in the 
town centre. People also seem to be frightened of 
spending their money. They are holding on to It ... We’re 
about 1 0 per cent down on our normal level of business. 

1 think it's a long-term economic problem." 


The Fishmonger 

DAVE THEZE, proprietor of a fishmongers: "We’ve 
been hit by tighter fish quotas and the high price of cod. 
which is our biggest seller and has gone up BO or 40 per 
cent. My accountant told me halfway through the year 
that we were 10 per cent down. It's the worst I’ve 
experienced since 1 set up five years ago." 


Still profit, not doom, on High Street 


THE KENTISH town of Graves- 
end, which site unobtrusively an 
the south side of the Thames, 
is not feeling as funereal as it 
sounds. 

The cold wind which seems 
to start in Siberia and whips up 
the river from the east has so 
far failed to bring with it the eco- 
nomic ills of Russia, Asia - or 
those nearer to home. 

Earlier this week the Office 
of National Statistics showed 
that unemployment had in- 


By Barrie Clement 
Labour Editor 

creased on two key measures 
for the first tfana in six years. 
Hie Bank of Rngfand, at the 
samn timp^ gave an optimistic 
forecast that Britain should 
avoid slipping into recession. 
But maqy remain unconvinced. 

Gravesend is as good a place 
as any to test the mood in the 
High Street In every election 
since the wax; Gravesend has 


rhnsp.n an MP belonging to the 
party that formed the govern- 
ment It is regarded as some- 
thing of a political bellwether 
and could equally perform the 
same job for the economy. 

Over the past decade, un- 
employment in the Gravesham 
Borough area has almost ex- 
actly nurrored the national pic- 
ture. In the souttem part of fiie’ 
constituency there is a rural 
sprawl sprinkled with farms 
and farmers, but dominated 


by the middle classes, many of 
whom commute into London. 

In Gravesend itself, in the 
northern part of the borough, 
there is a strong Asian contin- 
gent living alongside a tradi- 
tional woridng class community 
and pockets of real deprivation. 

The town’s retailers have 
learnt to live with only minimal 
patronage by those who live in 
the rural villages, who have in- 
creasingly looked to the mas - 
sive Lakeside shopping 
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complex in Essex just across 
the riven A new threat on the 
horizon is the Bhiewater de- 
velopment a few miles upriver; 
opening next year; which wiQ 
provide a Kentish rival to Lake- 
side and could suck more busi- 
ness out of Gravesend. 

As in many British towns, su- 
permarkets such as Sainsbury 
and Safeway have fled to the out- 
skirts, leaving the centre to 
more ‘‘downmarket” retailers. 

Three years ago Gravesend 
began to look like a ghost town 
but it has since recovered. like 
many urban areas it has learnt 
to .provide a service for the less 
moneyed classes, for those with- 
out cars, for pensioners. 

Perhaps this market change 
has helped it withstand the 
present economic cbm 

Tony Cestaro, who has been 
in business in the town for 40 
years, acts as a father confes- 
sor to businessmen in the area. 
As a barber he gets to bear 
most things. 


Tve seen one or two reces- 
sions in my time and this does 
not have the feel of the kind of 
thing we've suffered in the 
past If there is going to be a re- 
cession, it’s not going to be as 
bad.” he said. 

Lessons have been learnt 
from the last severe economic 
downturn, which proved to be 
both deep and long. “The Gov- 
ernment has learnt lessons, 
ami so have the retailers, land- 
lords and hose who set the 
business rates. They aren't like 
they were in the Eighties. They 
are being more reasonable. We 
can now negotiate a sensible 
rent, for instance.” 

Perhaps mantfactur ers were 
suffering -and those who have 
to wait for debts to be repaid - 
but most retaflersin Gravesend 
still seem to be keeping (heir 
heads above water 

An unpublished economic 
assessment by the borough 
council seems to agree with Mr 
Cestaro. Only 3 per cent of 


companies in Gravesend are 
forecasting that employment 
wQl fell in their business, com- 
pared with 27 per cent in 1996. 

“In the light of speculation 
that the UK economy is going 
back into recession, these votes 
of confidence in the Grave- 
sham economy are a good 
sign,” the analysis says. 

But not all in the Kentish 
town is lovety. Shops selling up- 
market and “fancy" clothes 
have had a tough time. An em- 
porium selling frilly knickers, 
for instance, has seen its clien- 
tele disappear over the river to 
Lakeside. “With Bluewater 
looming and my lease coming 
to an end, I thought it was 
time to call it a day,” said the 
proprietor; Susan Atkins. “Peo- 
ple just don’t come into town 
anymore,” she said. 

Nearby Dave Theze, a fish- 
monger; and Tbevor Payne, a 
batcher, are having similar ex- 
periences, although they are 
soldiering on. 


Mike Kelly, manager of the 
St George’s shopping centre in 
Gravesend, was sanguine: “Tm 
not going to say - recession, 
what recession? Some traders 
are having a tough time, but 
many others are doing welL St 
George’s is flifly occupied for 
the first time in three years. 
That must be a positive sign.” 

He conceded that “value 
traders” were performing bet- 
ter than those who insisted on 
high profit margins or who sold 
expensive white goods. , 

The new Bluewater devel- 
opment could be a plus because 
it would bring 6,000 extra wage 
earners into the area, he 
argued. 

And Michael Saveli, chief ex- 
ecutive of the Gravesham 
Chamber of Commerce, said 
that while manufacturing and 
exporters might be feeling the 
pineb, it was unlikety to have a 
big impact an Gravesend: “De- 
mand is still strong and there 
are buoyant times ahead.” 



One.Tel offers low cost international calls from your 
home or business phone. 24 hours a day seven days a 
week. There is no pre-payment required and you don't 
even have to change telephone companies. Call us now 
to register on 0800 092 8788 between 8am-8pm, 
Monday to Friday or 10am— 4pm at weekends. Once 
you are registered simply dial 1878 from your touch 
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Inflation now 
seems a thing 
of the past 


Kosova children appeal 
to Independent readers 
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Destination FIAT RATE Destination FLAT RATE 
(per min) (per min) 

Belgium 1 2p Jamaica 43p 

France 1 2p Netherlands 1 2p 

Gemon >' 10 P New Zealand 15p 

Hong Kong 19p 

Ireland lOp Sou *' 35 P 

Israel 20p Sweden 

Italy 1 7p Switzerland 1 5p 
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WILL DEFLATION -a period of 
feUingprices, rather than rising 
ones - be the feature that de- 
fines the nest global downturn? 

In Britain and toe United 
States there is still some evi- 
dence of inflation, though ear- 
lier this week the Bank of 
England cutnot only its growth 
forecast but also its inflation 
one. Bat elsewhere, first in 
Japan, and also now in France 
and Germans prices have start- 
ed to fall, while in East Asia, 
where the global downturn 
started, prices are {dunging. 

Of course no one can predict 
the extent to which prices might 
fell in tiie early part of the next 
century, any more than they 
could have predicted the scale 
of the inflation of the 1970s and 
1980s. But there are several rea- 
sons to believe that (nice sta- 
bility or even slowly falling 
prices, may became the norm. 

First, the present expansion 
of tiie world economy has not 
generated serious inflation any- 
where. Commodity prices have 
tended to decline, wage de- 
mands havebeen mated and the 
pice of some products, such as 
computers, has fallen very 
quk% Britain has shown more 
iqgngnf mflaBnnthgq mOSt O** 1 ”* 
developed countries, with head- 
line inflation at more than 3 per 
cent But evoi here inflation is 
only 2 per cent, if you allow for 
the effect on prices from higher 
taxes (on items such as petrol) 
and changes in interest rates, 
and L5 per cent under the Eu- 
ropean Union harmonised 
index. If there has been very lit- 
tle inflation at the top of the 



Kosovar children 
refugees in Albania 

I face mid, hunger and 
disease as winter 
nears. Many are in 

I deep shock, having 

witnessed their parents 

I and relatives killed In 
the awful atrocities 
firm which they fled 
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few resources to 
supptm the massive 
influx refugees. 
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growth phase, expect it to dSs- 
appear during the downswing; 

Second, the world has Curare 
or less) independent central 
banks, committed to {nice sta- 
bility. Whether they should be 
allowed to operate beyond po- 
litical control is open to debate. 

but the p lam fact r emains that 
this trend towards indepen- 
dence has swept the world. It 
will be fbrther enhanced when 
the European Central Bank 
takes over European interest 
rates in January. 

Third, these central banks 
are buttressed by powerful fi- 
nancial marhetywfaxftc^ 
them to follow anti-inflationary 
policies. Central banks only 
control very short-term inter- 
est rates and if they cut rates ( 
too much, the markets are li- 
able to increase long-term 
rates. When Alan Greenspan, I 
head of the US Federal Reserve | 
Bank, unexpectedly cut US 
shut rates last month, bond 
yield rates rose. 

Finally, new communica- 
tions technologies are cutting 
the production cost of many 
new goods and services dra- 
matically. 


| Your action will help children who l 
“ have lost every thing I 

| The European Children's Trust seeds your swift I 

I response to set op an emergency centre in Shkoder, northern " 
Albania, to help 2500 refugees. Our centre will provide f 
basic necessities and schooling to give security to the B 

I confused and frightened refugee children living in Shkoder. | 
These are children and families whose homes have I 

I been lost, pertiaps forever. 

Special help is needed for the traumatised children who I 
have witnessed terrible crimes, and must now start to live a " 
I normal life. ■ 
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Wendy Cope heads field to 
be first female Poet Laureate 


by John Walsh 

WILL THE Court of St James’s 
get its first female Poet Laure- 

ate? Thedizzy prospect came 


Cope was nominated by BBC 


most like to see in the job. 

Respondents to a Radio 4 
poll put her ahead of her near- 
est rivals, Benjamin Zephaxd- 
ah, Roger McGough and John 
Hegtey There has never been 
a woman Poet Laureate since 
the rqyal household created the 
position for John Dryden in 
1668, although there is nothing 
in the rules to debar them. 

a I don’t think women are 
precluded from the laureate- 
ship." said Mark le Fanu of the 
Society of Authors, one of the 
bodies that will advise the 
prime minister about Ted 
Hu gh es’s successor. “In feet I 
think Wendy’s in with a strong 
chance because she shows 
you can be funny and accessi- 
ble without apy loss of quality." 

The radio voters' choices re- 
flect a preference for humor- 
ous and “performance” poetry 
as well as for simplicity. Of the 
poets who had been discussed 
in the serious papers as can- 
didates for the laureateship, 
Andrew Motion came 10th in 
the Front Row poll and James 
Fenton was unplaced. One 
other women - Ursula Fan- 
thorpe - featured in the top to. 

Cope, 53, comes from Erith, 



witheringjy satirical. Author 
of Standing F&nate Nude, Sett- 
ing Manhattan, The Other 
Country and Mem Time. 

■ Lavinia Greenlaw; 35 - uses 
science as a lens far inspecting 

thi* wnriri an d h umanising fair 

relationship with technology. 
Bbnner poet m residence at the 
Science Museum. 

■Elizabeth Jennings, CBE, 72. 
Oxford-educated Lincolnshire 
Catholic mystic. Her Sixties 
work (The Mind had Moun- 
tains , 1966} was full of mental 
breakdown and recoveiy Later 


Wendy Cope is the choice of Radio 4 listeners 


in Kent, and lives in Winches- 
ter with the poet and critic 
Lachlan McKinnon. After 
graduating from St Hilda’s Col- 
lege, Oxford, she taught at a 
London primary school for 15 
years before her debut collec- 
tion, Making Cocoajbr Kings- 
ley Asms, brought her instant 
fame in 1986. 

The title poem was hardly 
more than an excuse for an at- 
tention-grabbing title, but the 
collection displayed all her 
sardonic wit acidulous view of 
men. parodic skin and bitter- 
sweet melancholy. 

Her second collection. Se- 
rious Concerns (1992), was 
full of big themes Gove, death. 


Threats 


to Ulster 
peace tie 


A FOOTBALL team from na- 
tionalist west Belfast pulled 
out of a cup match with the 
RUC because of intimidation, 
Chief Constable Ronnie Fla- 
nagan claimed yesterday. 

Donegal Celtic reversed an 
earlier decision to go ahead 
with tomorrow’s game at a 
neutral vaiue in Newtownards, 
Co Down, after coming under 
pressure from Sinn Item and 
other nationalist groups. 

Mr Flanagan said he was 
saddened and disappointed by 
the decision. ‘Tm aware of how 
much the match means to the 
players, I knowhow much they 
wanted to fulfil this fixture,” 

He said it was hard to come 
to any other conclusion than 
that the players pulled out be- 
cause of intimidation. In a 
lengthy statement, the dub 
said it had come under “un- 
bearable pressure" and the 
match had become a source of 
controversy and division. 

“The decision obviously 
caused annoyance and upset to 
a great number of people, es~ 


fore Donegal Celtic has come 
to the conclusion that the only 
sensible course of action is to 


By Melissa Kra& 

withdraw from this proposed 
game against the RUC.” 

John Taylor, the Ulster 
Unionist deputy leader and an 
active football supporter, 
blamed Sfnn Ftein fix* the deci- 
sion. He said: “This reversal 
has obviously happened be- 
cause of the campaign by Gerry 
Adams and others to make 
sure this match did not take 
place and regrettably intimi- 
dation has won." 

Jimmy Boyce, the president 
of the Irish JPbotbaU Association 
said he was shocked and dis- 
appointed by the decision 
which was confirmed by the 
dub yesterday. “I thought we 
were beginning to see a change 
in attitudes. Unfortunately not,” 
Mr Boyce said. 

Sinn Fein welcomed the 
chib's decision and said an al- 
ternative should be found so 
they did not find themselves in 
the same situation again. 

■ Troop levels in Northern Ire- 
land are being cut by 400 be- 
• 


security situation. The 16 Reg- 
iment Royal Artillery; based in 

Armagh is being returned to its 

base in Britain next week. 


Worms hired 
to eat waste 


GARDENERS HAVE known the 
true value of worms for years 
but now they are to be em- 
ployed h7 local authorities to 
help cut down on amulti-miDion 

pound waste bOL _ 

In what is the first project of 

its kind in the country, a York- 
shire council is proposing to 


B y Gary Finn 

and Heritage Farm where the 


for bedding will be 

mixed with manure to form the 
worm equivalent erf a gourmet 
meal from a Michelio-s tarred 
restaurant. The worms are ex- 



tonnes m incur nra 

Not only wflJ the waste no 








“Everyone seems to wm, 
fhA firm's horticultural su- 

vean spending at was* 

The 15-month pilot study 
will be small at first, based at 
the Huddersfield Community 

pervison Mick HInchliffe. “Wb 

love it, the worms love it, and 

vre get rid of rubbish* 


parting, cricket) simply dealt 
with, often in nursery -rhyme 
metres, and smart urban jokes 
about drinking, cats and park- 
ing spaces. She also revealed 
a rare talent for writing about 


take on commissions -both of 
which would stand her in good 
stead for the laureate post, 
with its requirement that the 
holder should write caznmem- 
orafi v e verses for special Royal 
or national occasions. 

Should Ms Cope not be ap- 
pointed, the other women 
front-runners are: 

■ Carol Ann Dufiy, OBE, 43 
Scots bom feminist tough, di- 
rect, funny, combative and 


and reflections on suffering. 
■Jackie Kay. 37. Scottish per- 
formance poet fenied for funny, 
ventriloqirial monologues. 

■ Ruth Padel, 52. Fbrmer Ox- 
ford classics don and nightclub 
singer. “The sexiest voice in 
British poetry” independent 
on Sunday ). Winner of last 
year’s National Poetry Com- 
petition with “Icicles Round a 
thee in Dumfriesshire". 

■Jo Shapcott, 40. Arts admin- 
istrator Writes with wit and de- 
tachment about sexual politics, 
boefies, identity. New collec- 
tion, My Life Asleep, is short- 
listed for 1998 TS Eliot prize. 
Only poet to have won Nation- 
al Poetry Competition twice. 

■ Fleur Adcock, 64. New 
Zealand-born Londoner. Be- 
jeweled exoticism combined 
with conversational plainness. 
Edited anthology of 20th cen- 
tury women's poetry. 



Peter Street, bard of batter; says: ‘All life is there in the chippie’ Howard Barlow 


Poetry 
takes up 
residence 
all over 

by Glenda cooper 


shall 1 compare thee to a 
battered cod? Or a locust? Or 
even the M&S new range of 
velour trousers? Bards are 
back with a vengeance. From 
chip shops to zoos to jails, 
there seems nowhere you 
can escape from declaiming 
versifiers. 

Peter Street goes into fish 
and chip shops around 
Wigan. He said that chippies 
had always had u special 
place in his heart: “1 had a 
spinal injury and lying there- 
in the ward we all used to 
dream of fish and chips so 
that gave it a significance for 
me." he said. "The other rea- 
son was that the way 1 found 
out about the Munich air- 
crash was reading the news- 
paper in the chippie." 

To critics who might sniff, 
he said tiiere wen? valid rea- 
sons for the juxtaposition of 
sonnets and sausages: “All life 
is there in the chippy. There 
is a sense of closeness, of 
community about chip shop." 

He has penned many an 
ode to the delights or cod and 
chips including one about 
Eve's big mistake: “She 
should have offered him 
chips.-but the cliippy was 
shubhalf-day or something 
like" is Mr Street's explana- 
tion for the Fall of Man. 
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DIGITAL ^ 
TERRESTRIAL 
TV IS HERE 

DIXONS HAVE ALL 
THE ANSWERS 


T>gjtalTVisddinrti8lythefuti^crfteteNnskx\F^astat,rtgivesa 
greater choice of programmes, as wel as superb pictLre and sand 
quatty Well nov^ you have another choice, ft’s caBed ONcSgjtal and its 
the terrestrial alternative to satefite cfigtal TV 

There’s 9 “free to air 1 channels which indude afl the existing 
terrestrial charnels, and others Bee BBC Choice and the new 1TV2 
charnel, which is not available on SateBte Vbu also get exclusive 
access to digital Teletext In total there are 30 channels to choose 
from, ridudrig Sky Premier, Sky Spots and FfrnFcxr. And the great 
thing is, you get to choose the ones you want to subscribe ta 

There’s no cSsh or cable to hstaS, you simply buy a cSgrtai receiver. 
However, to reafly get the full benefits of cigitaJ, 
you might went to invest it a widescreen TV, 
as many programmes, espeefedty films will 
be broadcast in that format 
If youti Bee to know if you can 
receive ONcSgrtal, wel help you frid 
out simply by looking ip your 
postcode on otr system. 

To frid ewt more, come in 
and ask us. After afl, cfigital is 
thefotueafTV" j+l. 


Howm 


channels 
% be? 



Kin Burgess. 

Sales Advisor, Dixons 


Be the first in your 
street to get ONdigital 

Now restore,' so coma in 

today to order. 

DIGITAL TffiRESTRlAt RECEIVER 


a 

on 


Canlpkkitup 
where I live? 


PHILIPS DTX6370 
• Receives terrestrial dgital 
broadcasts. - ^ ^ 

'^199® 


Mca •Moot BtoapU" DWUB 



Pick And chut*** tha channel 
ymi w.irrt * 


Subscription packages range from 
orty£Z99to£2299a month, Pisa 
cne-off co nn ection v mm 
feaofea £ 7.99 

tCMmgli Mhtto m*r way nooning to toesdon 


When you buy any dgitai receiver 
with any widescreen TV* 


TURNING PEOPLE ON TO DIGITAL TV 


Partof DSGRetalUd 
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12/HOME NEWS 


BSkyB accused of 
digital dirty tricks 


A TELEVISION war breaks out 
tomorrow when the new ser- 
vice ONdigital launches. It is 
being seen as a replay of the 
late-Eighties battle between 
Rupert Murdoch and the 
British commercial television 
establishment 

ONdigital is a terrestrial dig- 
ital broadcaster offering up to 
30 pay and free television chan- 
nels through a set-top digital de- 
coder from £7.99 a month. Its 
£l0m advertising campaign be- 
tween now and Christmas will 
emphasise bow there is no 
need for a dish or cable to re- 
ceive the service. 

It is owned by a consortium 
led by Granada and Carlton and 
its target is Sky Digital, Rupert 
Murdoch's latest attempt to 
convert the British to pay tele- 
vision beamed from the skies. 

Already a war of words has 
broken out Competing claims 
are being tested by advertising 
regulators, stories of inade- 
quate equipment are being cir- 
culated to the City and 
journalists, and the echoes of 
Mr Murdoch’s victory over the 
long-defunct “squarier and 


By Paul McCann 
Media Editor 


BSB even go so Ear as ONdigi- 
tal using the same building in 
Battersea, south-west London, 
as BSB. 

On Thursday, Granada, 
which was also one of the main 
backers of BSB, hinted that it 
thought a report circulating in 
the Ciiy - claiming ONdigital 
would cover less than 50 per 
cent of the country when it 
launches - was part of a Sky 
dirty tricks operation. 

Hie same day the trade mag- 
azine Media Week reported 
that there are worries about 
whether ONdigital will have 
enough set-top bases to meet 
demand before Christmas. Pre- 
cisely the same reports circu- 
lated about whether BSB had 
enough squariels in 1990 in the 
aid it turned out to be true. 

The other echo from eight 
years ago is the recourse to reg- 
ulators. Last week ITV, whose 
main shareholders are Carlton 
and Granada, started running 
information films about digital 
television, featuring a satellite 



BSB’s ‘squariaT proved 
an idea too far 


dish with a red line through it 
BSkyB has complained to the 
Independent Television Com- 
mission about the films and fhe 
ITC is investigating. 

Likewise, Sky has com- 
plained to the Advertising Stan- 
dards Authority about 
ONdigital’s poster advertising 

campaign It is challeng in g the 

assertion that consumers will 
not need a new arid to receive 
the ONdigital si gnal 

“This is exactly what we did 
in the Eighties,” says a jour- 


nalist who once ran Sky's dirty 
tricks department. “It was a 
huge contest We complained to 
the ASA and the EBA about 
BSB’s supposed launch dates, 
its technology daims, its picture 
dawns, everything. 

“Then BSB put out a docu- 
ment titled liaising Caitf with 
a very malevolent picture of Ru- 
pert Murdoch on the front de- 
signed to frighten people. We 
responded by publishing some- 
thing called Treedom in Broad- 
casting; For or Against?’ " 

Tales of phone tapping and 

Btnildiipff eiy r fo p plated at 

tite time, but in fact the bugging 
(fid not start until BSB, beset by 
huge launch costs and tow sub- 
scriptions, merged with Sky. 
Then bugs were used as the two 
rival tea m g of mflnflgftmpn t 
tried to dispose of each other 

This time around Sky claims 
it is n o t interested m smpar t a c- 
tics: “It is a very different situ- 
ation,” says Tim Allan, the 
company’s spokesman. “Then 
BSB and Sky had a very simi- 
lar proposition. This time there 
is a vray rfiffcrpnt. method c£ de- 
livery and very different ser- 



Radio Rentals staff in High Street Kensington, London, prepare for the rash to bay digital decoders Kyecatchers 


vices on offer We are looking 

forwa rd tO ON digital laimching 
because now they have to deal 
with the consumer going into 
shops and making a choice.” 

On the record, ONdigital 
clahns not to be interested in 
Sky and says it wants to widen 
the market, not poach sub- 
scribers. However, off the 


record its spin doctors are will- dirty tricks mattered less than State for Culture. Media and 
ing tn efr rim that drginftnmaKnn Mr Murdoch’s ownership of Sport, is to become head of cor- 
about its coverage is being ere- newspapers that could be tilled porate communications for 
ated by a company that has Sky with support for Sky. And that Open, the home shopping and 
as its biggest client They will is the same this time. too. banking television service in 
also whisper about the 30 per BA second senior government which BSkyB holds a 32.5 per 
cent of homes in blocks of flats adviser has joined a company cent stake, 
and fisted buildings teat have partly owned by Mr Murdoch. Mr Allan, former press Mo- 
no access to satellite. Julian Ecdes, special adviser retary to the Prime Minister 

hi the last such battle the to Chris Smith, the Secretary of joined BSkyB in May. 
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Low, low prices on Ihe products you need WOW 

ES3 KEY SEASON 

“PRICES 

“You get a Power Brush 
Vacuum free when you buy 
this Pressure Washer” 



NEIL WOOD 
Department Manager 
B&Q BASILDON 



Karcher Pressure Washer 41 1 A 

High pressure hose with trigger gun. 
Spray lance fitted with a variable jet 
pressure nozzle and washing brush. 

Karcher Power Brush Vacuum K25E 

200 watt, high speed rotating bach, easy to empty - has 

no bag ana 6.5m cable. Includes accessory kit. 




Florence 
Ferroni 
Ceramic 
Wall Tiles 
Box of 27. Grey 
or peach colour 
in plain, border 
or inset. 20 x 
15cm approx. 

■99 

per box 


B&U Value Self Adhesive 
Vinyl Roar Tiles 
Choice ot 6 
colours including 
red and light 
wood effects. 

Pack of 6. 

305mm x 3G5mm. 

(12" x 12"). 

Was £3.29 

/O.4 9 

■warper pack 


Victorian 
4 Panel Knotty 
Pine Inferior 
Door 

78insx30ins. 
Was £21.99 



Pine Dado Rail 

20mm x 45mm 
xZ4m. 

Pack of 4. 



Kempfon Hush 
3 light Celling Fitting 
Brass plated finish. 
(Bulbs not Included). 


Ftoormaster 500 
Laminated Flooring 
Pack covers Was £19.99 

^r P r/fA.98 

effect » ■ Wper pack 



Featheredge Apex 
Garden Shed 
Overlap dose board 
clodding. Fully treated. 
Wfiti perspex glazed 
window, roofing felt 
and base. 

6 1 x 3' Tl" x 6‘ 8" height. 


£ 99 " 


Performance Toots 42 Piece 
V and V Socket and tool Ktt 
Includes combination pliers, 
slatted screwdriver A m qO 
and combination * H*"" 
wrenches. 



Performance 

Tools Bicycle AW OO 
Emergency e ■h” 



Flymo GardonVac 
GV750 Garden 
Vacuum Cleaner 
3 In 1 system - vacuum, 
blow, jet-vacuum. With 
30 litres debris bag, 
fully adjustable 
secondary handle 
and shoulder strap. 




Wooden 
Toilet Seat 

Available in pine, 
antique pine or 
mahogany 
effects. 

[.99 

'each 


Gains 


borough 
/2000a 9.5kW 
Shower 


Was £119 


£84 

Also available 
10.8kW. 

Was £149 

£119 


.99 


Black and Biassed Effect 
4 Fold or 3 Fold 4 % nn 
Firescreen Li 


54.6cm height. 


reach 
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You can do it when you B&Q it! 


EARNTESCOCLUBCARD 
POINTS AT B&Q 

Askhiioiew»(«ai»- 
Pew not apgr» B*e Wantmwi 



OPENING HOURS 

MondaySafurday: Most stores Scmflpm. Sunday: Most store* England ft Wales 
10am4pm (where peimWed). Scotland 9am4pm & Northern Retard lpffrtpm. 

Certain store hows may vanr, please ‘phono yow nearest store to confirm. 
TIS UK’S BIGGEST DJJf. CHAM - FOB YOUR HABEST STORE PHONE 01 81 4664166 
I inwiw - ntw:/f www.dto.co.uk | 
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Boycott gets 
second media 
innings with 
Talk Radio 



Geoff Boycott is in at Thlk Radio and Kirsty Young has 
been shown the door 


GEOFFHEY BOYCOTTS exfle to 
the commentary wilderness 
for heating his former mistress 
lasted just three days. Talk 
Radio announced yesterday 
that it was hiring the disgraced 

former En g land hatemnn 

Boycott, handed a three- 
month suspended sentence 
and a fine by a French court on 
Tuesday, has landed a lucrative 
contract with the station to 
cover England’s Ashes tour of 
Australia after befog welcomed 
back into the fold by Talk 
Radio's new owner, Kelvin 
Mackenzie. 

At the same time, the station 
has dropped two presenters 
Tommy Boyd and Nick Abbott 
Kirsty Young, the Channel 5 
news anchor who has fronted 
Talk Radio’s breakfast show; 
will not be returning to the sta- 
tion, according to one source. 

Earlier this week Boycott's 
broadcasting career lay in ruins 
as television stations lined up 
to announce that he no longer 
featured in their cricket cover- 
age because his conviction ear- 
lier tiiis year for beating 
Margaret Moore had been up- 
held. His woes were com- 
pounded when The Sun 
dropped his cricket col umn 
and branded him a disgrace. 
But Boycott, whose spin is 


By Gaby Finn 


being spun by Max Clifford, the 
publicist who brokered the deal, 
has found an al|y in Mr Macken- 
zie, who last night condemned 
the French judge, Dominique 
Haumant-Duamas. and saicL 
“French justice stinks". 

linking up with a convicted 
woman-beater may at first 
sight appear to be a distasteful 
error of judgement, but Mr 
Mackenzie, a former editor of 
The Sun, is simply following his 
gut instincts. His buy-out of Thlk 
Radio is still less than a month 
old and Mr Mackenzie has 
never seen anything wrong in 
the “all publicity is good pub- 
licity" adage. 

He said: “Geoff Boycott’s an 
expert on cricket and our crick- 
et coverage needed beefing up. 
Nobody else wanted him, so 
‘Come on down, Geoffi’ 

“The decision in France •• 
stinks. My view is that the 
judge should keep her views to 
herself." 

Boycott, who will receive a 
five-figure sum for the con- 
tract hailed the deal as proof 
positive of his innocence. “I am 
so pleased about Iblk Racfio be- 
cause it is nice to know that 
someone out there is backing 
me,” he said 


FARES TO SPAIN FROM 


return - including taxes. 

Book Iberia direct 
on 0171 830 0011. 
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Damning evidence of racism in uniform 


THE FINAL day of the Stephen 
Lawrence inquiry was told yes- 
terday that shortcomings in 
the police disaplinaryand com- 
plaints procedures enabled 
recast officers to remain in the 
service. 

The public inquiry was sit- 
ting in Birmingham the last 
stop on its tour of regional 
cities and the venue for the final 
day of five months of evidence. 

The chairman. Sir William 
Macpherson of Cluny, and Ids 
three advisers win now enter a 
three-month period of purdah, 
aiming to hand their report to 
the Home Secretary, Jack 
Straw, by February. 

The report, widely expected 
to herald a watershed in the 
policing of Britain’s ethnic mi- 
nority communities, will deliv- 
er a verdict on the abortive 
police investigation of Stephen's 
death as well as recommenda- 
tions for the future handling of 
racially-motivated crime. 

Yesterday Edward Crew, 
Chief Constable of West Mid- 
lands Police, said he had reser- 
vations about the much- 
discussed concept of ‘'institu- 
tional racism”. 

“I am concerned that the 
term indicates that the police 
service is racist That is mani- 
festly not the case," Mr Crew 
said. “But I have to acknowl- 
edge that we recruit from a 
community that discriminates 
against its minority ethnic 
groups and, despite all our 
wishes, racism remains within 
our ranks.” 

One reason for that, he 
said, was the complaints and 
disciplinary procedure, which 
required a claim of miscon- 
duct against an officer to be 


By Kathy Marks 

proved beyond reasonable 
doubt He said that the force 
welcomed impending changes 
to the regulations that would 
lower the standard of proof to 
the “balance of probabilities” 

Yesterday's hearing began 
with a minute's silence in mem- 
ory of Stephen and a short 
prayer by the Bishop of Stepney, 
die Rt Rev John Sentamu, one 
of Sir William's advisers. 

Iftoe first part of the inquiry 
- the unravelling of the 
Lawrence murder investiga- 
tion - exposed a crisis of con- 
fidence in the Metropolitan 
Police, the second furnished 
compelling evidence that the 
grievances of London's minor- 
ity communities are replicated 
around the country. 

The regional meetings were 
a magnet for black and Asian 
people who grasped them as an 
opportunity to bear witness, to 
describe the indifference, ha- 
rassment and brutality that 
they say represent their routine 
experience of the police. 

They spoke on the periphery 
of the hearings, during 
lunchtimes and coffee breaks, 
in secluded corners of the hotel 
conference suites where the in- 
quiry convened. 

Some of their feces were al- 
ready £amlB ar, thanks to 
dogged rampfligns waged in the 
public eye. 

The Manchester meeting 
was attended by Mai Hussain, 
an Asian shopkeeper on a Lan- 
caster housing estate who has 
endured seven years of racial 
harassment, including sterl- 
ings and fire bombings. 

In Greenford, west London, 



Neville and Doreen Lawrence answering reporters’ questions, in front of a poster of their son Stephen, after meeting Jack Straw in June 1997 


there was Kwesi Menson, 
brother of Michael Menson, 
the musician who died after 
being set alight in north Lon- 
don, and SuUidev Red, moth- 
er of Ricky Reel, the Asian 
student found drowned in the 
river Thames. They, like Mr 
Hussain, accuse toe police of 
racism mid apathy. 

Janet Alder travailed to the 


Bradford meeting in the hope 
of highlighting the case of her 
brother; Christopher; who toed 
in unexplained circumstances 
in Hull police station last April 

Bradford, like other cities vis- 
ited by the public inquiry team 
over the past few weeks, was 
toe backdrop for counfless such 
harrowing tales. 

For instance, when one Pak- 


istani woman in toe city tele- 
phoned the police to report 
that a bottle of urine had been 
tossed through her dooi; was 
told: “At least it wasn't petrol 
Ybu won’t bum in your beds.” 

TWo dear themes emerged 
As Lee Jasper; chairman of the 
1990 Tkust, a leading black or- 
ganisation, put it recently, eth- 
nic minority citizens in Britain 


are “under-policed as victims of 
crime, over-policed when gong 
about their law-abiding busi- 
ness”. 

That is toe nub of toe whole 
sorry matter. On toe one hand, 

hlarira ami AS¥*TW SSy p olice foil 
to investigate properly radaDy- 
motivated crime, whether it be 
the daily harassment that 
makes many families' lives a 


misery, or the brutal murders 
that shape the headlines. 
On the other band, they say 
they suffer heavy-handed polic- 
ing based on racist stereo- 
types. 

Recent Home Office re- 
search found that black people 
are eight times more likely 
than whites to be stopped and 
searched, and five times more 


likely to be arrested- The m- 
quiry also heard a wealth or 
anecdotal evidence about toe 
chilling regularity with wnscn 
members of ethnic minorities 
are treated as perpetrators 
when they summon police to 
protect them. 

In Greenford. the Southall 
Monitoring Group, which col- 
lates such cases, spoke for a 
dozen men and women sitting 
in the audience. 

Optan, for instance- a Somali 
woman who needed five days of 
hospital treatment in July after 
she was kicked and punched by 
a white neighbour while seven 
months pregnant Police have 
yet to interview her alleged 
assailant 

And Miguel a young Asian 
who was racially abused and as- 
saulted by some white men at 
Gatwick Airport, where he was 
seeing oS a friend. His friend 
called toe police, who arrested, 
detained and charged Miguel. 
No one else was ever ques- 
tioned. 

The inquiry team, which 
held the regional meetings with 
toe aim of taking the tempera- 
ture of race relations outside 
London, has been left in no 
doubt as to the depth of cyni- 
cism and hostility with which 
police are viewed by the black 
and Asian population. 

As Sir William Macpherson 
retires to consider his recom- 
mendations, he is aware that 
nothing less than radical reform 
will begin to restore public con- 
fidence. 

He knows that it will take 
more than a bit of tinkering at 
the edges to deliver a police 
force that serves all communi- 
ties equally. 


A CATALOGUE OF ERRORS 


2k March 1998 
Edmund Lawson QC. coun- 
sel to the inquiry, opens the 
hearings. He describes the 
police inquiry as “seriously 
flawed - . Michael Mansfield 
QC. representing the 
Lawrence family, says: "The 
magnitude of the failure in 
this case cannot be ex- 
plained by mere incompe- 
tence ... So much was 
missed by so many chat 
deeper causes and forces 
must be considered." 

30 March 

Neville Lawrence (father) 
says in statement that he 
was told that the suspects 
were seen washing blood 
off themselves on the night 
of the murder. 

8 May 

Michael Mansfield QC al- 
leges there was a corrupt 
link between a police offi- 
cer and Clifford Norris, a 
criminal, and father of one 
of the five suspects. 

14 May 


Suspects announce plan to 
seek leave to apply for ju- 
dicial review of decision to 
cail them to give evidence 
at the inquiry. 

1 2 June 

High Court grants suspects 
leave to apply for review. 

1 5 June 

Videotape at inquiry shows 
suspects brandishing knives 
and expressing violent 
racist views. 

17 June 

Sir Paul Condon. Commis- 
sioner of the Met. apolo- 
gises to the family for the 
incompetence of the inves- 
tigation. 

18 June 

Lord Justice dismisses review 
application, but says sus- 
pects may not be asked 
whether they killed Stephen. 

29 June 

Suspects' appearance is 
marked by violent scenes 


as Nation of Islam activists 
attempt to enter building. 

30 June 

Suspects are pelted with 
bottles after evasive and 
implausible evidence and 
end up fighting in streets. 

1 October 

Sir Paul Condon repeatedly 
denies chat there is institu- 
tional racism in his force. 
Apologising to the 
Lawrences in person, he 
says: “I deeply regret chat 
we have not brought 
Stephen's racist murderers 
to justice and 1 would like 
to personally apologise 
again today to Mr and Mrs 
Lawrence for our failure." 

1 3 November 
The inquiry ends with a 
public hearing in Birming- 
ham. 

February 1999 

Sir William Macpherson’s 

report to be published. 
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Trie Link 




Save s e200 on Handheld PCs 





Travel insurance. At last, 
you're free to choose. 

You’re no longer tied to your travel agent when it comes to travel 
insurance. New legislation means travel agents can't force you to 
take out their travel insurance. In other words, the cover that is 
most profitable for them rather than the best deal for you! 

So now you're free to choose, make sure you choose CGU 
Direct. As the UK's largest life and general insurer, we give you 
great value travel cover at a really competitive price. 

Call us todnv for a better deal. 


CGU 


Direct 



0800 121 007 


Open 7 day 5 * wtrrk vnnv.cgu-di'e'.uc uJ. Caili may be mortitwed v monied far 
SOW protection CCy p.rett it .1 irMmg name a( Onetal Accident Fire and Lite 
awurarKC Corporation ok and Commercial Union Assurance Company 


Travel Insurance 0800 121 007 


INTEREST 

FREE 

OPTION* 


SAVE 



"The keyboard on the Psion Series 
5 is outstanding . . . and it comes 
with an excellent selection of * 
.built-in programs. FREE ; 
\communications software lets 
. \. you send and receive faxes 
\ and e-mails/' 

\ Mobile Choice, 

Guide to Communications '■/ 

Winter 1998. 


PSION 814b HANDHELD PC 

• Word processing, agenda, world clock, spreadsheet database and sketch software 

• Exchange files with your PC via included 

software and cable now 

• Backlit touch sensitive screen kaJQ ONLY 

• Digital recording and playback of voice memos 

Modek SERIES 5 Was £429.99 ^Foj 


L •%. 4-1N-1 

COMMUNICATOR 


ALCATEL 

ORGANISER AND ADDRESS BOOK 
.E-MAIL SOFTWARE 
» PAD AND PEN 
• DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 
In-store Price £24999* 

Modet ONE TOUCH COM 


d 499, 

WITH CHEQUEBACKS 

Plus E35 tar connection 



*r" VOICE 
RECOGNITION % 


PHILIPS 

• Voice and handwriting 
recognition 
Diary, To Do List and 
Address Book 
Backlit touch sensitive 
screen 
ModafcNINO 




HEWLETT PACKARD 

16Mb memory . 

> Microsoft Pocket Outlook, 
Word, Excel and Internet 
Explorer 

Send and receive fox 
software 

Modet 620LX 
Was! 
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BRITAIN'S 
BIGGEST CHOICE 


>'• ' 'ir v '' Til ' 


EXPERT 

ADVICE 


~ ..... CHJiWWFC 
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GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 


5 xi .^;We%drftte : . 

. priced - 

161 STORES 
NATIONWIDE 
Freephone 
0500 222 666 

/or your nearest store 
or to order direct 


LARGER STORES ONLY 




The Link 


S THE EASY ROUTE TO THE RIGHT HANDHELD PC 
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Kurdish guerrilla 
chief held in Rome 


*!* 


TURKEY’S MOST wanted man, 
the fugitive leader of the Kur- 
distan Workers’ Party (PKK), 
has been arrested in Rome, Ital- 
ian police said yesterday. A po- 
lice spokesman said Abdullah 
Ocalan, who has been sought by 
Ankara far two decades, was de- 
tained at Rome’s F mmirin n 
airport at around 10pm on 
Thursday, after flying in from 
Moscow on a false passport 

*TIe was arrested with the in- 
tention of him being extradit- 
ed.'' the police spokesman said. 
A Russian foreign ministry 
spokesman declined to com- 
ment on the report that Ocalan 
flew from Moscow. 

Mizgin Sen, Europ ean 
spokeswoman for the PICK’S po- 
litical wing, the National lib- 
eration Front of Kurdistan 
CERNK), said Ocalan had re- 
quested political asylum. 

“TfafehArw flnri hp hai; aefepri 

for political asyium ... We are 
waiting for his application to 
move forward,” she said. 

“He decided to go to Italy to 
apply for political asylum.” 


By JUde Webber 
in Rome 

Ocalan gave himself up after 
being stopped at passport con- 
trol, tiie police spokesman said. 
He is now being held at a prison 
the spokesman said, but de- 
clined to disclose its where- 
abouts. Media reports said 
Ocalan was being held at 
Rome’s Cefio military hospital 

“He is being held in a hos- 
pital. He has a slight health 
problem.” tire ERNK spokes- 
wmnan grid. She had no rfofeiilg 
but said: “It’s not too serious. 
This is what we have been told 
by Italian officials.” 

Ocalan, also known as “Apo”, 
has spearheaded an armed 
campaign for Kurdish autono- 
my for the last 14 years, in 
which m or e than 29,000 people 
have been killed. 

Ocalan, who is believed to be 
around 50, asked for political 
asylum in Russia earlier this 
month. On November 5, one- 
third of the Greek parliament 
renewed an invitation to Ocalan 


to visit Greece, him 
“die leader of the wurKFs most 
oppressed people.” 

In October, Hit key threat- 
ened Syria with nrfEtary force 
if it did not expel Ocalan, who 
Ankara said had taken refuge 
in the country. 

Turkish authorities said 
Ocalan used bases in Syrian- 
ccntroDed territory to launch at- 
tacks in southeastern TUrkey. 

The capture of the rebel 
leader will be seen in Ankara as 
a major coup against the PKK. 

“Italy should extradite 
Ocalan back to Turkey* Turk- 
ish Interior Minister Hasan 
Denizkurdu told the D 

television 

The police spokesman in 
Rome said he had no details of 
extradition plans «nd that the 
matter was in the hands of 
Italy’s justice ministry. 

Ocalan is the main architect 
of armed Kupfligh nationalism 
He founded the PKK in 1974 as 
an ex t rem e left faction that 
later earned a reputation for 
ruthlessness. -Raders 












Students try to lift a fallen colleague after troops opened fire on thousands of marchers in Jakarta yesterday 
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Death on 
campus 
as police 
open fire 


IT WAS more than an hour 
since tiie ambulance had driven 
away but nobody at the uni- 
versity knew what had hap- 
pened to Wawan. When the 
soldiers lurched into action, 
he was out at the front of the 
Atma Jaya campus with the 
other students, mid when they 
started firing into the as; he ran 
like the others into the shelter 
of the university. 

“That’s when I saw him fefl,” 
said a weeping young woman. 
“I thought ‘He’s OK, they’re 
only fixing blanks, it’s just the 
tear gas. m But the soldiers 
woe filing rubbercoated bul- 
lets and they fired one of them 
straight into Wawan’s chest 
Even as his anxious friends 
were talking, in the chaos of the 
campus’s main hafi, the news 
filtered through - he had (fied 
during the journey to the hos- 
pitaL He was 22. 

Atma Jaya is a private 
Catholic university, one of 
Jakarta's smartest, but within 
the space of a few hours yes- 
terday it became a battle- 
ground between two tragically 
mismatched armies. 

On one side were the pro- 
testers - ordinary Jakartans as 
well as students, at least four 
of whom were dead by the end 
of the day. On the other were 
I nd o n esia n sokfiers whose bru- 
tafifyyesterday destroyed what 
little remained of their credi- 
bility. “There are two lands of 
people in Indonesia now,” 
shouted one man last nigh t 
over the reports from auto- 
matic rifles and tear gas guns. 
“Civilians and animals." 

The afternoon had begun 
like the previous day; with huge 
processions of student pro- 
testers, who began at two dif- 
ferent spots in Jakarta and 
marched towards the mtinna) 
parliament There, new laws 

were being drafted by the Peo- 
ple’s Consultative Assembly, a 

body dominated fly appointed 
representatives of the former 
president, General Suharto. 

In May he was driven from 

power by demonstrating stu- 
dents a nd, since the assembly 
c onve ned on Monday, the stu- 
dents have angrily denounced 
the half-hearted measures 
which it has debated . 

All week, there have been 
fights between the demonstra- 
tors and the soldiers. On 


By Richard Lloyd Parky 
in Jakarta • ' 

trict The day before, the sol- 
diers had bear content to form 
a line and block the march. At 
330pm yesterday, supported 
by water camion md armoured 
cars, they charged. 

The mass of the crowd fled 
down the street, and hundreds 
ofothos took shelter in the uni- 
versity. If the aim had simply 
been to restore order and re- 
open the road, the operation 
would have aided there. But 
these were not traffic police - 
they were members of Kostrad, 
Indonesia's Strategic Reserve, 
the elite unit better known for 
atrocities in East Timor than 
crowd control 

They fired volley after volley 
into the campus, the Matter of 
their Swiss-nude Steyr rifles in- 
terspersed with the d eafening 
boom of tear gas launchers. If 
these had been live rounds, 
hundreds would have (fied. But 
a narrow calibre rubber round 





Gen Wiranto: Apologised 
for his troops’ behaviour - 

fired at dose range at the heart, 
throat or eyes is deadly. 

Half an hour later the firing 
ceased and twenty people lay: 
groaning on the floor with rub-" 
ber bullet wounds. In the cor- 
ner covered with sheets, lay the 
“apse of one boy who didn’t 
even make it to the Bmhirianrg. . 
The students reappeared at 
dusk and there was more 
shooting. By the time it was 
dark, shock had given way to 
rage, and Molotov cocktaBs flew 
out of the campus as the sol- 
diers continued to fire back in.. 

The last time Indonesian, 
students were shot dead toy 
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President Suharto. Whether 
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CULP CRISIS 


Saddam isolated 
as allies line up 



IRAQ is now in its third con- 
frontation in 12 months with the 
United States-led coalition and 
closer to becoming the target 
of air attack than at any Hmo 
since President Bill Clinton 
ordered a missile strike in 1996 . 
_ The most obvious explana- 
tion for the crisis is that Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein, the 
Iraqi leaden has overplayed 
his hand. In February he 
escaped a much-heralded air 
assault through a last-minute 
agreement with Kofi A nnan , 
the United Nations Secretary- 
General. The Arab world 
opposed an attack and the 
Security Council was split 
This time it is President Sad- 
dam who is isolated The line- 
up against him is similar to that 
in the days before the pro- 
longed air attack on Iraq in 
1991. By ending co-operation 
with UN weapons inspectors 
last month. Iraq alienated its 
potential allies on the Security 
Council such as France. Russia 
and China. The Arab world is 
passive. 

The aggressiveness of the 
Iraqi leader is surprising since 
he has moved cautiously over 
the past three years, calculat- 
ing carefully how far he can go. 
In 1996, he captured and then 
immediately withdrew from 
Arbil, the Kurdish capital, only 
provoking the US to fire a few 


By Patrick cockburn 

missiles at the south of the 
country. 

It may be that President 
Saddam calculates that an air 
attack alone, unsupported by 
ground forces, will do nothing 
to destabilise his rule. On the 
contrary it might do more to 
destroy the post-Gulf War set- 
tlement under which Iraq's 
sovereignty is limited by eco- 
nomic sanctions and weapons 
inspections, than all the diplo- 
matic manoeuvres of France 
and Russia at the UN. By the 
same token. President Clin ton 
is loath to order an attack that 
may undermine a political sta- 
tus quo he wants to preserve. 

The lesson of air attacks on 
Iraq in the past is that they may 
weaken but do not destroy the 
authority of the government In 
1991, the allies dropped 88,000 
tons ccf ordnance on Iraq, but it 
was the break-up of the Iraqi 
army in the face of ground 
assault that led to the uprisings 
in southern Iraq and Kurdistan. 

The air assault now planned 
will be on a lesser scale. It has 
many limitations. It will main- 
ly be Tbmahawk missiles, 
rather than fixed-wing aircraft 
because of the fear that pilots 
would be shot down and cap- 
tured. These are effective 
against large fixed targets pre- 



Saddam: Overplayed hand 

viously identified by intelli- 
gence. In the Gulf War the mis- 
siles rapidly destroyed Iraq's 
civil infrastructure of power 
stations and oil refineries, halt- 
ing the economy. 

Against the Iraqi military 
an air war is likely to be less 
effective. Unlike 1991 the Iraqi 
army does not have to be in 
battle formation to face a 
ground attack. It can easily be 
dispersed. General Wafiq al- 
Sammara’i, the former head of 
Iraqi intelligence who defect- 
ed, says the Iraqi army lost no 
officer above the rank of 
colonel from bombs and mis- 
siles during the Gulf War. 

Of 2,100 Iraqi tanks lost only 
10 per cent were destroyed 
from the air 

The Iraqi security forces, 


the heart of the regime, are 
likely to be least affected by 
bombing. All Iraqi government 
institutions have had alterna- 
tive headquarters since the 
Iran Iraq war 

The Iraqi leadership has to 
the past made it a firm rule not 
to use the deep bunkers in 
Baghdad whose position is 
known to the allies. President 
Saddam spent the Gulf War 
above ground in suburban vil- 
las in Baghdad. 

One much -trumpeted tar- 
get would be facilities that 
might produce chemical, bio- 
logical or nuclear weapons. 
But since the UN Special 
Committee (Unscom) on elim- 
inating such arms has been 
unable to locate plants used for 
sach purposes, again no clear 
target is available. An alter- 
native would be to hit all the 
buildings in which Unscom 
has placed surveillance cam- 
eras, but this would end all 
future monitoring. 

The allies might get lucky. A 
missile might hit the Iraqi 
leader. The Iraqi army might 
move against him. 

Both outcomes are unlikely. 
At the end of the bombing 
President Clinton will more 
probably face all the problems 
he did at the beginning, but will 
have used up his threat of an 
air offensive. 






Iraqi women waiting in line at a food distribution centre in Baghdad Karim Sahib/ AFP 
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Iraqis 

claim 

universal 

support 


BY EILEEN ALT POWELL 
in Baghdad 

THOUSANDS OF Iraqis queued 
outside gasoline stations yes- 
terday as Iraq's official media 

ignored the loss of Arab support 

in its confrontation over UN 
weapons inspections. 

Official newspapers pub- 
lished articles praising Sad- 
dam Hussein's decision to end 
all co-operation with Ibe UN 

Special Commission, and 
claimed worldwide condemna- 
tion of American threats. 

“Tie world calls for dialogue 
and peace and America seeks 
war and aggression, 7 * the offi- 
cial ai-Iraq newspaper said. 

“There is condemnation of 
American threats on both Arab 
Anri international levels,"* al- 
Thawra, the voice of the ruling 
Baath party newspaper, said. 

At one petrol station, 20 cars 
queued up in front of each of 
its eight pumps. “I fear the 
Americans will hit refineries 
and there will be a shortage of 
fueL" said one driver. 

Markets in Baghdad were 
crammed and at the Al-Shorja 
market, 40-year-old Naiima 
Aldan said she was buying 
coconut and sugar to make 
sweets for her four children. “I 
don't think anything will happen 
to us because God will keep us 
safe,* 7 she said. 


Weasel words 
serve only to 
glorify grim 
reality of war 


NOT SINCE the journalist 
Christopher Hitchens proved 
that Charlton Heston didn't 
know where Iraq was - just be- 
fore the 1991 Gulf War. the 
American actor claimed 
Bahrain as one of Iraq's neigh- 
bours - lias so much unadul- 
terated rubbish about the 
Middle East poured from the 
American media. 

Press commentators, calling 
for the carpet-bombing of Iraq 
and warning of a possible nu- 
clear war. have at last proved 
that if cliches could kill, Amer- 
ica would wipe out Saddam 
Hussein many times over. 

How many times have we 
heard these tired old lines? 
“The longer he waits, the more 
time Saddam has to hunker 
down" 'CBSi; "The world’s bad 
boys need a real threat to keep 
them in line." «Ti?n»?>; “Is this 
the moment of truth? Canadi- 
an TV>: and, from NBC. “Diffi- 
cult days lie ahead". Indeed they 
do - and not just for the jour- 
nalists who have been pumping 
out this stuff on cue as if we 
hadn't heard it in 1990. 1991, 
1993. 1996 and February 1998. 



Gary Cooper: American hero 


But who cares to ask what 
happens after America's air 
strikes when the big guns of 
Tlic Wad Street Journal are 
churning out the kind of stuff 
that you can find in columnist 
Lawrence Kaplan's latest con- 
tribution to military strategy in 
the Middle East. 

A serious effort to punish 
Saddam's "malfeasance" - (note 
that legalistic lermi would “re- 
quire more strikes than there 
are cruise missiles in the US ar- 
senal - thousands, not hun- 
dreds. of sorties, as part of a 
campaign lasting weeks, not 
days". Such a bombardment 
-would not make President 
Clinton another ‘Bomber’ Har- 
ris It would mean, however, tak- 
ing hundreds, perhaps 
thousands, of lives". 

The former under-secretary 
of state Joseph Sisco has been 
sounding off on the networks 
about “the quiet support of the 
.Arab countries" for air strikes 
and suggesting Saudi Arabia 
will allow US planes to use its 
air bases - which is untrue. 
"Unfortunately, innocent people 
will die,” he added. 


By Robert Fisk 

Canadian television audi- 
ences were told that “nobody 
can say that the United States 
is shooting from the hip". And 
the US Secretary of State, 
Madeleine Albright was al- 
lowed to get away with a claim 
that US strikes were intended 
“to significantly degrade his 
[Saddam'sl ability to reconsti- 
tute his weapons of mass de- 
struction" and "to protect his 
neighbours” - without once 
being asked which of his neigh- 
bours had sought that protec- 
tion- It is the unquestioning 
nature of American journal- 
ism that constitutes the 
media's greatest folly in this, 
the sixth major Gulf crisis since 
the country's reporters first 
announced the “defangmg” of 
Saddam in 1991. 

While mildly critical editori- 
als on Israel's continued set- 
tlement building have appeared 
in American papers, no con- 
nection has been made be- 
tween Arab frustration at 
President Bill Clinton's failure 
to force Israel to abide by the 
Oslo accords and the Arab re- 
fusal to give military support to 
American forces in the Gulf 
When I was asked on Cana- 
dian television on Thursday 
whether this was “the begin- 
ning of the end of UN prestige" 
in the Middle East, the only pos- 
sible reply was to suggest that 
it could prove to be the end of 
US, rather than UN. prestige. 
This was met by the inter- 
viewer. an otherwise sharp and 
intelligent man. with a Eadal ex- 
pression that resembled my 
laptop computer when it an- 
nounces "total disk failure" at 
the top of the screen. 

There are a few droplets of 
doubt from US television pre- 
senters. One woman fronting a 
prime-time breakfast show did 
apologise when she confronted 
the phrase “collateral dam- 
age". in fact, she winced when 
she used the words. But it is 
otherwise familiar territory - 
complete with the requisite 
cowboy images so beloved of 
the former president Ronald 
R ea g an . My favourite turned up 
' in Time magazine this week 
under the byline of Josef Joffe. 
i Tired of confronting region- 
: aJ bullies, he suggested that 
[ America may have to "go back 
. to High Noon, where in the end 
Gan- Cooper had to slug it out 
- with the bad guys all by him- 
> self". Ignored was the fact that I 
tiie old monochrome Western j 
; was a total work of fiction - and 1 
j that Cooper, the fantasy sher- 
5 12 who’d been having an affair 
} with an imprisoned gangster's 
s moil, almost brought destruc- 
i lion on his own town. But why 
s care when the spurious legends 
of America's Wild West can be 
s brought in to shore up US pol- 
icy in the Middle East? 


If you tell your 
girlfriend, 
wife jtoe think < 
le«& of you? ... 




Sometimes 

its EASIER 

TO TALK 
TO SOMEONE 
YOU 

DONT LIKE. 
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When you have a problem, it’s the 
most natural thing in the world to want 
to talk it through with someone. 

Sometimes, though, this creates 
another problem: who’s the best person 
to confide in? 

Awn obvious choice would be a close 
friend. But lets face it, we don’t always 
choose our friends for their amazing 
powers of tact, diplomacy and 
discretion. Tell one person, and you may 
end up telling the world. 

You may be lucky enough to be able 
to calk to someone in your family. Then 
again, you may be one of the large 
number of people who find talking to 
your nearest and dearest agonisingly 
embarrassing. 

A girlfriend or boyfriend? If you can, 
great. But sometimes we don’t want to 
expose our weaknesses to those who 
fancy us. 

And sometimes your relationship is 


the very problem you want to discuss. 

That's where The Samaritans can be 
useful. We’re more discreet than your 
best mate, we'll listen as carefully as 
your girlfriend or boyfriend, and we're as 
sympathetic as your family. We’re also 
non-judgemental, unshockable. and 
extremely experienced. 

Our national number is 0345 90 90 90, 
and you can e-mail us on 
jo@samaritans.org or visit our 
homepage at www.samaritans.org. 
We’re available 24 hours a day, every 
day of the year. 

And you don’t have to be climbing 
up the walls before you call us - any 
kind of problem, big or small. Is a good 
enough reason to pick up the phone. 

Call now. You'll find we’re 
remarkably easy to talk to. 

Ttie Samaritans 
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Sex, death and a Governor’s secretary 
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Anne Marie Eahey (left) was last seen alive on 27 June 1996. Thomas Capano (right), a wealthy lawyer, is accused of her murder 


THE MYSTEBY has gripped 
the small East Coast state of 
Delaware for more than two 
years. What happened to 
Anne Marie Fahey, the former 
scheduling secretary of the 
Democrat Governor Thomas 
Carver? 

For months after her dis- 
appearance on 27 June 1996 
there was no clue. Billboards 
went up on the highways beg- 
ging -for information about 
hen Was she still alive? Had 
she been murdered? 

Nobody was more anxious 
for answers than the Gover- 
nor himself, who appealed 
finally to President BUI Clin- 
ton for some federal assis- 
tance. And he got it when a 
team of FBI agents was dis- 
patched from Washington to 
join the hunt for the woman. 
We have answers now. and 
they are just as grisly as 
everyone had feared. Ms 
Fahey, a vivacious and pret- 
ty 30-year-old, is indeed dead. 

We know too that her body 
was bundled into a large 
Igloo cool box and damped 
into the Atlantic Ocean, 70 
miles off-shore. But with a 
trial in the case now under 
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By David Usborne 
tnNewTbrk 

way in Wilmington, the state 
capital, the key piece in the 
gruesome jigsaw is stOl miss- 
ing. Who killed her and why? 

State prosecutors and the 
FBI think ttmt they know that 
too. The man who stands 
charged with the killing is 
Thomas Capano, a bond 
lawyer and the eldest son of 
one of Wilmington's wealthi- 
est and most powerful of fam- 
ilies. Married with four 
children, Mr Capano had a 
steamy affair with Fahey, 
which had been concealed 
even from some of her clos- 
est friends. 

He is accused of killing her 
when she tried to end their 
illicit relationship. It is not 
just the position of Ms Fahey 
in the Governor's office or 
the social standing of Mr 
Capano, a former deputy 
state attorney-general, which 
has propelled the trial into 
the headlines. There is also 
family intrigue. Mr Capano, 
49, has been betrayed by two 
of his brothers, Louis and 
Gerard. Their arms twisted 
by the FBI, both agreed to 
testify against him. Their sto- 
ries, indeed, are the crux of 
the prosecution's case. 

Even as the trial started, 
lawyers for Mr Capano 
changed tactics. In anticipa- 
tion of the story that Gerard 
would tell about how he 
helped his brother take the 
cooler and body out to sea on 
his boat, they acknowledged 
that Ms Fahey's body had 
been inside and that their 
client knew it 

This grossly contradicted a 
number of previous state- 
ments from Mr Capano. For 
months, he had insisted he 
knew nothing of the fate of his 
ex-lover, even though the last 
time she had been seen alive 
was with him at a restaurant 
in Philadelphia - on the night 
she vanished. But Mr 
Capano, the lawyers still 
insisted, did not kill her. She 
had died in an "outrageous, 
horrible, tragic accident”. 
What accident, they have yet 
to say. It was a manoeuvre 
designed to draw the sting 
from Gerard Capano’s 
expected testimony. 

It may have been effective. 
But when Gerard finally took 
the stand this week, his story 
was more vivid and ghastly - 
and compelling - than any 
horror film script 
Several months before the 
night of the alleged crime, 
Thomas had come to his 
brother with a story about 
two people attempting to 
bla ckmail him. He might 
need to kill one of them, he 
told Gerard. If that hap- 
pened, could he borrow his 
boat the Summer Wind, to 
dump the corpse in the 
ocean? Though perplexed, 


Gerard said nothing to the 
police. He did not he said, 
t aka his brother seriously. > 
According to Gerard, it was 
on 28 June 1996 that his 
brother turned up at his 
house saying that he had 
“done it* 

The next morning, they 
set out from shore, with the 
cooler on deck. When, finally, 
they heaved the icebox over- 
board, it refused to sink. Ger- 
ard said be then took a 
hunting rifle that was on 
board and fired a shell into 
the cooler. Bed liquid oozed 
from the hole, but still it 
would not sink. 

Next, Gerard testified, the 
pair hauled the cooler back 
on board. At that point, he 
handed a heavy anchor to 
Thomas and told him “he 
was on his own". Gerard 
went forward and stared out 
to sea. He turned round just 
in time, however, to witness 
part of a leg and foot slipping 
beneath the waves. 

Gerard Capano's testimo- 
ny transfixed the courtroom. 
At the back, the mother of the 
Capano brothers, whose fam- 
ily had once been one of the 
proudest in Wilmington, wept 
quietly. In another sat the 
mother and brother of Ms 
Fahey. To add to the drama, 
the prosecution placed a 
large cooler, complete with 
bullet holes, on the court- 
room floor. 

It was, it must be said, not 
the cooler in question. That is 
to be submitted as evidence 
later. By a stroke of luck for 
the prosecution, the cool box 
turned up after a fisherman 
heard about the case on the 
news. He had found the cool- 
er while out at sea and. ignor- 
ing the strange holes in its 
sides, put it to good use - 
storing fresh fish in it for sale 
to customers. 

The FBI was able to trace 
the cool box to a supply shop 
and determine it had been 
bought with one of Thomas 
Capano’s credit cards. 

Before the prosecution 
rests, it will also bring for- 
ward Louis Capano. He will 
testify how some days later 
he helped his brother dispose 
of furniture from his house 
that was stained with blood. 
The FBI also had luck there. 

While Ms Fahey's body 
will never be recovered, a 
DNA sample was obtained 
from a medical facility. There 
was a positive match 
between that and the blood 
on the furniture. But the jury, 
the Governor and all of 
Delaware are now awaiting 
the defence. 

Could there be another 
explanation for Ms Fahey's 
demise? If Thomas Capano 
has a convincing story about 
an accident - outrageous and 
horrible - he may yet be 
saved. If convicted, he could 
himself face death. 


Lumber firm 
loses licence 
in eco battle 


A LOGGING company at the 
centre of a bitter environmen- 
tal dispute over the fate of Cal- 
ifornia’s redwoods has had its 
licence suspended because of 
its repeated violations of state 
forestry regulations and “gross 
negligence”. 

The Pacific Lumber Co, 
which owns the highest con- 
centration of old-growth red- 
woods in the world, was told this 
week by the state Department 
of Forestry that it would not be 
allowed to cut any trees for the 
rest of the year and would have 
to reapply for a licence to re- 
sume operating in 1999. 

The decision marked a vic- 
tory for environmentalists who 
have accused the company of 
wantonly destroying ancient 
groves, silting up rivers, pro- 
voking landslides and attacking 
the habitats of endangered 
species including the spotted 
owl and the coho salmon. 

A handful of activists from 
the group Earth First! have 
been camping for months on 
top of the tallest redwoods 
owned by Pacific Lumber in a 
last-ditch effort to save the 
trees. 

The Department of Forestry 
which briefly suspended Pacif- 
ic Lumber’s licence a year ago, 
said there had been more than 
200 violations of its rules over 
the past three years and tiro re- 
cent criminal fictions. ' 

Enviro nmentalists also hold 
the company responsible for 
the death of an activist crushed 
by a felled redwood in Sep- 


BY ANDREW GlIMBEL 
in Los Angeles 

tembec although no charges 
have been pressed in that case. 

“This derision is not an easy 
one to make, considering the ef- 
fects on employees, but we 
simply cannot allow these vio- 
lations to continue,” Bichard 
Wilson, forestry department 
directoi; said in a statement. 

Pacific Lumber said it would 
not fight the department's de- 
cision. “Frankly the company 
and I are embarrassed by the 
suspension and we have 
reached the conclusion that no 
valid purpose would be served 
by appealing,” Pacific Lum- 
ber’s president, John Campbell 
said. He also announced that 
180 of the company’s 1,500 log- 
gers would be laid off with im- 
mediate effect 
Outside of a handful of small 
national parks, the redwoods of 
northern California have been 
disappearing with alarming 
speed over the past few years. 
Greatest attention has been 
focused recently on the 200,000- 
acre Headwaters Forest in 
Humboldt County, owned by Pa- 
cific Unnbei; where once thick- 
ly clustered hillsides have 
turned bald and rare species 
are dying out 

Hie federal government re- 
cently agreed to buy 7,000 acres 
of the forest for $480m - 25 
times the market price - in a 
deal hotly contested by envi- 
ronmentalists as too little, too 
late at way too high a price. 
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Corruption in 

China spawns 
a bestseller 


AS SHE lays bare the fforfesrso- 
cial and economic conse- 


* p ^ UVUIUCd 

of reform, He Qingiian does not 

nrace her words . In this year’s 

best-sdKng book, The PUfijUs 
of Modernisation, the 42-yeai> 
old author launches the sort of 
broadside against Chinese of- 
ficialdom that might be ex- 
pected to result in an unwanted 
knock at the door by the public 
security goons. 

Tbe writer lashes out at “the 
politics of swapping money for 
power", the “excessive gap be- 
tween poor and rich", and at a 
potential “social crisis”. Nine 
publishers turned down the 
m anuscript, fearing the conse- 
quenoes ^printing such a book. 

These days, Ms He finds 
herself under assault, but not 
from the authorities. “The prob- 
lems do not come from the 
government but from some 
cultural hooligans in China. 
The hooligans steal my name 
to produce a fake book, an ille- 
gal publication under my name. 
In China there are no e ffecti v e 
measures to protect copyright” 

And how are sales of her real 
book? “The official number of 
copies my book has sold is al- 
most 200,000, but the pirated 
copies are five or six time this 
number; ” she says. 

Ms He is a publishing phe- 
nomenon in China. Her book is 
an academic, carefully argued 
attack; on corrupt Chinese offi- 
cialdom and on the institution- 
alised graft that Has enrinhwi 
those in power. Such has been 
its success since publication 
earlier this year that, hire all 
bestsellers, it soon caught the 
eye of die pirate publishers. Ms 
He is even suing one writer for 
allegedly passing off his work 
under her name. 

Her main concern, however 
is the gap between the theory 
of China’s reform and uglier re- 
ality. It is now exactly 20 years 
since China's former strong- 
man Deng Xiaoping launched 
his reform programme, and 
Ms He lam basts the powerful 
elite, which during that period 
amassed huge amounts of 


by Teresa poole 

in Peking 

money; mostly by siphoning off 
state assets. “Several ille gal 
people with power acc nrmila t- 
ed their money ty exploiting the 
shortcomings of the system ... 
In less than two ffafgiteg t fTh^ a 
has seen a t ransfrirmaHnn fr om 
R gatitarianigm tn t» rem s V fe r p fafe 

gap between the rich and poor;" 
she writes. 

The “power-holders” in gov- 
ernment departments and en- 
terprises have accumulated 
“huge wealth at a speed the 
world has rarely seen”, she 



‘the politics of swapping 
money for power* 

says, by abusing their control 
over permits and the “power to 
distribute resources”. 

No one in China is unaware 
of the country’s endemic cor- 
ruption. The past few weeks 
have seen the sacking of 
China’s top anti-comqrtlon 
prosecutor because he had “vi- 
olated discipline”, and revela- 
tions of a massive £460m VAT 
fraud ring involving 89 defen- 
dants. But Ms He goes further 
in specifying the ilis of society 
that have resulted from what 
die calls a “crippled” reform 

p ro gramme, “1 ftrinkthe largest 

drawback of 20 years’ reform is 
that we overlooked social jus- 
tice, while emphasising eco- 
nomic development," she said 


from her home in Shenzhen, in 
southern China. She doubts 
that lie official anti-corruption 
drive wiB be successful 
“The problem arises from an 
incomplete monitoring sys- 
tem,” she s^ys, pointing the fin- 
ger at the notion of a one-party 

state trying to police itself. She 
dtes the “ccDuston between un- 
derworld society and officials”. 

Such views were not easy to 
get into print. Ms He tried nine 
publishing houses in five 
provinces. “None dared to pub- 
lish it They all felt the social 
value and market value of the 
book was high. But thqy could 
not afford the political risk," die 
says. As always in China , it 
needed someone with political 
clout to back the book. Liu Ji, 
vice-president of the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences, 
and dose to China’s Presi- 
dent, Jiang Zemin, had it pub- 
lished as part of a series under 
the theme of “China’s prob- 
lems”. Mr liu “thinks the book 
is a patriotic book”, says Ms 
He, an econo mist by training 
who is still on the staff of the 
Shenzhen Legal Daily. 

Patriotic or not, it is care- 
fully pitched to expose prob- 
lems in Chinese society while 
not attacking China’s leaders, 
orthe Deng programme. The 
party itself, after all, is osten- 
sibly as worried about cor- 
ruption and the growing 
wealth gap as is the author. 
The book appears to have been 
adopted by those who say they 
are trying to dean up the sys- 
tem. Ms He said- “In the cen- 
tral party school and the 
central government ministries, 
many people have told me pri- 
vately their thigh) opinions of 
the book.” 

But she plays safe when it 
comes to tike question of 
whether the answer is political 

reform. “The problem is when 

to reform and how to reform. 
I think it will take some time 
before (the party) reach a con- 
sensus. I think they might 
think about political reform 
because of corruption," 
she says. 



An Su Ryon, 11, one of many children suffering from malnutrition, is examined at a clinic in Wonsan, North Korea 


APi'Rcd Cross 


TB threat to starving Korea 


NORTH KOREA is facing a “crit- 
ical" food shortage as it enters 
its fourth winter of famine, with 
diseas es such as tuberculosis 
on the rise and a generation of 
stunted children suffering from 

long-term malnutrition. West- 
ern aid officials said this week. 

Donor fatigue and the “com- 
plicated debate aroundthepol- 
i&s of providing support” to tbs 
world's last Stalinist state 
should not be allowed to divert 
world attention from North 
Korea’s humanitarian tragedy 
said foe International Federa- 
tion of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies. 

Dr Astrid Heiberg, foe fed- 
eration’s president, in Peking 
after a visit to North Korea, said 
there could be “a very very 


By Teresa Poole 

heavy toll” from respiratory 
diseases and tuberculosis this 
winter; unless attention was 
given to food aid The federation 
has launched a US$9m appeal 
for next year; particularly for 
drugs, essential medicines, and 
blankets, jackets and coal for 
foe winter “Ibe situation is crit- 
ical," she said 
Apart from children under 
three years of the age, who are 
foe target of foe food aid, the 
condition of foe general popu- 
lation was not impro vi ng. Dr 
Heiberg said she had visited 
places “where foe children are 
dearly stunted A 10-year-old 
looked as if he were six or 
sevenj a five-year-old looked as 


if she were three, maybe two." 
In one rural hospital, there 
were 10 beds available, “but 
they oafor had food forforee pa- 
tients”. Substitute food, con- 
taining up to 70 per cent cattle 
foddei; was produced and eaten 
throughout the country, caus- 
ing diarrhoea and protein- 
deficiency oedemas. 

On the question of whether 
there were “massive” deaths 
from hunger in certain areas, 
MargaretaWahistrom, the fed- 
eration's under-secretary gen- 
eral for disaster relief, said: “No 
one can say. If you ask our 
agency colleagues, they say, 
we don’t know. Do people die 
from hunger in the areas where 
we are actually working? Prob- 
ably yes. Because severe 


chronic malnutrition leads to 
premature death .. In large 
numbers? No, I don’t think so. 
But it is bad enough that there 
are maybe a small amount" 
North Korean doctors had 
confirmed that infant and child 
mortality was up, and women 
m the country said fewer babies 
were being bom. 

Meanwhile, the North Kore- 
an regime has itecnm priorities, 
recently proceeding with an 
expensive satellite launch while 
asking for food aid, and feeding 
its huge army first 
Dr Heiberg said she did not 
want “to sound too naive” on 
the question of foe military’s 
share of the country's domes- 
tically produced food supply. “I 
know there is a system that foe 


military has the first pick of 
the rations that are given ... 
they have kind of a priority 
when it comes to the food sup- 
ply." But she stressed that this 
was not true for the interna- 
tional food aid. 

North Korean government 
officials refuse to admit that 
the famine has as much to do 
with government polio/ as nat- 
ural disasters, and are con- 
vinced that the country can 
soon revert to self-sufficiency. 
•AD of them repeatedly said that 
they would overcome, they 
would have victory in foe end," 
Dr Heiberg said. 

Pyongyang has now even 
set a completely unrealistic 
target for a self-sufficient phar- 
maceutical industry by 2000. 
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CHICKEN TONIGHT SIZZLE & STIR 


TWO JAR FORMAT 



Due to Chicken Tonight’s commitment to the 
highest standards of safety and quality, we have 
taken the precautionary measure of recalling our 
new Sizzle & Stir cooking sauces. This is due to 
a production defect in a small number of packs. 
This recall affects all the new Chicken Tonight 
Sizzle & Stir varieties of Korma, Balti, Tikka 
Masala, Thai Sweet Chilli, Peking and Sweet 
& Sour sauces. NO OTHER CHICKEN TONIGHT 
JARS ARE AFFECTED. 

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO 

tf you have purchased one of the above packs 
please dispose of the jars and contents and send 
the barcode from the wrapper together with 
your name and address to CHICKEN TONIGHT 
SIZZLE & STIR, FREEPOST BU279, NELSON, 
LANCASHIRE BB8 5BR. You will receive your 
product replacement voucher as quickly as possible. 
We apologise for any inconvenience caused and 
would like to thank ali our customers in advance 
for their understanding and co-operation. 

FREEPHONE: 0800 141214 
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Visit the new world of Deddor in Selfridges Beauty HalL 

Deddor, leaders in Aromatherapy skmcare. 

For details of a complimentary gift and treatment offer 
call 0171 620 1234 Ext 3701 
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1 18/FOREIGN news 

I Terror attacks 
f on Koreans 
j rise in Japan 


THE INDEPENDENT 

1-* iMrwernbgr 199S 



Aid streams in 
to Honduras 


LATE LAST summer, a Korean 
giri named Kwun Woo Min was 
walking home from school in 
western Tbkyo when a middle- 
aged man siru ck her oa the head 
with an umbrella, and rode 
quickly awajy on his bicycle. 

A few minutes later; as she 
waited at the railway station an- 
other man spat on hen The next 
day, a Korean school in Tokyo 
received anonymous phone 
calls from a man who threat- 
ened to kidnap a pupil, strip her 
and dump her on a river bank. 

Dozens more threatening 
calls were made over the nest 
few days - razor blades were 
sent through the post, and Ko- 
rean schools in Japan went into 
a panic after someone rang the 
General Association of Korean 
Residents riaimmg to have put 
Cyanide in a school water tank. 

For the past two and half 
months Korean Japanese have 
been taunted, shoved, spat on, 
threatened, stabbed and even 
murdered. The majority of the 
victims have been young girls, 
travelling to and from school in 
traditional Korean dress. 

There are about €60,000 eth- 
nic Koreans living in Japan 
and since the early part of the 
century they have suffered prej- 
udice and occasional violence. 
This month a United Nations 
human rights panel listed dis- 
crimination against Koreans 
as one of 30 areas of concern in 


By Richard Lloyd Parry 
in Tokyo 

Japan. But thing s have rarely 
been as bad as they are now. 

^People feel fearful and 
scared, but also very angry." 
said So Chung On, of the General 
Association, known in Japan as 
Chosen Soren. ''When the situ- 
ation on the Korean peninsula is 
tense, when Japan propagates 
hostility against North Korea, 
people act on these false allega- 
tions, and they victimise people 
who cannot resist They aim at 
schoolchildren, schoolgirls who 
cannot resist It is very nasty.” 

The latest wave of attacks 
has a very particular cause - 
the launch by North Korea of a 
long-range rocket through the 
sides high above northern 
Japan on 31 August It was ini- 
tially identified by the American 
military as a ballistic missile; 
Pyongyang insisted that it was 
a civilian rocket bearing a small 
satellite into orbit Either way, 
it was a shock to the Japanese 
who knew nothing of the rock- 
et’s existence until after it had 
plunged into the sea. Sanc- 
tions were imposed and the 
next day, the attacks on the 
schoolgirls began. 

There were 33 separate in- 
cidents in September. Last 
week, petrol bombs were 
thrown into the Tokyo and 
Yokohama offices of Chosen 


Soren. A month ago an official 
on night duty in the Chiba city 
branch died after bemgbeaten, 
strangled, stabbed, soaked in 
petrol and set alight The police 
at first appeared reluctant to ac- 
knowledge a political motiva- 
tion, insisting the Wiling was 
part of a botched burglary. 

There have been no arrests, 
although most believe the cul- 
prits are members of Japanese 
right-wing organisations, who 
regularly parade through the 
streets, waving Rising Sun flags 
and blaring martial music. 

Leaders of the Chosen Soren 
are senior members of the 
Workers' Party and, as the de I 
./octo North Korean embassy in j 
Tokyo, it is also believed to 1 
channel money from Korean | 
businessmen in Japan to the 
government in Pyongyang. 

In 1994, there were similar at- 
tacks during the nuclear crisis 
when Pyongyang was suspect- 
ed of developing nuclear 
weapons. Then, as now, the vic- 
tims were schoolgirls whose 
uniform consists of the Korean 
national costume, a skirt and 
short jacket called chima 
chogori. “Even if we don't know 
whether North Korea launched 
a missile or a satellite, it should 
take responsibility for causing 
anxiety;'' said Kim Yong. a Ko- 
rean mother. “But what did Ko- 
rean schools do? What does it 
have to do with young children?" 


FOREIGN AID from around the 
globe streamed in to Honduras 
yesterday as President Carlos 
Roberto Flores urged his coun- 
trymen on national radio to 
“face the apocalyptic reality" 
and “rebuild the country as 
rapidly as possible" . 

Officials put the Honduran 
death toll at 7,000, with anoth- 
er 11,000 people injured, 10,000 
missing and 800,000 houses 
damaged or destroyed by Hur- 
ricane Mitch. In Nicaragua, 
the toll was 2,362 dead. 287 in- 
jured, 970 missing and 36,000 
houses destroyed or damaged 

The president said repairs 
could cost four times Hon- 
duras’ $L2bn annual budget 
He urged the United States and 
other countries to forgive Hon- 
duras’ $4-3bn (£2.6bn) debt, 
grant it free-trade status and 


By Eloy Aguilar 
in Tegucigalpa 

help with “a massive supply of 
fresh resources to aid in re- 
building the country". 

In the northern Honduran 
town of La Mesa, US soldiers 
planned to help open a key 
road buried by the hurricane. 
There were reports that di- 
verting equipment to the Gulf 
may have slowed the US relief 
effort 

In the Honduran capital of 
Tegucigalpa, law students dug 
with shovels alongside earth- 
moving equipment trying to rid 
the city of thick layers of mud. 

Six Japan defence-force air- 
craft left yesterday on a relief 
mission bo Honduras in Tbfcyo’s 
first dispatch of military units 
for disaster aid abroad. <AF> 


/138^jBS 




Crew members on the Canadian naval frigate ‘Ottawa’ standing to attention yesterday 
as they sad by Sydney Harbour Bridge, ready to berth for a goodwill visit Reuters 


HURRICANE APPEAL 

Organised by 

Disasters Emergency Committee 

representing 1 5 major charities 
Donations to: or call: 

Independent Appeal 0870 6060900 

Disasters Emergency Committee for credit card 

52 Great Portland Street donations 

London WIN 5 AH 

O’KTues pjyaWe W Emergrncy Appeal 


Please sponsor her today, 
tomorrow maybe too late. 








Tragically in many of the poorest parts of the 
world, one in four children die before the age of 
five. The sad fact is that many of these deaths 
could be prevented - and for vert’ little cost. 

This is where you can help. You can help 
provide J child and their whole community with 
healthcare, safe clean water, education and 
agricultural skills - the essential things needed for 
a healthy, self-reliant future. 

In return, you’ll receive a photo and messages 
from the child you sponsor. VC'e’ll also keep you 
up-to-dare with regular progress reporrs from our 
held workers. The sooner you sponsor a child, 
the sooner you can give her a chance in life. 
Please sponsor a child today. 


Please send me further details about sponsoring a 
child, or call 01460 61073. 

I'm interested in sponsoring in: 

□ Africa □ Asia □ Where need is greatest 

Mr/Mns/Miss/Ms 

Address 


Tel (Dav] 


Postcode 

(Eye) _ 


I can’t sponsor a child now, but enclose a gift of: 

C3 £200 □ £100 d £50 G £25 □ £ 

Make cheques / POs payable ro 
Action Aid, and send to: 

ActionAid, fj 

FREEPOST BS4868, . 

SaiSr* ACTIONAIDSri 


A WEEK IN THE LIFE 

NOEL RAWLINSON, GOLD MINER 


Olympian spirit spurs search 
for Klondike’s crock of gold 


A PAIR of brawny forearms 
come bristling through the 
gloom, of the narrow tunneL A 
beard the shape and size of a 
shovel quickly follows - then 
the glow of the eyes, set just 
off tiie parallel, seeming to 
focus on a distant point over 
ray left shoulder. 

A hunched figure pushes 
the old rusted trolley down the 
tracks, deep into the blackness 
beneath the Blue Mountains. 
Somewhere in these hills, 
there is gold -and Noel Rawh 
inson, the last gold miner of 
Ophir New South Wales, is de- 
termined to find it 

This was the Australian 
Klondike, the island continent's 
first workable goldfield, dis- 
covered nearfy 150 years ago. 
Fbr the past 15 of them, Noel 
has been chipping out a lone- 
ly living from the bare earth. 

Awhile ago, he hit upon the 
one priceless nugget of imag- 
ination that might just end up 
making his fortune. For when 
the modern equivalent of a 
gold rush comes to the “lucky 
country’* in two years' time, 
competitors at the Sydney 
Olympiad will be competing for 
medals forged from the pure 
base metal found at Ophir. 


It's Monday and water is 
dripping from the Heath-Rohin- 
son collection of rails, pulleys 
and hoists that between them, 
form the capitalisation of the 
Gunnadoo gold mine. 

The name represents the 
expeditious approach re- 
quired to establish, from 
scratch, an untidy collection of 
tin shacks huddled deep in the 
gully between slopes of wet 
forest rGunnadoo this, Gun- 
nadoo that”). 

Emerging from living quar- 
ters that make the spartan 
conditions of an Olympic vil- 
lage seem luxurious, the old 
gold miner rescues a hard 



Gold miner Noel Rawiinson staking his mineral claim 


hat from the lean-to, redoubt 
of the resident flock of peahens 
in tiie persistent downpours of 
this Australian spring. The 
Gunnadoo spirit seems, tem- 
porarily, remote, as another 
week of toil beckons. 

A dentist's chair is another 
incongruity amid the duttec 
Propped against it are the tools 
of the trade -a humble pick and 
shovel, same as the convicts 
who first came here in 1851. 

For years ships refused to 
dock at Melbourne or Sydney 
because their crews would 
desert heading off into the in- 
hospitable bush, drawn by the 
glister of gold. This morning, 
as a meaty fist closes around 
the haft of each implement, 
and the plastic brim of the hel- 
met diverts the rivulets from 
the busby eyebrows, a pang of 
gold fever stirs. 

The paydirt lies under 80 
feet or more of unyielding 
basalt, in the beds of what used 
to be surface rivers. At any mo- 
ment, a stroke of the blade 
might hit a fold or crevice 
where the “nuggety gold” ac- 
cumulated in eddies as ancient 


waters drained the hillsides. 


On Tuesday, he takes a 
break from “hard yakka" to 
visit the nearby town of Or- 
ange. A mining settlement of 
30,000 souls, it is full of char- 
acters. Fbur hours from Syd- 
ney there is nothing west of 
here for 2,000 miles. 

Visits to the post office and 
store by a burly caller from the 
hills occasion little comment 
There is mail to post to sup- 
pliers, and the time of day to 
pass with officials from the 
local council. In conjunction 
with two neighbouring coun- 
ties, they have struck a deal 
with the Olympic authorities to 
buy the six kilograms needed 
to make the medals for the 
Games. Everyone is looking 
forward to a dinner at the 
local hotel where sporting per- 
sonalities will launch, the ap- 
peal to pay for it 


Back in the homestead the 


following day Noel is joined by 
his apprentice -his son Jason. 
The gleaming grains just 
cover the palm of the 1 7 -year- 
old’s hand after another lesson 
in panning. The day's takings 
of a thriving business bring a 
grunt of satisfaction from his 
father. At 61, he is looking to 
hand over the reins to a 
younger man. 

But Jason's ambitions lie 
with other more lucrative gold 
mining operations. Father and 
son grow tense whenever this 
subject is mentioned. 


Cadia, owner of the world's 
biggest earth grindec which is 
capable of churning out half a 
million ounces a year has 
guaranteed the six kilograms 
if supplies from Gunnadoo 
mine run short Noel comes 
away from this discussion de- 
termined that Gunnadoo will 
come through. Th e dream of a 
crock of gold has kepi him hard 
at it throughout the winter 
downpours. He is determined 
to achieve his goal 


Friday brings a trickle of 
tourists, who have heard of the 
Olympic connection, the amaz- 
ing story of the one-man gold 
mine and his boy apprentice. 

Beneath the iron grey of 
Noel's bristles, the chin juts 
proudly as he begins another 
history lesson for the assem- 
bled tourists in the half-light of 
the tunneL He explains how 
transportation to Van Dieman’s 
land- as Australia used to be 
called - met the Australian 
dream in the glint of a pan- 
handler's gold 
Fbr a minute, fbr tourists 
clutching their $3 bag of gold- 
bearing gravel, the dream 

survives. 

Jake Lynch 














You will find a difference in rhe range of holidays Saga offers - from a 
week touring the Scottish Highlands to a month of winter sunshine in the 
Canary Islands, a rail tour through the Canadian Rockies to a balloon ride 
over the Nevada Desert, in Palm Springs, an elephant ride in Thailand to 
the adventure of a lifetime on a round the world cruise. 

Wherever you choose ro travel, you will find a difference roo in quality, 
service and value, all backed by 47 years’ experience arranging holidays 
exclusively for people aged 50 and over. 

For your copies of Saga’s new brochures, simply complete and return the 
coupon below-, or call our 24-hour brochure request line free. 


eJ» free 


0800 300 456 'S’ A56S 


hTTp-jAvwu.sjjy .co.uk 


SA3A 

Surprisingly different 


1 lyo 



Send for your brochures today 

Overseas Cruises 

Europe and the Mediterranean □ Ocean 


North America 
Rest of the world 
Flight only 
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BICC shares soar on Wassail stake 


ND J FMAMJ J A SON 


SHARES in BICC soared 
share price, pence nearly 17 per cent 

200 — — yesterday to 6&5p after the 

180 Tm -t~ acquisitive construction 

160 *1” gronp Wassail revealed it 

140- lAf"* . w had bn3t np a 7 per cent 

120- . *v | stake in die cable and 

loo- l | construction group. In an 

80 - V | announcement to the Stock 

60 - V. “ Exchange after the market 

40 - f. | closed on Thursday. 

20 Wassail said it had spent 

ND i FMAM J J A SON apprt wrimatoly fggfl wi 

building np a 7 .35 per cent 
stake over the past 12 months. Wassail yesterday 
described the stake as an investment. 

Westport in £18m MediaOne deal 

RICHARD THOMPSON and Chris Akers, the A mt wh iip 
supremos of Queen’s Park Rangers and Leeds United, 
teamed up again yesterday when Mr Thompson’s Westport 
Group announced the reverse takeover erf MediaOne 
International in a deal worth around £18m. 

The Melbourne-based MediaOne, es tablishe d in 1991 by 
Jeff Chapman and specialising in sports prog ramme 
distribution and development, will retain a 72 per cent 
equity stake in the new group, which wiD be named 
Sportsworld Media Group. Mr Akers, who wiS be a non- 
executive director of the new venture, is understood to 
have brokered the deal between Mr Thompson and Mr 
Chapman. 

Thompson Associates is expected to liquidate its 15 par 
cent shareholding when the reorganised shares hit the 
market in December Mr Chapman win have a 65 per cent 
controlling interest 



tVllLlI I .uuj j i ynj - - — __ 

n-JUfH. 3.8068 +0.A1rf 2.927gl P-Marfc 1.6BS2 L7250 

V *. 303.9? +V1-21 213-lX 2HL 12239 . WW-H 

£ index 101.30 +0.50 103.9^ S ’07-20 -050 105.60 




Briefing 

Storms hit Independent Insurance 


in?2^ mpai 2 S®"*' * es P &Aed net: loss from recent 

JKfloods would be £7to, resulting in an estimated total 
W98 loss on UK weather daims of asm, while rh*™* from 
Humcane Georges would cost it about mm. The insurer 


third quarto: and was confident it would achieve a profit c 


BUSINESS 


Fund managers go in MGAM clear-out 


MORGAN GRENFELL Asset 
Management the City fund 

managanujffi f gt»»p, Sff pfewd 

18 senior staff Allowing a man- 
agement shake-up. 

TTiertqwrfnrps inrhirtp .T itHpTi 

Johnson, a highly respected CSty 
figure who was responsible for 
managing overseas clients' 
a m i Graham 

who ran the London end of the 

Asian business. 

The redundancies come 
just d^«s after Morgan Grenfell 


by Andrew Garfield 
F inancial Editor 

was again in the spotlight as a 
result of the decision by its for- 
mer star fund manager; Peter 
Tfonng, to appear in court on 
fraud charges in a dress. 

Yesterday the former 
MGAM executive Gfyn Owen, 
who received a lifetime ban 
from working in the City; al- 
legedly because of his failure to 
supervise Mr YOung properly. 


said he was appealing to the 

Court of H uman Rights bl 

Strasbourg. 

Robert Smith, chief execu- 
tive of MGAM, said yesterday 
that the redundancies, which 
took place late on Thursday, 
were a consequence of a re- 
organisation within the firm 
and had nothing to do with any 
underlying problems at the 
business. He said that in many 
areas the firm was still 
recruiting 


“It was a very grim day This 
is nothing to do with losing 
funds. In the UK we have added 
£5bn of net new business this 
year;" said Mr Smith. 

“The amount of funds we 
have under management is 
just undo 1 £100bn globally Until 
yesterday we had taken on 143 
people net in the UK" 

MGAM said the redundan- 
cies were the result of an inter- 
nal reorganisation which 
followed the appointments of 


Greg Fisher, 31, and James 
GoukUig, 34, to bead a combined 
UK and European asset man- 
agement business. The opera- 
tions were previously managed 
entirely separately and bringing 
together the two businesses 
had resulted in a number of po- 
sitions becoming redundant 

Mr Baxnping was also a 
casualty of the decision taken 
to run all the Asian business 
from Singapore. 

The departures are particu- 


larly significant since fund 
management is one of the few 
areas of the City where redun- 
dancy is virtually unheard oL 
Although the firm lias made 
considerable headway in re- 
covering lost ground with UK 
institutions since the Peter 
Young affair . confidence 
among retail clients has yet to 
recover, particularly in Ger- 
many, where Morgan Grenfell 
is still seeing net redemptions 
by private investors. 



Brazil 
and IMF 
seal $41bn 
bail-out 


Andrew Millar: Sacked by British Biotech for lifting the secrecy on trials of the company's star drags 

Biotech willing to settle with Millar 


BRITISH BIOTECH yesterday 
raised the prospect of a settle- 
ment Of the damaging legal 
battle with the sacked whistle- 
blower Andrew Millar as it 
unveiled a radical shift in its 
drug development strategy. 

The troubled biotechnology 
company also revealed that it 
would extend three trials for its 
star anti-cancer drug Marima- 
stat by up to yeat wfth results 
expected between 2001 and 
2002, at an extra cost of ?2J5m 
(£L6m>. 

Elliot Goldstein, the recently 


By Francesco Guekrkra 

appointed chief executive, said 
the company tfid not rule out an 
out-of-court settlement with 
Dr lUflat the former (Erector 
of dinical research. 

Dr Goldstein, a . former 
SmithKhne Beeeham execu- 
tive who took over from Dr Mil- 
lar’s arch-rival Keith McCuflagh 
in September said: “If it could 
be dime in reasonable fashion, 
obviously we would want to do 
so. I wouldn't rule out the pos- 
sibility.’' The company has come 


under pressure from a number 
of shareholders to settle the 
case and concentrate on its 
dinical work. 

British Biotech sacked Dr 
Millar in April for lifting the 
secrecy on two trials of the com- 
pany’s star drugs Marimastat 
and Zacutex. for pancreatitis, 
and discussing its findings with 
some investors. 

The dismissal triggered a 
huge row between Dr Millar 
andDrMcCuIlagh, which led to 
a plunge in British Biotech’s 
share price and undermined in- 


vestors’ confidence in the rest 
of the sector 

Separately, British Biotech 
announced the dosure of its 
marketing operations and said 
it wanted to pursue partnerships 
wito big pharmaceutical groups 
to devdop and sell its products. 
The decision is a complete de- 
parture from Dr McCuflagh’s 
strategy of creating a “new 
Glaxo". Tbgether with the do- 
sure of a laboratory in Oxford, 
it will lead to 28 redundancies 
and create annual cost savings 
of around £2L5m a year 


Tokyo watchdog raps DKB 


JAPAN'S Securities and Ex- 
change Surveillance Commis- 
sion is recommending that 
disciplinary action be taken 
against Dresdner Kleinwort 
Benson, the City investment 
bank; far falsifying reports on 
mispriced client trades. 

The exact action win now 
have to be dedded by the Min- 
istry of finance, to whom the 
case has been referred. How- 
ever at least one firm has in the 
past been suspended from trad- 
ing for two to three days fhrvery 
similar offences. 

The offences relate to 18 


By Andrew Garfield 

share trades which took place 
between April 1997 and July 
1998. The firm maintains that no 
one has suffered any financial 
loss as a result ofwhat it believes 
to be genuine error rather than 
maliciously motivated action. 
The firm also points out that dur- 
ing the same period the firm car- 
ried out 200,000 trades. 

It is understood that the dis- 
crepancies totalled no more 
than *20,000. 

However; the fact that the 
firm feces public censure win be 


a serious embarrassment par- 
ticulary at a time when DKB is 
seeking to rebuM its reputation 
after toe bog losses which it has 
suffered over the last few 
months. 

A spokesman said: “These 
are minor rule breaches but we 
always talas what the regulators 
say very seriously, and are giv- 
ing our full co-operation.” 

Dresdner is not contesting 
the ruling and has agreed to co- 
operate fully with the Japanese 
authorities. So far no individual 
has been disaptinedAccording 
to sources familiar with the in- 


cident, the trades were execut- 
ed at prices which ware difier- 
ent from those quoted to cheats 
when the orders ware taken. 
The error was later com- 
pounded by the fact that that 
when the discrepancies were 
subsequently discovered the 
firm neglected to inform the 
clients concerned. 

The irregularities came to 
light after a regular audit by the 
Japanese financial watchdog. 

It is believed unlikely that 
anyone stands to lose their job 
as a resulLDKB employs 
around 200 people in Tbfeyo. 


THE INTERNATIONAL Mone- 
tary Ftind (IMF) yesterday an- 
nounced details of its 
long-awaited $4ibn <£25bni 
loan package for Brazil, fol- 
lowing weeks of intense nego- 
tiations. 

Michel Camdessus, IMF 
managing director; said: “The 
Brazilian authorities and an 
IMF team have successfully 
concluded negotiations on a 
strong three-year programme 
of economic and finanHai re- 
form. The way is now open for 
the international community 
to provide financial support to 
Brazil." 

The Brazilian stock market 
surged more than 2 per cent on 
the news, although the reaction 
in other financial centres was 
mare muted. 

Analysts said that the mam 
details of the package -seen as 
key if Brazil is to avoid the eco- 
nomic chaos that lias engulfed 
much of the emerging world - 
were in line with expectations. 

The package includes $1 8bn 
from the IMF, $4J5bn from the 
World Bank, $4 -5 bn from the 
Inter-American Development 
Bank, $5bn from the US and 
$9bn from other nations, in- 
elutfing the UK which wfll pro- 
vide credit of up to |lJ25bn. 

According to the Brazilian fi- 
nance ministry, the IMF will re- 
lease $9bn to Brazil as soon as 
the three-year loan package is 
approved by the IMF board. A 
further $9bn could be released 
in early 1999. 

The deal does not draw on the 
new emergency fond proposed 
ty US President Bill Clinton at 
the IMF/Worid Bank annual 
meetings, and agreed by the G7 
group of the world’s richest na- 
tions at the end of last month. 

The new emergency fond, 
which is intended to help coun- 
tries with good financial stand- 
ing stave off attacks from 
speculators, is apparently bang 
held in reserve. 

The package is intended not 


By Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 
and Lea Paterson 
in London 

only to help prevent a financial 
crisis in Brazil, but to demon- 
strate the commitment of the 
US and the multilateral insti- 
tutions to Lathi America. 

There had been fears that 
after passing through Asia and 
Russia, the financial crisis that 
has dominated world markets 
since last year would move to 
America's closest neighbours. 

“The success of Brazil's 
efforts will greatly brighten toe 
economic prospects of the 
region as a whole," Mr 
Camdessus said. 

The deal had been under tfis- 
cussion since September; when 
Brazil first came under attack 
from currency speculators. It 
was the subject of intense ne- 
gotiations during the annual 
meetings of the IMF and World 
Bank. 

It follows the re-election of 
President Fternando Cardoso 
and agreement in Brazil on a 
tough new austerity package to 
slim the country’s fiscal deficit. 

Most economists agreed 
that the package should be 
enough to avoid a devaluation 
of the Brazilian real in the 
short to medium term. 

The Brazilian government is 
committed to keeping its fixed 
currency regime, which is cred- 
ited with extinguishing the 
country's hyper-inflation and 
helping to attract billions of dol- 
lars of investment 

Nick Stamenkovic. chief 
economist at Bank Austria 
Creditanstalt Futures, said: 
“It's a step in the right direction, 
although it shouldn't be for- 
gotten that Brazil is not out of 
the woods yet." 

Experts said all eyes would 
now be on the Brazilian Con- 
gress. which has yet to ratify 
President Cardoso's tough 
fiscal package. 


Slough wins £276m bid battle for Bilton 


SLOUGH ESTATES, the property 
group, yesterday bought its 

troubled rival Bilton for £276m 
after a last-minute swoop on the 
investment trust contebDedby 
the Bilton family. 

The takeover wfll land Ron 
Groom, Bflton’s joint managing 
tfirectoi; with a payoff of around 
£624,000, its second golden 
handshake in six years, follow- 
ing the film he pocketed when 
he left the company in 1990. 


By Francesco guerrera 

Three other (Erectors, including 
the chairman, Hugh Free, are 
set to share more than £400^)00. 

Slough, which bid 313J>p in 
cash and shares, emerged vic- 
torious from a bittertwo-manto 
bid battle, after agreang to buy 
Glenhazel Investment Trust, 
winch owns 29.4 per cent in Bfl- 
tan,for£79.4m. The purchase of 


apart from Bilton, pushed 
Slough’s stake in the industrial 

property wwnpny Hhnm the ra- 

qmred 50 per cent threshold 
just hours before the offer dosed. 

Last nigfrt Slough, advised by 
Pricewaterhouse Coopers - 
believed to be the first ac- 
countancy firm to advise on a 
hostile tahover - controlled 89 2 
per cent of Bilton. The Bilton 
board conceded defeat ami told 
shareholders to se£L 


Sir Nigel Mobbs, the Slough 
chairman, said G lenhaz el had 
been swayed fay “the logic of our 
bid and value", which had been 
revised from an earlier £26lm. 
However; industry experts said 
Baton's fate was sealed by a rift 
among the offspring of the late 
patriarch Percy Bflfim and the 
members of the board. 

They pointed out that two of 
his sons and a dose associate 
of a third sat on a trust, the 


Percy Bilton 1954 Settlement, 
which controlled the majority of 
votes in Glenhazel 
Mr Gnxra and company sec- 
retary Priya Fonnaiyah, were 
also on that trust Hazel Lyon. 
Percy Baton’s daughter, and 
John Rowe, a dose associate of 
Derek. Percy's son, were be- 
lieved to be in favour of toe 
Slough offer; while Mr Groom 
and Ms Ptxmaiyah were against 
This left another family 


member, Donald Billon, with 
the decisive rote on the fire- 
strong trust Insiders belie re 
that he voted in favour of 
Slough, giving it a 3 -2 majority. 

City analysts said a key fac- 
tor in Slough's favour was the 
decision by Schraders, Billon’s 
largest institutional share- 
holder, to sell its stake earlier 
this week. Bilton dosed up 8p 
to 306 while Slough closed 
down 55p to 281p. 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


LONDON 


a LATE RALLY allowed Footsie to 
end toe week with a gain. The 
index, down 78.4 points at one time, 
finished 14 2 higher at 5,463.2. Bat 
trading was thin. Most of the activi- 
ty was generated by changed ana- 
lysts’ profit estimates and 
recommendations. Mid cap shares 
were weak but the small caps made 
modest headway. Reckitt & Column 
slumped after warning of a sales 
slowdown. The shares crashed 
15(4) (after 168p) to 900p with Seaq 
volume at 5.7 million shares. 

Derek Pain, page 21 


YORK 


SHARE PRICES opened modestly 
higher; boosted by hopes that the 
IMF's $42bn aid package for 
Brazil would halt the spread of 
recession through emerging 
countries. Prices forged further 
ahead by midday with the Dow 
Jones more than 50 points high- 
er. Financials gained ground on 
hopes that the FOMC will cut in- 
terest rates again at Its meeting 
next week-03 shares firmed ini- 
tially in anticipation of an air at- 
tack on Iraq, text profit-taking 
quickly set hunidday 


TOKYO 


HONDA led the benchmark Nikkei 
225 index 193.15 higher to H268L21, 
on hopes of a national sales tax 
cut. Prime Minister fifefzo Obuchi 
wiD meet opposition Liberal Party 
head Ichiro Ozawa on Monday to 
discuss an alliance. Reducing or 
eliminating toe consumption tax 
may be a prerequisite for their 
joining forces. Honda climbed 2,7 
per cent as it said profit rose 25 per 
rent to a record ¥i50bn yen In the 
six months through September and 
raised its fail-year group net profit 
forecast to ’EiSObn, 


HONG KONG 


THE HANG SENG index rose 0 J 
percent to 9997.99, led fay Sun 
Hung Kai Properties, the largest 
developer by capitalisation. 
“Money is still flowing in, so peo- 
ple are chasing the stocks up," 
said John !■»», chief investment 
officer at Nikko Global Asset 
Management “But that cant 
last No fundamental news Is 
coming out” SHKP rose 4 per 
cent while Hutchison Whampoa, 
whit* accounts for a tenth of the 
weighting in the Hang Seng, rose 
L9 percent 


FRANKFURT 


TRADING was quiet with hopes of 
a further cut in US interest rates 
next week balanced by the 
prospect of disappointing company 
results. The Dax index closed 0.24 
lower at 4639.85. 

Metro, the store group, gained 
6.70 macks to 116.40 maxis after 
announcing a reorganisation. 

Tbyssen rose 10.05 marks to 
29555 marks following a modest 
0.5 per cent rise in profits and 
Hoecbst jumped 6 per cent to 76 
marks in anticipation or good 
figures. 
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M&S non-executives must act now 


AS LIKELY AS NOX Sir Richard 
Greenbmy. chairman of Marks & 

OrVUUManiilULL II 


fcma auaam oe sra rnnp 

down to one of his favourite pastimes 

-six-pack at ade and dressed in his 

Manchester United strip, beH be 
heckling the TV from the armchair 
as he watches his team play Black- 
bum Rovers on Sky SporL 
Meanwhile, back at the office, it 
is to be hoped that the company’s sax- 
strong panel of non-executive di- 
rectors has finally begun to address 
with the degree of urgency required 
the humdinger of a row that has 
broken out between Sir Rick and his 

deputy chairman, Keith Oates. This 
is what nan-executives are paid to do, 

and if they have failed so far to deal 

. 



emance winch has brought this sit- 
uation about, they need to mabp up 
for it now with decisive action 
Best m a nag ed, most respected, 
best customer service, best investor 
relations - the accolades heaped on 
M&S over the years are almost end- 
less. It is often said that in business 
it takes years to bufid a reputation, 
24 hours to lose it M&S is hardly a 


JEREMY 

Warner 

There can be no clearer 
sign of rot beneath the 
surface than a boardroom 
row conducted in public 


busted fiush yet, but there can be no 
dearer sign of rot beneath the sur- 
face than a boardroom row con- 
ducted in public. That it should have 
been allowed to happen at a Compaq 
as highly regarded as M&S almost 
defies belief 


M&S's non-execs indude some 
top-drawer names from business 
and the City There’s Sir Martin 
Jacamb, chairman of the Prudential, 
Sir Ralph Robins, diairman of Rolls- 
Royce and Sir Michael Perry, a for 
mer chairman of Unilever They 
must know what has to be done. 

First the pretender to the 
throne, Mr Oates. For his disloyal- 
ty and lack of judgement in allow- 
ing his bid for the top to be waged 
through the press, Mr Oates must 
be made to walk the plank. He’ll no 
doubt be a loss to M&S, but his fail- 
ure to disassociate himself from the 
public lobbying of non-executives 
rqnrtnrtpft an his behalf both 
unnerved employees and brought 
the company into disrepute. 

Second, the present king, Sir 
Richard Greenbuzy. He should be 
made to split the roles of chairman 
and chief executive with immediate 
effect and lay down a dear retire- 
ment date no later than two years 
hence. Third, the chief executive’s 
position. The non-execidives should 
begin an urgent search for a chief 
executive from outside the group. 


but benchmarked against Sir 
Richard's favoured internal candi- 
date, Peter Salsbury. If nobody 
better can be found within a three- 
month period, the job should by 
default go to him. 

There is an alternative strategy 
They could fire Sir Richard and ap- 
point Mr Oates. It may be that the 
situation is indeed serious enough 
to justify such a nuclear response 
of this sort But to admit this pub- 
licly by pressing the button would 
be high-risk indeed and therefore 
not be in the best interests of the 
company The sooner non-execs act 
along the lines just outlined, the 
better even if it does mean inter- 
rupting Sir Rick's football game. 

ICI/Zeneca 

IC1 HAS declared itself interested in 
buying parts of Zeneca’s specialty 
chemicals business, which was put 
up for sale this week with a price 
tag of anything up to £2bn. What 
singles this expression of interest 
out from the general run of merg- 


er and acquisition activity is that 
this business was until five years 
ago actually owned by ICL There 
could hardly be a more vivid illus- 
tration of what my colleague 
Hamisb McRae has called the age 
of the “velcro company” - a pull 
them apart ami stick ttiem together 
again orgy of corporate activity. 

What’s caused the phenomenon 
is growing pressure on manage- 
ments to “focus" on particular ac- 
tivities. This pressure comes from 
two quarters. First and foremost, h 
comes from investors, who want to 
encourage focus as a way of mak- 
ing companies, the quality of their 
management, and the returns they 
achieve, more open to scrutiny 
and comparison. It is all too easy to 
obfuscate poor performance in a 
multi-business company. 

But perhaps more important the 
pressure comes from the market 
place. Fbr many companies, the 
customer base is now a global one: 
managements that don't focus 100 
per cent of their time on servicing 
Hm tire nx>st competitive and cost- 
effective way can expect to foil 


So how did 1CI get from point A, 
when it owned these businesses, to 
point B where it now wants to buy 
them again? 

Zeneca. ICTs fast growing phar- 
maceuticals arm, was demerged 
from the main company in 1993, 
again, to use the jargon, toallow man- 
agement to focus on core compe- 
tences. Strangely, agrochemicals 
and specialty chemicals were de- 
merged with it, the justification being 
that these businesses were closer to 
Zeneca than they were to ICL 

bi paint effect, the real reason was 
to give Zeneca some extra bulk. ICI 
shouldn’t have bothered Since then 
Zeneca’s stock market value has 
risen and risen and ICI's has, wdl. 
sunk and sunk. Tbday Zeneca is 
worth more than for times as much 
as the old rump ICI business. More 
alarmingly, ICI is now worth only BO 
per cent of what it paid Unilever for 
its specialty chemicals division a year 
and a half ago. Unilever sold, again 
in the name of focus, so that it could 
concentrate on its consumer prod- 
uct interests. At ICI, the idea was to 
transform the group from a low- 


margin bulk chemicals company 
intoa higher-margin specialty chem- 
icals concern. 

Plainly the strategy hasn't 
worked. At Unilever. Niall Fitzger- 
ald is toughing all the way to the 
bank. Meanwhile ICI's Charles 
Miller Smith is sinking under a 
mountain of debt, apparently unable 
to match what it paid Unilever 
with the promised osscL disposals 
in bulk chemicals and elsewhere. 
Sensing ICTs distress, potential 
buyers, to the extent that there are 
any for these interests, are holding 
out for fire-sale prices. 

In ICTs case. then, the vdcro has 
failed to connect So what on earth 
is ICI doing trying to buy Zeneca's 
specialty chemicals' 1 Some of these 
businesses, resins in particular, fit 
the strategy alright but the truth 
of the matter is that Mr Miller Smith 
has barely enough money to keep 
paying the dividend, let alone go on 
another shopping spree. Because 
of the history. ICI still has pre- 
emption rights over some of these 
businesses, but it is hard to sec how 
it can afford to exercise them. 


Footsie holds up 
well in a blitz 
of downgrades 


A DOWNGRADING BLITZ hit 
the stock market Analysts cut 
their profit estimates fix- a wide 
range of companies, from engi- 
neers to retailers. And for good 
measure, there was another 
crop of company profit warn- 
ings, including one from Fbotsie 
constituent, Reddtt&Cobnan. 

The household products 
group was toe worst perforating 
Fbotsie share, tumbling I50p to 
900p after reporting a sales 
'Vl slowdown. Its cBscomfort spread 
to Unilever, off 12p to 6S0p. 

The downgrades included 
Abbey National, Ago Wig- 
gins Appleton, BTR and Next 
Abbey up lip at L179p, had 
to contend with Merrill Lynch 
lowering its estimates from 
£1.56bn to £l-53bn and from 
£1.7bn to £1.68brL But the in- 
vestment house retained its 
buy advice, putting a l,300p 
target price on the shares. 

AWA, the packaging and 
paper group, was a victim of 
Charterhouse Tilney. The 
shares shaded !L5p to ll2p as 
Charterhouse moved from 


PROTEUS International, 
the health care group, 
edged ahead 3p to 39p as 
Nomura, the Japanese 
investment group, picked 
up 5 million shares from 
Proteus founders Kevin 
Gilmore and John Poole. 
The deal lifted the 
Japanese interest to 7.23 
per cent. The founders now 
have 6.76 per cent 
Proteus shares touched 
83.5p earlier this year and 
once reached the heady 
heights of 365p- 

£22 Om to £21 Om and from 
£240m to £2 16m. 

BTR was hit by Dresdner 
KJeinwort Benson, which low- 
ered its estimates from £665m 
to £658m and from £62 Om to 
£590m. However; the shares of 
the old conglomerate, now 

rated an engineer; have suf- 
fered much more severe pun- 
ishment in the past and were 
little changed at 105p. 

Next, the fashion chain, was 
weighed down by an ABN Amro 

downgrading on Thursday. The 

shares feU a further I8p to 453p 

after Salomon Smith Barney 
and CSFB put out lower fore- 
casts. CSFB, saying sell, cut 
fi44m, while Salomon went to 
n60m. Last year Next made a 
record £184m. 

Others to suffer forecast 
cuts included engineer Haden 


MARKET 
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Pain 

MadeUan (Albert E Sharp) and 
coraputergroiipMSB Interna- 
tional (Merrill Lynch). 

BTP, the speciality chemical 
group, lost21p to S79.5p as BT 
Alexis rown turned more cau- 
tious, and Tarmac lost 3i25p to 
I03.75p as Salomon set an 80p 
target 

Elsewhere, Independent 
Insurance, down 3&5p to 229p, 
warned of a £i5m bad weather 
hit and Cornwell Parker, a fur- 
niture and fabrics group, 
slumped I75p to 74p on a trad- 
ing warning. Meggjtt, the en- 
gineer, fell 12p to 130.5p 
following the loss of its fl ag sh ip 
flight display contract with 
Boeing. 

Fbotsie, helped by New YbA; 
stood up relatively well to the 
battering. It closed 14_2 points 
higher at 5,463.2, although trad- 


share price, pence 
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ing was thin. The supporting in- 
dices were mixed. The mid cap 
fell 18B points to 4JJ2&4 and the 
small cap nudged a 1.4 gain to 
2,067.1- 

Flat figures from John Lewis 
and a negative retail review 
from Panmure Gordon ruffled 
many retailers. Marts & 
Spencer, stiH embroiled in a 
row over the appointment of a 

new chief executive, fen 22p be- 
fore rallying to end unchanged 
at448p-JSainsbnrywa scut3 p 
to 530p after Schroders offered 

a reduce recommendation. 


BICC, the cable and con- 
struction group, was a star 
performer. The arrival of the 
aggressive asset specialist 
Wassail, with a 7.35 per cent 
stake, pushed the shares 9frp 
higher to 66.5p. Whether Was- 
sail will attempt a bid or is 
merely seeking to smoke out a 
possible predator remains to be 
seen. Many believe BICC 
should be freeing the con- 
struction side from the trouble- 
some cables division. Earlier 
this week Henderson Cros- 
thwaite estimated a break-up > 
value of I20p. 

Oils continued to draw 
strength from the Gulf crisis. 
Shell flared 10j25p to 364.75p 
and British Fetrojeam 165p to 
916p. Lasmo edged ahead 4JSp 
to 178p and Enterprise 9p to 
404p. 

Bilton, as Slough Estates 
emerged victorious, put on 8p 
to 3(Mk5p and Slough slipped 
5.5p to 281-5p. 

Capital Radio failed to 
make any lasting response to 
bid speculation. At one time up 


RANK, the troubled leisure 
group where profits have 
tumbled and break-up 
marauders circle, edged 
forward 5.5p to 254.5p. A 
bid of £900m for tbe leisure 
division has been, it is 
believed, rejected. 
Investment bouse Robert 
Fleming Securities 
calculates the break-up 
value of Rank shares at 
330p. It believes the price 
should move nearer to 330p 
as corporate activity begins 
to unfold. 


32 Jjp, the shares shaded lp to 
561 ^p. A suggestion that Scot- 
tish Media is looking to mount 
a £500m bid prompted the early 
excitement 

GRE, the Guardian Royal 
Exchange insurance group, 
which rose in late trading on 
Thursday fell back lip to 28lp. 
Warburg Dillon Read did not 
help by reducing its profits 
forecasts. The failure of a bid 
to materialise lowered Burn 
Stewart Distillers lp to i8p. 

The hard-hit cash-and-carry 
chain Booker enjoyed some 
bottom fishing, rising 6J>p to 
68.5p and Express Dairies re- 
sponded to positive comment, 
up 9p to 164p. 

SEAQ VOLUME: 726.9m 
SEAQ TRADES: 54,057 
GILTS INDEX: n/a 



Reckitt warns 
of slowdown 


The streets with a high price tag 


TEOftEATS OF an impending re- 
oessoEi do not appear to have de- 
terred British shoppers, writes 
Simon Duke. Aoccrdingto asur- 
vey published yesterday Loo- 
don's Oxford Street now ranks 
as tbe third most expensive 


IN BRIEF 

US and Japan in 
trade stalemate 

TRADE TENSIONS between 
the US and Japan flared up 
yesterday in a dispute that 
threatens to overshadow next 
week’s Asian-Pacific Eco- 
nomic Co-operation (Apec) 
summit. 

Three days of trade talks 
between senior Apec officials 
sided without agreement 
after Japan refused to 
promise earty cuts in tariffs 
on fish and forestry products. 
Apec ministers will now meet 
over the weekend to txy and 
resolve the dispute. If they 
fail, the issue will be taken up 
by Apec leaders at their No- 
vember 17-18 summit 

Lloyd’s fine 

LLOYD’S OF LONDON has 
fined and banned one of its 
manag in g agents after find- 
ing the firm guilty of 12 sepa- 
rate breaches of accounting 
by-laws. 

Cuthbert Heath Under- 
writing was fined £125,000 
and ordered to pay £90,000 in 
costs to Lloyd’s after failing 
to disclose information and 
keep certain accounting- 
records. 

Glasgow jobs 

RESPONSE HANDLING, a 
database manageme nt com- 
pany is to create 200 jobs in 
Govan, Glasgow, as it ex- 
pands a call centre next to 
Ibrax stadium. Tbe expansion 
follows significant new con- 
tracts for tiie company. 


street in the worid for shops. 

Retail rents have soared by 
25 percent during the past yeai; 
and now average £3,030 per 
square metre. OntyNewYbrfc’s 
Madison Avenue (£3^66) and 
Hong Kong’s Causeway Bay 


(£3,515) are more expensive. 

Neither hare the Russians let 
impending financial meltdown 
get in the way of conspicuous 
consumption. Moscow is now 
rated the fifth costliest {dace to 
shop in the world. 


RECKITT & COLMAN’S sales 
have slowed in the last three 
months and will not now meet 
tbe 5 per cent growth target for 
the current year, the company 
warned yesterday. Launch 
costs in Europe for new prod- 
ucts. including Dettox lavatory 
cleaner, Harpic Two-in- One 
blocks, and Wbolite laundry 
aids, will also hit profits. 

Reckitt had made disap- 
pointing profits of £1 52.4m for 
the six months to 4 July well 
below stock market forecasts. 
Analysts immediately scaled 
back profit forecasts for the 
year from £23 0m to £295m- 
£3 00m, compared with last 
year's £299m, and the shares 
fell in line with the forecasts, 
dosing I50p lower at 90 Op. 

TVading in Europe, South 
Asia. Africa and the Middle 
East, and Australasia is on tar- 
ge^ but sales have fallen in East 
Asia and Latin America, which 
accoimt for about 20 per cent of 
group turnover. 


By Clifford German 

Sales in North America, 
which accounts for a third of 
total turnover, have also Liken 
a knock from the introduction 
of “efficient consumer re- 
sponse," the retail equivalent of 
just-in-time delivery. ECR is 
sweeping North America, lead- 
ing to sharp falls in retail stock 
requirements. 

The US economy is healthy 
and the market shares of 
Reddtt's brands, which indude 
Disprin. Lems ip and Cherry- 
Blossom as well as Airwick. 
Harpic and Mr Sheen, remain 
strong, but Reddtt's like-for-like 
sales will grow by under 2 per 
cent this year, the company 
admitted. 

Bigger rivals, including 
Unilever and Procter & 
Gamble, have also been affect- 
ed by ECR, which is expected 
to spread right across the US 
market Unilever shares shed 
20.5pto62i.5p. 
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Lonrho investors threaten legal action 



THE BATTLE between Lonrho 
Africa and a group of investors 

linked to George Soros took a 
i — .dutaeriav whffl the 


snarenoioers tareaws^c** 
action against the troubled 
conglomerate. 

Blakeney Management, an 
investment fund seeking an 
overhaul of the Sub-Saharan 
group's board, daimed that 
the company had made defam- 
atory remarks against some of 
its associates. 


BV FR ANCESCO GliktotERA 

Blakeney, which owns 
around 9 per cent of Lonrho 
Africa, said its legal advisers 
had been instructed to take fur- 
ther action over comments 
made by the company in a cir- 
cular to shareholders, ma- 
lvsts’ presentations and a 
^icstatem^tonTb^ 
H The remarks related to 
MHes Morland, Blakeney’s 
chairman, John Jackson. 


chairman of leisure group Lad- 
broke, and Dekel Golan, chair- 
man of African Plantations, an 
African company. 

The three are Blakeney’s 
candidates to replace Lonriio 
Africa’s non-executive direc- 
torsatashardiolders’nieeting 
on December 10. 

In the circular to share- 
holders, the company had 
questioned the three men's ex- 
perience of working in Africa. 

Blakeney, together with fel- 


low fund African Lakes, where 
one of the Soros funds has a 
stake, wants to shake up the 
board and radically change the 
company's strategy 

The two fends want to break 
up the hotels-to-agriculture 
business, recently spun off 
from Tiny Rowland’s mining 
group, by selling underper- 
foming ports. 

A spokesman for Lonrho 
Africa Blakeney’s 

threats as “absolute puffery”. 
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Rugby Union: Wales’ new coach faces his first taste of competitive action against formidable South Africa today p 


Henry’s experiment with reality 


BY CHRIS HEWETT 


IT WILL, of course, be entirely riificu- 

lous, not to say blasphemous, to wor- 
ship Graham Henry as the Great 
Redeemer should he inspire his 
red-shirted flock to a first-ever vic- 
tory over the Springboks at Wemb- 
ley this afternoon. He would be 
worthy of a title Ear more grandiose; 
God would sound about right After 
all, this small, dapper, middle-aged 
New Zealander has been asked to 
create a whole new world from the 
dark void known as Welsh rugby and 
while no one quite expects him to 
complete the job inside seven days, 
instant success would ensure one 
heck of a Sabbath tomorrow. 

Not that Henry is wholly sold on 
the Welsh Rugby Union billboard 
campaign that, even before his first 
Test in charge, has taken the liber- 
ty of portraying him in a distinctly 
celestial light: “Anything to get the 
crowd singing, I suppose,” was his 
less than enthusiastic response this 
week. Twenty -eight years of the 
richest coaching experience the 
game of rugby union has to offer has 
taught the six-figure-salaried mes- 
siah that it will take more than a 
piece of advertising smart-arseryto 
tempt the choirs of hill and valley 
back into foil voice. 

It is difficult to sing anything 
more uplifting than a funeral dirge 
when youronce proud nation has lost 
its last two major Test matches by 
an aggregate score of 147-13, and 
Henry makes no secret of his dis- 
pleasure at the fixture schedulers 
who contrived to award him an in- 
ternational coaching debut against 
the very world champions who stuck 
96 excruciating points on his new em- 
ployees less than five months ago. 


All I want is some real 
passion , some real guts 
and for the players to 
do the things they've 
been told to do ' 


“What we really needed was a 
couple of rehearsals,” he said after 
a squad session at Cardiff's Sophia 
Gardens, just a well-struck Neil 
Jenkins kick away from the site of 
the new Millennium Stadium, cen- 
trepiece of next year's V/orid Cup ex- 
travaganza. “Believe me, the 
Springboks are no one’s idea of a re- 
hearsal. If anyone represents stone- 
cold reality, they do." 

The reality for the 52-year-old for- 
mer schoolteacher from Auckland is 
that his 10-week honeymoon with the 
Welsh public could be history by 4JQ 
this afternoon. Another humilia- 
tion, inflicted on something bearing 
a Ear closer resemblance to a foil- 
strength Red Dragon outfit than the 
rag, tag and bobtail lot saddled with 
Mission Impossible to Pretoria last 
summer, would remove some of 
the Henry sheen for sure. The new 
coach can talk as good a game as the 
next man. but this is no time to be 
shouting the odds. 

"1 always go into a game expect- 
ing the ultimate because any coach 
who doesn't do that should get the 
hell out." he asserted before leaving 
for London on Thursday. “But your 
definition or the ultimate is governed 
by your particular circumstances. I 
think we've made a good deal of 
progress together since I took over 
the job in August but I can't hope 
to understand the exact scale of the 
task without watching the blokes 
play. A first-up game with the Boks 
is not exactly what I’d have chosen 
but at least I'll get an idea of our de- 
ficiencies. 

“All I want from this weekend is 
some real passion, some real guts 
and for the players to do the things 
they've been told to do. Total com- 
mitment total concentration. That's 



four Reasons 

WHY THE BOKS 
ARE THE BEST 



THE FORT KNOX FACTOR 


ir defence constitutes 50 per cent 
of a game. mega-tJCKIers Itke Henry 
Honlball and Andre Venter (above) 
are 100 per cent committed to mak- 
ing a proper job of Ir. The hardest 
side In the world to break down - 
astonishingly, they shipped only 
four tries in as many 7f I- Nations - 
games against the talented attacks ' 
of Australia and New Zealand - they 
have long subscribed to the view 
that it is very difficult to lose if rhe 
opposition fails to score. 



THE EDUCATED 
RIGHT BOOT FACTOR 


Last year's unexpected defeat by the 
Lions was based squarely on the fact 
that no Springbok goal-kicker could 
hit an elephant's backside with a 
double bass. Since when. Percy 
Montgomery (above) has brushed 
up on his marksmanship and start- 
ed slotting them from everywhere. 
The Western Province full-back's 
tactical kicking has also emerged as 
a smart weapon: when in doubt he 
simply hoofs it down field and leaves 
the rest to his tacklers. 



THE ENLIGHTENED 
LEADERSHIP FACTOR 


Graham Henry, in charge of Auckland before accepting the Wales job, has gone for size and strength on bis Test debut as a national coach 


Wales News 


the deaL I can't quantity what I'm 
looking for from this game in terms 
of points on the board, or even in 
terms of victotyand defeat Perhaps 
that's why I'm nowhere near as ner- 
vous, as cranked-up, as I usually get 
before a big one. There’s an excite- 
ment inside me, of course - it’s my 
first international match, the reali- 
sation of a dream I’ve cherished for 
nearly 30 years - but to be honest 
with you. I'm generally in a far 
worse state than this.” 

Fbrall his generalisations, his un- 
derstandable reluctance to talk 
specifics at so early a juncture, one 
or two illu minating truths ran be 
drawn from Henry’s first selection. 
If his predecessor; Kevin Bowring 
attempted to “Welshify” the na- 
tional team by reinstating the bold 
attacking traditions of the long lost 
Edwards-John-Bermett era, Henry 
is trying to “woridify” it with a dash 
of international realpoUtik. 

Quicksilver imaginative, mercu- 


rial whippets like Arwd Thomas and 
Gareth Wyatt have been thrown to 
the four winds. This Wales, Henry's 
Wales, is aQ about size and strength 
and physical presence— or at least 
as near as he can get to it 

“%u might see it that way, but I 
wouldn’t necessarily agree that 
there is any particular philosophy 
attached to my team selection,” he 
shrugged. “The way I look at it a 
coach picks his best 15. Realty, it’s 
that simple.” Which it quite obvi- 
ously is not If that were the case, 
any mug could do it And Henry is 
not by any stretch of the little grey 
cells, a mug. 

He first turned to coaching while 
his playing career was still a going 
concern - “I was a pretty average 
outside-half playing pretty average 
rugby down in Christchurch when 
it struck me that I'd go further off 
the field than I could hope to go on 
it” - and by 1971 he was in charge 
of the rough and tumble at Auckland 


Grammar School He paid his dues 
with the local colts and student 
sides, earned his stripes with the 
provincial B team and finally took 
over the whole Eden Park shooting 
match in 1995, leading the Auckland 
Blues into the inaugural Super 12 
competition the following year. 

“You ask me whether coaching 
Auckland, with all those great play- 
ers, was like falling off a log com- 
pared to Wales? Well it was 
different. I'll admit But it didn’t run 
itself, that team. Some of the top 
guys were going down the for side 
of the mountain and had to be re- 
placed and while we were intro- 
ducing new blood, we always knew 
that the expectation, the assumption, 
that Auckland would win was con- 
stantly growing." 

Auckland did win under Henry. 
They won heaps. In the 1996 Super 
12 they scored 70 tries in 13 match- 
es, at an average of more than five 
a game, and put 45 points on a vin- 


tage Natal side in the finaL They tri- 
umphed in 1997, too, and it was not 
until this year’s rffnrev agains t Cjm- 
terbuiy that they lost their first 
tournament game on home soH 
Throw in the odd National Provin- 
cial Championship title and pnfllpgg 
Ranfuriy Shield de f ences and you 
have a culture of achievement that 
could not be more dissimilar to re- 
cent Welsh experience if it tried. 

Which is why England went after 
Henry in the summer of last yean 
onty to cock up the negotiations so 
spectacularly that they became the 
laughing stocks of the northern and 
southern hemispheres simultane- 
ously. Was Henry ever dose to a 
Twickenham deal? The eyes narrow 
suddenly: T spoke to one or two of 
the English top brass, that’s about 
all" he says. “I don't think we need 
go info it farther.” 

OK. OK. What about the decision 
that did bring him to these is- 
lands, then? The word in New 


Zealand has it that with the All 
Blacks going down five-zip to Aus- 
tralia and South Africa during the 
summer; a brief pause for thought 
would surety have seen John Hart 
heading for the job centre and 
Henry on the All Black throne. 
There go those eyes again: “Maybe, 
maybe not Who knows what would 
have happened? I certainty don’t 
I wanted to coach at international 
level and Wales gave me a won- 
derful opportunity. I'm here and I'm 
in for the long hauL It’s an extra- 
ordinary, exciting challenge. I 
couldn’t be happier." 

And the foils back home in New 
Zealand? How happy are they at the 
loss of a world class coach? Henry 
is back on terra firma again, smirk- 
ing mischievously out of the side of 
his mouth: Tve got friends back 
home and I can tell you that they've 
both wished me well for the game.” 
A self-deprecating Aucklander; eh? 
Wonders will never cease. 


The big. strong, talkative one is Nick 
Malletc: the big. strong, silent one 
is No 8 Gary Teichmann (above). To- 
gether. they hit every spot that needs 
hitting. Coach Mailett is tuned-in, 
clued-up and proudly unbeaten; 
the very antithesis, indeed, of his in- 
effectual predecessor. Carel du ' 
Plessis. Under Mallett’s tutelage. 
Teichmann present has managed to 
become the very antithesis oF , 
Teichmann past. A baffled captain j 
a year ago. he now knows all the j 
answers to all the questions. 



THE RUGBY WITH 
ATTITUDE FACTOR 

The BoUke psyche does not have an 
edge to it. it has a precipice. James 
Dalton (above), the tourists' firsc- 
choice hooker, used to be one of the 
two most competitive players in Test 
rugby and now that Sean Fitzpatrick , 
has called it a day, the Transvaaler 
with the Yul Brynner hairstyle Is out 
there on his own. The South Africans 
rarely fight these days -at least, not 
physically - but the old assumption i 
of superiority, the divine right syn- 
drome, sdll runs deep. 


Intriguing philosophy of infinitely deferred effort 


FOR A reason I choose not to dwell 
on, words spoken by a young man 
in a television documentary about 
health and fitness have lodged in rpy 
mind. 

Asked about his ample gut, he 
patted it gently, grinned, and 
replied: “It’s onty temporary." Op- 
timism -rou have to admire that in 


a person. 

I would be prepared to lay money 
that the contour in question is the 
same to this day if not more pro- 
nounced. After all its owner did not 
look remotely abashed. 

But then why should he have 
done? Because he was clearly con- 
fident, like the smoker or the 
drinker; that he could just say 
“no". At any time, he could choose 
to deploy diet and/or exercise 
against the offending protuber- 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 


ance. It was simply that tbat time 
had not yet arrived. 

Fbr many that time never will ar- 
rive - but with a little mental dex- 
terity as demonstrated by ourymmg 

interviewee, the moment of truth can 


be postponed indefinitely. This does 
not mean, of course, that other per- 
sons need be viewed in the same in- 
dulgent light At Anfield once, I 
beard a visiting supporteraim a tor- 
rent of abuse at Liverpool's portly 
Danish midfielder Jan Molby. The 
phrase tyou fat bastardT formed the 
central plank of this critique -winch 
came from a man at conservative- 
ly twice Moby's girth. 

It is one of the enduring at- 
tractions of football spectating 
that shouting out rude remarks is 
not just tolerated, but expected. 
Where else is there such freedom 
to voice personal insult? But to re- 
turn to the man with the gut and 
the hazy plan. The fact is, I feel en- 
dangered by his philosophy. Those 
honeyed words, with their promise 
of infinitety deferred effort - 1 can 


sense them drawing me in, sap- 
ping my resolve... 

I mean, even the super-fit have 
problems with motivation, don't 
they? Dave Bedford, Britain's for- 
mer work! 10,000 metres record 

holder once said that the biggest 
problem he faced in naming was 
getting out of the front door 

1 take some comfort from the feet 
that I have at least one thing in com- 
mon ^ with a world record holder; But 
it is not enough. 

As I find rpysetf confirming that 
old Bob Hope gag about middle age 
being the time when your age goes 
round your middle; as I find myself 
making Victor Meldrew noises 
whDe sinking into the depths of an 
armchair; as I fold myself hesitat- 
ing to lean down and pick up the 
wax crayon so fooughthilty wedged 


under the cooker by, probably, my 
six-year-old - at all these times, I 
have a sensation of slipping away 
from something Youth. 

That's the something. 

What I could do with, increas- 
ingly, is a kind of reverse inertia reel 

belt- one that would precipitate me 
from my seat in response to pro- 
longed inactivity. 

It's not that I have an exagger- 
ated idea of physical attainment 
The increasing numbers of men’s 
health magazines promising to 
shape up my pecs or get my six- 
pack sorted for foe summer do not 
hold any sway over me. At an of- 
ficial dinner recently I discovered 
a fellow journalist on my table who 
worked for one of these periodicals 
and suggested that he and his ilk 
were trying to make us chaps feel 


guilty in the same way that 
women’s magazines had been 
doing with women for so many 


years. 

Not a blindingly original point of 
view, I grant you, but at that stage 
of the evening it passed for con- 
versation. And the object of my 
righteous indignation was sensible 
enough to agree before tucking 
gloomily info his roast potatoes. 

No. I am no seeker after six- 
packs. Unless they have ring pulls 
you can keep them. 

But, buL. ambdure of vanity, sus- 
picion and, perhaps, instinct com- 
pels me mak e the occasional 
gesture towards general fitness. So 

it was that I decided the other day 

on impulse, to go out fora run. Yes! 
just like that, out the front door 
wearing what T wore. 


By the time I readied the end of 
my road, heavy drops of rain had 
begun to fell splodging darkty on to 
the pavement I remembered that 
1 had worn a small bide in the train- 
ers I was wearing. Ah. yes - there 
it was. 

Generally speaking, I view jog- 
gers in the rain with feint Hictiam. 
reasoning that they are being show- 
ily masochistic - “look at rue, aren’t 
I dedicated?" Now, as foe traffic 
swished by on foe main road, I was 
foe sad and sodden toiler But there 
was nothing else for it - 1 had com-’ 
mitted myself. 

Fhlty quarter of an hour later I 
returned to my front door, the front 
door I should have remained inside.. 
My heart was pounding Wood thud- 
ded in my temples. But this I knew 
- it was only temporary. 
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Messing about with books 

Historical Rochester, beloved of bibliophiles, has two claims to fame: the Medway and Charles Dickens. By Guy de la Bedoyere 


C 


(r. 


I f your idea of paradise is a 
an endless parade of sec- 
ond-band bookshops, 
junkshops and museums, 
all within easy walking dis- 
tance, then Rochester is 
the place for you. And unlike most 
of Britain’s other large towns with 
a past, it isn’t swarming with shop- 
pers and winter tourists. 

Rochester is a genuinely inter- 
esting place which retains much of 
its ancient feeL However I must con- 
fess to a mild personal interest 
here. My great-great-grandfather 
was Bishop of Rochester between 
1877 and 1890. As children, we were 
wheeled off m the late-Stxtfos to view 
his cathedral 

Once a walled, Roman city, old 
Rochester has barely expanded 
beyond its medieval boundaries - 
though it has merged seamlessly 
with Gillingham and Chatham. The 
centrepiece is the old High Street, 
now pedestrianised apart from 
access for deliveries. It’s a tumbling 
cascade of eclectic emporia, many 
of which milk the Dickens connec- 
tion for all it’s worth (he used to live 
nearby and many of bis greatest sto- 
ries use images from the area). 

The best place to begin a wander 
round town is at the free museum 
attached to the glorious 17th-oentuiy 
Guildhall, built in 1687. In here, 
you’ll find pieces that reflect pretty 
much all of Rochester^ history, 
including room interiors and the 
council chamber. The most inter- 
esting bit is the skillfully recreated 
prison hulk, using a small portion of 
deck and an array of mirrors. It's a 
reminder that this whole area was 
once a naval centre. 

In the 18th and 19th centuries, 
rat-infested, rotting and reeking 
wrecks, once great men- o'- war, 
were moored here to house pris- 
oners from wars and from London's 
crime-ridden streets. Some of the in- 
mates produced the most extraor- 
dinary models and artefacts made 
from bone while they waited for 
transportation to the colonies. The 
sheer horror and brutality is diffi- 
cult to imagine. It’s all a far cry from 
the Rochester of today, which is pos- 
itively fun -filled in comparison. 



Rochester today is a Ear cry from the town in the 18th and 19th centuries when rat-infested warships were moored here as prisons 


Just past the Guildhall is the 
fabulous Baggin’s Book Bazaar, 
which claims to be the largest sec- 
ond-hand bookshop in Britain (not 
an unusual claim, it has to be said, 
but this is big enough to be dose to 
the truth). The modest shop front be- 
lies its meandering corridors of low 
ceilings, strip lights and shabby 
shelves. The stock is phenomenal 
but, like a lot of Rochester's shops, 
slightly too pricey to allow u nlimi ted 
impulse buys. Content is mostly 
local history with travel and litera- 
ture upstairs at die back, and 
history, geography, science, biogra- 
phy and novels downstairs. 

There are plenty more book- 
shops, though none of them are any- 
thing like as big. Some of the other 
shops offer a strange mix of pot- 


pourri, dolls, cards, stripped-pine fur- 
niture and a liberal scattering of 
slightly chipped Victorian meat 
plates. In between them are ortfinary 
greengrocers and clothes shops. I 
prefer those which veer wildly be- 
tween junk and antiques and where 
a lTtfrcentuiy walnut armchair sits 
alongside a Fbrties Bakelite tele- 
phone and a pile of yellowing, Ian 
Fleming paperbacks. 

One shop of bygones is a vast 
chamber with a bizarre window dis- 
play of gas masks, chairs, battered 
dolls, brass fittings and day pipes. 

TrnaHp., rows of Firfwa rriian tahlpg and 

Victorian wardrobes are stacked 
with china, boxes, sui tcas e s, glass 
and a selection of fragments from a 
Dornier bomber which crashed 
nearby in the Second World War. 


But Rochester wasn’t founded to 
house antique and ephemera shops. 
It's here because of the Medway, a 
huge tributary of the Thames, and 
once home to Charles ITs fleet. In 
1667, the Dutch came up the Med- 
way, burned the fleet and made off 
with the flagshqi, the Royal Charles. 

At Rochester; the Romans 
founded a town called Durobrivae (a 
name which means “bridge-fort’’). 
For centuries, the High Street was 
Watfing Street, a great Roman high- 
way from Richborough in Kent to 
London. In medieval times, it was 
the main road between London and 
Canterbury. The route was busy 
with a throng of travellers and one 
Richard Watts Esquire saw to it that 
the poorer among them could get 
lodgings. Lookout for his house and 


its plaque which records that under 
his will, dated 22 August 1579, six 
travellers who could pay fourpence 
would be entitled to a a night’s 
“lodging entertainment". 

Long before, the Normans knew 
that Rochester's river crossing was 
very important so they built a colos- 
sal castle keep there, right over part 
of the Roman city walL It is now open 
to the public, a huge pile of ragstone 
and cement wth a vast internal void 
where wooden floors have rotted 
away. Climb to the top and from 
there you can look down on the 
diminutive Norman cathedral 

King John once laid siege here 
and, in an especially repulsive turn 
of events, used pig carcasses to 
speed things up. He had ahole dug 
under one of the corner towers and 


S LimftfBritamonView 


stuffed it with dead pigs. These 
were then set on fire and the resul- 
tant implosion caused the comer of 
the castle to subside. Ttoday, you can 
still see that one of the towers, later 
rebuilt, is quite different from the 
other ones. 

Another king came here, too, but 
nnlilcp. John he was sad and incom- 
petent In 1688, William and Mary 
were invited to England to take the 
throne from the Catholic James II. 
He fled and spent his last night here 
before he left England for ever on23 
December 1688. The house where he 
slept, appropriately called Abdication 
House, is now where the Lloyds 
Rank is located on the High Street 

There are plenty of more inter- 
esting buildings. Sir Cloudslqy Shov- 
efl (1650-1707) was a city worthy CMP 


between 1698 and 1707). He rose to 
be admiral and commander-in-chief 
of thefleetin 1705, early in the reign 

of Queen Anne. Unfortunately, short- 
comings in navigation skills of the 
age, which confounded an accurate 
calculation of longitude, contributed 
to his being shipwrecked on the Sal- 
ly Isles just after be had defeated the 
French fleet The legend has it that 

a local woman found him washed up 

on shore and killed him for his ring. 
There’s a marvellous feqade in the 
High street replete with teetering 
clock and plaque erected at Sir 
Cloudsley’s "sole charge and 
expense” in 1706. 

But if any one person has really 
captured the ima gina tion of the 
good burghers of Rochester, it's 
Charles Dickens. This is unequivo- 
cally his town and that of his cre- 
ations: Magwitch, Copperfield, and 
scores of other names that seem 
ludicrous if you think about them for 
long enough. He Lived nearby at 
Gads HOI Place, a house later owned 
by the rather different creative fig- 
ures of Rod Hull and Emu. 

Every one of the Rochester book- 
shops has a Dickens section. The 
Dickens Centre itself is in a vast 
16 th-century brick and half-tim- 
bered pile called Eastgate House, at 
the east end of the High Street It fea- 
tures various talking heads and 
vignettes from the books in a tour 
of the great man's works. Not only 
that, but the house itself was fea- 
tured by Dickens in Pickwick 
Papers as Westgate House and in 
the garden is a chalet that was 
used by the great man while he 
wrote The Mystery of Edwin Drood 
just before he died With its dinky old 
shops and cobbled streets, perhaps 
even David Copperfield would still 
recognise Rochester 

The Dickens Centre is open daily 
from 10am, last admission 4.45pm: 
adults £3. 50, children £2.50, family 
( two adults, two children. £9.5 01. 
Rochester Castle (English Her- 
itage) is open dady, I0am-4pm (last 
admission, 3.30pm); adults £2.50. 
children £250. The Guildhall mu- 
seum is open daily, 1 0am -5. 30pm 
(last admission, 5pm); free 
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MUCH IN the travel 
industry is faintly 
ridiculous, which makes it 
such fun to work in. The 
coming week will see 
madness erupt in Earls 
Court, in west London, 
when the annual World 
Travel Market takes place. 

Among the 
imponderables at this 
year’s frenzy of 
multinational networking: 
how the Gulf island state of 
Qatar; a new exhibitor; 
proposes to sell itself to the 
travelling public (“It’s realty 
not all that bad” is as 
enthusiastic as Lonely 
Planet gets). It will also be 
interesting to learn how the 
Chilean tourist board will 
counter the current Foreign 
Office advice that travellers 
should avoid the country 
“unless on essential 
business". But most 
importantly, I want to hear 
what Slobodan Cerovic will 
be saying to promote his 
cause as Minister of 
Tourism for Serbia. 

Many of us have happy 
memories of visiting the 
republic before the 
collapse of Yugoslavia. Mr 
Cerovic is leading a 
delegation of senior 
tourism figures seeking to 
reawaken our interest in 
Serbia - “despite the 
problems affecting UK 
tourism this year due to 
the crisis in Kosovo", 
according to the press 



SIMON CALDER 

How will Slobodan 
Cerovic promote his 
cause as Minister of 
Tourism for Serbia? 


release put out fly the PR 
company that has been 
hired for the event 
I look forward to asking 
Mr Cerovic and his 
colleagues if it is 
appropriate to promote 
tourism in a country which, 
even by the normally 
unchaUenging standards of 
international diplomacy, is 
a pariah because of its 
actions against its 
neighbours and minorities. 

THE OTHER big travel 
event on Monday is the 
flattening of the lumpy 
travel -agency playing field. 
For years, many travel 
agents' windows have been 
filled with posters offering 
discounts of 10 per cent or 


more on holidays. From 
next week, all that could 
change. The Government 
has ordered travel agents 
to end the practice of tying 
discounts to the purchase 
of overpriced insurance. 

Hie Department of 
ITade and Industry 
promised cheaper holidays 
as a result of this new rule. 
For the average package, 
that is unlikely to happen; 
most customers mil end 
up paying the same for the 
holiday-plus-insurance 
package. The big travel 
agents are planning to give 
insurance away with 
holidays, instead of offering 
a big discount. 

Hie benefit for consum- 
ers is that thqy will be able 
to compare prices without 
having to take convoluted 
insurance calculations into 
consideration. 

Those who are likely to 
be worse off are the same 
group who found the 
“discount only with 
insurance” position so 
irritating: holders of 
annual policies. Before, 
they had to get double 
insurance cover in order to 
get a discount; now, they 
will likely be offered free 
insurance even if thqy 
don't want it There is 
plenty of room for an agent 
who is prepared to offer a 
straight discount with no 
strings attached and no 
unwanted add-ons. 


WE MAY also get to benefit 
from less comprehensive 
travel insurance policies. 
Less cover, not more, can 
be a blessing for travellers 
who are not inclined to 
make fraudulent claims. 
Some industry estimates 
suggest that six of every 10 
claims for lost or stolen 
possessions are bogus G 
was appalled to meet a 
traveller on the road who 
proudly told me that his 
rucksack had "been ‘stolen’ 
three times so far”). 

In the absence of a box 
on policy application forms 
saying “Do you intend to 
make any fraudulent 
claims? Tick yes or no", all 
we can do is opt out of that 
part of the insurance policy 
altogether; there is a 
cogent argument that the 
real value of travel 
insurance resides solely 
with emergency medical 
treatment and repatriation 
costs. So which brave 
broker or travel agent will 
sell me (or give away) such 
a no-frills policy? 

NEXT TIME you fly from 
Heathrow Terminal Four; 
look for a sign opposite 
check-in desk 54. “British 
Airways Recovery Unit” it 
says, beside a kind of 
sentry box. Is it for 
passengers who have 
drunk too much oris it 
something to do with the 
next economic downturn? 


Winter Sunshine in the Land of Wonders 


Costa Rica’s Glorious Pacific Coast 

including 6 nights at the sophisticated, European managed, all-inclusive Playa Tambor 


\Veareofferingawondcrfiil opportunity dmwinler 
and at a very moderate tariff to visit one nf the most 
unspoilt countries in the world - home to a variety of 
flora and fauna, and whose physical beauty has few 
parallels anywhere. This arrangement allows a restful 
stay on the magnificent Pacific coait with its glorious 
beaches with the option of visits to some of the most 
importantnadonai parks. 

The programme commences withaBnbsn Airways 
DC-10 direct flight from Catwick to San lose for an 
overnight stay at the San Jose Palacio. before transfer- 
ring to the Pacific coast. For our 6-night stay we have 
arranged accommodation at the sophisticated. Euro- 
pean managed 5-star Playa Tambor Hotel situated on 
its own glorious beach and ideal for a relaxing stay or 
as a base from which to explore the national parks. 

Since the demand for the few available places is 
anticipated to be high, it is essential that telephone 
reservations are made to avoid disappointment. 

the playa tambor hotel 

ThePlava Tambor located in one of the most beau- 
tiful anasof Costa Rica with endless, unspoilt beaches 
along the ParificOcean. lies within its own natural park 
with a variety of flora and fauna. The 402 rooms are all 


7 nights from £695 
FULLYINCLUSIVE 



rangement all meals, free national brand drinks, en- 
tertainment. mostwatersports. tennis and much more. 

DEPARTURE DATE & PRICES 

1 WMW Tuesdays ■ per person in j twin room 

Nov 17.24 £695 - Dec 1 . 8X695 
Jan 19, 26 £695 - Feb2.9. 23 £695 
Mar 2.9. 16,23X695 - April 6. 13,20,27£695 
Single room supplement^ 10 
Extra Week£295 (twin), £505 (single) 

Air transfer (one way) £50 

rih» fnrlnito» : return air liawl. transfers.? nights' areoiTWtodahon an 
full KonLlMibparturctaiLNM tad odnfc travel insurance. ufSttsee- 
ing, oucreeuaij rporttu. twin*. All prim ut raided to dnmfe. Our 
cwTHUUnidiljonsm Booking ion wjutstj shall apply to all bootangj. 

0171-6161000 




air-conditioned with private facilities 
while public amenities include restau- 
rants. bars.swimmingpool andcasino. 
The hotel offers an all-inclusive ar- 


VOYAGESJULESVERME 
21 Dorset Square, London NW1 603 

Travel PromolKnsUd ABTAVIMI ATDL883B 
OurafflceareoprrMoni»mFrtdwfmm9iiiitD8i)n»ilatuMken<h Tor 
telephone iqtwaMia from ton tnSpm.ForpcncntivBlIormMf office 
hour? are ton lo5pon«tdab]n only. 
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Self Catering UK 


WELCOME COTTAGE HOLIDAYS 
1 990 rufl colour brochure for tha 
boat ataadtan of mN> calving goo 
tags* across tha UK. PHONE 
NOW 01 756 702200 


Dorset 


IDYLLIC tain coBagas, Xmas lam- 
By vacancies 1H 01256 680658 
tou c h 

BOURNEMOUTH. QuM Country 
ha* style lux apart* in auperfa 
town centre toe. No cW Mrwi. 
Open al yc 012Q2 298775. 


Devon & Cornwall 


L %igtishf§ountry 


Ad ufi&lvjlled ri Mfef (hroogtimiL 
Cornwall. Free -M4 
poqpc colour bfodiiE 



@nglish Country \ 
fffottages 


iW) Muby -ti,l 

A bcflUa ttunnl U I 



Sapab hoBdiy amagas 
InTheYaikcNnDatesS Moon. 
■MImUi, CnbrU, 1 lM toak 
Ohtfta. North trelcs asd SfcropiMn 

01244 345700 


Christmas Breaks 


FAMILY HOME rural 
Dorset, Wlic hampton. alps 8 , 
open Ike. Iga Bdn. Avail Xmas. 
012S&8407B9. 

WELSH BORDER FARMHOUSE . 
Sip- 6 +. Log Burnet Dbhwnhar 
etc. Abe N/yest 01568 750306. 
CHOICE OF CHRISTMAS & New 
Year Breaks nadonwkle. UuM- 
actMty Woking. Bridge. Painting. 
Acom ActMUea. 0143Z 8300B3 


PENZANCE: QuaL ape In Georgian 
hotoe. Shape 4. 01738 388 003 

A nw SELECTION of Cottages on 
both coasts ot Cornwall and on 
Sc my. 1999 Brochure Cornish 
TVadHtonaf Cottages. (01208) 
821888. 7 day personal service 
9 sm- 9 pm. 

FOWEY/POLRUAN Charming 
waterside cottages. Superb 
views. Central healing. Xmaa/NY 
vacs. Pets welcome. 01579 
344887. 

ST IVES. Sowena House. Sip 
51fLAvallabbl Xmaa/H.Yr. Superb 
location. Town centra, Thu, 
Coastal path, Beaches. 01738 
797748. 

DEVON SpacMIsta. Choose from 
over 320 cottages 08780 725 72S 
(CHV106) 

UOVEUr PROPERTIES Coast* and 
rural Tel 0T548 560964 

wwKderanconnaettaiuxMik 


Norfolk 


* The ***** 

I BLAKENEY HOTEL 

MlAKFNfT, SOU H>LK 
O w lfl A Int True 

Hartair. irakuaul prnud, 
wwl fnendh Hit 60 
bedroom. ted indw potL rfu 
bub. UMI. aunt gun 1 
I bAant-gaon ram. Rrtu. ul 
KA.tenhouli.cO, ftA.nfinrr 
■beNcffcA 5 mak.ndbp*. 
louamradr truri 


■ Special MUecc* ram 
fmSnmOtmt 
*4, 11/7 Day Efathtm 
far a brochure telci " 

01263 7407S 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey/ 
Hants. Lux boats. (012S6) 
703891. 



Jon't for 
to mention* 
[The Independent'^ 
. when replying 
i adverts 


SMETTOHAM Secluded Coach 
House. Sleeps *. No peta/amok- 
en Brochure 01485 512687 


To advertise 
in this section 
please call the 
[Travel Team 
on 

0171 293 
2219 
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For Elegance, Comfort 
and Friendliness 


Ambasadoir House 

10 minutes City Centre 

From £20 per night 

* Wonderful Hospitality beyond comparison ' 
K. Hassan Malays 

AmOttsadOiR House 
3G KcnHuKiKch SquaRC 
RarhgaK 

Tel: M-97 9332 Rajc W7 9332 


ABERDEEN LODGE 

AA “5QQQQQ". RAC “Highly Acclaimed" 

53/55 Park Avenue, Ailesbury Road. 

Ballsbridge, Dublin 4 
Luxurious 4* Edwardian property 
in Embassy district of Dublin. 

,411 one expects of a private hotel 
Corporate and Leisure rate from STG £36.50 

Tel: 01 28 38 155 Fax: 01 28 37 877 

E-mail: aberdeem&'iol.ie 


Trinity Lodge 

Surrender To The Luxury & OFTriaity Lodge 
Thw Festive Season! 

Surrounded By Shops & Every Conceivable 
Entertainment 

Trinity Lodge Is A Walk To Everything Haven Amidst 
The Buttle Of The Christmas Atmosphere I 

Rotes from [R£45pp include aD taxes Be Full Irish 
Breakfast. All rooms en-xuite. 

12 South Frederick Street, Dublin. 2. 

Tel + 353 1 679 50+4. Fox + 353 1 679 5223 
E-mail: triuitylodgc@ 1 met 




A Romantic Break in DnUin’s Fair City 

Stay at the Luxurious 
Fitz william FWk 

5 FitzwiUiam Square. Dublin 2. Ireland 

£89 pants 

Red and Breakfast per person 
nkiiring 2 nts inclusive 
For ResiBroeh call now 

00 353 1 602 8280 

Georgian Style in Comfort 


35 
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UK Travel 
Advertising 
also appears 
on page 20. 


SHAMROCK Cottages. 2B8 select 
Individual cottages m superb 
locations. Disc Fares. AtTO. Cal 
Bro 01823 6810)30 

HOLIDAY bi a restored Georgian 
House m Temple Bar. Dublin The 
Irish Landmark Trust. Phono: 
00353 16704733. lax: 00353 
16704887. e-mnll- 

bndmarkiehoue 

STEAL AWAY AND HIDE from the 
imrid. Cashel House Hotel. Con- 
nemara, Co. Galway. Tel: 
<0035396) 31001 . Fax 31007. 

IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS 1999 
brochure out now. Choose from 
over 200 deOghtful cottages. Also 
touring, boating and home drawn 
caravans. For your Iree brochure 
CBl 01902 560688 (24 hr?) 

REMOTE COTTAGE TO LET . 
Kerry, picturesque vfltage. beauti- 
ful coasUna. 16 acres Ot country- 
side naming to the coaaLSfeeps 
2 (4 max). 0101 892 7B 77. 


Isle of Wight 


NOVEMBER SPECIAL 

3 nights from £79 

Bed, breakfast & evening meal 
LoigrKafnjN Imni mtatoauML 
nktjcjr I»j<4. PCU.VL viuna. 

• FREE CAR FERRY * 
Sandringham Hotel 
Seaborn. Sandrwn, Nc nf Wight 
T>t 01<HD W6655 

Christmas Special 
3 nights 27*-30* Dec £99 


The Peak District 


PEAK DISTRICT Specialist,. 
Choose I ram over 210 cottages 
08700 725 725 (CH PI 06) 


Pembrokeshire 


15% OFF XMAS . Newport. Ponte. 
Architect's cosy con. 2 - 8 . 18c 
house 8-12. Stunning coast 
views. Breaks E75 brach 01239 
820077 


Scotland 


Wountry pottages* 

in Scotland 


i>f r*=L 4 ku*f, fimru 

~ gar. cwaecii 

teralw 
hrrvtuirr 

. °*to see u*j 

“ Q«wc. S4ID3 (24 !») 


WONDERFUL SCOTTISH COT- 
TAGES 1999 colour brochure. 
Phona nowl! 01768 700013 


Wales 


BRECON BEACONS. Short brake 
avalable In over 200 vc conana* 
aome sloop up lo 30. Phono now 
01874 876446. 

IDYUJC ft WALES CotUgas.!999 

SSJST 

PEMBROKESHIRE. Award winning 
selection o) quality, sensibly 
pncod collages 01039 B 81297 
Coast A Country Cottages 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


How 7 day 
addweek A la Carte break esc 
01904 42S1 58. 

«"»■« D«£8. Moors A 
Over 200 Vc cons 
Brochure (01756) 700B72. 
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Papillon 
too fleet 
for old 
warriors 


IT IS time to pat away childish 
things, the Flat-racing apparel 
of sunglasses and blazers. Now 
comes the real game, the Na- 
tional Hunt season of big men 
and even larger dry-cleaning 
bills. 

Some believe that the jumps 
season begins only at the Hen- 
nessy Gold Cup at Newbury in 
a fortnight’s time. Yet there is 
much to admire about Chel- 
tenham's mud-spattering first 
serious meeting of the fresh 

campaig n , hi g hli g hted today 
by the Murphy's Gold Cup. 

The body of the Flat season 
may stfll be twitching, but the 
Prestbuiy Park executive has 
gone to considerable lengths to 
ensure racing's followers skip 
gaDy across the bridge from one 
code to another: 

The theme of today's card is . 
an early skirmish between the 
British and Irish, a confronta- 
tion which reaches its ultimate 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Papillon 
(Cheltenham 2.55) 

NB: Strong Chairman 
(Cheltenham 3.30) 


conflict in these environs in. 
March. The biggest Irish raid- 
ing party for a meeting other 
than the Festival has swarmed 
over; tempted both by useful 
prize-money if they win and 
funds even if they do not (trav- 
el incentives of £750 a horse 
have been s plashing around). 

When it comes to winter 
racing, though, nothing spite the 
sport like the participants 
themselves. Red-faced trainers, 
who are either coloured by the 
dark morning starts or the 
medicines they take to survive 
them, will be interviewed, along 
with their jockeys, before start 
of play in the winners’ enclo- 
sure. And then, of course, there 
will be the horses. 

In the parade ringjust before 
racing, spectators will be able 
to marvel at the past Murphy’s 
Gold Cup winners Tipping Tim, 
Very Promising and Bradbury 
Star (a dual victor). About two 
hours later they can also wit- 
ness two other horses who 
have won the race and remain 
in active service. 

The Murphy’s (or Mackeson 
to the old-stagers) was the 
launching pad last year for a 
horse trained just up the road 
at Smenham Farm, Icomb, on 
the fringes of Stow-an-the-ffljld 
Wilbur; as he is known is his 
yard, competes undo: the stage 
name of SenorEl Betrutti and 
won this as well as Chel- 
tenham's other earty-season 
bauble, the Tripleprint Gold 
Cup, last season. 

The grey, who is becoming 
milkier by the month, must 
now repeat his performance 


BY RICHARD EDMONDSON 

with an extra two stones in the 
saddle. “SenorEl Betrutti is in 
exceDent form,” Susan Nock, 
his trainer, said yesterday. “He 
has schooled well and I am 
pleased with him. 

“I walked the course on 
Monday and it looked in good 
shape so we are hopeful, even 
though we realise it will be dzf- 
ficult with so much more 
weight this time.” 

The r unner - up 12 months 
ago was a gelding whose name 
provokes instant cheer and 
loathing among punters de- 
pending upon when you have 
backed Him if Russia had 
never existed it would have 
been Challenger Du Luc to 
which Winston Chu rchill re- 
ferred to as “a riddle, wrapped 
in a mystery inside an enigma”. 

The eight-yearold frequent- 
ly competes as if he is part of an 

equine care-in-the-cammunity 
programme, throwing awsjy vic- 
tory in the most improbable of 
circumstances. Yet it must be 
remembered that he has con- 
sistent form in this race, as he 
also won it in 1997 with Richard 
Dunwoody in the saddle. 

Tbny McCoy's association 
with the Challenger has been 
conspicuously less fruitful and 
he switches to Martin Pipe's 
other runner; the progressive 
Cyfor Malta. Dimwoody is re- 
united with his old chum. Both, 
however; can be overlooked if 
you consider the recent record 
of their trainer Pipe, as usual, 
is charging ahead in the jumps 
champ ionship, but his strike- 
rate of late is not what we ex- 
pect from the little man. 

A more reliable selection, 
could be a beast Hi-named for 
the rigours of National -Hunt 
racing. PAPILLON (nap 2.55), 
though, has already proved be 
is sturdier than his name might 
suggest by finishing second in 
an Irish Grand National. The 
seven-year-old has also won 
around this terrain and falls 
into the improving category 
which usually surrenders the 
Murphy’s winner 

Elsewhere on the Chel- 
tenham card there are possi- 
bflities about Strong Chairman 
(next best 3.30) and the Nigel 
TWiston-Dawies-trained pairing 
of Ashley Muck (JL20) and Bo- 
razon (4.05). 

Channel 4 also offers racing 
from Ayr and a particularly at- 
tractive limited handicap 
chase. By neat coincidence 
Sparky Gayle (1.45), last year’s 
Murphy’s favourite, has a 

chance in this. Among his rivals 

is Seven Tbwers, whose main 
target comes at the end of 
jumping’s many feasts, in next 
Spring’s Grand National. The 
first drop of the real hard stuff 
is taken today. Enjoy. 


Dobbin is lost 
in the country 


IT WILL be of no consolation to 
Tbny Dobbin, but if ever a jump 
jockey was to get confused by 
the configuration of a course it 
would be in the Sporting Index 
Chase, a cross-country en- 
counter, that was held at Chel- 
tenham yesterday, writes 
Richard Edmondson. 

Dobbin appeared to have 
done the hard frit cm McGregor 
The Third, safely negotiating 
the first circuit with no pathfind- 
er to show him the way. But 
then, as the race hotted up and 
the pack dosed, the young Ul- 
sterman's compass went potty. 
He could have blamed McGre- 
gor who has won this race 
twice before, and should there- 
fore have been relied on to find 
his own way round. 

On this occasion though the 
old horse went swerving to the 
outside of the main bunch and 
towards one avenue before his 
jockey realised everyone else 
was funnelling down another: 
By the time Dobbin had cor- 
rected his navigational error 
the field had gone. He recov- 
ered but could finish aaiy fifth 

behind an Irish dean sweep led 

by Linden’s Lotto and returned 
with a face as long as the race 
The stewards punished the 


rider with a seven-day ban, 
which wfll come into force at the 
end of the month. 

More consistently unreli- 
able is Green Green Desert, 
who has been called more 
names than Elizabeth Taylor. 
However; the old scoundrel 
showed that talent is still mix- 
ing with waywardness inside 
his seven-year-old body yes- 
terday in a handicap chase. 

This itinerant racehorse, 
who has competed with dis- 
tinction on the Flat and is now 
with Paul Nicholls after begin- 
ning his jumping career at Oliv- 
er Sherwood’s yard, skipped 
pleasingly around two miles of 
the did course. He did not come 
under pressure at any stage, 
which was perhaps the key to 
his victory. 

“Everythingyou read in the 
papers told you this horse had 
no chance,” Nicholls said, “trut 
the work he has done at home 
suggested he would win. Ihave 
been using him to lead the ba- 
bies and he has settled in wdL” 
■Adrian Maguire has decided 


day suspension which he col- 
lected at Eelso on Wednesday 
for using his whip with exces- 
sive frequency. 
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Runners dear the stepped hedge, in the cross-country chase at Cheltenham yesterday which was won by Linden’s Lotto 


WINDSOR 

HYPERION 

12.30 Polar Champ 1.00 Wave Rock 125 
Dancing Laird 2-IOThxivalUe 2.40 Gorman 3.10 
Sweat Lord 3.40 Reverse Thrust 

GOING: Good to Soft (Good on top loop). 

■ Hgum-crf-dght coma Lave), wtth sharp turns, and tong 
straights and a 200yd run-in. 

■ Causa is N of town on A308 near junction 6 of M4, Stations 
at Windsor Consul and Wtodaor Rtorekte toi Avar bus stops at 
couse ADMISSION: CU> CM; Thtteraolo £10; STvsr Hng E4 CAR 
PARK: Third Rhft car with tour occupants, El, plus £2 at tum- 
staes; rest free. 

■ LEAOI4G TMUNBlSx K BaBoy 14-43 {32fl%), N Hsndanon 7-37 
(B3%), Has H Knight 7-SI ttt7%),ATbma« 625 (34%). 

■ lEADM JOCKEYS: M A FltzgaraM W7 (ttl %), J F 1 TOey MS 
(TCB%Jl A P McCoy 7-29 (3U%), M Richards 7-66 (BM). 

■ FAVOURITES: 00-221 pKS*J. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: First taatnea (2J0| 330 Grand 
Canyon 


To on 1 3M INNOVATION NOVICE HURDLE 
DIV 1 (CLASS E) £3,500 added 2m 

1 26-0* aBBEfBBa‘P5p)GLPtow4T15 U Batdritar (5) 

2 0- ARTICMSr(243)D(}Brien7f)C W Greek* (7) 

3 COLOUR KEY (USA) (rag PH^wd 4D12 SHcNsfl 

4 sun reams (FTqrCtaarsoe wanton 

5 00 FARU (11) PR Write 6 1)12 JOtfUnW 

6 IBM- HUSK PLEASE (236)0) B Reece 6012 -taK^Agnsap) 

7 6ZP5- NBnsr0{17B)«83HKr^M4 0TZ RJrinaM 

8 WOTOFBSrATunalSniZ LHmy 

9 POLAR CHAMP 0=23) Notaries 5 Dtt AHm*>n 

n sbm( iroraiaGUEffaaKcawnaiJtt jRKum0 

11 QI55P- UPWARD SAGE (l&i) (DJ RLfidQsr 31) tt_JfcsNLodgM- 

12 9UfEHY(F79) S Wbodnm 4 D 7. LAqrel 

13 H SWERBN 1407(9) MHayrw81>7 ! RBatany 

14 TOASTED (FI3) Mb ELwefc 6 07 Bftrton 

■8 RV VALANDER (535) R Yb* 7 1) 7 Mr P York 

-iSdadamf- 

BETTlNttM Messy Bos^MNowm, 7-1 Fen, HE U ei Heights, Pota 
Cheap, 19-1 Mode Pisan, 14-1 Aide Mat. PhoMbat, IB-1 often 

FORM VERDICT 

MEHSEY BEAT is the obvious selection. partaiarty if there 
fa no more reto. EtJan Haights and Polar Chsoip weTO-rat- 
ad Ftat hones who are pnrilcitarty interesting opponents. 


rrSAl MENCAP BLUE SKY HURDLE (CLASS 
l,w l E) £2^00 atfded 3YO 2m 

t (MB BOLD KMG (FH) (PITS) Iks L Jewel Tt 5 DLsaby 

2 P BAirfWSSANNfttJD FfcWfl MO tt SMctM 

3 BROOKBE (F200) R Careen D tt HAhen 

4 COURAGE WCER ARE (ROJ OArfxriinottltt D Byrne 

5 DMffNTREADBi (USA) (R3)JS Unreal! tt-J A NcCwfty 

S nsnNCTFUEH(F42) Ailed DC LHanrey 

7 Gt BLUES (F103) A Sboson t) e JfrJ0a«(7} 

B 2 MA5TBI CASTS) (23) {BF)GMcCon11)C WMBMM 

9 PARK ROYAL (FZqP&fcrUC MrSSbengaP) 

n PEWIT (F19J LA Qua I1 12 JJButffJ 

V ra RB) BROOK LAD (14) S Down 12 JGokeeta(S) 

tt STAX WfilStS (RS4) K Bain 12 JRKemgtr 

13 23 WAVE ROCK (14) (BF) Mss H Knight D C JOrixnw 

14 VU1AHED(rie6LMoniOS RJotaaon 

tt PPO SAHELLA (35) Mn C Cans tt7 CWsbb 

S FUr71£FDK(l4MslWHrai)7 IIAkteds 

V IfiSS 9COOTBI (FI 51] M MjmaddoB C 7 DQwch(7) 

V MOnetS HGLP (TO3) DYfcnH'7 RKHteyffl 

19 FBCCAFA (RH) B P dlQl]7 BftrtOR 

BOTMG: 154 Btas Rock, 11-4 Mastar datei 5-1 Ikpated, 7-1 BoM 
Kbig, 10-1 Ctaraga Undena, 14-1 OMkct fly* 20-1 dhn 

FORM VERDICT 

Thee are po sabfltws atxiut one or two of ttw nawoornar e 
but ttis looks a good opporturtty for WAVE ROCK. Ha was 
the pk* of thasa on the Flat and ttxx®h he apparartfy want 
ttw wrong ha ha shown snou^i onr tkrtoar to incScda 
ho can hold hfe own h wtd is usualy an anSnary race 

|i~oe|3M INNOVATION NOVICE HURDLE 
l ™l (CLASS E) (DIV IQ £3,500 added 2m 

1 0 BROWN LAD (RRJ (1^ tfesHKlfolt 511 B J(M»M 

2 0234 CMCACOCnY(1B} JSbdSIIG LAopd 

3 3P230- OTTO SfiL (FB7] ItraL Jews! < Ott Dlody 

4 4- DANCBiQ LA9V (3*1) KBsiByB'OQ I — RVUtaytQ 

5 2B240 mUA(IQWGM1lJTiBr41l12 U Power (7} 

6 1/243- UMTTHE DAMAGE pSCtmj Wyfc Btl 12^1 O aM tah W 

7 5f IIBTEHIWER(H04) DB»crti71J12 PHofcy 

5 4 HOOHUGHT BtYAimi (2Q J ftrtrrai 4 1J B A Onto 

9 RUN WITH THE TOE A TiBWl 5 V 12 MrCRae 

10 SHAmST(Rq JBMmAVB MBekedi 

11 . TWPOUHAIH(fnQPCMrringa5iOn Alhonaon 

V TOO/ KYLBA700{>323) AtfoNaBBU7 WHeataa 

13 PHWCESSaLffll(F1«1)D0a*n41J7_JiBeJietarP) 

14 3 SDEBYaOE(GBI)(2qil>AEJDlnsai51]7.aJafne» 

-MdKtesd- 

BETTDtG: 7-2 Chicago Ck|; 4-1 DencfeqUinL^ZCafitsrSawI, 5-1 SUa 
By 9de, 7-1 Brown Lad, 8-1 Unit Tbs Dsagt, 12-1 tapta. Run WMi 
Tba Tide 14-1 ottm 

FORM VERDICT 

On the whole the safost bet looks to be CHICAGO CTTY, with 
the doubt about wtnthsr Brawn Lad has taken to hudas and 
whether Capper StwBwirroad another run. 


Market Rasen 

HYPERION 

124>5 Tashreef 1.30 Good Vibes 2.05 Premi- 
um Quest 2.40 Shirley Venture 3.20 Danger 
Flynn &50 General Haven 

GOING: Soft (Good n> Soft back straight). 

■ nght-hand, sharp, uidiiating droA. Run-in of ana furtong, 

■ Course is E of knur on A63L Market Auer s&dton (Uncaki 
- GriTBby Bna) 1m. ADMSSH3N: Otto ET3; Ihttersals £9 (QAP 
merabara ol Jutriw Ciub half [slca); Saver Ring £S (Jtddae Chto 
OAPs half price). CAR PARK: pkrtc areas E2, rest tree 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRASNHtS: H Pipe — 22 wtmera from 93 rumefS 
ghreeasucc8ssradoof2a7%,-MraMBa»lwirSlRnEVfeSX) > - 
Mtss H Knight 13 Itom 40 (325%); Mrs S SmBh 13 kom 96 (135%L 

■ LEADMG JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 30 wins from 78 ridra gives 
a success ratio ot 385%; N WIBamson 21 born 98 {230%); L 
Wfwr 16 from 83 (193%); A S SfnMi 18 from 141 (113%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 209 winah 992 tans (3 53%), 

BLINKERBI FIRST TIME: Soap Stone pa.' Lovable Outlaw 
ftfaored. aas 

140 cel RACING CHANNEL CONDITIONALS 

I hPCAP 1TDLE (E) £3^)00 2m If 110yds 

1 0CF3- (SrOUR EXPRESS (215) (CD) ASMWerB 12.0 J-Cmonn^ 

2 330F OUIAS SAYfTlJ U W Ear*; -' 4 TT tL ■_E Cdfctf a n 

3 2Q343 NOM VKTAGE PO (CO) MQrepnwi7ri B HDOwr 

4 36S3P (EURIOUS BICOWTER (2Q C Mam 4 If 4 JMmm 

9 OS^P TAJJOEUCTH p=n)p2)(q (D) J&rt»6l14 .GLaaB 

6 OOP-41 CA8HAPLENTY (B) N Uttmodai5 DO UctariBrenn 

7 R034F MAHGLIANO (USA) (FW^ K Msgan 5 n 0 HMasray 

B itaSSr^aCD GFttflm 

9 1/5M FWJSnaJUCeiADY(B)(D)WSirtai9-O0 N Heady (a 

E 500500 TTOCCrnOtMIOOUaD(iqMssL9httl6eO.TShkMV 

-lOdetasd- 

MWraai wergrtc tost Pwfantfcap weights: MatfolwnOBf 10b Wraaf 
9sf m FauMuot Imfy 9tf 1b. Urn Cafcmmf W BA 
BETTING: 100-30 CastwpMR 7-2 MwhL 3-1 Oedetr Eqaara, 
MefgBew, M Non vteage. M Duks Bay, 12-1 ehes 

FORM VERDICT 

TYrough ha laces a tougher task this time, recent wkner 
CASHAPLENTY may be able to win ogah. Ho le more rel- 
able than form pick Ttashraaf and may wad hero a fitness 
adwmtage oner dwt anyd r ^ Ce nt aur Ex press. 

fT-offi CLUGSTON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 

I l,<3V l £6,000 added 2m 4f 

1 QfBI- B. COIfflOBES p15) Mi J BucMey 7 A S __L Ctraata* 

2 WOOODVBeS(2I)(Qflf)TEBtEftyff1l5 RGWiQr 

3 35/BP- KWQ FIN (287) (D) P Beemn 6 11 5 B<taBM(5) 

4 3/W*- OVER THE CORHB (Z7D) J Cute 8 n 5 GLm 

9 WO- SAOMAOBADffasnMEMRMiey4i]9JlrADmeMrn 

-Sdedeed- 

remiQ: 4-76oodVaw, H Sad Mel Bad, M BConfofaaa, 20-1 Nog 

Phk 38-1 Otwr Th» Corrib 

FORM VERDICT 

Chtaaig debutant SAD HAD BAD mains plenty cd appeal 

HewaanotthrotarbfltaidnwrivalGoodVIbMouerNtf- 
(fles and erudaly bi gowid wNch wfl male for a decant test 
of stamlrw, is nuch more of a Body stayar than Good VfoM, 
wlxj Is liiprovwi a this longer trip. 

in AC | CLUGSTON NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
l±!T^J D) £4,000 added 3YO 2m If 110yds 

1 ASJTO1A (F4M) B Sbon t) t! LDnvta(l) 

2 nJHTHHl RBK (F43) Iks H MUton f) C HrAHMflC 

3 4236 MAAZOOM p) M Soeeiby 0 12 MKHbgNH^ 

4 6 NAJJAR (USA) (]4) j nttGaiid DU RCtaitty 

5 2PRaUUHQUSrMRFMteytl12 ECSBigJiBi 

6 Bfl DANSSJSE ARGafllNE 1^^ (11) F Jertfcn B 7._G Tbmwjr 

1 GfUU3EGR£YWBStjrirTiw107 JMagra 

8 tBJ3eSmi(F5«) JLHMtlBl07 J-Oltaa 

9 R S0APSTt9(E(37) ABakjr E7 Hek Sotti (7) B 

, O TENDER TOUCH ttss K Mgan E 7 .CLm 

I 11 TOtSTB4NERS(F54) QAHMVE7 FLedV 

I BETTHfi:4-flPranknn Oawt, 5-1 llraromn, 7-1 Najw; 10-1 Deacwe 
fogetdna, 1H fonde Tbucb, 20-1 Thiaa Ttanea,Asprfla, 26-1 oBteni 


FORM VERDICT 

A modenBa race in which only form-pick PRBUUM QUEST, 
NaSarand possibly Osnseuse Argentine rate aarious corv 
taretora. Naflarti debut rui dd not yteid any gaat promise, 
so Prwrtum Quest la somewhat reluctantly profaned. 

|o A(\\ CONSORT TRAVEL HANDICAP HUR- 
I ri DLE (CLASS E) £3^00 2m 5f 110yds 

1 W ALZDOHO(IBM9JQtonr6iit2 ECdsghai 

2 4MP4- BUD(R1) (D) KOcmeriodSIl 9 MBronras 

3 Ena®- TOajJDETDfi4ilE(PTS^M»KlHBBr?5fl4 — FUrt y 

4 0404 SHnEYVENTOHE (21) (p) Mbs VYWereS 113-S MfoW 

5 4WP LAGAN (3S) SG<*XP5t1 2 ROeriBy 

6 2SI-6 SHAHRAM (F2B) (O MChepnanBP 1 WWeHqgkm 

7 64M3 STRONG X4W (18) (C D BR M Somtsby B tJ 4 

UHNw^eQ 

B /F4&Q POUNDS HDtQtUJMsHMUftnS S3 MrAHWkn 

9 -W2I1 GAY GALANT (tl) (B^ M BUy SCO GTOmwy 

-9dadarad- 

MntaUBMfDtelOBL »w/WKfcv»BfefttGveBlwt9K8fc. 

BETTING: 9-4 Shklay Vwxme, 5-1 PntadilbFta^B-l BsyGllad,7-1 
Strong John, 8-1 Laget, M tad, 1M Atmoon, 12-1 ottea 

FORM VERDICT 

SevaraloftheaawoiiMiotoalypreferfBatsriyoundiWhleflt- 
ne» is ateo Itely to be a major factor os the aoft terrain tw- 
os reserves. Though he has bean ruming h ssfers of tetet, 
the recent aid fabty treated STRONG JOHN rndy be the 
answer, aspsdaty as candWono ought to be no praUanr for 
him 

10 901 CLUGSTON HANDICAP CHASE (F) , 

£4,000 added 3m If 

1 «IPF- CUVEHH0USEtU0}(C)JRzQarrid9G0 RtanBy 

2 1PIM UWkUO/niWm09UBMRMMzf78S^ay((aaV 

3 DANQBlFUrNN pi) (BF)MrsP ay#t|7 OTtxn»y 

4 D2P34J LAY1T0FF(1HS) JGONriiSTl 3 R Massy 

5 1F32-0 DESStT BRAVE (IS) kta S Snnlth 3 It 0 GFRyanfl 

6 55Z34. MVBIB«(193)tQLlMHKry«7tnO™_ QUpKm 

7 2I«4 KARBtASTVW(t^(CIQIIsSSn«l7n5-nWMBSBin 

B 3W3P SHARE STALXBi (71) McsSVMamscnEEB GLm 

9 6331-8 DEEL QUAY (M) (pD) Inks J Buddey 7 13 0 Flsriiy 

11 403V CULUVE LAKE 049) MssKMganSIlO BCMWnfiQ 

11 5SU32 WILE WANNABE (71) II Chafnai BOO —WWaffikiflioa 

-11 dsdwad- 

Mhtnunmgfc fOst Bus Iwxtcapmiitt&CuBmlJtB 9ati3b, Mb 
H kmdnM9fa 

HETTMGe 4-1 K e e tH np, 92 Deigsr Hyna, 5-1 t OB, 6-1 nm 
Bay, 7-1 Dsei Ousy, ID-1 Dswl Bravt, SMen SMa( WtB* Wamab*. 
14-1 oOes 

FORM VERDICT 

KAHQIASrMOhmwonhareanaoftandelBawtWBMdiyi- 
fy farther 90. iri!® sauoral o' those, rs proven h the concf- 
Itona. With hto yard In farm and a tafc, if wd beaten, seasonal 
debut behind hkn, ha Is the choica. 

|o enl PARK SOCIAL NOVICE HURDLE 
° (CLASS D) £4,000 2m If 110yds 

1 »S6- AHRWXXHJEIOU (187) (D) IfoS Smil 5X)T2-H YlUan^ 

2 4022- »mCraOUK}(1BqPWUMr81)C_HkdariBnnnn 

3 4Q4- CASUAL CALL (325) TEaBtBfby6T)g U Upton 

4 30- CS60R (F3^ G AHarier J 0 C GLm 

5 00 COOLMdLL (2d) 0 Bnmn 6 1) C. MBrerem 

6 D8ESTaca(n^UWEBst9ty40n fLntr, 

7 DiWE ASSURED (ran Kttorgwi 4 OB RMaaaya 

a 2 BIECUTIVE CHOICE (M)flaaon4ue LtanpiB(7) 

9 0P3- QBGIALHniStp^MSoMiabySIDCJIHHaugMMn 

o 3fl5 HHJ4SLET (14) T Esaatoy 4 1) "C— . — Geritty 

it 4 PROTOCOL (FT) M3 SLamynan 4 ttt JMne 

12 SMART B07(raqMBUy41}n EQdWn 

•B UMn»ff87)MCtapranS012 WtMMon 

-iStkdead- 

6Ereii6:74A foa ipi o BblByo B . HDlm iM yri ii , MDrtiaaeagad,132 
Artte Ground, 7-1 Caus) CaB.8-1 Caso(,9-1 Ereadivi Choica, 12-1 
Seat Boy, 14-1 etbare 

FORM VERDICT 

AdtflcuRraoaforpurtare.inwNehibapaucityottfocantra- 
cant term werht ri toe means axtrema caution shoma ho m- 
edaed. FWr Ftt-racw DRIVE ASSURED ■ alantaltw droica 
to make a winning debut over hunSao. possUy M the nafo 
enponse of Artio Ground. 


o -tnl BARCLAYS BANK THAMES VALLEY 
^• IV I HANDICAP CHASE (D) £5^00 2m 5f 

1 ABTP- tflttl ALUT1tS)E (22Q (p) M HekrhEI) O O O^W MeMM 

2 3IU3-1 MLLCHQFTHVOAM] (OJ RAtar7R9 ATtanm 

3 1RM3 C0UMB-BUUBl(2^{CDB()1itaHKrf^i61tB— JOrinms 

4 3»F TOP NOTE (U)(D)JGBord 6111 J-Aspifl 

9 22Pn- SEVMOURSWFT po^ D GhHo 309 SWym 

6 0234-2 TROUVAU-E (71) (CD) A luirf 7 O 9 R Johnson 

7 P0tP2f ZAMBEZI 8PWIT PH (Cg(D) Mrs N Jonas 9 11 4_OByin* 

B UDC3- FBSTWSrANCEpiB)(D)0Gttefl8B0 BFsntonB 

9 1HB2- HKHLAnHAME(rRfABtadmora91ID EHraband 

-Odsdead- 

IMnc MM. Rue Mtfss: AM Amice 9H 5ft HgMntf Am Blf 9to 
BEmNttM Wtaott Htare.72 SsynauaWA. HThwota. 7-1 CDkawl 
Btazm «-t Mflh Afldhda, W-1 Zratota, Hrat ktslncs, M-1 othea 

FORM VERDICT 

TheipiMKl (morerakiforecaat) is Baiiy to be agojrst lOt- 
croO RMara and Thuwalle, and it dukt pay to ooncan- 
tma an Cotansl Blazer, Seymuia swift and ZAMBEZI 
SPIRIT- The last-named, despite his win record, cannot be 
mtHsn otf as a firm-ground speoalst and. giverhisfrst-Oms- 
out record, there afxxJd be fow worries abort his fitnean Die 
market has often prow a ralafais guide to hia prospects. 

|o Anl NESCAFE NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
^‘^1 (CLASS E) £3,500 added 2m 4f 

1 OR-12 MBHTY PHANTOM CUSJ (D) RPMpsSCa -JOetenw 

2 43P-TO G0BMAN(l1)UsiHKlfoht6 VC MrOltaptyp) 

3 3PE-8 QUITE LIYHy (M) KflateyBIOtl Jt«Mdly(3) 

4 0BS>-1 SPICK AND SPAN (28) PHadger4DG HHcbirds 

5 0PZ3V QRAN8YB8i.(F40Q] P Howard 7 10 4 BFsnton 

6 622*6 LOTRCfCERG EXPIE8S (S) DGsmtto 6 1)3 ...SRiynoe 

7 «5M BRASS® HULpflR Rowe 7 HI RGantty 

6 40S*4 CKnBBCSW0f(«){BF)ATt*nMei]O LHwrey 

9 30025 DAUGHTBMUIW(1sq Mss CCaroeSDO £lMb 

n 06065 CRESSMBJ. QUAY (NQ PEkmn 511 (L VNMs 

It O20RI GUfMBl8&}(19}Bnsace7D0 — ; NkHEphgraM(7) 

V IXP&P ULHX7S ORCRCTHA (Ml) U Carrpon 7 1) 0 RHoMy 

C PPP- aae®(2«1)D08rtai61)0 M Batchelor p) 

-ISdsciirvd- 

Minfcmn; TOst LnahancfcspwrigtiteCahBrino's Wey&i 13b, DaugHar 
h Lew 9st 1 T7 Il OssshsI Osay Bd 74 Qwiar SM ML Ludo’s Ckctan 
Sat iqBl Cfenara 7 ft 12h 

BEnm 3-1 Spirit Ant 72 ttonramMDltalJwfx 91 lctschbwg 
QrpresB.B-iasariBtH.MgUrPfwicni, UM CHathtarW«14-1 ottm 

FORM VERDICT 

Few wflh serious chances. Mighty nsantoa, sUtad by tfe- 
tanco and goktg, ootid find the ccnceaslon of 28b to promis- 
ing CATHERINE'S WAY (Ikaiy to ana on for his 
reapp ea r an ce) beyond him Spick And Spanaaddiapre- 
aent poor vahiai and Lora ct ttrarg Ezpraa a locta the plch ot 
theothara, 


2 006400 CUEHAN Qfl) D9W90 SDWH*os3 

3 000000 QUZ MASTS PQEWmibs 80 .WRyan8B 

4 083066 TtEtMPOSTOR (113) DHinwShtti 90 GDoBlNdll 

5 0M3KHA(53)SCVIIana89 DtWtott*(7)2 

B 630006 DEKEL3MARY&B) JMtig69 — J Etkanreb 5 

7 24X3 FACaW£(ZO) JrfmSaryBg OnctaffShas? 

6 26 KARETOS KADE U JohnsMi 89 OmHcKhmiI 

9 0 RAPBiON SAUVAGE (23) W Hk 8 9 DansOKcMi 

fl 434020 Pf&HMPRMCS8 (22 } JJQlHi 89 JOuknS 

H 0 PftETTf ASH (24) A TkUpiiyB 9 ^NFtalontt 

12 000 SaatTVOTE^SRBoiringaO 0 Strangs 4 B 

-ndada rad- 

BETTMG:72ltatbBla,4<1PranhnPrincaaA92Abaakn^LaiLKBe- 
»N XMa, *1 Dttstararr, 1M Tha bqsMta) 1M Ois Man, 14-1 odns 

FORM VERDICT 

Karetras KaMa haato be farad on her UN debut, tut she 
Mid JM arv too good to FiACSMfLE, wf» ahoiJd ta art* 
ad by tortQhtt trip and » token to confirm the promtaaha 
showed Mr a nde at Warwick. 

ro hnl ‘BAND OF GOLD* MAIDEN STAKES 
p,w l (CLASS D) £4,000 added 2YO 7f 

1 6 BALLJMORRB BOV O0) J FSetce 9 0 — R Price 10 

2 822 JUSTNAMEIT[lBA)(715(B^SrMSau!e90_.Wft s *,i 

3 OUm£BOYBLUepZ?HY6hng8Q 

4 00 KBKESHI0N8 (St) LQaa**90 VSbOtiy a 

3 0 m mfiao W H Mamson90~— S Drown. 8 

0 0 TWIBPBTIW ItaASwHbaritBO .J.Ctoraock7 

7 0 TEAM OF THREE Shaw 90 SDWtomg 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

HYPERION 

7.00 TTOplcal Beach 7J0 Facsimile 8.00 Just 
Name ft&30 Soaked 9.00 Super Strides 9.30 
Desert Spa 

GOING: Standard. STALLS: 71 - outside; rest - inside. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Hgh bast 

■ Fbtesand, Isft-hancL oval course 

■ Com is N of town on A44a Wokrertwnpton s tation tn. 
ADWBS810N: CUj Et5; TattBrsals SB (OAP menfoera of Dtomond 
Club &Q: Viewing Rastaurant £2930 he meal CAR RARK: free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAMBBS: R NoBfosbaad — 7f trimare hum 669 
runare syrea a success ratio d 108%: * Johnaton 81 from 273 
(223%); J Bony St from 346 (M7K); P Hasten 40 from 231 (R3K} 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Weaver 66 wfna from 308 rides gives 
a success ratio of 21A%; S Sandora 49 from 368 (132%); G 
DufftaJd 38 from 229 (16%); D Holland 33 from IBS (212%). 

■ RAVOURTTE8: 444 wtna in 1379 races (322%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: HU Rhapsody (B30). 

1 7 on I ‘NOWHERE TO RUN' HANDICAP 
l f,uu l (CLASS F) £3,000 added 1m 100yds 

1 003331 nPEllUSK;fl2q(D)Pffeatoirai)0 LChsrmckll 

2 460 YES KSUK) SABS (14iq BUcMatoi 3913 _VHaMdayK) 

3 0300 SnV90flQHAHRY(a«(CqilnL3aM49C-DlkMoMl12 

4 40Z801 TROPICAL BEACH p«) (CD) JFMwoi 59 11 .GEtarthiM 4 V 

5 005 BU! CRY (94} SM Prescott 3 B 11 GlMDaMB 

6 4O406 TO08UB7) JJClAnaS tl .^JOnhuB 

7 060862 ABC ptpFJknta 49 fl BMnl 

8 406300 AWONYN (1<HCq C Alan S 910 „ „0 Pee n 6 B 

t) «^i^mot^qNLtono^maifM l ?Ii.TGHdL^Sn 

IT 143660 DRyUGHTNMQ(19U MS 90 Jltota! 

12 140500 BUMNS0Wi(U)JLHBOh3ae RWkNkna9 

e 200820 SHNUHmNUQrnodan 3611 PRobwt»p)7 

-laoscmd- 

BETTWCkS-l FsrCr^ B-2 Tropicri Bwch 0-t Arc, 9-1 HWi Noon, 10- 
1 Pips Meric, SpwMtag Hsnx tM Up In Fknas, 14-1 sttnea 

FORM VERDICT 

UP M FLAMES shaped prornaingly on hts return to action 
after a break at Letetater bat month and gate tha vote ahead 
of Are, who la taken to rmrse recant eouree [tarings with 
TFopiceJ Beach. 

1 7 on! SOUL MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
LV JU I STAKES (F) £ 2,800 3YO 1m 100yds 

1 30800 ABSALOlTSLAfi (49) P Harris 90 ACrimelO 

2 006400 CUE HAN BSD 9w 90 SDl iais I 


Julian Herbert/ARsport 

p5“TK] RMC GROUP NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 

- _l E) £4,500 added 3m 

1 43S6 IVORY OOASTER(NZ)(Z1)BDaHaM7tte- ^JOabama 

2 5U3S8 MALBtSFQRD (20) N GeiafM 7 1) 12 - ATTwndon 

3 4634U- SUJSONG p3») J WhjH 9 ID MrCRae 

4 OOPfl SABOIACAffi (107)8 0w6tt 12 - LHaney 

5 (EEOF SWEETiailOpU)MavMlCk7U12 .PHelay 

6 PNU4- TOMMY COOPBt (174) MaBVtomg 7 10 12 EBynri 

7 TOUCH0IG DOWN (Z37)(D) C LtortxK6 O 2 ^ J A McCarthy 

8 MJP-P TRANSCENDCNTAL (20) (D) C Biwwl 0 KM2 — _ BFsnton 

9 2PW CROSS RHODES (NZ) (21) (DJDGandofcS » «_SWynna 

V B21-2P GRAM) CANYON (M)(D)PEo*M 5 til) WHaretonB 

H 3ff5P BLAND HABHET (17) PI J FtavH»>W 6 C7— J OakiMlkl (5) 

-11 dadsrad- 

BETTING: 62 IHsralDiri, 4-1 Iwsy Cosstsc 6-1 TbocHag Dasm, h Smat 
lord, Cress Mwdea. Grand Canyon, 8-1 SaBaong, 1M atari 

FORM VERDICT 

An ordtary race to which lha Mealy tacurito MBIaraford, ^ 
tan hi« own wont enanty is wtoarabta to ton axposad types. 

Rdr of them axAd be SWEET LOTTO, who ran cmdtibty first 
tana out last term, whan he baked tyits uaaful rerer hurdm. 

Tift] SOUTHERN ELECTRIC GAS HANOI- 
1 1 CAP HURDLE (E) £3^00 added 2m 

1 amo- DMCTOB(lOW(lsaBKOnitf^^ 

2 6eaftSHOORC(a}SDow?il9 JOatjema 

3 TOP-1 HOO(VtKNDB£R(91)(D)TGacage9ll 4 RVHUcy(3) 

4 ABAJANY(FM) UCtwmcri4TtO D Bynw 

3 31ffl5 MRSPeOILATOe(3qpJSttoBhg5fii3^Jdhne«B 

6 34FQ4 VRYFARHtS WAY (22) (t^ N Harxjascn mA^JRKawwgh 

7 12285 STORM TOBR(1IB (CD) Wf)SIWcr 7 %a CWsfab 

8 0-3203 DRAGON KMG (10) CRBwiwt BIO OL; w.BFMan 

« 2F9® REVBttETWWSTWPHadBwTlOtL JIRkharda 

V 3-158 BWMG (7^ (D) G L Mans 5 H a. M Bfocfcator (6) B 

Tl tnap CATBIRD (S&J (D) GbbQxitSOO RStsdhotoa|S) 

-lldadarad- 

AMmmrfOri; IhnlandckpM^teOMgMNrvSHnwH 7hrtat9Nt26, 
EBgmg a» /ti, Catanyxj tot 4b. 

BETTM& 7-3 Aba|anjt 5-1 Stora Hgm 11-2 Waytware Way; 02 Holy 
Wtatarac Hasoret Ttmi»L 8-T Mr Spaadaiai; Oregon Nktg, 70-1 offm 

FORM VERDICT 

A sand pace looks assisad, and thie ahoUtonA Holy Wan- 
drear, ABAJANY, Storm Tiger and MtoytSfWS WWy. Tba 
{ytxndcoJO be on the eoft sktafor the ftaHnneawtie Storm 
Tiger seems In the grip of the harateappec Wayfarers Wtay is 
on a gcxxl mark, tut Abe|anytsnriathielyiraxposedinar for- 
ties and looks the one to be on 


6 00 THELA5TW0fiD(18) RhUnahBad90 ACritoneS 

9 64 UGBI SHARK (18) Usd fkMngdDn 8 0 — Dsan McKaown 8 

W 0 TROSBIESfT) HEpicsr90 JlFMma 

H TO PHYU»a)(*3)PEwnsB9 FNariBnll 

tt 03 80VBBGN ABBEY (W) Prescott 8 6 GDidWd4 

-tZdecMred- 

BETnW& 46 Jost Name k, 3-1 Tlgar Sharif 9-2 Sorersign Abbey, 10-1 
Wrespsc 8M Mbsggto, Itan Of Three, Tick Etas, 33-1 othat 

FORM VERDICT 

JUST NAME rr is ckrerfy nothtog special, but ha ehodd be 

good enough to break Me ffock to this canyiany and is tak- 
en to scare from Soretign Abbey. 

8.301 ‘ JIMMY MACK 1 HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£3,750 added 5f 

l ,22SSS55SS5 WDOBpnB " 5 * 0 Acwnint« 

a B SS^2S5 WrpS<a3IJBan y S8 ® PRobadepJS 

4 0600 THAAYSIftS) KBM3 99 RHnfinm2 

5 84(006 YOUNG BM1 (33) (D)PE«ns39B GDuBMdSV 

6 DOW) MSS BANANAS (2^(0) CKsfott 396 JtCMUaS 

8 03300 PRSE OFBROCTON (29) (CO) P &an*594_D«n*Q‘N*a t 

b c^r^a^rooc A re (4G Ratals 9 

tt WHO LA DOYO0C (24)(D) C Booth 4 92 UFMonB 

S (HBOC SWEfcl MAGIC (1JH) P) LL3cy43wnes7SQ 

IS OOP* 12 

_ ___ FORM VERDICT 


8* 1 9.00 J “? n ™ & ' mEV ANDELLAS SELLING 
uo . ' — ~ — > STAKES (G) £ 2^00 added 2YO 5f 


* — -5SH* 

5 200452 MCNOIAS MISTRESS (IQ) P Bans 8 6 
8 U4«M SW« S1T5DK (tO) C t 

■ 6 dodifed -> 

MLeariVwtws, 10-1 Sopr-StrttoA 14-1 RvSm 

form verdict 

l r»tw> 


s a»M RSCArrot23)wS4?n^ IWBflB ^ F “ 0,,T 

; sssaBfivS^ig: 
i sssasBsSg^gK 

: jsss sssawfisr^ttss: 

12 04SSH OXBANE (12) S S ° 

b 12didBradw <mM)7 

Vb«, TMscsOr, 12-t *™*i W Kfogs AaesnbfK MM. 

FORM VERDICT 

AriqBeneorrtestandMlSSVITAcantjrtybeatiitw— w 
iatalOAShehMdeetipcintadonhwiBM^^^I'^'®"* 

Mnroly unerpoead Ory For Rwado 

Hrettarl are others to candder. 1 D ® oort “d 
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RACING/25 


Indicators point in 
direction of Malta 

The former top jump jockey 
Steve Smith Eccles analyses 
todays Murphy’s Gold Cup 


S^wEaBetratti; The flying Pimbertey Place: Refuse 
firsy was well beaten on his race on his seasonal dt 
reappearance at Wincanton and would not tod this i 
out will come on for that, set off now. 

Must have a sound surface. 

c . .. Danger Baby: Has wo 

®*p*piy Dashing? Ran a good couple of chases already 
“ird to the evergreen Strath season but this step U] 
Royal in the Charlie Hall class looks beyond him 
Chase and sure to come on 
for the run. The drop in trip Dr Leunt: Alive outsider 
should also be an advantage, chased home Cyfbr Mall 



Bertone: Would have an 
each-way chance if the 
ground came up fast but 
looks another also-ran 

Cyfor Malta: Winner of last 
season's Cathcart Chase at 
the Festival, the Martin Pipe- 
trained ante-post favourite 
will take all the beating - if 
he’s fit enough to do himself 
justice. 

Papillon: Irish raider whose 
trainer, Ted Walsh, will be 
praying for rain. 

Mandys Mantino: Third in 
last season’s Arkie Chase, so 
no mug. He will strip fitter for 
his seasonal bow at Ascot but 
steps up in trip here. 

Potter's Bay: Faces a form- 
idable task for his first outing 
of the campaign. 

Hoh Warrior: Totally out- 
classed, he would do well to 
finish in the first six. 


Pimberiey Place Refused to 
race on his seasonal debut 
and would not van this if he 
set off now. 

Danger Baby: Has won a 
couple of chases already this 
season but this step up in 
class looks beyond him. 

Dr Leunt Alive outsider who 
chased home Cyfor Malta in 
the Cathcart Chase. The 
ground was too East for him 
at Stratford last time but the 
outing will have put him 
straight. 

Philip's Woody: Good on his 
day but this old-timer is get- 
ting a bit long in the tooth. 

Queen Of Spades: Well fan- 
cied but I don't give her a 
prayer. Her jumping is sus- 
pect and being a few pounds 
out of the handicap won't 
help. 

Conclusion: CYFOR MALTA 
is a worthy favourite and 
should be fit enough despite 
rumours that Martin Pipe's 
training routine has been 
hindered by the laying of a 
new gallop. Martin is a past 
master at getting his horses 
spot on first time. I expect 
Mandys Mantino to run a big 
race if he gets the trip. Sim- 
ply Dashing and Dr Leunt 
could fight it out for the mi- 
nor places. 


AYR 

1.45: SPARKY GAYLE 
reportedly suffered from a 
lung infection last season, 
but was previously a brilliant 
novice and is worth anther 
chance to realise his poten- 
tial. Last year's Midland 
National winner Seven Tow- 
ers has had the benefit of a 
run and looks the danger. 
□□□ 

3.45: Jonjo O'Neill has made 
a flying start to the new sea- 
son and he should keep up 
the good work with 
SLEEPY RIVER, who 
looks destined to improve on 
his surprise Kelso comeback 
win. He looks nicely weight- 
ed on his old Irish form. 

CHELTENHAM 
2.20: DANCE SO SUITE 
has not put a foot wrong 
since moving to Ireland for a 
hurdling campaign and can 
make it five wins on the trot 
Bluedooix has looked 
impressive and looks the 
best of the home team. 

□ra 

2.55: Cheltenham specialists 
are a rare breed, but DR 
LEUNT ran his best race 
over hurdles here and again 
showed a liking for the 
Prestbury Park undulations 
when second to Cyfor Malta 


HYPERION’S 
TV TIPS 


in the Cathcart Chase at the 
Festival last March. With a 
massive pull in the weights 
over the ante-post favourite, 
Philip Hobbs' mudlark could 
pull off a surprise. 

□□□ 

3.30: The form of Strong 
Chairman took a dive at the 
end of last season but he is 
to be feared on the strength 
of his first two runs, partic- 
ularly as his stable and jock- 
ey can do no wrong at 
present. BANJO took this 
race last season without the 
benefit of a previous outing 
and is just taken to follow up. 

□CO 

4.05: Last year’s juvenile 
hurdlers are not yet proving 
a very inspired bunch, and 
even though Borazon was 
one of the better ones he 
could find it difficult to con- 
cede 161b to the Irish raider 
AMBLE SPEEDY: He was 
a decent performer three 
seasons ago and his low-key 
comeback effort looked the 
perfect warm-up for this 
task. 


ANYONE WANTING to back 
Cyfor Malta for today’s Mur- 
phy's Gold Cup should take 
the 3-1 with Ladbrokes, The 
Magic Sign are dearly taking 
a stand against the Martin- 
pipe trained favourite, who 
looks sure to start at slight- 
ly shorter odds than that Pa- 
pillon - available at 10-1 on 
Tuesday but only 15-2 now - 
and Mandys Mantino - 8-1 on 
Tuesday, but only 13-2 now - 
have been the best backed 
ante-post, along with Dr 
Leunt. available at 16-1 on 
Tuesday but no better than 
12-1 this morning. 

IAN DAVIES 


CHELTENHAM 2.55 


C H l 5 T 


i W M 


UandftHMH) 1W fri 5-1 5-1 13-2 


Offer Mb 


Ontn Of State & 6-1 Hi 6-i 7-1 


ew 3 


Sow E) Mral 1H ft» t-i fri 1M 


CMfenprOuLnett-l U-l IM 12-1 72-1 


9i 12-1 n 


Bans £■< SM 20-1 3-1 31 


DagvBftr 2-' XH 31-1 31-1 2-1 


Aflpllood) 31-1 33-1 S-: 2-1 2-1 


Ptabrtj Pin «■! 5-1 3-1 3-1 a-i 


5M 50-1 50-1 591 3-1 


Lcho; i l£h cjoz 

C Gca H Aten « L LKteta 5 Starter T ts 


CHELTENHAM 

HYPERION 

1.15 Dangerus Precedent 2L55 DR LEUNT (nap) 

1.45 Skycab 3-30 Banjo 

2J20 Dance So Suite 4.05 Amble Speedy (nb) 

GOING: Good (Good to Sort in ptactMj. 

■ LeH-ftAM, gafapng core** with stiff fonCM. UpttS run-in 0* 2«Oyd. 

■ Course is im N ot town off A43S Bus ink from CMftenham station {served by Bt»- 
tnLBtorinoh a m and London, Paddtogton) 2m. ADMISSION; CU> £20 fireaora.16-a* yaara. 
£0): fanersata £6: Courage Enctosura £7. CAR RMSC Frao. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: II Pipe 38 warners from 254 lumas [success rata "BUJi D NteM- 
eon 27- W (146*), N TWirtcm-DtviM 20-199 («£ty K Bailor U-M pasty 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 37 wiw tram Mm (bum** W 28091). N 
WMamson 31 -143 (217%), R Dunwoody 30-W (ISBty J 0*Oon» 2*-fl8 (203%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 91 wins r 463 toms (395ty 

LONG DISTANCE RUNNER (wftttn Britain): Fairy RMga CM) sort 235 mfca. 
BUNKERED FIRST TBflE: Norm 


PT inl MURPHY’S HURDLE (CLASS B) £10,000 added 3YO 
I l ' lv \ 2m 110 yds 

1 1231 CHARLIES GOLD (9) (D)|CtlsscGdd) A BBfcy fl 6 DGategfe* 

2 21 DANGERUS PWsCaJaJT (K) (D) (Oiti &aan»i C Egurxc n 2 ,N wUanawt 

3 G3 BURY RIDGE (14) (D) (J P McMenus) J J OTM H 2 „ GBnttoy 

4 WP-31 KATMINO (FH) (4) (D) ftfcbertVUbyCahen) N Henderean n 2 .MAfihgMU 

5 IF SIMMY GFftD (14) (D)(BF) (Stew rtmrantl)T Entity 11 2 LYYyw 

6 BORDER TRADER (F24) (J lAteotand WKl D HujFBSJ J S Mote* ft 12 BCStDRi 

7 RODS OF OMAGH (USA) (F59) (PaJkfefcij) I Bating ft 12 RDuniDOdy 

B LAS7HAN(USA) (F1Q (Dreren C Mares) D Nctnbcn ft AlbBdm 

9 31 B1WARDA (11) (D) (R Scwfay] M P)» t) 11 API IcCoy 

ft HARE PARK POUY (F15) (FtaW Chanar) A Candf V 7 TJ Murphy 

-lodadared- 

BETTWB: IM Simply Gttad, 7-2 Danganre Precedent, 6-1 Edmrda,7-1 Chartin'* Gold, 8-1 ftfay 
RMga. 10-1 Katarina, 12-1 FWs Of Omagh, Uaknan, 15-1 othare 
G87. TlfeFwidhFuTBsafl 8 AP McCoy 7-4 <M RpB) ftrefl 

FORM VERDICT 

A competitive opener featuring half a dozen winners and a corjple of totmrsting nur- 
tNng newcomers. although preference fa uaualy far experience in triia typa of event 
KATARINO. who made a big Impresa to n when scoring an easy success at New- 
brey on Tuesday a preferred to Damgenn Precedent and Simply Gifted. 


(T AC I WADWORTH 6X NOVICE CHASE (CLASS B) £14,000 
I added 2m4f110yds 

1 451 -FQ BLOWHG ROCK flS)(C) (Mrs PAnctawftMQsri Knight 8 ft 6 J Cuto^r 

2 411442 SKYCAB (22) (P M Beta Lid) J GMad 6 ft 0 PHWe 

3 D61-F2 STORM FORECAST (7) (Lodlfestey) Mss H Kristi 6 TI Q -AMagtea 

4 ItPZ- STOfWYFAfitWCATKBI (195) (C DBF) (IteC ffertxry) N hfcnrfaaoi6 J1 □ Jl AFfagneU 

3 5F422- ZAGGY LANE (199) ^ T Wteyj P Bodtard 8 ft 0 SButmugh 

-Sdadarad- 

BE!TW6:a-l Skycab, 52 Storm Foracrt, 11-4 StonnjIWnMtalw; 8-1 Bkaring Rock, 33-1 Zeggy 
Lana 

*S7: Tufiynuny ToH 6 ft 5 E Cafegan wm In (J M Jetferwlirift 

FORM VERDICT 

Both Skycab and Storm Forecast wA wri crimes In due course, but STORMY- 
FAIRWEATHER has the potential to do realty wnfl now ha b switched to tandng 
I and can make a wtortng debut owr toe bigger obstacles. 


o Of) MACKESON NOVICE HURDLE (GRADE 2) WOTM 
(CLASS A) £14,000 added 2m 110yds mBim 

1 420-ft BLUEDQ8X (RR) (14) (D) (Mn Dand Thompatn) D Mdvtaan 5 ft 5 .AUagutre 

Pink mmlD ww hnte» hrmtrl afan ung rurria nan 

2 1-111 DANCE SO SUITE (F42) (D) (J S GuttOn) E OOedy W B T1 5 ... JUPBtorean 

lUowftydfSba ar*w. tap^dsewalMOwcsA Ratal Bto spds 

3 IF GRECIAN DART (T4 (D) (Lo<d YMeetodi) N Handeaan 8 11 2 M AFtaganM 

Bba. Hffite and YBKm dw* cap 

4 00-0 RATHBAWN PRINCE pfl(D)(BF)(TJ CUhana) D Hughes (YQ 8 tl 2 RHtaghu 

flat Atom aw *awa, flew ow 

5 533=1 ASHLEY MUCK (11)PD (M Anriw ft J GoodinQ N TVriSDn-Cews 5 fl C CUtmByn 

Ste. «»T«n chomyi, fnted stowei Ugti Him and Maroon quanenxJ cap 

b 220-46 DAVBIPORT BANQUET (BO) (D) (Ms J Ftyari) R CflEdry (kl) 7 to C GBreky 

Back, Ifefcwcliwws. IblbwitaMa. Sack anriets. quetteDd cap 

7 Oh-12 HOH INVADER (17) {D){BF){DFA4Mt}C Uanfi 6 1)12. ADwwoody 

fled Bade cnewons, W1»» sleeves, Black anrfak. Khte cap 

8 P/325- PR0SPS10 (204) (Mr Gaynar Scniton) Ms A Rgnett 5 10 12 C Maude 

Royal Sue and Write riatoic. cheurcm an sfeews. Mwe cqct ftoyat Bfee stw 

B 4 ROCXFORCE (14) |GZ Ifzcfl P Mriefc6 1) 12 _J1hanl 

Rnl and ftupfe (quvMO. M riwws 

« 1 SWIFT (20) (D) [General Si Geoftey HMtatQ M Pttfaaa 4 V to A P McCoy 

Atom and snpes; Atooon UgU Sfeeannieta MBraon cap 

11 2'F-B AFOM ALWEN (42) (D) (BF) (Triple lino) P Hobbs 5 07 -T J Murphy 

Hto. Dark Gmn spots, Dart (teen and Mm halwef store* hta cep 

to toto-2 BORA BORA (21) (D) (BF) (Mm J BaUanza) N 'Mston-Osnas 5 to 7 TJaoka 

Purpfcr. Cnwrjld Grew Wpto damond. stearea and tap 

-I2dactoad- 

BETT1NG: 7-2 Btaiedontx, Dance So Suita, 8-1 Gradan Dirt, 7-1 AMdoy Much, 3-1 Hoh kradai; 
Roddtnrs, B-1 Bora Bora 10-1 Ratttoami Prince, 14-1 Dawnport BanqiaL 16-1 tahen 
■097- Gob Star 4 to to A Magiae ft -B bv (D McWsai) 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

BtoedonbcmefU winter on the flat and owr buttles in Franca Haa marie promising 
start tor new ocmecbon* wfertig at Stratton) and tolowng up by 13 lengthen a hot . 
novice lurde at As^ol (3m. soft) last month 

Dance -So Suita: Former useful han d fc apper trailed by Pati Goto now a (our-tme 
wvmer over ludtos ki katond. Most recent was 9 length norice tuda victory at Tralee 
(&n good) back to August Ran credtable sixth In inah Cesarewitch six weeks ago 
Grecian Dart: Opened iMdtog account wtticomiartatae win ki a Utasotar (2m good) ' 
maiden, was In second place whan lal at the fast behind Bbedcra at Ascot Looked 
beaten and shtxid not reverse piamgs desp&a 3b pul 

Rathbawn Prince: Looked a useful preapea whan c o mtonabto winner at a 2i-nrv 
ncr marien at FairytKWse (2m, good to soft) on hirdtog debut but coUd only flush 
second when tavoutta to Mow up at Piaichestown (2m 2t heavy) two weeks BMr 
Aahkiy Mudc HaH-biaiher to snart Mra Mick shewed In has teherited some o> her 
toent when comtortabie 1 Yr wtoner of a novice went at Exeter (Bm H soh) two waeia 
ago, after showing only modest form in bumpara Has boked a dfflait ride 
Davenport Banquet: Last ouliig wac when wel-betean flfth behind Moscow Express 
to a useful novice chase at Ustmwf (2m. good to soft) n Septembec Appears wdi 
heid by Dance So SUte on previous InrtSng farm 


5 10 i 3 7 1/7 e 


W inner's ptaca In balling: 3 ouaij^uuu 

gaPn giSicCT: 6-1 1>1 g-1 -&2 H-2 0-3 5-1 4-1 7-1 33-1 

Winners' weights: U£ IQ* 102 101 1010 TIB TUI US PJ K10 


9 7 8 7 8 9 


profit or loss to Cl stake: favourite* -CiflO Second Fevcurtei -£400 


percemage at vrin ners placed ML 2nd or (W In test race: 7 iy» 
Shortest -prlcad winner. DuQkn Fiyy (1995) -t-i 


Uongeel-priced winner Sencr El Batrutt 0997) 33-1 


1bp trstoers: T Former - Pegwell Bay D988L Dublin Flyer (1995) 
J Gifford - Bradbixy Star fto93 S 19941 


Top Jockey: R Dunwoody - ArtShw Goto) iS&i). Oatenge’ Du Luc 


Hoh Invader; Dual bunper winner last season scared coaly X Worcester on hb hun 
dtog bow but baled as ifhenawtod a farther tael whan dtaappoHtog second Stongta 
bflhtod SentaUess over tree* and trip (good) bat month 

Frttepero: Bast g f tart from 3 mis tote eeascnws when S length aacoTHma^ada 

2 event mar 2m 8f al Sandown * ysar aga LWfy to need B» race 
Roddoree:IJsefrl^2lhwielcteFpercriflieWfcyAftkChamcrtmacbarietCTreJnB 
debut over hunJkn whan 21 lengths 4th to Sktodonb to Ascot tost montfirflcr link- 
ing stoncMy early on. ftowhas 3b ptiartoahouU flnUi much doav today 
&ate Ught4teMd getting, tocanabtant on maltot tfrtean outtowta a waeidth nowtoa 
larth to Wineanton (Bn goodj by 8* bngtwfrwn Gnw tost fttof* 

Aftm Ahren: Looted useful when aesy winner of novfce at Newton Abtx* h June and 
was oddfron to toQoiwjp at Chepstow (Bn, good) bat month, but mn InwpfcsMypocr 
ly to be 12 lengths fiHh to stabfenwta Beacon Slwc Wfarlh another chares 
Bora BottolbeM bunper parftxmaf, looted h need otlurihar whan a t flaappatt- 
fawife, bOfitei B Iwigths by Rabagh Natiw at Womaatar (2m 2, goo$ bat month 
VERDICT; Btuedonhcwss on easy wvtwo( one of the boot novice races of the 
aon o dato end wB be tended to know up, aRhouQli Hoddorce, from the Worm Paul 
Mchola stable, kwka sta to gat much claaer than stAaoot Aten Alwen, sbo from ■ 
dabtowlfriibfirinB, can poaaatheat if back tohar aart y secaon best Howawr.libh 
takbrDANCESOSUlTEhaBihackKSBndlliaeiiperianoetotaltehbvArfrigae- 
quence to five far Eddie OGrady. 


olccl MURPHYS GOLD CUP HAMMCAP CHASE B||| 
3) (A) £75^)00 added 2m 4M 10yds 

1 334P-4 S8I0R & BETRUT7T (20) (CO) (G Nxk) to S Nock 9 C Q GBtedtoy 

RipbBnMtfOwnQtBiafLiyatn:fiimldGntfietp 

2 2F40F- C3y4iHffiBUXUJX(224)(CI1)P^JciTacn)MWp6811 U RDutnmdyB 

ftyefOn BaaoidGnanabama, me cap, Bnmftf Green end wHbaripatlap 

3 6462-3 SMPUT DASHV4G (14) (IQ (Sam htamnand) T EUHby 7 11 12 LWyar 

flat HWasatfi &ea*JG«si Drews. HNfeumMLBnMMQaan op 

4 31442 rantWE(2fl)(CD)(ttsHJCIijffcy)KBdey91l t) Nmhnm 

Gnen and Had ftjLBrwwj, KRm ahewg, /tod rep 

5 - TT2TI- CYFOR UAUA (FH) (226) (CO) p A Johnson) M Rpo511 3 A P McCoy 

tofdBkm. EmwaW Groin atowes. itfrto cap. Eimmld Gn*r apote 

8 OHM PAPUJDN (14) (CD) (Ms J MaxiMMinri)TV!feWi (M) 7 13 G RWH 

fimaraU Green, tiff* Blue 8Baaa,Bnanb<>aanalM« > GninHGnm cap, t^MSUidir 

7 1P32-3 MANDYS 1IANTH0 (1*) (D)(JHscMI)tlGMxd8toB PWds 

Ufft aim. VMa a#»d drewe 

B ' 0P2O- POTTBTS BAY (241) (CD) (Mb J E Potto) D Nfchdson 9 1) 8 AHagufes 

MMb MbCN fimtokfOHnaidMK ehidt shews, HMianfM « 

9 ! SICA PBBSUY PLACE (SQIIQ lAJGassaJNTiwton-OwwslO'ba TMB 

Rcjef BA« Mite hoop, datato on ifesves 

to ' 1RP-P6 HOH WAmOfl (11) (D Alport S R B MkhBBtaon) C Mann 7 to 3 DGsbgher 

Had, Back damns, MMa denes. SfacA anntat, HM> cap 

Tl 1 2-703 DANGB1 BABY (14) (D) (Stok Ftadng) P Bowen 8 to 1 TJMuphyB 

Dart Gma Red seams andafrew. Bbcir cap 

to 325F-6 DR LaiMT (P Emery) Phfctbe 7 to 0 -Rtimnt 

IWm Dari Sto oripa. Dak Bfee sfeswe, Wow anfeb HNte cq> 

13 ’ 61128 PtSJPS WOODY (KB) (Q (B R IMsdon) N Hmdnm to to 0 MARtzgwaU 

Red Bwi hoop. Hripad ifeSMS 

14 33263- QUSt OF SPADES (223) (C)()lkERVtugtBi)MY4str>Gevee 8 t)0 _CL)nre0yn 

■ ftoaBwatfGnWT to* hooped sfeavos, fled cap. Bntntf Oman star 

-14dsdsred- 

MtafmuitMigfC IDSL True hanOcap might: Ouaan 01 SpaOae Sal T2h 

BETTING: 84 Cyfor Itatta, 8-1 Itandys Mantino, PapOon, Omen 01 Spades, 8-1 Skreriy Dreh- 

bg, 10-1 SnorB BsbuU, IM DrLaont, 12-1 Ch&langvDn Loc, 18-1 Potter's Bay 20-1 Bartons, 

2S-1 Pbfipl Woody, 33-1 Danger Btery, Hoh Warrior Hrabarisy Place 

1997: Senor B Bebnrtti 8 to 0 J Osborne 33-1 (Mr 8 Mack) 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Senor 8 Batruttfc Last years winner ton toto tonwProved course BpecbSa with 
later wh h Triptaprint Gold CXp (ton 3b higher) and 16 lengths frxrth In Gold Cup. 
Naedad nai on Whcanton reeppaaranca WoJd not want going too aoft 
Cha Hangar Du Luc 3 lengths nnmr-up last yeer (off same mark) and ahse t pj an t 
TriplepiM Goto Ote and King George second Goes «nl flreh, but no battler and very 
cEffioA to win with. Acte on ary going 

Simply Dashing: Disappointing bat term after eeriy Ascot win. though good 9 lengths 
second to EscarteflgLie at AHree (3m 11) Below best when 6 lengths tt*d to Stnsh 
Royal on Wethertay<3m H) reappearan ce . Wtaid not want much rain. 

Bertona: Sightly irtucky 3 tangihsttM to Senor S Batrutt) from 5b lower tot year. 
Ascot wtoner off fib lower In the Sprfeig and ancaaacpig 12 tangtoa second to Super 
Tbetlce at VAncenton bst time. Best on sound aalaca and possbly aipoeed now 
Cyfor Malta: Cathcart Chase (2m 3) winner here last March and eesy TJ lengths win- 
ner at John Hughes Ttoptv at Akmae. 10b taster hare but open to kiteRNOtnenL ACb 
onany gong 

PapHImr itsh National (an 5f) nmar-up after head win over Fata The Parson owr 
2m3f here ton 5b bwet Encouraging second to Delphi Lodge at Nann (2m 11) on 
reappearance and looks each-way value ton useful mark. Acte an any gosig 
Mandys Mantino: Close D*d ti Arkto Trophy Cm) here In March and prormssig 7 
lengths third u Donttoavethanest otflhe mark on Ascot (2mj reappearance. Weight- 
ed to taka a hand but best on stxaid sirtaca and right starrfrra dotbt 
Potter's Bay: & lengths fifth to Senor Q Betrutti bst year ton 10b tighec Did not 
process a (yBflt deal afterwards, dasptta Doncaster wii and narrow WtaiMck second 
to Dubln Flyec Prone to the odd bad rnbolo 

Ptmberlay Place: Smart performer on hfe day but occasknaly reluctant startet Dou- 
bia Ludow scorer before credtable 10 lengths second to The Gray Monk hare l^n 51) 
to Aprl Refused to race on reappearsioa but beck h bSnkere now 
Hoh Warrior: Falod to Sve up to promise of Market Rasen debut win last term, do- 
sprtB 10 lengths Ascot (2m 31) wri from Strong Paiacfri held by Mandys Mantino on 
Arkto nmtog end soon h trabte behind Lake Karba on Eaatar reappearance 
Danger Baby: Carearbas t effort when beatbflGlamangBz at UtoaetargnS)fn-3an- 
uary but mrug^as in Ihs grade and faded 2 out when 3t le ngths B id to Coome Hi at 
Ascot (3m) last month. Beat on a last siifece 

Or Leunt: Ltaly outskler on Tb length second to Cyfor Malta in Cdhcart (&n 54) here 
n March. 26b better with Cyfor Malta now Dtseppckrtirg reappearance Bahbd Royal 
Brant at Stratford but easier going should out 

PMfl pto Woody: Proffic wmner ti lo«wr ^adae (placed 38 tines to 48 races) VSteight- 
ed up to ben on 14 length Strsttad 2nd to Stanmore in May and best an last going 
Queen Of Spadac Chance on stytog-on neck wm owr Dred ftouta Btlhls (bdua 
lest yeer and 11 lengths sixth to Champteve In Aik (a Trophy(2m) hare. Flro-ww out 
wnrer last three seasons, but wraufcl nol want soft pound 

VERDICT: With a «*> rt» rise lor Ms Atom ran. Cytor Matte, to no bet at ante-post 
odds. Ha haa scope for ri^rammerrt. but aa a precocious FrenqMrred may nor be pn»- 
gresakig as tost as hto contemporanas now. Dr Leunt Quaon Of Spades «id PapOon 
lake be eye as possfcte chalengars. bullhe wba mger may be SIMPLY DASHNG. who 
append to be ftodng his faet again last Spmg Ho bokad a posstfe wnrer tar a long 
way on tes watherby reappearance and wi step fittar here 


preil F1JOWH1S ORIGINAL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 

B) £15,000 ackiad 3m 3f110ytis 

1 4«W GO BALLETIC (T7) [Lks B J LOrihart) J OSisa B 12 0. _ JIARUgweb 

Tiwjuabean/SSwrdbrimfc 

2 1380F- BANJO TO (224^0) P«renC Mere*) Df*CJxtot 8 Tl n AMagom 

Stack RMS fWY* Bfecfrasews; Mistooo 

3 SMF> STT10NQ CHAWMN (28fl (rtrt 1 Go} PNfchds7101 JTizardP) 

Bb&yeh*mLttak>g^y#»cap 

4 311 Pi- KEWMLCiWAUERpi^RW^WingneBDWBRtthWtafiO OSHtBP) 

Pttt ajrtcftoron and mate ausftomd cap 

5 IffM TBMH8MSTWST{11)(Htieaoodlr*teatato)MmJRIn»h6GO-NY'®fl*i®d n 

B 2TC2- TWtii (337) (O (B^ (W E Start) J OH 8 B 0 TJ Murphy 

Osrit Star and WMs cf»dt Dirt 8Le item. ISWeesft ftrt a»ster 

7 TIT1 -22 OAVWBW(l)(P)pF)frljUsr»wNHMa(iieraB«0 »ACIwte»Jooes 

Dart Blue, fed cap, Gaentpots 
-7 dedered- 

Mh*Bou- IDGt True hwateop migHr- Tamaaati TtafeT Set 136, tWwr fer r^V Ooferr JC® 
BETTING: M Kendal Cawfla^ 1W Strang Chtonnan, 7^ Ytatete, 4-1 Bm|e, 7-1 C«ale»o.l6-1 
T tamue ew Tta kL 20-1 Go Badtflc - 
B97: Bmjo 7 ft 2 A Maguke 7-1 (D tflehobori) 6 tan 

FORM GUIDE 

Go BMMk Smart ctnsar, wlreiBr of tort seam* vatoobte Jm Rtrd chase at win- 
canton Vtomed up far fences wan an outing wet hudtes, flrtsheig 21 lengths behind 
The Pnws here pm 4t goad) last morflh 

- Banjo: Came back ton loess and change of stable town this race first wne cwt Usr 
scescn, mid subequontfy ran 3rd to See Msro Buaineaa In Rnhoar&ol OsiflO al Chop- 
stoKFnTnt8todriafftonantoendol8a8Ban,1el i«r National, wa stay 
Strong Chafrman: Former ooSit-to-polntBr who looked a useful prospect ai the start 
of test season, flntahbg second on Ms debut and then wtmgat Newoury over 3m 
Dbappolited In two rure after tong lay-off bi end of season 
Kandafl CseaBar: Progreashn handtoap chaser who flrashed last season on wmng 
note, beattog Tbtduff Express by B langihs here (3m2( heavy) last A|rt 
THUwwra Ttoiat: Vary promising novice chase of two seasons ago. laied to mpr«s 
h comeback races bst term, but should Improw on detent ttard to Alow at E»eter 
(2m « sod) last tine 

VWwnk Former uaafii staying hurdec nel-boaten by Strang Chairman at Newbury a 
yew aga hewing previously beaten that rival hare on his chasing bow IKendafl Cava- 
lar thWV Orty nm shoe was second to Edgemoor Pmca here (3m H goad) last De- 
cenbar 

Cavaienc Unbeaten tartenchaaer bst tetm inebting the F® htrtars a Alntree, makes 
qteck reappearance af lar f inte h ing 9 lengtos second to Tamamdo in an amateurs hand- 
toap chan hare (3m U good to soft) yasterday 

VERDICT: In a race featuring a nurber of promfeng young sayng chasers horn Kjsi 
out of the handcap there onould be Ittte between Yaftral and Strong Chairman, with 
the tatter, whose stable and jockey are in such fine tom. just favoured. At the tap of 
the handfeap Go Ballistic looks vuSneraWa with hb big weight BANJO atoo shoii- 
dera Ste more than when victorious to ths race last year. However he runs wel fresh 
and may haw the class to mate a winning return 


i ~ qc ] BODDINGTONS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) RKI 
J 1 £12,000 added 3m 2f 

1 D0-11P DARAYDAN (112) (C) (D A Jansen) U F^x 6 C 0..- G Supple (3) 

ffcyW SOo, BmxAJ Green steww. 1W*» cap. EmerfAl Gtvn rpcc 

2 00028- ALLEGATION (201) (C) (Martin Rachg) M Pipe & ft G CManfeV 

Sack hhte triple tfamend, debota on ebevsa Wtis cap 

3 130-41 BORAZON (21) (M Archer &MssJ BtaailiLfBl] NTvRsknOBns 4ft 3 .. C Ltovnilyn 

l^n Bbe. Macon chevron, hakad shews, LjQfr Gtie ani Marcon ffuarisme/ cap 

4 Z81B8 RUNAYYKf PETEflJSA) (2*)(1 DSteBOSa^ MPpeft t)9 -APMoQoy 

Ffeftw, Ugtt Green sash; steed cap 

5 4211- £T TABS (297) (Jet Stationery C^MreJPImin 6 02 RDwwoody 

JGoktBiacL hoop, hooped cap 

8 2SUB AMBLE SPEEDY (34) (H Mnnls} A L Moos (H) 8 1)1 _ ..BJGwaghty (!) 

Mow Soon sfeftefi and cap 

7 4m -P LAICHFORD (24) (fen Strong Racng) hMams G DO JMrRFoirttol(7) 

floytiStA HWte arpe, hooped dseres 

8 d/ZyS SANGtODGK) (38)(CD) (neterKb9al)CAGTrti9O0 Albgtee 

flopIBfeo, PWcDmoflormine. quamadoap 

9 4-PftP SNOW BOARD (21) (D) (F J Sdhdbuy) Mhs M Jones 9 00 .TJMurphyB 

Moat Snaratf Green dtamond Emati Green dmondB on fefcw atones art cep 
-BdaoMred- 

MhtounrTQti Tiua rtarxfcap wbgtertatcrtordiJsf SSi. San Ghrtfo 8a JIO. SWurfloardBcr nb 

BETTING: 5-Z Jet Thbs, 7-2 Bomnu 92 Amble Speedy, IM Runaway Pete, 7-1 Dareyitoa 8-1 

LatcMbrd, 9-1 Allegation. 14-1 othera 

097: Qysart B 11 3 A P NtaCoy 9-2 (M Ppe) G ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Daraytian: TOnd to Istabraq In ‘BS7 Sun Ataanca Easy winnar from 1 li tower over 2m 
Sf hare bst term and capable of going dose at Ms best but unsuiad by salt 
ABogation: in hantfcapperbglp last term, butlQfe lower now Showed he was sta a 
feme when second to The Prams here fi Aprl (2m Sf) Market the best gude 
Boreaon: Smart )uverfe bst term buicareerbest aflort when beaangAquavita 10 lengttis 
at Wbroegter (2m 4J) bst ttna Ukaly to progress again owr Bus longer tri> 

Runaway Pete: Useful front-miner, though yet to wn beyond 2m 61 Winner off this 
mark but has to improve on latest tistart 6th to Welsh Sit at Chepstow i2m 4f) 

Jet Tabs: H^y-regartted progasswe aort but unraced snceS lengths Windsor maxJ- 
en wn in January. Plenty u do at wetfits but open to Improvement at new tap 
Arable Speedy: Once-snart stayng hurdler and chaser Fnt outng lor two seasons 
wtwi steytog on 13 lengths sixth d Wsfer Chppy a Naas (2m 4/j DrfflcUt to assess 
but from shrewd Irtah yard and ooiM be on handy mark 

L ateWonli Hat-tnck scorer In minor comp a ny last backend. Disapponting comeback 
at Chepstow and stiff task Iram 14to hi^ier than latest win 
Sen Gorgkr Seeking first wn to mare than tf»ee yeare Credtable 16 lengths 2nd to 
Jet Boye on Huntingdon (3m 2f) reappearance but major task at ihe w»ghts 
Snow Board: ProHcwnwr In lower grades owr last three seasons. Osappovittog at 
IAbsVbL RaBen oroe easy Luton win Imn i6fe tourer. Hefty A the wei^ia 
VERDICT: Martn l^wta trio of nmers present e problem, but al appear to have seen 
batter days and n srinid pay to go wife (he proTaesiw BORAZON. whose yard has good 
fries io Ihe steyng hutdb (arm He appears sue to appreooa tin new top and coiid be 
tin one to deny the Irish raiser Amble Speedy, who had soma usefU Iwm three seasons 
ago and appeared to be on toe comeback tnti ai Naas 


AYR 


1.15 Course Doctor 
1.45 Sparky Gayle 

2.15 Salntes 


HYPERION 

2.45 To-Day To-Day 
3.15 Burnt Imp 

3.45 Sleepy River 


GOING: Good to Soft (Soft in places In back straight of hurdles come). 

■ Left-hand galopng cause; run-in 2toyds. 

■ Course is E of town on A 758 Ayr station (service from Glasgow) ton ADMISSION: 
Chi) CM; Grandstand £7 (GAPs haH-pnce). CAR PARK: Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: Mra M R o ve l e y — 22 wvrters from 128 runners gnres a suc- 
cess ratio of 175%; P Montefth 17 from TT7 (M5W: J J OTWH 16 from 99 (K2ty; L 
Lungo 16 from 131 n£2%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Dobbin 35 wins from 154 rates gnres a success ratio of 22.7%; 
B Storey 24 tram M3 i*8ty; P Nlwn 17 from T09 pafl%); R Supple ft from 56 rB8%V 

■ FAVOURITES; M4 wins n 360 races (40%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Lamtarlnl Lad (2.6). Thomtoun House (vtaored) (245) 


|1 ie| GLENGOYNE WHISKY NOVICE CHASE (QUAUHER) 
l,tq l (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £3,600 

1 21Q30 VINTAGE TA1TT1NGER (35) (D) IDie4bKl PtaCtogj J Gride 6 ft O ADobtan 

2 B6CF COlEtSE DOCTOR (21) (D)(BF)(R Johnson) GM Moore 6 11 0 JCM^han 

3 3F355- JUDICIOUS NORMAN (175) r J Aton) J Adam 7 n 0 BPowel 

4 1UT2/P LAGEN BH1DGE (21) (CG) |Mr & Mrs AG tflgan) 0 Ucftan 3 ft 0 JJJUoBrtt 

5 X5-32 PIN MOMY (15) (T Ifeninngsi Mrt S Srntti 6 n 0 _.SDurei* 

fl 1111-4 LEGAL RIGHT (USA) (21) (Patel Recydng) j J ONel 5 10 G DoUbthd 

-Btfedaad- 

BETT1NQ: 94 Coma Dnctot, 5-2 Vtetage TUttingec 9-2 Hn Mony, 7-1 Lagea Bridge, 14-1 Judt 
etousNonnsn 

1997 EOstweo Du MojEfl 5 ft 0 R Dunwoody bv iG Rjcriards) 5 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

COURSE DOCTOR, who has always looked a chasing type: showed enough promise 
before taftng at Carfcae to earn the vote. 


fT - 2cl SEAN GRAHAM UMRED HANDICAP CHASE (B) VSXV 
*■^1 £16,000 3m If Penalty Value El 0,783 Mil 

1 2r4tP- UNQLHDED MISSILE (Z28) (CD) (0 E HafTTKT^ N FkJierdl T) ft 12 ■ .... — ADobUl 

LqHOue. ftcyel BLe toBtetiamand divnends on skews aid cep 

2 ;43C- SPARKY GAYLE (241) (O (BF) (Mr &MT9R A Green) C Part® B 11 1 B Storey 

Emaafd Green feBcw rasti and dar on cap 

1 im.S SEVBt TOWBtS (14) (CQ) (Urs E A Morey) Mra M Rewby 9 ft 0 P Ntvsn 

Wttn Ox* BpaJas. Hhto tiaeves, Ifefcw cap. Back star 

4 Oi-G2 DAVY BLAKE (3) (D) |T Ddgoty) T Dalgetty ft 10 5 C UcCcsmecfc (5) 

CftxoUft. Green cap. Wife span 

5 HF1-5 BnESFfMY(1l)(0 (BF] (THwrmngs) MsS Snilti 7 1)5 — ^ DlVtoCk 

FraemW Oeen and Wbw iQuartered). Hh» skews and cv 
- 5 declared - 

Mrem naagfr 10850 Tw horefeap wagftn.- Davy flbte 9st 730. Biatpraf 9S 138). 

BETTING: 11-8 Sparky Gflyte. 11-4 Seven Tbaan. 3-1 Efrasprey, 4-1 UngiddadMb(ib.T4-l Davy 
Bbfea 

897 Mr Wfiganso Q R Duwaody 1 -8 1» (N ChanEej 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Unguldaa MMta: ibp dtass chaser who took a 3m If handcap chase ai ttw Chel- 
tenham Festival before jumpng poorly beftna Escanetugue n tha Martel Cup it Am- 
tretv UsuaBy runs wet fresh 

Sparky Gayle; Unbeaten novice mo seasons aga i e rerwd out of sore for much of 
last term bid iootced on the way back when cecorid to Super Cato ki MUmay Qf Fleet 
at Chnttenham f2m 4t goocDShnud appreciate step up in trip 


Sevan Tbwere: Former Mkfoncf National wimer sue to coma an for r onpp ee ranc e 
bst of five. T9 lengths boMnd Strath Roysl at VMhorby (3m It good) lost month 
Davy Blafca: Frore-runnlng former tenter chaser toiprwred greatly to lake ferae hand- 
icap chases over 3m if at the end of bst season Mates quck reappearance after fin- 
bhtog 12 lengths 2nd to Najghty Future over much shorter at Kabo (frft 8t soft) 
Brea p ray: Progressive chaser who won a Grade 2 Chase here over an 4f bat see- 
son Doappototrig toourtta whan 5th, 9 langihs behtod Prafluant at VUathsrtiy bst month 
on reappwrance aftar muddSng pace Has nawr tried farther man am 5f 
VERDICT: A smal bit classy fletd Ungukfed Missile is from a stable with a great 
reconi at the track but can be a dodgy Jurper and haa to concede akx of weight to 
soma propesslw rtwls. SRARKY GALE "a novice form from two seasons ago was 
good enough » make Mm fevoufla tor the MuitiiyV Gdd Cup find time out on thto 
day test season. He haa shea left the impression that today* test of stamna wi suit 
and he gets the nod over Sevan Tbwera, who may need another rui to put hfcn spot 
on aftar missing test season altogether 


O 1C I SEAN GRAHAM BOOKMAKERS HURDLE (CLASS E) 
\*- m Iq l £3,000 added 3YO 2m Penalty Value EZ443 

1 00 BAYLHAM (F24) (toi^i ConstoKticr) J Gokie E Q — OMePhalp) 

2 CUHNN BRADY (F402» f BredyJ JGoMeD 72 Sfeytar 

3 3 CUHRCUUS (38) (Ms □ Ifisf] M ’bcfinbr D E CMcCtemackffi 

4 DAVE IKE BANK (FI (ft (D Gtea^Mj A Botoy X} Q SDwack 

5 ENYCIY (Fe9)(Gtferel)C'ThDn4criS)'a b Foster 

6 222 LAUBRN LAD (II) (Hatawood hterraflonaD A Batey B 12 BPMHflB 

7 6 POLO VBITUnE pi) (Won ki Mnd Pwtnwshp ED M Harmond B 12. — DHanEng 

B SABfTES (F39) (J GoMe) J GaUe D 12 A Dobbin 

9 26 THANKS KEITH p) (BF) (Cbytan B^oy PartrwrtipJ J J (TNei to ti _X Coopw (7) B 

ft 0 THE PRESIDENT pi) (Norfi Raong) Mn M fevefey ft 12. PNkren 

ft BEAU VCNNA (FIO) (Forffi PannetshPj A Dean 07. DPMar 

C INCHAHOY (F40) (Mre A Dcrarf Mss L Penan ft 7 B Stony 

-IZdedsred- 

BETTlNB: 7-2 Thanks Keflh^-1 The President, 5-1 SaMae, 11-2 LnbrM Lad, B-T Poto tfwture, 

ID-1 CuntnAa. 12-1 Dm The Bank,2S-1 others 

ft9T CkxrtTbry ft12flGar«yB-4tw(Kifermond) ft ran 

FORM VERDICT 

Thanks Ka Mi, a moderate plodder on the FbL feted to hid hb Mjrde debut prorMse 
last time and may not confirm Watherby supbldrlty mar either Polo Ventm or THE 
PRESIDENT. Micky Hammond expects Poto tonture to improve for waiting tactics 
but The Preskfam b capable of leaving behind Ms first effort ewer huntes. whan ha 
was partnered by a SB) cfetimer. 


o acI SEAN GRAHAM TELEPHONE BETTING NOVICE H'CAP 
HURDLE (q £6,000 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £4,110 

1 020-12 GOOD MY (71) (D) (Mrs AC Fotecn) AWt*sns411 O 1 JanAna (7) 

2 A6140 MR CAVALLO (S) (D) (P J S ItossM) Mss L Reset B ft ft C McCormack (5) 

3 5T100P TWRNTOWt HOUSE (5) (D) (W M Jchwcnel J Qolde 5 11 2 OMcPhH (S) V 

4 (3332- TO-OAiY TO-DAY (?5® (Col DC Grad L Lingo 5 ft 1 RStftpfe 

5 /5CM IWlOAl-OO (36) (MrRhh R AGrner^ CPariar6 TOO B Storey 

6 3455« HYSAUMB10(8)(BF) (TABanwa) MBamas4ftQ STaytor 

-Bdecbrad- 

Unmm mlglttOA True haodkop welglt: Afr Sotorcft) M TOffi 

BETTING: 2-1 Tb-DsyfoOsy, 5-2 Good Day, ii-a Hy Srttraflo, 6-1 Mr Cnatio, 7-1 Kbndsbo, IP-1 

TTurreDun Housi 

■B9T' no eorraapertfng ra» 

FOFIM VERDICT 

The vote goes to GOOD DAY, who dd nothing wrong whan a dear second in a Sedge- 
Hold nowcehurtBB to a horee who won a lakhartlcap non time out The tough Mr 
CanraOo a below par at present and a bigger ih eat could be To-Cey 1b-Oay, who 
peftiaps needed bnu to aecfrnatisa bst snason whan performing below Ms trabwta 
npectationa 


lo 1 cl SEAN GRAHAM HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS □) £5,000 
added 2m 4f Penalty Value £3.704 

1 1F6-3 CHIPPED OUT (14 (D) (Domna Racing) Mtottum 812 0 .C McCormack (5) 

2 natW) NICHOLAS PLANT (14) (CD) (Ifrs M F Paterecnl J Grids 9 ft 9 — OMcPhdlfS) 

3 N44-1 BURNT IMP (fJSA) (14) (CQ (N B Mason] G M Moore 8 ft 3 J Callaghan 

4 6/204- STORMY CORAL (IBS) (CD) |» 4 Ms R A Green) C Park* 8 ft 2 B Storey 

5 UF5-13 mVERlfrGHON (21) (D](RJ Crafts) JH JolrecnB OB DPteker 

8 2031-1 SUPREME S0VET(lG3)(D)(CamfiKlg{Hrinaii) A MMansfl 09 . ----ADoMwi 

-Sdadared- 

BETTEIG: S-2 Bvnt feap, 4-1 Rher Unshtae, Suprero* Sovtat, B-2 Chipped Aa, W Nkrioba Plant, 
7-1 Stormy Corel 

■8B7: Any Port 7 ft 7 Mr R P McNafty (7) 5-1 (A J Mato, H) 6 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

CHIPPED OUT jumped wel when an encouraging thud 10 Burnt Imp on hb reap- 
pearance at Kelso and has a sold chance ot turning tabiee. although that rival a a 
doughty battier when in the mood and should not be underestimated Supreme So- 
vtat b a wen hantScapped novice who represents a big mrea rt Tn 


o Afi\ SEAN GRAHAM BOOKMAKERS HANDICAP VreXH 
HURDLE p) E5/J00 3m 110yds Pen Value E3A70 ft3d 

1 F2t3 MENSHAAR (USA) (9) (C) (D) IMre S Efembeig) L Lungo 8 ft ft R Supple 

Hhb Dwft Ctem bawe. arbed sbewe and cap 

2 3RH3 THE NEXT WALTZ (IB) (MrcMltoycb)L Lungo 7 ft 5 Ur B Gibson (7) 

PM. Mas swp&omfcis and txp 

3 42B63- JUDfCHXtS CAPTAIN (KW) (CO) (J Adam) J Adam 11 T13.. 8 Rowed 

fiad, Brow sbewai RBcfarmiaa. Whs cap 

4 0050-1 SLEBWRNER(l4UPUcManus)JJONal7ftB R McGrath 

Emerald Green, fetum hoops. Write cap 

5 4EF-2 MONTE CRE5TA (28) (M^ J Stwton) Mr; S Bradbume 5 ft 6 - ilr M Bradfaume (5) 

Broim, Grey cap 

8 22-221 VALIANT DASH 05) (D) (J Gdtfe) J GdUa 12 ft 4 QMcPtaa (5) 

Saw Bk*. fetow armtaa Bbe end fled quadaredeep 

7 14332 PRSMTtWE HEART (18) (IYrIb tbadnQ) H Naonter8T)4 S Chirac* 

Da* Gieen Pmple habad iKoete. Papa cap 

8 222-30 V1LPRANO pft (D) (Vlprano Partadfe) D ItottaD 7 ft 2 DJUafHt 

Uua. Mb npfe dtamond; Mite and Xd?» Mx*> on staewe. UgH Bin ana IMw gua«redcv 

—8 dectared- 

BETTMO: W Stoqiy Hhw; 4-1 The Nad Waiz. m ViBars Dash, 5-1 Prinflne Heart, 6-1 Mama 
Create, 10-1 Mmihaar, 12-1 Jutodau Captain. VDpreno 
B97: Bnda Pa* 6 ft 4 R Garritty 7-4 Jt tav (T Eesteby) b rar 
FORM GUIDE 

Uenshsar: Progressive sari last terriv rouidtiig off with Hexham 3m win from 7to tower 

Dtsappomting on reappearance at Haydock and ptenty to do here 

The Next Vfofrz: Rve^ne vnw ih» term and an on upgrade when 5 tengfr& it»d 

to Sharp Crermand at Kelso (2m 5'<A Longer trip should sut and cored late a hand 

JudfcfcKnCaptalreUKUcteseroverlasttwoseaaan&UMnawnquantityoverhu-- 

dtes now but goes parttoUariy wo» to the nxid 

Sleepy fwirer: UseU ataymg hunter tor Arthur Moora In Iretond two seasons ago Fra 

farm area when baaing Primitive Heart 3'/i lengths a Keteo (2m 01 soW. 6to hgher 
here but posatoly capable of luritn- kiftrovement over longer tnp 
Monte CreatK Promising reappearance when beaten 5 lengths by The Next Vtettz ai 
Kelso pn 6t heavy) on sane come and doeety weighted with wfener hem 
Valiant Dash: First win tor a long lime when berefcig Ore Kris neck at Hexham (3m, 
good to soft). 2t> higher here and Italy to And the crenpany tougher 
PrtaAhM Hamt Pnnyesstog aeacBy and battled wel when tMatena'Atengthstw^-,., 
aver a K atao (2m a) Gate stwggte to tren tables on orty 4ti better arms 
VBprano: Bnprtwd pertormer ever longer trps bst tetm. acorng at fifewrastle i Jmi 
n Fabraary from Bb lower. Hard to fancy after dsmal Carisle show on Monday 

VEFB3ICT1 SLSEPY RIVER bounced right back to torn at Ketoo and could (ay to r-5. 
tow now tore ha has aedmattsed. He m rated 2Qfe Wghw In Mand two seasons ago ng 

conw Item a yatonoBMlBit farm PrimWvB Heart had Ihe advantage of a prevou- out- 

bg last time real appears reflaly to rawrse platings only sightly better terms. 
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CHELTENHAM 

Going Good to sdi (Good m pbces) 
1.15: 1. TAMAMNDO (Mr A Forran:t 9-2: 2. 
Csratoro M lav. 3. Oban ft-t Bran. 7. g 
ftl Pet Wefiragtorft Ttote: WSQ: £2XX). C130 
DF C27Q GSF ST51 

1 JO: 1. PREMIER GENERATION (M A 
Fittgeraai W->33 fov. 2. Explain Thte n-i: 
3. Davoskl 7-1 17 ran. 2. 2V: (N Hender- 
son. Lambourm Tote: C*9Q; EiTQ; C3flft 
Cl 71 ClSG DF" zsm. CS ?. Qias Tncast 
£22753. Tntocta' 

225:1. GREEN GREEN DESERT giEMid) 
6-1 : 2. Hurrleane L»np T3W0. 3, Foreatal 
5-* tw 5 ran. 7. L |F tiichoits Sheptrn Mai- 
ieij Tote: aiij. £2.n ftTCL OF Cnoa CSF' 
£22 


3,00: 1. SPEND ID (A Magura] 100-30. 2. 
Moscow Express too- 30: 3. Song Of The 
Sword 7-4 tov. 5 ran. 2, 2Q (D Nchotoon 
■femple Gutngi Tbt* S400: C18O, CL6Q DF- 
£S0Q CSF- Etna 

3J5: 1. UNDENTS LOTTO (P Caroeny) 8-1; 
2. Flfty a aven chann a la p-1 ; 3. Utoky Town 

7-a 14 r»k ft -4 to McQegar Tho Thtd BW 
£ (A Martin, KUdafrey Co Meafh). 7bt»; 
£770: £2SQ E23G 1220. DF: 2334G CSF: 
C4BB2. 

4.05: 1. PAPO KHAR1SMA (R Wbgerj 3-1 
bv: 2. Never In Defat 6-1 : 3. Zaflaran Run 
C-i 22 ran. 1 ft. (P Hobbs. ftftnehMd) 
Tbta: £380. tlTU E2(» C35Q £980 DF- 
£1050 CSF ET741 Tricast £19886 

Jackpot: £nH89300; C2&2«5a earned tor- 
war a to Cheltenham today. 


Ptocepoc CB090 Quadpob £3380. 

Place 8: £56.71 Plan 5 -. £4479. 

NEWCASTLE 
Gang: Good (Good to Soft n pfacee) 
12-59: 1. HUNT HILL (R McGrath) 2-1; 2. 
Saxon Victory I6-1 : 3. Free 4^ tav. 8 ran, 
KX2V: (JJ ONel. Penrith). IMr £260; m 
ciaa cm df-. czzeg. csf-. mss. 

latfc 1. MASTER NOVA (R Gorritiy) 20-T; 
Z Bold Action 14-1:3. WWAFWdfer T1-4 
12 ran. 13-Btov Bobby Grant (puffed up). 
161 a [U$s J CaRVftcha Maim). Tote: 
£2430; £320: £43a £19Q DF: £80:40. CSF: 
£21635. 

205: 1.NOSHWANMKJN{Fln*y) 5-2:4 
FormWabfe Partner E-1, 3. Askriflfl Van- 


Iwe25-L 13 ran. 13-B to Arrange (4th). KL 
27 j. (M W Eastaitoy. Sheriff Hutton) Tbtr 
EAOO: £wa CEttL (24G OR £TL30. CSF: 
£1657. NR: Castletown Count 

240: 1.MMSTER GLORY (RMcGmh) B-2; 
2. Issyln ZD-1 : 3. La Rtvtarii3-a. B ran. ft >4 
tavPmceOfStent&(Btti).5,nk.(MWEast- 
erby. Swift Hutton) Tbta: £850; E2DQEWQ 
£150 DF: £3890 CSF: £6620. Tncast: 
E5Q34Q NR: OaeaB An Doras. 
ai& 1. VVOOOFCLD GALE (Mr A Dartoaey) 
8-5fev, 2. joe Bin* 5-4; 3. Onyoufewn 7-T 
8 ran. Mt, 3’/.. (Mra M Ffevetyt Sttitbum) 
TWa: E2D0; £240 WQ DF; E13& CSR E2BQ 
NFS tosh WMCaid. 

3-45: 1. PUREVAUfE (P Nhwft 11-4; a. 
ISalrafeefl ft-4;3.GMfic Btoe7-4<BK 6m 
X TO. (M W EasMffry; Sheriff Hutton) Tbtt: 


£350; E22Q E2*L DF: £54G CSF: £an 
PteepoC £8380- Quadpot: £21fia 

Place S: £433a Place 5: DUUL 
SOUTHWELL 
Going: Standard 

12JB: 1. StLSfT WARNING (Mr C Vigors) 
Boric far, 2. Doc RyatYs 12* v, 3. Ewzto 
Rufa 10-1 13 ran. 5, a |SV Mark Preacom. 
Tbla: EtBO: Eltt BUft £2» OF: £32flQ CSft 
£fc*a Ittgaac £8326 
12J5: 1. TAVSEER (T Spratas) 7-2; i. 
Royal Cascade l2-1;3.1taaoia(fTlnmsS- 
1 15 m tXMO to Wh (5#i) Z 3 (W Mter) 
Tbtir. £360: E18Q £320. E32Q DF: E2L6CL 
CSF: £38i37. fflt Lactwste. 


1-06: 1. TOPTON (J Quinn) 6-1; 2. Elton 
Ledflfrr 1S-1; 3. Sharp Scotch B-1;4. Mua- 
Ung 16-t IB ran. 5-1 fey Koseva 3 3. (P 
Havrfng) Wat £&«: CUO £280 £380 £550. 
DF: £4260. CSF: £9880 Tricast £89057. 
1/tfcl. MARY JANE (PFessey) 12-1.2. feO- 
wind 132; 3. Shop Wnt 12-1 15 m. tfOGO 
fev Moat Respectful (4ih).3'A,rk.(j Berry) 
"fat* EfilO; £380 £L70 £510 . OF: 

CSF: E72A2. 

2.19: 1. CEUTC SEAL (J Edmunds! 25-1: 
2. Lady Carotins 9-4 tar; 3. Trojan GM3-1 

IT r»L Nk, a p Bolting) Tbte: E67aa £840 
£180 £L20 DF: £5680 CSF; E7U4a 
2J50:1.VAU OF LEVEN (A McCarthy) B-l: 
2. Lavs Diamonds 14-1; 3. Chalcedony 
33*l l4ran.n-4|HavsEyBbafc0uthK>- 
an Swmgat Nk, 2% (KRyan) fata: £700; 


£280 £450 EW50 DF: csein psf- 
£8373. Tricast E2.47881 

323: 1. SWISS TONI (A fechefe) s-v a 
Nation's Haro 94 to; a Borexfe Ckw aj V 
is ran. '/•. Z (D Ntohofrj) Totar frrw pi w 
EL 7Q 1350 DF: EHSO CSF: £l4,n S 
Cal Lady. ^ 

3J55: 1. (OVE ACADEMY (FfFilrpam, 04 
tar. 2. Mrttoamra *-v. a. Kingdom Ri*i 
IOI IS rm Htt 4. (M JohnaorTTbS.^ 
EL70 £370, e*30. DF: £2830. 

Pfecepefc £12030. Quadpot £ 42313 . 

Ptaea 8 : £33294. Place B:E 2 i 8 S 7 
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Difficult 
Britain 
debut 
for Long 


ONLY PRIDE to play foe It is cue 

of the hoariest and most vacu- 
ous cliches in sport, but Great 
Britain need to invest it with 
some meaning today if the sea- 
son is not to end on a profoundly 
depressing note. Andy Good- 
way’s side goes into the third 
Test at Watford this evening 
with a home series against New 
Zealand already lost - for the 
first time in 27 years. 

The last time they were 2-0 
down to the Kiwis, in New 
Zealand two years ago, they lost 
the third Test by 20 dear points. 
Any sjrmlar scoreline today wifi 
mean that this will go down as 
Great Britain's worst series 
performance for a very long 
time. 

The portents are not good, 
not good at alL On top of the 
expected absence of Paul 
Newlove and Adrian Moriey, 
Goodway yesterday ruled out 
Iestyn Harris and Keiron Cun- 
ningham as well. 

That, assuming that it is the 
true situation, will mean a 
belated first appearance in the 
series for Sean Long, normally 
a scrum-half for St Helens, but 
here pressed into service at 
stand-off. Long’s pace and pow- 
ers of improvisation were worth 

a run, possibly off the bench, 
earlier in the series, but he 
makes his bow today in difficult 
circumstances, alongside a 
player of similar style in Tony 
Smith. 

Long got a taste of Test 
rugby against Australia last 
year; but this match marks a 
demanding debut for Terry 
Newton, the Leeds hooker who 
only turned 20 last Saturday and 
who has still started only 26 
Super League games for bis 
dub. 

C unningham wimp into the 

series with a knee injury and 
has accumulated others along 
the way so it was always a fair 
bet that he would have to be 
replaced at some stage. 

He was still dose to being 
Britain’s most effective player 
in the defeat at Bolton, but 
Goodway rates Newton highly, 
having included him in the orig- 
inal squad ahead of several 
more experienced and obvious 
options. 

“When we picked 23 players 
for the series, we considered 
them all to be Test players and 
we have faith in their ability" 
Good way said. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


By Dave hadfield 


“It is a serious problem to 
have four players out injured, 
but these players who will 
replace them are of interna- 
tional quality." 

Phil Lowe, the England team 
manage^ agreed with the Good- 
way assertion, saying: “We’re 
content in the other payers in 
the squad. We picked them in 
the first place because we 
thought they wee good players. 
If any of these four don't make 
it they will be given a chance to 
prove themselves.” 

Newton, considered a back- 
row forward when Leeds won 
a tug-of-war with Warrington to 

si g n him frhnw> SAasnns agn, hut 

successful^ converted to hook- 
er; said: “This is the chance I've 
been waiting for and I want to 
show people what I'm made o£ 
ril give more than 100 per cent” 

The other changes from the 
second Test team show Terry 
O’Connor promoted to the start- 
ing line-up, with Darren Fleaiy 

and Mike Farshaw on the bench 

and Neil Cowie omitted 
altogether. 

Goodway has kept faith with 
the left-wing partnership of 
Keith Senior and Francis Cum- 
mins, although it was found 
wanting defensively last Satur- 
day. The only alternative from 
within the squad would have 
been to draft Lee GHlmour into 
a centre rote he has only occa- 
sionally filled for TOgan, but he 
remains among the substitutes. 

Alongside all this, the Kiwis’ 
selection process has been sim- 
plicity itselfi They have brought 
in Craig Smith as an extra prop 
on the bench, partly in order to 
give their captain, Quentin Rjp- 
gia, the chance of a rest 

Pongia has played every 
minute of the first two Tests, a 
remarkable feat for an in- 
ternational prop in the modern 
game. It might be in Frank 
Endaootfs mind to give him a 
breather at Vicarage Road; a 
team of wild horses has been 
hired to drag him from the 
pitch. 

Ticket sales for today’s game 
in Watford have reached 12^00 
and organises are hoping that 
they wfll attract a flurry of late 
interest in an area not usually 
associated with the I3-a-side 
code. 


GREAT BRITAIN v NEW ZEALAND 


ProOable teams for third Lincoln Jfesr or Vicarage Road. Watford 





Wigan 3 Klro ... 



Sheffield 4 Wikkl 






St Helens G R Paul. 


T Smith 









Laughton 

Joynt 

Sheffield 10 Pongia ... 

St Helens 1 1 Kearney . 

Auckland (capt) 


Sculthorpe St Helens 12 NlcCrachen Parramatta 

Farrell Wigan (capt) 13 Smann Auckland 


Suhntawi: Fluary {Leeds). For- 
itan (Bradford). IlmgliHin (Wigan). 
GKmotcr (Wigan). 


Stfbstimes: H Paul (Wigan). Cay- 
lure (Parramatta), Palma (Penrith), 
C SOM (illawana). 


Referee: B Harr(gan (Aus) Kick-off: 6pm. Sky Sport 1 530pm 



Greg Rusedski concentrates cm his return during yesterday’s defeat of the Canadian Daniel Nestor in the Stockholm Open 

Rusedski injured in victory 


GREG RUSEDSKI braved in- 
jury to move a step nearer the 
ATP World Championship in 
Hanover later this month. 

The British No 2 hurt a mus- 
cle in his back during a hard- 
fought 7-6, 1-6, 6-3 victory over 
the Canadian Daniel Nestor in 
the quarter-finals of the Stock- 
holm Open. But Rusedski, who 
needs to reach Sunday’s final 
to be assured of a place in the 
TOxid Chanqaonship, says he is 
ready to play through the pain 
barrier in tomorrow’s semi- 
final to make sure he books his 
berth at Hanover: 

The world No 11 feces either 
Thomas Johansson or Jason 
Stoitenbezgm the last four and 
could meet the British No l, 
Tim Henman, who takes on 
Magnus Guatafesan tonight, in 
thefinaL 


TENNIS 


BY DERRICK WHYTE 
in Stockholm 

.Rusedski said he felt a 
twinge of pain on his right side 
in today's first set He took 
some anti-inflammatory pills on 
court following the third game 
of the second set “It got tight 
and I felt it pull,” said Ruseds- 
ki “The trainer said it was just 
over-use. He doesn’t feel there 
is anything that can be dam- 
aged. It should be fine in a few 
days.” 

Rusedski got into trouble in 
the fifth game when he had to 
save four break-points before 
escaping for a 3-2 lead after 
Nestor sent a return long. But 
Nestor first fought hack to force 
a tie-break - only to be domi- 


nated easily by Rusedski - then 
broke early to take a2-0 lead and 
stretch that margin to 5-1 with 
another break. He won the last 
10 points in a row to level the 
match at a set each. The third 
set turned on a sixth game that 
lasted for more than 10 
minutes. 

Nestor; like Rusedski a left- 
hander; wasted a 40-0 lead, 
then bad to save four break- 
points against him before 
Rusedski finally grabbed a 4-2 
lead as Ins opponent netted a 
volley Rusedski then served out 
his next two games for the win. 

“I knew what to expect,” 
Rusedski said. “Itwas Eke play- 
ing mysel£ But I think 1 move 
better than him and Pm more 
intense in some situations.” 

Rusedski said the sixth 
game of the final set was im- 


portant fina% got a ball that 
I could chip low enough down 
the fine,” said the Briton. “It 
was satisfying, that was a key 
game and match could have 
gone either way. 

“It’s frustrating the way 
Daniel plays. It’s always tough 
for a leftie to play another left- 
ie. Vbu have to give him a lot of 
respect on an indoor court I 
managed to get the only break 
inthethfrdsetandgottbewin.” 

If Henman reaches the 
semifinals he will have booked 
one of the last two places fin: 
Hanover 

Tbdd Martin stopped Takao 
Suzukfs run in the Stockholm 
Open eariierjesten&y, beating 
the Japanese qualifier 6-3, 64 
in the first quarter-final 

Martin broke Suzuki twice in 
game seven and nine to win the 


first set After trading service 
breaks early in the second set 
Martin broke Suzuki a gain in 
the last game. Suzuki fell behind 
1540 after two superb cross- 
court returns by Martin. Hie 
American clinched the match 
with a perfect lob. 

“The key point of the game 
came at 15 ail in the last game, 
when I hit a passing shot fora 
winner," Martin said. “That 
gave me a boost and took the 
wind out of him.” 

“I feel Tm playing great, 
better than a few years ago. I 
just hope it continues for the 
rest of the week and that it 
doesn't vanish come 1999.” 

Martin, who reached the 
1996 final here but lost to 
Thomas Enqvist, will play the 
winner between Tim Henman 
and Magnus Gustafeson. 


S Africans lift Epsom 


WHILE THE Wales rugby union 
side at Wembley will be far 
from relishing the arrival of the 
all-conquering South Africans 
today the contribution of some 
of the Springboks’ hockey play- 
ing countrymen at E^psom has 
been a welcomed tonic for cap- 
tain Chris Allcock’s team. 

Five South Africans are ex- 
pected to start Epsom's EHA 
Cup game against Winchester 
of the Premier League tomor- 
row and Allcock attests to their 
impact in both that competition 
and the Hampshire-Surrey 
Regional League. 

“We have a good team spir- 
it and we are now getting it 
together;" said Allcock; who is 
back at the Surrey dub after 
stints at Slough and Hounslow. 
“It has been a gradual process 


HOCKEY 


BY BILL COLWILL 

which all started with the 
arrival of Spingbok Murray 

Smith. ” 

Smith, currently studying 
medicine in Dublin, flies in 
each weekend and has been the 
catalyst for the arrival of other 
South Africans, including 
Charles Teversham from the 
Atlanta Olympic squad. Unlike 
the National League, there are 
no restrictions on the number 
of non-EU overseas players in 
the Cup, hence the high num- 
bers of South Africans expect- 
ed to start against Wmchester 

Another recent returnee to 
Epsom, on maximum points in 
the league and who today visit 


Portsmouth, is Jon dark, the 
forma: England indoor goal- 
keeper Clark has seen action 
with Mid-Surrey and Slough 
and coached the US national 
squad at the Atlanta Olympics. 

Allcock summed up the 
weekend; “Our priority is obvi- 
ously the league. Realistically, 
we are not going to win the 
EHA Cup but if we could get 
through tins round to round 
four which would be the fur- 
thest Epsom have ever been, 
then I would say we would be 
reasonably content. 

“We would like to win the 
league but we are up against 
Old Georgians, also on 100 per 
cent, who, shall we sqy seem to 
have funds available and are 
said to be offering quite ridicu- 
lous amounts for players." 


Westwood unleashes 
six-birdie barrage 


ENGLAND'S Lee Westwood, 
aiming fix’ his third straight vic- 
tory in the Thiehiyo Masters, 
charged back into contention 
with six birdies in yesterday's 
second round. 

Westwood hit the day’s best 
score of a five-under 67 to fin- 
ish on 139 with Japan’s Ryoken 
Kawagi&hi and the first-round 
leader Eduardo Herrera, of 
Colombia, four shots behind 
the new leader Nobuo Seriza- 
wa, of Japan. Serizawa shot a 
68 after a first-round 67 to leave 
him three shots ahead. 

“I was very pleased with my 
round, in particular my 
putting.” said Serizawa, who is 
gunning for his fifth career vic- 
tory on the Japan PGA tour. 


GOLF 


Frankie Minoza, of the 
Philippines, carded three 
birdies and an eagle - as well 
as three bogeys -for a 70 to be 
in a tie fin: second place on 138 
with Tateo Ozakiof Japan. 

This year’s Masters and 
British Open champion, Mark 
O’Meara, struggled with a 72 to 
stand in 41st place. 

■ New Zealand’s Mamie 
McGuire said she could lead all 
tile way to the title after stay- 
ingin front through the second 
round of the women's Aus- 
tralian Open yesterday. 
McGuire leads by two from 
Australia's Jan Stephenson and 
Corinne Dfonah. 


Nemeth’s 

overseas 

players 

problem 

■rmuLina 

by Richard Taylor 


IF YOU want to play for Eng- 
land. play abroad. The squad for 
the European Championship 
games against Denmark. Spain 
and Ukraine this month con- 
firms that English fans no 
longer have the opportunity to 

watch the best English players. 

The England coach. Laszlo 
Nemeth, has named 12 players 
based overseas in a squad of 15. 
The exceptions are Manches- 
ter's Ronnie Baker, Derby's 
Yorick Williams and Peter 
Scantlebury. England's most 
capped player, who a week ago 
thought his international ca- 
reer was over when he left the 
Newcastle Eagles but has now 
signed for the Sheffield Sharks, 
The three maintain a tenuous 
presence for the Budweiser 
League, which is dominated by 
up to five Americans per team. 
Nemeth axed eight league 
players from his original squad 
of 24. 

Nemeth's task is to generate - 
teamwork from men who randy 
see each other, let alone play to- 
gether. He will name 12 to face . 
Denmark in Birmingham on 2S 
November; then Spain in Leon 
on the 28 November and 
Ukraine in Kiev on 2 Decembe: 

Nemeth has watched most of 
the overseas players in recent 
weeks and will be at league 
games this weekend to see 1 
Baker, Scantlebury and 
Williams. Nemeth said: “I need 
to be certain that I choose the 
right players. We have to per- 
form as a unit on the floor." 

ENGLAND SQUAD : 1 AhumcM tl)U \A-~ 
Giants). 


tana. Sp). ft Qatar (Manchester I 
A Batts IBotafltw. It). S BucfcuuU (Fab- 
riano. It). R Carter (Oberwatd. Aut). S CM- 
ms (Ypres. Bel). S DunKta£ (US). A 


(SanSmr (VUewlgem. Bel). 

(Verona, It). C HMlam ptppoUon. Gr). D 


(Derby Storm) 


Finn fights 

hormone 

allegations 


SKIING 


A PROSECUTOR yesterday 
charged the Finnish news 
agency ST T with libel for re- 
porting that the top Furnish 
skier Jari Rasanen bad bought 
illegal growth hormones. 

STT said that Rasanen had 
bought growth hormones on 24 
January that are banned for 
competing athletes. The hor- 
mones had been stolen from a 
hospital in Sweden, the report 
said. STT also claimed that 
Finnish Ski Federation officials 
had been planning to buy large 
amounts of the performance 
e nhanc in g substances. 

However, after investiga- 
tions in Finland and Sweden, 
Finnish police said they found 
no evidence of either Rasanen 
or Finnish ski officials being in- 
volved in, or planning, the pur- 
chase of hormones. 

STT has not given sources 
for its report In January it said 
it would reveal the names of the 
officials and details of Rasa-, 
nen's alleged purchase, but so 
far has not done so. The writer 
of the STT report, Johann Aat- 
salo-SaUinen, and editor-in- 
chief, KariV^isanen, have both 
been charged with libel 

Rasanen, a relay silver 
medallist in the World Cham- 
pionships last yean has vehe- 
mently denied the allegations. 
He has threatened to sue STT 
for up to 2 million markkas 
(£242,000). 


SPORTING DIGEST 


11-year-old Australian girl 
set for tournament bout 


AN li-YEAR-OLD girl is set to 
fight in a tournament on Aus- 
tralia's Gold Coast which has 
been banned by one govern- 
ment and condemned by med- 
ical authorities. Zoe Norford, 11, 
has nominated for the girls 
under-13 championship of the 
breakaway Australian Ama- 
teur Boxing League next week, 
an official said yesterday. 

“There is nothing illegal 
about what we are doing;” said 
the AABL secretary, Dennis 
Magnay. He admitted the or- 
ganisation was forced to move 
the event from NewSouth Wales 
to neighbouring Queensland, 
because laws against female 
boxing existed in the former 

He conceded that some peo- 
ple might be shocked by the 
idea of young girls boxing. T un- 
derstand how it can be a shock 
to their systems because it’s 


BOXING 


something new but given a few 
years It will be absolutely noth- 
ing,” Magnay said. “We make 
sure that they are well pro- 
tected - that’s tiie main tiling. 

Theywear a headguard, a com- 
pulsory breast protectoq slight- 
ly softer gloves and box shorter 
rounds than the boys." 

The Australian Medical 
Association is opposed to all 
bodng but win campaign to ban 
all fighters under l$year$. The 
AMA's national president, 
David Brand, said young box- 
ers exhibited early evidence of 
brain damage in some studies, 
despite not being able to punch 
as hard as older fighters. 

The officially sanctioned 
Amateur Booting Union of Aus- 
tralia does not endorse female 
boxers. 


BADMINTON 
INTERNATIONAL SERIES (St AraMU) 
Fo urth match (of ala): China 3 Eng- 
land 2. MM doubles (EugUsti nmu 

Hr*): c Hum and S 5an key be Y Zhang 
and L Gao 10-15 15-7 15-4: Woman'S 
dMkK R Pantaney lost to C fang 6-1 1 
5-1 1 : Men's singles: R Noth lose to X 
Wa 6-1 5 5- 1 5. Wonmrf* doublet: E MBes 
and S Sankey lost to Y Lu and L Gao S- 
1 5 8-1 5: More datotas S ArcherfC Hunt 
bi Y Fan and S Am 15-11 15-n. {China 
lead series 4-0). 

BASKETBALL 

A codktaU waitress has Hied a law suit 
against the controversial Chicago 
BuDs forward Dennis Rodman, after 

heaflegedy stuffed a Si 00 Ml down 
her blouse and grabbed her breast. 
Susan Patterson of West Hollywood 
is also alleging assault, battery, 

negligence. False imprisonment and 
emotional distress following a con- 
frontation with Rodman In October. 
The England cap tain. Peter Scam le- 
buiv. has Signed for Sheffield Sharks 
and could make his debut tomorrow 
against Greater London Leopards. 
Edmburgh Rocks have sighed the for- 
mat Chester Jets port guard Sean Bed. 

MEWS EUKOLEAOUE Group A: torese 
(It) 75 ZaWrls Kaunas (Utii) 84; Saratov 
(R us) 83 Pm Orthez (FT) as (ort: Tau Ge- 
ramJca (Sp) 63 Fenebahce (TurK) 57. Group 
K Efes When (Dir) Bi MaccaW Tel Aviv 

g 74; TDKManresa (Sp) 67 Obora Za- 
(Croa) 79. Group c: rands' Bologna 
>2 KK Zadar (Craa) 53: Olympiakos 
■us (Gr) 94 ABu Berlin |Geri 65: Ulk- 
enpor (Dir) 64 C5K Moscow (Rus) 9). 
Group Kh Real Madrid 67 Oflmpld Ljubl- 
jana [Sloven) 66. 


FOOTBALL 

Wolves yesterday signed die German 
mkJflekier Robert Ntes&roj from For- 
tuna Dussddorf for a fee which could 
rise to £500.000 depending on ap- 
pearances. Niestroj. 23, who has 
signed a three-and-haif yea- contract, 
is unlikely to make his debut at Nor- 
wich today as international clearance 
is required from Germany, 
m CAR uno PREMIERSHIP M- 
ar ra m ued Bneuruc: Wed 9 Dec Chelsea 
v Aston vma (7.45): Sun 1 3 Dec Aston V8- 
lav Amend (3.0). 

HUNGARY SQUAD (w SMtUrtand, 
Budapest. 18 Novi: Klraly (Herttu 
Berlin), Babes (MTK Budapest); Lakos 
(Gyor ETO). Korsos (Gyor ETOJ, VSe- 
bok (Ujpest). C Feher (U|pest). Hrutfca 
(Kaiserslautern). Manus (Ferencvaros), 
Szekeres [MTK Budapest]; Wes (MTK Bu- 
dapest). Dardal (Hertha Berlin). Pisont 
(Elntraclu Frankfurt). Lendval {Ferenc- 
varos), Smnogyf (Gyor ETO], Toth 
(U]pest). Vlncze [Ferencvaros). T Peto 
(Ulpest); Egnessy (Dlosgyor). m Feher 
(Porto], Waltner (Videoron). Heroes 
(UJpesr). 1 5ebok (Zalaegerszeg). 

THURSDAY’S LATE RESULTS 
DUTCH UEAfiUE: PSV Ekidhamn 3 (MBs 
11, 35: ton Ntstdroofi 80); Vitesse Arn- 
hem 1 (kxhenaen 72). 

ITALIAN CUP nfrd rand. aaotMd leg: 
AS Roma 1 Atalanta 1 {agg: 2-i aet Am- 
Ionia win 5-4 on pens). 

GULF CUP (Manama, Bahrain): Kuwait 
4 United Arab Emirates 1 ; Bataan 2 Oman 
2 (Mined win tournament). 

HARP LAGER NATIONAL UMGUE OP 
IRELAND Premier PMslowDundaik 0 
Ron Harps 0. 

THE TIMES EA YOUTH CUP F Irst- 
round rapbr- Wetting 2 Lartgney Sports 


GOLF 

VUHBYO MASTERS (Gocemta, Japan) 

iei *H. (Japan mv 

lem nnmd) : 1 S3 N Serizawa 6768:1 38 
F Minoza (rflB) 68 70.T OzaM 68 70; 159 
L Westwood (GB) 72 67. R KawagHU 67 
72. E Herrera (Con 65 74. Sa l aa m! GB: 
1A1 A Coltart 69 72; 1*2 D Clarke 71 71. 
WOMBTS AUSTRALIAN OPEN (MW- 
beurne] Lea din g aecaatf-re u ad seorea 
(A as unless stated): i« M McGuire 
(NZ) 72 72; 146 C Dibnah 74 72. J 
Stephenson 74 72; 147 L Neumann 
(Swej 73 74; 148 K Webb 76 70. M-J 
Rouleau (CAJ7S 73: 14® KRobWn* (US) 


75 74. JY Lee (S Kor) 74 75.! 

OBs 150 C Duffy 79 71.J Crowe 76 74; 
156 S Bennett 75 81 : 173 LWre Bb 87. 
( S econd round Incomplete doe ro roni). 

ICE HOCKEY 

NHL: UhsMngton 0 Buffalo 2: NY Islanders 
4 Montreal Oj Ottawa 1 Edmonton 1 (of); 
PMaddphlal Florida 2; Chiogo 3Tbron- 


to 10: Caigary 3 Vancouver 4; Los Ange- 
les i Nashville 3; San Jose 3 Carolina 0. 
BOSON AND HBXxES CUP Senl*ll- 
nab (Thursday): Nottingham Panthers 
3 Manchester Storm 1 (agg; 5-4): London 
Knights OAyr Scottish Eages 6 (agg: 4»12). 

ICE SKATING 
NATIONS OR* (O ahan idre b an. G«rJ 
AtaK Store Progra m—: i A YagutSn 
(Rus) 0.5 factored ptodngK 2 A Abtfeus] 
T.0 : 3 A Vtoscenfco (Gerj 1.5. 
IroOaaoet C oiapt ts lo ry Pattcel AKryto- 
va and O Ovtfanufcov (Rus] 0.4; 2 S L 
Bourhe and V Kraatz (Can) 0.8: 3 K Win- 
kler and R Lohse (G«1 1-2. 

RUGBY UNION 
TOUR MATCH (Tlunday): Oxford Uni- 
versity fi Ftp 46. 


5NOOKER 

BENSON AND HEDGES CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP (HUtrern) Huai: D Gray (Eng] 
be D Harold (Eng] 3-6. 


KYUSHU 


SUMO 

GRAND TOURNAMENT 


STOCKHOLM MEN'S OPEN Sin- 
gle*, second round: T Johansson 
(Swe) bi G Grant (US] 6-2 6-1: J 
Stoltenbero (Aus) bt H Dreehmann 
(Ger) 6-2 6-2 Ouartor- H nals: T Mar- 
tin (US) bt T Suzuki (Japan) 6-3 6-4: 
G Rusedski (GB) bt D Nestor (Can) 7- 
6 1-6 6-3. 

KREMLIN CUP (Moscow) Men's 
Mngfes, quarter- finals: M Rosset 
(Swit) bt J Kroslak (Slovaki 6-2 6-4; 
V Kafelnikov (Rus) be G Raoux (Fr) 6- 
i 6-1 ■ 

CHEVROLET MEN’S CUP (Saeda- 
go, Cblla) Singles, second round: 

caka 12-4) bt Abgtyaire P-4); tbranouml ? ££? 1®?^^ 

15-1 ] MbhanMto^ 3 ):Akinoshima p- (Are) 6-4 4^5 Si^J Court r ms br 

k Vtokanpjo (2-4]: TokJ (3-3) bt Shik- b ffitraty ,SlmJak) 7^5 siJJ; f Sh! 

U» (Sp) br e Medica (Arg) 6-0 6-1. 

HOMBPSADVANTA CHAMPfOH- 


IkerDuySbt 
: 3) bt Maln- 


(of 15); OUieri (non 3. lost ; . 
aumiQwy^ (1-5): Aldnodki (1-51 btlbk- 
Itsuuml (2-4): KotonishIM (6-0) bt 
Asanowaka (2-4); Terao (4-3) bt Gotoro 
(3-3): Asanosho p-4) bt MtaMtumI (2-4): 
Mnatofufl (4-2) bt Kocoryu (4-2); (Mn- 
dhiH (4-2) bt Kgrokushuran (2-4); Asatayu- 


rshrma (2-4); Tamakasuga (5-1) bt 
Ibctiinonada (3-3): Dellma (3-3) be 
Hanunoshbru (1-5); Tochlazuma (3-3) bt 

Musoyama ( 5 -TJ bt 


Koconowaka (3-3); 

i-2):»* 
tnrfld (4-2): Mujaslwnanj (i 


* „ - I5-1J bt 

CMyouital (4-2): fttgonourrt (0-6] bt to 


J); Tahanonaml (4-2) bt 
Takanohana (4-2) bt ( 


brKaio 


ISS; 


(4-2) bt Ganyu (1-5): 
Ubhanahana (5-1 ) bt TbcWnowaha (0-6). 

TENNIS 

Chester’s British Untter-1 8 champi- 
on. Mark HDton. will be among sev- 
en wfld-card entrants aged between 

16 and 18 at the British National 
Ch am pions hi ps at Wford starting on 

17 November. The other selections 
are Lee ChBds of Bridgewater. Bar- 
ry Fulcher and James Auckland, 
both from Norwich. Helen Reesby 
from Nottingham, Hefcfi Farr of 
Guildford and Claire Seal from 
Leicester. For the (list time since 
1995 neither Tim Henman nor Greg 
RusedsW win compete. 


5”l p Singles, sec- 

ond round: A Frasier (US) bt P 
Setwiyder (Swit) 6-3 6-1: M Seles (US) 
btJUSugtaama (Japan) 6-3 7-5: S Graf 
(Ger) bt E Likhov tseva (Rus) 6-6 6-4. 


VOLLEYBALL 
MOTS WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Prnllailaary round re- 
sults: Group A Korea 3 Epypt o (15- 

S lm oi-i i 

n B ,raf Y 3 Canada 

8 KllsieV 3 nanand 

y„V .?~ 3 *5-9 15-1|. Group c China 3 

Mis?"? ,5 ‘ 13 ,s ' 12 T 5 - 8 ), 

Poland 0 (15-10 15-9 15-101 Bmnn 

Ta^SS 1 n (1 5-6 

la). Brazil 3 Greece 0 { 15-6 15.13 15 . 

SsSamK f ireSSW* 3 *"*410 


WEIGHTLIFTING 
WOMD OMMPKMSHO>S nancl. n 
DwtoK Wourew 89 k* 1 lA Tmg (O 
5lU 1 ^S 0h a ™ tdl 1 30-W® dean and j« 
roui lift-, a M-Y «u pai) IOOj 
J27.5. 227.5; 3 I Kasimova (Rus) 97.! 

* E (Hurt 102- 

222.3: 5 B Prd (Pol) 95.0. 122J 
^ ll’ ODKerijdow (Bulfl 90.0, 122.! 
212-5: 7 M J Park (S Kor) 92.5, 115.1 
207.5: 8 L Foreman fUS] 92.5, 110.1 
252.5:9MTjea (Gr) 80.0. 112.5. 192 ! 
10 S Leathers (US) 82.5. 105.0. I B7.5 



'S 

number 

126,500 

The record amount, in 
dollars, paid at 
auction yesterday for 
the ball that Babe 
Ruth hit for his first 
home run 75 years ■ 
flgo. The previous 
record urns $93,500. 














Carling’s weird attempt at method acting 


THEIDEA.o{JohnInverdaIeas the 

Jeremy Paxznan is 
sughtly laughable, though a couple 

Tf* ag0 011 MeCoist dnd 

MacAiday OBBCl) he was asked 


questions, at which point Sso£ 
wrrer fluttered at the screen. 
But he obviously took the notion on 
board, and he’s hardened up his act 
for toe new scries of On Side CBBCl 

Monday), though they're still deli£ 
ered in a woolly-jumper kind of way 
A journalistic colleague, Ian 
Stamrd, recently went three rouxufe 
with the boxer; Roy Jones, for the 
purposes of a book- the hmafic-but 
Inverdale went one better; risking 
the wrath of Jenny Pi tman with a 

1 - 1 ? - A _ C • 1 J • m m 



CHRIS 

MAUME 


SPORT 
ON TV 


in the course of an otherwise gpniai 
interview. “BeJHgerenT and “ob- 
noxious” were among the epithe ts 

he applied, without receiving one of 

her famo us punches in the month , 
One question was a double- 
edged classic: had being “bloody- 
ramd ed" h elped herin her struggle 
with cancer? “I prefer to call 
it determination,” she demurred. 


No doubt with his recent public 
pillorying in mind for being a ser- 
ial family-wrecker. Will Carting, 
Inverdaie’s lead-off guest, seemed 
to be expecting a good kicking by 
way of retribution. He would clear- 
ly have preferred to be covered all 
over in butterfly kisses by the likes 
of Mar tin much in the man- 

ner of his late alleged chum. 
Princess Diana, rather than subject 
himself even to a gentle buffeting 
tom “Gestapo" Inverdale. The 

suspicion grew, though, that if be 
looked uncomfortable, it was a 
fine example of chat-show method 
acting. 

Carting’s discomfort, it soon be- 
camebhmfoigjy obvious, was a put- 
up job. Inverdale’s first fastball 
promised much: “So hero to zero?” 


But he probably hadn't reclamed on 
drowning in apodl of crocodile tears. 
The Diana-Bashir love-in provided 
inspirati onal horizons: Carting had 
all the moves - the voice low almost 
beyond the range of h uman senso- 
ry capability with a graft throaty un- 
dertow to suggest vulnerabflty and 
emotional scars. Walking out on his 
family was tough fbr him too, be said. 
And he’d been stitched up by the 
media (It’s always the media's fault, 

eves Ar those whose own hoids are 

filthy with moolah). 

“Pm not arrogant, rm not self- 
ish,” he said. “Tm sty. I don't work 
a room tike a politician, I stand in 
the comer” So did former col- 
leagues’ comments sadden him ? 
“Everything saddens me,” he 
replied, his eyes downcast his brow 


furrowed. Huh. As Denis Leary 
put it in his No Cure For Cancer 
show, “Life sucks. Get a helmet” 
Hie point about Carling's appear- 
ance on the programme was not 
that he has somehow to answer pub- 
licly for walking out on his famil y 
That’s his and their business. But 
he must have seen it as some kind 
of step towards rehabilitation in the 
p ub l ic mind (and the public purse?), 
a tittle tike Hugh Grant’s post-fellatio 
interviews JayLeoo. And Carling 
played the victim to the end. As the 
audience applauded, he looked 
grimly down at the studto floor: res- 
olute in his determination not to 
smile. He might have thought that 
perhaps there were a few “aahs" 
being aah-ed up and down the coun- 
try. In truth, it just looked a bit ward. 


The first of the returning They 
Think It’s All Over iBBCl. Thurs- 
day) must have been recorded be- 
fore the Carting interview was 
shown. If they had seen it they would 
hare ripped him to shreds. They 
were back in all their laddish glory 
(wito Alan Davies standing in for the 
resting Lee Hirst), only Franck 
Lebeouf carrying himself exactly 
like a man who's recently addressed 
the Oxford Union, adrift amid the 
Men Behaving Badly Jagerspeak, all 
the knobs-and-shagging jokes, a do 
wish Lebeouf would remove the un- 
necessary and upsetting facial hair 
skulking beneath his lower lip, in* 
ddentally. It looks less Cte whiskers 
and more like a collection of small 
boDs. If it is, in fact a collection of 
small boils, my apologies and a rec- 


ommendation that he consults a 
dermatologist) 

The coarseness on TTLAO was 
mostly funny, sometimes just grat- 
ing. And, of course, there was a for- 
eigner on so there was all that 
humorous mock-xenophobia to get 
in. Lebeouf took it in good heart, 
though at one point he did crack 
slightly. Rory McGrath had a 
strange joke going about the French 
not having words for certain objects, 
such as the baguette. “But we do 
have a word for 'stupid,'” he said, 
his eyes flashing. He had a nice 
reply for every* outrageous slur, 
every remark about his accent or 
his command of the language. **1 
drat care,” he repeated, every time 
to applause. “I won the World Cup.” 
And there really is no answer to that 
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Dominic Cork, the England bowler; successfully appeals fin* the wicket of Queensland’s Paul Jackson on the first day of the tour match at Cazaly*s Oval in Cairns yesterday 


Allsport 


Fielding flaw hinders England 


IN CONDITIONS that initially 
helped the bowlers but rarely 
dipped below the sauna side erf 
comfortable, England enjoyeda 
satisfying first day against 
Queensland in Cairns. With the 
hafRman having been the sav- 
ing grace in Adelaide, it was the 
bowlers 1 job to show that at least 

some, if not all, the lessons of 
paying in Australia had sunk in. 

The pitch, slow and damp 
after four inches of rain had fall- 
en in the preceding 48 hours, 
was a good deal closer to the 
playing strips found in Eng l an d 
than the usual pitches Down 
Under; although the stifling 
wet heat was a new condition, 
and there was occasional 
movement off the seam. 

Even so, the creditable com- 
fortably outweighed the sbodcfr 
though a missed chance to dis- 
miss Ian Healy, when the bats- 
man was on seven, illustrated 
that such misses remain a lux- 
ury that this particular bowling 
attack - which is more sound 


BY DEREK PRINGLE 
in Cairns 

Queensland 193-8 
v England 

than spectacular- can 31-aflbnL 
Ashe so often does for Austrafia, 
Healy went on to make a 
nuggety half-century; before 
eventually holing out to Robert 
Croft in the deep. 

Giving the ball some air, 
Croft took two further wickets, 
ones smart return catch off his 
own bowling. EGs success, if not 
conclusive proof of inclusion 
next week, will at least give 
those touting the seven bats- 
men, four seam-bowlers theo- 
ry for the Test something to 
think about like an rumours, 
this one bus snowballed to the 
point where everyone but the 
players have taken it as read. 

If there is a serious consid- 
eration towards an all-seam 


attack at the Gabba next Friday 
D ommie Cork may not make 
the final quartet Although he 
was the unlucky bowler who 
had Healy dropped after he 
edged a slash to Alec Stewart, 
Cork’s bowling lacked both 
spark and direction. 

The main problem with Cork 
is that his round-arm action 
only consistently tests bats- 
men when the ball swings. So 
far, the Kookaburra halls have 
not done so, which has caused 
the bowler problems. As a rule, 
Cork likes to get in close to the 
stumps, but without outswing 
he has not been aide to exploit 
the so-called channel of un- 
certainty just outside the bats- 
man’s off-stamp. 

Instead, Cork's line ends up 
eithertro straight- most of the 
runs scored off him here have 
come on the on-side - or too 
wide of off-stump to trouble all 
but the most impatient hot- 
head. The ribvious remedy is for 
him to rediscover his swing, 


though be could change his 
angle by bowling from wider on 
the return crease. 

England began this last 
competitive outing before the 
first Test by winning what 
looted an important toss. Open- 
ing the bowling, Darren Gough 
took 25 minutes to complete the 
first over of the day in front of 
a 2^)00-strrag arowd with an av- 
erage age of 12. 

st riking the opening bats- 
man Matthew Hayden a painful 
blow ra the gloves with his sec- 
ond ball - it actually broke his 
middle finger - Gough then 
lost his footing on the damp 
crease as he delivered his fifth 
bati. Unhappy Gough request- 
ed some sawdust a quick 
search, and despite the groimd 
beingjust 10 miles from a major 
logging area, none could be 
found At that point with Hay- 
den derating to retire hurt, the 
umpires led the teams off until 
some sawdust was l oca t ed 
If it tooka few overs after the 


restart fra Gough to forget his 
tumble, be was again the pick 
of the bowlers on display. Con- 
centrating on a full length, he 
soon had a scalp, the left-hand- 
ed Jimmy Maher edging a for- 
ward push to Croft at first slip. 

Stuart Law; who will be back 
for another En glish season as 
Essex’s overseas player, fol- 
lowed next, the victim of his 
own extravagance as he top- 
edged a pull-shot off Dean 
Headley. Soon after; Gough 
nipped in with his second wick- 
et when he had Martin Love 
caught by John Crawley at 
short mid- wicket 

At that stage, Queensland 
were essentially 61 for 4, Hay- 
den's broken finger having 
ruled him out for the remain- 
der of the match. With a slow 
outfield, as well as a sluggish 
pitch to contend with, attempts 
to rectify matters were always 
going to be painstaking ly slow. 
Andrew Symonds, a dashing 
player when at Gloucester- 


shire, had ground himself to a 
standstill when Alan MuDalfy 
bowling from the City End, 
forced him to drag an at- 
tempted pull-shot on to his 
stumps. 

In fact, apart from Healy, 
who batted with his usual 
insouciance, onfy Geoff Fbfey a 
former opening batsman, 
played with any freedom. Cut- 
ting the faster bowlers cleanly; 
ftdey a tall Ieft-handec also 
lofted Croft for several fours and 
a six. Even so, these exertions 
were toe exception rather than 
the rule and his half-centuiy still 
took the best part of three hours. 

Cazafy’s Oval, primarily on 
Australian Rules venue, does 
not see much competitive crick- 
et and what was on show rarefy 
quickened the pulse. Yet Eng- 
land, for perhaps the first time 
on torn; stuck to their task and 
out-percentaged their oppo- 
nents. With sweat leaking from 
every pore, it was not as easy 
as it sounded. 


Fnl Ctfl 0 .' tcur 

QUEENSLAND - First Innings 

M L Hayden nt hurt .0 

} P Maher c Croft b Gough 3 

M l Lone c Crawley t> Gough -29 

S G Law c Ramprahosh b Headley 10 

A Symonds b MullaHy J2 

G I Foley nor our 6A 

I A Heaiy*t c Rampokash b Croft 57 

A ) Blehel c and b Croft 2 

AC Dole b Croft .. 4 

P W Jackson ibw Corfc 0 

M S Kdsprmrit? rot our 0 

Extras [to-2 wO nb-9) 12 

Ibcal (for 8, 83 mror*) -193 

Ml of wickers 1-9 2-36 3-61 4-69 
5-159 6-180 7-184 8-185 
Bow Reg: Gough 16-4-37-2 (nb-2): Cork 
15-1-25-1: Headley 15-7-33-1 inbO):Mid- 
laBy 17-3-60-1 (w -1 nb-5); 6oft 22-5- 
56-3: Ramprakash 1-1 -0-0 
Umpires: A J McQuillan and 5 J lausel 

■ Shane TOarne’s tong-awaited 
comeback to first-class cricket 
was delayed yesterday because 
of rain. The Australian leg- 
spumec who had surgery oo his 
shoulder in May was due to re- 
turn for Victoria in their 
Sheffield Shield match against 
Western Australia at the WACA 
in Perth, but the opening 
day’s play of the four-day match 
was abandoned without a ball 
being bowled because of heavy 
showers. 


Barlow 
targets 
S Africa 
batsmen 


BY TELFORD VICE 
in Durban 

South AFRICA plan to cor- 
rect the impression that they 
are primarily one-day special- 
ists in their historic first series 
against West Indies. 

“The bottom tine in Test 
cricket is getting enough runs 
and taking 20 wickets, and at 
the moment we are simply not 
getting enough runs," said 
South Africa's convenor of se- 
lectors, Peter Pollock Toward 
that end. a group of South 
African batsmen, including 
those likely to feature in the 
team selected fra the first of five 
Test matches, in Johannes- 
burg from 26 November, are 
spending two days in Bloem- 
fontein in the experienced 
hands of Eddie Barlow. 

Barlow played 30 Tests for 
South Africa in the 1960s as an 
all-rounder who opened the 
batting, and he is now one of the 
most respected coaches in the 
country. Since the 1996 World 
Cup there has been no better 
limited overs team in toe world 
than South Africa, but losing the 
Test series in England this' 
year was a Mow for toe captain. 
Hansie Cronje, and the coach, 
Bob Woolmer 

Similarly, South Africa’s fail- 
ure to take a series off Australia 
since their readmission to world 
cricket in 1991 is a source of na- 
tional discomfort Howevec Pil- 
lock is confident that toe teams 
be selects fra toe series against 
toe West Indians can succeed 
without departing from the ac- 
cepted South African way of 
cricket 

“It's all about applying fulh- 
what the world may regard as 
limited resources," he said. 

Superb fitness, committed 
fielding and disciplined bowling 
are the familiar aspects of 
South Africa’s play. 

Sorting out the batting will 
entail, in part finding an open- 
ing partner for Gary Kirsten, al- 
though Adam Bacher seems to 
have reclaimed his place with 
a century and two half-cen- 
turies in toe first two rounds of 
the domestic first-class com- 
petition, and helping Kirsten 
over a finger injury and a form 
trough. Jacques Kallis. DaryO 
Cullman and Cronje all played 
key roles in South Africa win- 
ning a limited overs tourna- 
ment in Bangladesh earlier 
this month, and their continued 
good form in South Africa's 
top and middle order will be 
cnidal. 

Influencing Pollock. Cronje 
and Woolmer will be a nation 
which demands victory, re- 
gardless of the opposition. 

As Pollock put it “The guys 
know they’re picked to win. 
and toe public wants nothing 
less.” 


Nature has a way of dealing with people who lack respect 
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HAD THE rive* not separated us, I 
might just have skinned a man. 
There he was, on a gravel beach, 
dragging a netted fish out of the 
water because he was too lazy to 

. ii - 1 abMA 


walk tne two ieecm leeway 

and deal with the fish there. ™n 
he chatted a bit to his friend ^iDc 
the fish flapped about Surely I 

. ■ wii rtiic nnnr 



nn-serdueu. - — -- - , 

Eventually, with a diy hand, Je 
picked up the fish, unhooked him 
and threw him back in- 

Fishing is a sport but all sport 

should be fair. Fish really ran jje 
hooked and played m with toe 
minimum amount of stress c ause d 
to them. First you should always 
play fish in firmly. This is to avoid 
exhausting them so much that as 


ANNALISA 

BARBIERI 

ON FISHING 

soon as you release them they go 
belly up. But not so firmly that toe 
fish wffl break you and spend toe 
rest of his life with a hook and a 


length of nylon hanging out of his 
month. Sadly, this does happen, 
even with toe best intentions. A 
fish should be netted when he 
starts to turn, too soon and he will 
thrash about too much and hurt 
himself- Too late and he win be 
knackered, perhaps beyond re- 
demption. 

Ifymi dnft intend to keep the fish 
then whenever possible the fish 
should not leave toe water (nor be 
netted) to be unhooked and re- 
leased- The easiest way to do this 
is to run your hand down the leaflet; 
to the hook and then upturn the 

book SO that Bah ran ahalra ifaealf 

free. That way you draft even need 
to touch him, save fra perhaps the 
slightest brush. But, if even that is 
too much, or you are nervous of 


being able to get the hook out; 
there are special bits of equipment 
on the market (such as the 
Ketchum Release) that help you get 
a hook out These slide down toe 
line and puto the hook out with sup- 
posed ease. 

But of course, there are times 
when one has to h«mrflp a fish and 
then you absolutely must wet and 
coolyour hand first so dip it into the 
water: 

Tbuching a fish with a dry hand 
is one of the cruellest things you can 
do because they have a protective 
slime that covers their body and a 
hot, thy hand rips slime which in 
turn allows bacteria and fungi in. 
Not nice. U toe hook is deeply 
lodged, ra difficult to retrieve, then 
use forceps, which should be a 


basic part of any fisherman’s ML 

Fish that are to be returned but 
have been taken out of toe water 
may need to be nursed as you put 
than back in. And the longer they 
have been out of the water; the 
kmgeryouTl need to mirse them. To 
do this you support the fish in the 
water by putting a hand under its 
belly. Thai you slowly move him 
backand fbrto, until he gets his wind 
back; you'll see his little gills pump- 
ingaway and when he’s ready bell 
swim off One beginner I once saw, 
having netted the fish, jammed his 
finger in the gQl to give him lever- 
age whilst he tried to get the hook 
out (yes I (fid step in). That fish took 
ten minutes of nursing to be OK 

lignin 

If you do intend to keepyour fish 


then please kill him as soon as pos- 
sible with a swift blow to the head. 
Unhook him qfter he’s dead. Do 
make sure he is property dead be- 
fore yraUyhm rat m splendour on 
toe bank, you can tell because his 
pupils will be in the centre of toe 
eye, a live fish’s pupils will point 
downwards. 

But nature has a funny way of 
dealing with people that show lit- 
tle respect. On a recent trip 
salmon fishing, I had toe great mis- 
fortune of being with a group of 
men who should not have been al- 
lowed near any fish, let alone the 
mighty (and endangered) salmon. 
On the whole, I have found most 
fishermen to be very respectful of 
the fish and the laws of the river. 
They will release a hen fish to 


cany on upstream and spawn and 
they know that all kelt fish (salmon 
that have spawned and distin- 
guishable by their red colouring) 
roust be returned to allow them to 
continue their journey back to 
sea. 

But back to this fishing trip. “I 
don't care if it’s a hen fish or what 
colour it is, if it*s my first salmon. 
Tm bashing it on toe head," was a 
common refrain. On the first day the 
nveryielded none of her fish and the 
heavens rained down on us. That 
night the river rose six feet flood- 
ing the banks so that no one could 
get near her - literalfy throwing us 
off the river. Nature had intervened 
and I could not help but smile. Per- 
haps nra^ the salmon could get safe- 
ly home. 
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The Sweeper 


BY CLIVE WHITE AND NICK HARRIS 



J-League target 


AS YOU WERE 


for Villa’s Gregory 


<■*»' just when we were all 

| ^.\ thinking that John Gre- 
fwJ gory was deliberately 
striking a blow for Eng- 
land during these pro- 
foreigner days of the Premiership 
by picking a team made up exclu- 
sively of Englishmen, another rea- 
son for the Aston Villa manager’s 
selection policy has revealed itself 
- he’s a uniformity fineak. 

The sense of harmony that runs 
through John Gregory's team also 
runs through his family- everyone 
in it has the same initials. His dad, 
Jack Gregory, a former West Ham 
and Scunthorpe player; started it 
when he married his mother; Jean. 
His sisters are called Jeanette and 
Janice. And John Gregory’s own 
children? Joe, Jason and the twins 
Jenny and Jimmy 

As a boy John Charles Gregory - 
he was named after the Welsh 
legend - supported Tottenham Hot- 
spur where it goes without saying 
that his hero was Jimmy Greaves. 
Oh yes, and his first job in manage- 
ment -an unfortunate experience at 
Portsmouth - was under the chair- 
manship of the late Jim Gregory. 


Now is perhaps not the time to 
point out that Chelsea EaothaD 
Club - with their astronomical tick- 
et pricing policy alone - have long 
Shown a similar itiariajn for their 
own fans, so there is little hope of 
them backing down unless forced. 

“We’re not talking about just one 
plant but a whole w3dfi£e habitat,” 
said Guest, explaining why it is not 
possibly simply to move the group 
of endangered species to another 
home. 

“The question is where can you 
transfer it to? There’s nowhere to 
put it and it would be lost” 

Perhaps someone should ex- 
plain to Bates that although vari- 
eties such as Laudrupus 
Homesickus can be imported, up- 
rooted and shipped out again with- 
in months, the same is not so true 
of other fragile or ganisms . 


which included Stanley Matthews, 
that at half-time he clambered over 
the terracing, removed his wooden 
leg and planted it in the pitch, as if 
to say. “Hey with this one, you 
couldn't do any worse with it” 


Ode to Crystal PaJaceS 
tasty Italian (fish 


WHILE CHELSEAS pref- 
erence for exotic fbr- 
eign delights is well 
known, chairman Ken 
Bates obviously holds 
rare, beautiful and 
^ home grown specimens 
’h in lower regard. Why 
else would he want to 
concrete over the habi- 
tat of the Doctylorchis 
Puchsii, Ueft) which, despite its Eng- 
lish name - Common Spotted Or- 
chid - is actually rather rare? 

Part of Bates development plans 
for Chelsea include building a foot- 
way from Chelsea Village to West 
Brampton tube station, along a 
route designated as being of high 
importance for wildlife in Ham- 
mersmith and Blilham. 

According the London Wildlife 
'frusti should the path be built, “the 
loss of this site will seriously dam- 
age the nature conservation value 
of this part of London, an area that 
is already impoverished for wildlife.” 

Spokesman Pete Guest who said 
the 'Bust intend to oppose planning 
permission for the path, added: “We 
find it astonishing that the only sig- 
nificant natural habitat in the locaHy 
is regarded with such disdain by 
Chelsea Football Chib.” 


Just one Lombardo, 
Give tdm to me, 

The greatest player 
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® PREVIOUS HISTORY of 
physical confrontations 
involving the referee 
Paul Alcock continue to 
surface. Carrying on from 
the Paolo Di Canio, Frank Sinclair 
and Wayne Biggins experiences is 
one involving Stewart Houston, Ar- 
senal’s former assistant manager 
In a wifltnh at Highbury during 
Houston’s time there, Paul Alcock 
again found hiragotf on the receiv- 
ing end even though be was only the 

fourth official G raham WVH teas th*» 
referee and had contro v ers i ally de- 
nied Arsenal a penalty when at the 

game ’s m nrhisinn AlfolK!frrP* li r Oe ri 
to the officials * dressing-room com- 
plaining that be h»d ha^n assault- 
ed by Houston, whom, apparently, 
had said he had “kneed me up the 
arse.” Houston, who denied the as- 
sault, was nevertheless forced to 
write a letter of apology over the in- 
cident to the Football Association. 



m don't care;* * •' ' \'- 

: got Lo mba r do . 
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® NOW WE know where 
Lee Hughes, the coun- 
try's leading goal-scor- 
er; gets his cheek from 
in front of goal. It comes 
from a long hne of die-hard Baggies 
farm not the least of which is his 
grandfather Albert, who, according 
to the Birmingham Evening Mod 
aoated something of a stir himself 
once on The Hawthorns pitch- Gin- 
ger-baked, just like his grandson, Al- 
bert lost half a leg when he stepped 
on a land mine during the Second 
World War while fighting with the . 
Black Whtch in Italy. The story 
goes that shortly after the wan 
white watching an international be- 
tween England and Whies at the 
Hawthorns, he became so appalled 
with the efforts of the home team. 


. THE SIGHT of the refer- 

i X A ee waiting for the OK 
T~W\J from the man from Sky 
before he can blow the 
whistle for the start of a 
televised game is, sadly an all too 
familiar sight at football grounds 
nowadays. But in the light of the 
satellite company's proposed 
takeover of Manchester United it 
struck one as particularly incon- 
gruous last Tuesday when the ref- 
eree had to waft for permission, as 
usual, to start Liverpool’s televised 
Worthington Cup tie against Tot- 
tenham Hotspur So that’s what it 
has crane down to - Manchester 
United telling Liverpool when they 

can kick off a match at AnfioM 





» v# ■ /». f!<v,i 

•7 







H *j***\ 


KENNETH MATHESON DALGLISH started bis professional career as a 16-year-old in 1967, 
moving to Iivrapoolm 1977. From the late Seventies (main picture) onwards, the young Scot was 
an integral part of the R e d s side that dominated En glish football Management came and went, 
and he has now (inset) broadened Us horizons to ownership, as a co-bid for Celtic this week showed. 


The price is right 


© MANCHESTER CITY 
fans have been eq ey- 
ing a little humour at 
the expense of their 
former misfit-now-reject 
Lee Bradbury following his trans- 
fer to Crystal Palace. The joke goes 
something lib* thin* Why is Lee 
Bradbury the only player in English 
football with two silent Ks in Us sur- 
name? Answer Because he was 
bought for £3 .5m from Portsmouth 
and sold for £L5m. Bad bqy Gedcfit? 


® THE SWEEPER is not 
a bad loser Roberto 
Carlos Sosa, Andy 
Booth, and the entire 
Liverpool defence: 
bastards the lot of you. But 
enough of last week’s tragedies. 
. Roma Iooktoe banker bet of the 
season to beat the injury-plagued 
Joventus at the Olympic Stadium 
tomorrow. The superb Marco 
Delveccbio can score first in 
what could be a 2-1 win. 


SWEEPER'S GILT-EDGED SECURITIES 


■SATURDAY LEBERO WAGERS 

(10 x50p trebles wsh Stanley): Chariton to 
dm with Mdcfiesbrough (9-4); Liverpool 
CD dm with Leeds (12-5]; Manchester 
United to beat Blackburn (2-5); H— oi 
lie id beat Sheffield Wednesday (8-1 3): West 
Han do draw with tefoester (12-5). 
Aisarirfcttenham 
Score: 1-1 & 2-2 (50p at 11-2, generally 
6 50p at 14-1. generally). 

H ew cas H e e Sheffield W ednesda y 
Fist goat Alai Shearer (£1 at92.lWamW]. 


■SUNDAY SKY MATCH 
Coventry * Everson 

Score: 1-1 (El at 1 1-2. generally). 

Hrst goat Dnocan Fergnsoo (El ar 13-2. 
WHBamttll). 


■ MONDAY SKY MATCH 
N ottingham Forest v Derby 
Scorer 1-1 (£1 at 1 1-2 generally]. 

Fbst goat Pierre ltaHoqtdn* (El at 11-2 
Stanley). 


■ SUNDAY OtmUAN JOB . 

Roma vjmmotos 

Restdc Roma to aria (£5 at 8-5, Stanley). 
Score: 2-1 (ET at 9-1 William Hill 6 
Stanley). 

first goal: Marco DeheaMo (£1 at 6-1, 
WnXam HOT). 


ORIGINAL BANK: £100. 


CURRENT Wm £ 10168 ! 


TODArs BETS: £19.62 (Indutflg £L62 
tax paid on). 


ON THE BOARD 



Name: Theo Paphitis. 

Position: Chairman, MIQwaQ 
Fbotball Chib. 

Form: Knickers, among 
other things. Paphitis has a 
trade record m turning round 
struggling companies in- 
cluding Bymans, the sta- 
tionary chain, and La Senza 
and Contessa. the lingerie 
firms. 

Big ideas: Has presided over a shake-up at toe New 
Den that has included the sponsorship deal with 
LIVE TV that saw his players run out with “The 
Weather In Norwegian*’ across their chests. Some 
other prudent fi n a ncial management and cost-cut- 
ting has streamlined the company into a more ef- 
ficient business but other problrans remain, notably 
the spectre of hooliganism. After the riot following 
the match with Manchester City earlier in the sea- 
son, Paphitis commented: “If a handful of young- 
sters going on the pitch intimidate Joe Royie’s 
players, they should go back to kindergarten.” Not 
perhaps, the most tactful of statements after a pitch 
invasion, and illustrative perhaps of how much work 
there is still to do. Whether Paphitis will quit while 
ahead or stick to his task remains to be seen. 


MY TEAM 



ALISON KING 


Liverpool 


Actress in Sky’s Dream Team, otherwise 
known as the chairman’s wife, Lynda Block 
“My older brother supported Liverpool as I grew 
up. In those days I was a girlie girl who didn't un- 
derstand football bat I got my boyfriend to explain 
it all to me. I went to the Arsenal game earlier this 
season and I met Shaggy and some of the other play- 
ers and was weD star-struck. I’ve met actors and 
famous people like that but I’ve never been start 
struck tike that meeting Macca, and the kid Owen 
and David James. No one seems to like James but 
I do. My favourite fan to be MnManaman and tile 
work he does with his little legs.” 


IN T’NET 


FOuihI on the Web: A variety of reasons why Man- 
chester United fans do not want their dob to be 
sold to BSkyB. 

The web site of the Independent Manchester 
United Supporters’ Association carries not only 
news articles and updates cm the campaign to stop 
tiie takeover, but a library of material citing rea- 
sons it feels make Rupert Murdoch an inappropriate 
patron for their dub. Not to be outdone in the com- 
mercial opportunity stakes by the Digger; IMUSA 
also give you the chance to buy T-shirts in a vari- 
ety of sizes and colours. 
bttp:lfvnowAxmisajir^Ub^ 


THEY’RE NOT ALL 

Dennis Bergkamp 


Seen but not 

BOUGHT 


HAND-PAINTED personalised football Gnomes. 
Widely advertised ™ football magazines and small 
ads columns, the Gnomes can be bought with an 
extraordinary range of hair colours and with myr- 
iad facial hair arrangements, not to mention the 
team colours of any side in the world at aiL Hand 
cast from cement, the Gnomes are 10.5m tall and 
are tastefully mounted on afett base. At just £29.99 
each, who could possibly hesitate before phoning 
and ordering? A sane person, perhaps? 


Unsung foreign 
legionnaires No it 
GEORGE BULCSAR: The Australian 
midfielder joined QPR from Brad- 
ford in March last year on a three 
year contract in a deal that will 
be worth up to £250,000 de- 
pending on appearances. The 
6ft 2in 31-year-old was born in 
Budapest, Hungary, but bis 
family emigrated to Australia 
when he was six Knlcsar played ju 
nior and semi-professional football 
in the Antipodes for several years 
before making a big move in 1992 to 
Antwerp in Belgium, where he re- 
mained until moving to ’Vbrkshire in 
1997. “Rangers have a squad fuD of 
quality players and hopefully it is 
just a case of finding the right 
blend,” he said somewhat optimist! 
cafly upon his arrival in West Lon- 
don. Has been capped on several 
occasions by his country, another 
side full of quality players- 



Burchill can fire Celtic 


CELTIC GO into the match 
with St Johnstone today at 
McDiarmid Park with events off 
the pitch still dominating their 
timetable. 

Supporters believe that a 
takeover consortium, which in- 
cludes their former player 
Kenny Dalglish and the Simple 
Minds singer Jim Kerr; would 
amount to a dream team - and 
are now looking for the side to 
shape up. 

Fallowing the departure of 
Jock Brown as general man- 
ager last Saturday, Celtic 
chalked up a 6-1 victory ova* 
Dundee. Jozef Venglos's side 
should now record successive 
victories with the Saints short 
on confidence after the 7-0 de- 
molition by Rangers last week. 

Mark BurchfllwDl probably 
be in the line-up after marking 
his first start frith two goals. 

The 18-year-old striker’s 


SCOTTISH 

PREVIEW 


agent, Blair Morgan, is cur- 
rently in talks with the finance 
director Eric Riley, and at the 
moment all the signs point to 
the player remaining at Park- 
head 

Andy McConcGchie will stay 
in goal as Jonathan Gould and 
Stewart Kerr are both injured 

Celtic are set to ease tbeir 
goalkeeping crisis by snapping 
up Blackpool's Steve Banks. 
’ They have already made an ap- 
proach for the 26-year-old and 
are poised to make a £500,000 tad 

Russell Anderson is deter- 
mined to burst Rangers' bubble 
at Ibrox and prove that Ab- 
erdeen are on the mend after 
the dub ended a dismal run of 
12 games without a win by de- 
feating Dunfermline 2-1 last 
weekend That victory lifted 


their spirits and the Scotland 
Under-Si defender Anderson 
hopes they can carry on the 
good work against the league 
leaders. He said* “You always 
get a difficult match at fintzs, 
but we can now approach it with 
confidence and hopefully come 
away with a good result” 

The unsettled Craig Hignett 
is expected to retain his place 
in midfield for Aberdeen. It has 
been reported that the club 
would be willing to give him four 
days off a week so he can visit 
his children in Warrin g ton 
Hearts, who returned to win- 
ning ways at the weekend trav- 
el to Motherwell while Dundee 
entertain KUmamock in the 
day’s other games. 

Dunfermline face Dundee 
United on Sunday, anxious to 
escape the foot ofthe table after 
only one Premia' League vic- 
tory this season. 


Injury-hit Juve’s 
tough Roma trip 


FA CARLING P R E IVI I E R S H I P 
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5 -garee form 

F A Aaismoffk Upcoming matches 


ROMA, WHO boast a 100 per 
cent record so far this season, 
entertain Juventus in SerieA 
at the Olympic Stadium to- 
morrow, extended highlights 
of which will be screened on 
Channel 4 tomorrow afternoon. 

Roma’s four home inns out 
of four indude an amazing, 
nine-man, 2-1 victory over 
norentina, the Italian league 
leaders, and an emph atic 4-0 
victory over Udinese, who 
snatched a late equaliser to de- 
prive Juventus of all three 
points in Udine last week. The 
excellent Marco Delvecchio, 
whose goal knocked Leeds out 
of the Uefa Cup, and Francesco 
Tbtti will tead the line for Roma. 

Juventus are in poor shape. 
They wifi also be without the 
striks- Alessandro Del Piero, out 


ITALIAN 

PREVIEW 


by Ian Davies 


with knee ligament damage, the 

pla ymflkprZjrvvlTrip Tirianp 'Whn 

limped off after 20 minutes on 
W e dn esd ay in Jnventns' Italian 
Cup draw at Ifenezia, the mid- 
fieider Didier Descfaamps ami 
Nicola Amoruso. Juve may be 
tHedtorepeatWednesdsy’sex- 
periment of using the deciders 
Giro Ferrara and Igor Ttidor in 
attack. They will also be without 
Marcello Lippi, their coach, who 
is banned from the touohlme fir 
yelling at the referee at the end 
of last Sunday’s game. 


intwTHsanaJevSsnptoria.fanTHv 


Empod v Caglart 
ftarravUdnese, 


Haoraa vHoremlna. Salernitan* v Perugia. 
Msnezla * uzto. Vicenza v BologTa, Tfc- 
uiii rrw oube Bari « MBan. 
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FA Cup first round: Rymans League amateurs prepare to reap rewards of playing at Deepdale 

Ford on 
drive to 


deflate 

Preston 


t IF DENNIS ELLIOTT, 

the manager of 
Fbrd United, was 
not already aware of 
the magnitude of 
his team’s achieve- 
ment in reaching the first round 
of the FA Cup, he became so at 
around five o’clock on Tuesday 
evening. "We went up to Pre- 
ston for their game against 
MSiwall and checked on the 
hotel where we’re staying on 
Friday night," he said, "making 
sure they've got no mini-bars 
and the players can't get alco- 
hol with room service, that sort 
of thing. 

“Preston invited us down to 
the ground before the match 
and showed us around. As soon 
^jas I walked on to the pitch, the 
* whole stadium just lit up. "You 
see the two pictures of Bfl) 


Jim Chapman: 30, goalkeeper, 
stockbroker, club chairman. 

Derry Bede 32. sweeper or centre- 
half. fire protection officer. 

Bon lMIBs: 22. central defender, 
works for Barking Council. 

Lee “Arthur" Fowler: 24. right- 
back. salesman (Conference expe- 
rience with Dagenham). 

Jay Deverewc 25. left-back, works 
for Barking Council (Conference 
experience with Dagenham). 

■tag Gardner: 32, midfield strong- 
man. captain, postman. 

Mark Lord: 30, midlield playmak- 
er. carpenter. 

Sbeve Monday: 31. midfield mae- 
y stro. window fitter. 
/"Dangerous" Dave Riley: 25. 
midfield dynamo, maintenance man. 
Geoff Wood: 34. striker (99 goals 
In past two seasons), civil servant. 
Lee “Poo" Parish: 28, striker, "does 
something mucky with concrete". 


BY ADAM SZBETER 

Shankfy and Tbm Finney on the 
seats and, er... Fm not a ner- 
vous person normally, Fm very 
laid back, but my knees start- 
ed to wobble a bit” 

Some of the gloss might 
have been knocked off the old- 
est Cup competition in the 
world in recent seasons, but 
nowhere will the reason for its 
enduring appeal be more ap- 
parent than at Deepdale today. 
Preston North End, winners in 
1889 and 1938, a gains t a team 
who just three years ago were 
at the very bottom of the non- 
League pyramid and in danger 
of dropping out of the Essex Se- 
nior League. 

Fbrd have taken a step up 
into the Rymans League since 
then but, put in perspective, 
today’s game is between a side 
from the third tier of English 
football and one from the ninth. 
Preston’s players are full-time 
professionals, Ford’s players 
are amateurs: their captain, 
Reg Gardner; is a postman; 

their chairman, .Tim Chapman, 
is also their goalkeeper: 

Although they still bear the 
name, and still play at the Fbrd 
Sports and Social Club ground 
near the car plant in Dagen- 
ham, it has been years smee the 
dub could offer jobs with the 
motor company as an induce- 
ment to prospective players. 
Their most famous recruit, Les 
Allen -father of Clive and later 
a member of Queen's Park 
Rangers’ 1967 League Cup- 
winning side - played in the 
team ttien known as Brigg 



Jimmy Chapman, Fbrd United's goalkeeper and chairman, is well qualified to handle the club's finances as a City stockbroker Peter Jay 


Sports that lost 2-i to Bishop 
Auckland in front of 54,000 at St 
James’ Park in the semi-finals 
of the 1954 Amateur Cup. 

Nowadays, despite an 
£80,000 handout from Ford for 
ground improvements, in order 
to stave off dosure the dub re- 
lies on the goodwill <rf sponsors 
that indude Sky thanks to the 
television company’s own spon- 
sorship deal for Monday night 
football with Ford. 

Only one of the current team 
is a Fbrd worker (Eddie Car- 
rick, sadly suspended along 
with Jimmy Prue for today's 
game), and even Chapman's ap- 
pointment has broken with the 
tradition of tiie chairman com- 
ing from within the ranks of the 
Fbrd payroll, a position held 
until recently ty John Rowe 


who first joined the dub as a 
player in 1959. 

Rowe, along with another 
longtime servant of the dub, 
George Adams, is chief execu- 
tive now while Chapman, a 39- 
year-old senior trader for 
stockbrokers Merrill Lynch, 
keeps goal and keeps an eye on 
tee cash flow. “Three years 
ago we had a good season but 
the money ran out with two or 
three months to go,” he said, ex- 
ptoirringhpwhehas become the 
first goalkeeper-chairman in 
the competition's history. 

“I said to Dennis, instead erf 
tee season falling apart and 
everyone going their separate 
ways I didn't mind stickmgafew 
quM in till the end of the season. 
The players appreciated it and 
it didn't cost me an awful Jot - 


to me it was a hobby and I just 
wanted to keep it going. 

1 stuck another few quid up 
at tee start of the next season, 
our first in the Rymans League, 
and then Dennis said he 
thought the way the dub was 
run should change and asked 
tfl would back him up. I said *of 
course’, and he rang me two or 
three days later and said, 
'You're chairman*. 

“All the people who were 
there before are stifl there and 
w «k re aDy hard for the dub, it’s 
just that teeyYe not in a per- 
sonal position to putaqy money 
into it I leave the chatting-to- 
the-ebainnanbit to George and 
John - Fd rather go and have 
a drink with tee players after a 
game But Fm concerned with 
finding wqys forme not to have 


to dip my hand in my pocket 
coming up with ideas and try- 
ing to make sure the chib, 
eventually, is self-sufficient 

“People like Sky are not 
going to sponsor us forever 
and I can put in as much money 
as I Eke but that’s not curing the 
problem. The money that 
comes in from this Cup run, we 
could easily smash it up and sqy 
to the piayers, ‘Well done, 
there’s a grand', but we’ve had 
a meeting and decided that we 
really do want to put it back into 
Fbrd United.’' 

As for as tee game itself is 
concerned. Chapman casts off 
tee suit and tie and dons his 
goalkeeping gloves: “We might 
be nervous, but we're not under 
any pressure,” he said. “Play- 
ing Lowestoft in tbelast round 


was massive pressure because 
you're playing a tram of simi- 
lar ability for the reward of a big 
day out And we did H, we han- 
dled the pressure really well 
Preston might whack us six or 
seven-nil, but no one expects us 
to get a result 
“It’s a big day for us and we 
fed privileged to go there - 
these opportunities are once in 
a lifetime for some people -but 
when it comes to five to three m 
just be trying to get the nerves 
out of my system. The respect 
wifl always be there but when 
it comes to the 90 minutes, our 
players won’t give Preston any 
more respect than if we were 
playing Clapton, or Dagenham 
and Redbridge. We want to get 
a result” Ami with ambition Eke 
that, who needs money? 


Argyle aware of Allner ’s giant-killing stock 






ONLY ONCE since they joined 
the new Third Division of tee 
IfootbaH League have Plymouth 
Argyle been knocked out of the 
FA Cup by a non-League chib. 
Twenty years ago tee Devon 
side, under tee flamboyant 
managership of Malcolm AHi- 
f> son, went down 2-0 after a woe- 
’ ful display at Worcester City. 

Today, in one of many first- 
round ties which could pro- 
duce an upset Argyle entertain 
another Worcestershire side, 
Kidderminster Harriers - 
whose manager, Graham An- 
nex; wore the No 11 shirt in that 
Worcester team which humhled 
Allison's men. 

Before embarking on his 


TODAY 

BA5KETBALL 
BUW O SER LEAGUE: Birmingham Btd- 
■ , lets v Derby Storm (7.0); Greater London 
jv, Leopards v Chester Jets (7.0) (orSouttojI 
Leisure and Tennis Centre): Leicester RJtf- 
V ere V London Towers. (7.30): Thames iW- 
ley Tigers v Milton Keynes Lions (8.0); 
Worthing Bears v Edinburgh Rocks (8.0). 

BOXING 

PROFESSIONAL PftOJH OTIOM 
WBO Intxr-ConUueittal Bgfcwrelghr o- 
tte (Grundy Par* Cent**, 

Chestnut); K LuesWng * N TTmrWn. 

CRICKET 

TOUR MATCH (Calms, second (toy of 
fear): Queensland v England. 
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FOOTBALL 

3.0 unless state# 

fA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

1 Arsenal v Tottenham - 

2 Charlton v Middlesbrough — - 

3 Chelsea v Wimbledon 

4 Liverpool u Leeds 

5 Manchester Utd v Blackburn .... — 

G Newcastle w Sheffield Wednesday — 
7 Southampton v Aston VIHa 

.8 West H*Tt w Leicester — 

?. NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEMMA 
FIRST DIVISION 

9 Barnsley v Ipswich ....... — 

10 Birmingham v Oxford 

11 Bolton vTranmere ••••••“ 

12 Bradford v Swindon - 

13 Crewe v OPR - 

14 Crystal Palace v Brtsrol City 

15 Grimsby v Portsmouth 

16 Norwich v Wolves - 

17 POTT Vale w Sunderland 

18 Sheffletd uid v Bury - 

19 Stockport v WBtford 

20 West Bromwich w Huddersfield 

AXARACUP 
FIRST ROUND 

- Basingstoke v Bournemouth — 

- BecHngton v Cokhester - — 

- Brentford vCamberiey — 

- Bristol Rowers v Welling — 

21 CartflfFv Chester - 

- Cheltenham « Lincoln Ci ty 

22 Darlington v Burnley -..*Fu«P 00 “ 

23 DutwnCh Hamlet * Southport - 

24 Enfield v tfork 

25 Hartlepool * Cortisre _ 

26 Hednesford v Barnet...-. 

- Kingston ion v Burton Albion 

27 Leyton Orient * Bnghton 

28 Macclesfield * SUwgfi - 

- Mansfield v Hayes 

- Northampton v Lancaster - 

29 Oldham v Gillingham 

30 Plymouth tf Kidderminster-....- 

- Preston v Ford Utd —*•••■ 

- Reartng v Stoke — 


BY RUPERT METCALF 

meritorious managerial career; 
Allner was a crafty forward 
with Stafford Rangers, 
Atvechurch and Worcester. “1 
remember the pre-match pub- 
Bcity prior to that Ftymoute tie,” 

he said this week. “Big Mai was 
causing a bit of a stir and our 
manager; Nobby Clark, who 
was a real character in his 
own right, responded by mak- 
ing aO sorts of boasts about 
what we would do to his side. 

“It wound them up, and we 
won it weH We had a good side, 
but I temk I got taken off that 
day, so I can’t have had teat 
good a gamer 


31 Runcorn v Stevenage 

- Rushden v Shrewsbury 

- Salisbury v Hull 

32 Scarborough v Rochdale 

33 Southend v Doncaster 

34 Swansea v MiltnaU TRostponed 

35 T*mwortti v Exeter 

36 Telford v Cambridge Urd ........ 

- Walsall v Gresley Rovers 

37 Wgan v Blackpool 

- Woking v Scunthorpe 

- Worcester v TbRjuay 

38 Wrexham v Peterborough ... — 

39 Wycombe v Chester field 

- Vtovflv west Auckland 

'SMMseaC^yMm^pla^ves^r- 
Ock Darlington * Stanley playing Tuesday 
at MdtOemvugti. 

SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

40 Dundee v Kilmarnock — ... — — — 

41 Motherwell v Hearts 

42 Rangers v Aberdeen — .... — ..... — 

43 St Johnstone v Celtic 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

44 Ayr v Oydebank 

45 Rdkirk v RaiCh.. 

46 Morton v Airdrie — 

47 Hamilton v Stranraer..™........... 

48 Hibernian v St Mirren - — 

SKOND division 

49 Artxoach v Livingston 

- Clyde* Alloa 

- East fife « Forfar — m™..™™ 

- Queen of the South u Inverness CT - 

- Stirling v Pamck This tie 

third division 

_ Albion Rovers * East Surfing 
_ Berwick * Cowdenbeath — — 

- Dumbarton v Brechin ; 

_ Mon erase vStenhousemuir — 

^ Rosfi County vOueehs Park 

football conference 

- Dower * Ketteri ng 

- Forest Green * Northwien.....— — - 

- Herelonl «r Famborough 

- Morecombe v Leek . — 

RYMAN LEAGUE Preiider Pfidrion: 


AHneris counterpart at Ply- 
mouth, Kevin Hodges, had 
made tee first of a chib-record 
530 league appearances for Ar- 
gyle a couple of months before 
teat Worcester tie. Although he 
did not play at St George’s 
Lane, he remembers the af- 
termath of the defeat “Every- 
body was so deflated," he said, 
“but that’s what makes the 
Cup so special. Anyone can 
turn their dreams into reality.” 

Allner has enjoyed many 
more cup celebrations since 
that day In charge at Kidder- 
minster since 1983, his team 
won the FA Trophy at Wsmbley 
four years later and they had a 
famous FA Cup run five seasons 


Ac cri ngton Stanley v Gainsborcu# 1 ; Bam- 
bar Bridge v Spennymoon Bishop Auck- 
Und v Alcrincham; Cbotley v Snfybridgc: 
FricWey v Gutedey; Hyde v CoJwyn Boy: 
Wlnsford v Bhdi Spartans: Worksop* Mo- 


v Spennymoon Bishop Auck- 
ncham; Choriey vStadybridge: 


ago. A 2-1 win at Birmingham 
City in the third round was fol- 
lowed by a 1-8 home victory over 
Preston and a brave l-fl defeat 
to West Ham in the fifth round. 

Hamers won the Conference 
that season, but woe denied a 
place in tee Football League be- 
cause they had too few seats. 
That has been rectified but, 
apart from second place in the 
league in 1997, the last fewyears 
have been relatively barren. 

“That ’94 side was at its 
peak,” Allner said. “The current 
tram has the potential to com- 
pare but they blow fa ot and add. 
We have a lot of new players. 
We’re an inconsistent side -bat 
so are Plymoidh and, if they have 


Meries; Mosstey v St Helens: Newcastle 
Town v CheacSe: Rossendale v GJossop 
North End: Salford v Atherton LR; 


Bidder v Gufseiey; Hyde v CoNryn Bay: Shelmersdale v Wdsgrove: Woritington 
WlnsfordvBhth Spartans: Worksop «M> Nantwkfi. LaagUB Cop Brat romfc Dak 
rine. Hnt DmMoa: Aifreton v Nether- Hffl v Colne. 


fldd; Ashton Utd v Belper. Congleton v 
RadcUITe Borough: Eastwood Town * 
Harrorace Tbwrurbndey Celtic v Droyb- 
den; Fftoon v Bradford rark Avenue: Gret- 
na v Madodc HueknaH v WNdey Bay: 
Lincoln Utd w Burscough; WItton Albion 
* TiaiTonl OaBange Cop Moood mod 
WNtby * Gateshead. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Plunder M*l- 
s ton: Cawley v Goucester: Halesowen 
Town « Merthyr 'MID: Hastings v Nun- 
eaton; Ilkeston v Bach Oty: Kothwetl * 
Bfomsgrom Weymouth v Kim's tam. 
Nddland DhrWon: BOston v StanJoiU 
Blocwlch * Newport (Gwent): Gnderfbrd 
v Moor Green: Oewedon v Bedwontc 
tfndUey Utd v Evesham; Paget Rangers 
v VS Rugby: Racing WsnMck v Sutton Cold- 
Held: Shepshed Dynamo v ReddlRfr. Soli- 
hull Borough v Wbbech: Stourbridge v 
BlakenaO; Weston-super-Mare w Stafford 
Rangers. Southern DMstoa: Andover* 
Erim 6 Bdvedere: Ashford v Havant SWa- 
terkxwliie: Baldock * St leonards; Bmek- 


boume; Dardord w Newport (loW): Fleet 
v Hsher Athletic Tbnbrldge v Folkestone 
bwicta: Vbte v Rounds. 

HMSTONLCAD RENT LEAGUE Pre- 
mier Dhfadon: Canterbury v Cray: 
Chatham * Sheppey; CrockenhUI * 
Loiriswood: Deal v Heme Bay. Fawreham 
* Erich Town; Greenwich Borou^i v TVn- 
bridge WettK Hythe * VCD Athletic 
Thamesmead * Ramsgate WtwswNe v 

Stedefteen, 

UHL5PORT UNITED COUNTIES 
l fMia rrrmlrr rThriri-Tm FTY-^T"* 
v iMwcton: Bourne * St Neots Suddng- 
ham v Eynesbury: Pord Sports v 5mtfddi 


ZS Borogtr - AM^C 

sssgS 

Barton Rovers: Grays Atifietic * Bootot 
r»pi— uiuhin v Leyton Pennant: LeaoWf- 
MwuSeaiei Maiden hod *Rom- 

SgSf. 'ggnSSlv Thame Barking v 

Hunger terd : 

SS&ell * Horsham: 

KT He me! 

E^ LJiiAS cheVMMvSCTiB^.Oap- 

UNIBOND LEA«® fremkee DhW®* 


Htflbeach w Kempsore Long Bud*y * Desr 
borough: PDtton v Spalding: Stewarts ft 
Lloyds Corby « Boston Town; VMey v 
weiBngborough. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
Hrst DMstHc Broadbridge Heath « 
Chichester East Preston vRlronen East- 
bourne Utd v Horsham VMCA: Hadsham 
v iMdc Lanaiey Sports * Littlehampton: 
Saltdaan * RedhUh S hm e han v Eastbourne 
Town Whlceftawk; v Port field. John 
O'Hara LctgM Cup third round.- 
Pngham * Burgess HBI. 

SOSWRX DIRECT LEAGUE Prnnrier 
Mirisfon: BadcweH * Odd Oown: Bristol 
Manor Farm v Brisling ton: Chippenham v 
Bridporc Keynshom * Bridgieater: Man- 
gocsflddvtehop Sutton: Pnulton Rowers 
w Bmore Tnunron v VtovR Tiverton * West- 
bury. Lea PfaUps Gg> flnt nundb Bide- 
fbrd v Caine Ilfracombe v Pewsey Vble 
Minehead v Mefluham. 

NORTH WESTERN TRAMS LEAGUE 
Hr« DtatalMK Bootle v Maine Road; 
cstfwroe * PreKM Cobles; Hotar Old Boys 
* Rarabotum; leek CSQB * Atherton Gol- 


Wamwtai. I nan Qy Hnt wnw Palsy 
HU v Colne. 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LXABU8 
CU>* S econ d romufc Armthorpe Welfare 
v GSasshoughton welfare Arnold v Ross- 
Ington Makv Buxton v Brigg: Ecdeshm v 
Ossett Town; Garforth v Uversedge: Tid- 
caster v Pickering; Louth vOssett Albion: 
Maltoy Main « Hall Road Rangers; Fbrk- 
pa» v North FcrriOy; SovHey MW v Thack- 
fey : Wlnterton Rangers v Selby. Yorkshire 
Amateur v tUOam. 

MTBUMK EXPRESS BUDLAND AL- 
LIANCE: BarweQvStowpoR Swifts; Bold- 
mere St MXhaeiS « RusftaH Olympic 
ChasecownvHalesowenHarriers;Knyper- 
5ley Victoria v Stratford: Oldbury v long's 
Norton: Rocesterv Pg si iore . Sandwell Bor- 
ough V IMUenhaB: 9iifnal v PWsail Villa: 
StapenhBvWeniAdandsAsBceWMnes- 
Hdd v Bridgnorth. 

JBM50N WESSEX LEAGUE: Bemerton 
Heath * Gosport; Brockenhwst v Newbury: 
Downmn vtbttnrr Rvrham v Otrisnhurds 
lymkimn ft New Milton v HamMe Mon- 
eyfleUB v East Cowes Vlcss Thatcham v 
Cowes Sports; Whitchurch v Portsmouth 
RN: Wknborae v Bournemouth. 
JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE PremUr 
IHubfolKBury'IbwnvSiidburyWander- 
ers; Ely v IMmhafn; Rakenham * Ipswich 
Vtonderens FefexstOwe v Lowestoft: Gor- 
leston v Hfeton; Harwich ft Barkeston w 
StowmarVeb Maidon v DeS; Sudbury Town 
v Soham; INbfbOys v Great \brmouth; Wjt- 
owyNcwmatkecWbodbridgev HNStead. 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Hnt EMubion: BJUIngharr Tbwn 
v South Shields; Chester- le-Strert v Tbur 
LaiwConsetrvCraoicDianBonFBvBiMig. 
ham SynttiontK Gubbarough w Easing ton: 
Jarrow v Stockton: Marsfcev Penrith; Mor- 
pertt v ShUdon: Newcastle Blue Star v Sea- 
ham Red Star. 

LEAGUE OF WALESt Bangor Oty v 
Aberystwyth (2 J0): Caernarfon wConnah's 
Quay Nomads (2.30): Conwy v Caersws 
p.30); HolyweU vCarmarrhen (2.30); In- 
ter Cable-w Cardiff v TNS Liansaniffraid 
(2.30); Newtown vAMn Lido (2.30); Rhyl 
» Barry p.30). 

PRESS ft JOURNAL HIGHLAND 

LEAGUE: aachnacuddn v Brora Rangers: 
Coue Rapgers v Ffeterheatfc 5g)ri Cty Wk* 
Academy: Forres Mechanics v Kedt: Hunt- 
hr * Deveronvale; Lossiemouth v Buckie 
Thiste Naim County v FortVAfam RKhes 
v Fraserburgh. 

SCOTTISH QUALIFYING CUP Final 
porth): WMtehfi I WeHare * CM Service 
Strollers (at Stenhomemulr FQ. 
SMIRNOFF BOSH LEAGUE Premier Di- 
wtston: CflrtonriHe * CrusaderE; Coleraine 
v UnfieU: Gientoran v Newry. Omagh v 
Glenevon: Portadown * Ballymena, first 
DtaUsn: Bangor vDungmion Swifts Obr 
tillcry w BaSyefire Comrades; Lame w Aifttt 
Umandy * Carrick Rangers. 


an ofMaj; we have a chance." 

Miner’s old dub, Worcester 
City are at home to another 
Devon outfit, Torquay United. 
City are hoping that their op- 
ponents are superstitious about 
tee “20-year fector”. In 1978 
monte lost at St George’s Lane 
- and in 195&59 Liverpool, teen 
in the Second Division, suf- 
fered the same fete in a third- 
round Cup tie. 

Many Nationwide League 
dubs were surprised to (Escover 
that the draw is no longer re- 
gumalised. Colchester United, 
who mate the long trek to 
Northumberland to tackle tee 
champions of the Northern 
League, BedHngton Tterriers, 


HOCKEY 

3.0 unless stated 

EHL Premier League: Beeson v Ted- 
dlngton (1 .30): Brookiands v Old Lougtito- 
niarts (1 .45); Cannock v Reading (T .0): East 
Crinuead vGiAdimd (2 A): Hounflewv Can- 
terbury (1.30]: Soathgwe v BournvUle 
BlrmJngtiam Unlv. (2.0). 

Bnt W Nsluu- Cnelmsford v Bromley 
(2.15): Doncaster * Hampstead ft West- 
minster (12.0); Harieston Magpies v Bar- 
ford Toers fl .30): Havant v Lougriboroufki 
Students (2.0); HtA v Isca (2.0): lixlan 
Gymkhana v Oxford UN*. (2.0): Lewes v 


are one of several teams on un- 
familiar territory. 

Basingstoke Town of the 
Ryrnan League, who knocked 
out John Gregory’s \tycombe 
Wanderers last season, are at 
heme to another Second Division 
ride, Bournemouth. The tie in- 
flicts a conflict of loyalties upon 
Basingstoke’s chaplain. Rev- 
erend KoiBatt, a Bournemouth 
fen. “If he can coqjure up a lit- 
tle help from above, it will be 
greatly appreciated," David 
Knight, the Hampshire club’s 
chairman, said. 

Gariy Birtles tasted the big 
time with Nottingham Forest 
and Manchester United. Now 
he is manager of Gresley 


ICE HOCKEY 


Stourpcrt (1.30): Oxford Hawks v Ri t ftra nds 
(2.0): Sr Auuns v Eastcote (2.0); Sheffield 
v Surbiton (1.45]. 

criZMBLAND Premier: Edgoaston « Leek: 
Hampisn-ln-Anlen v Nantumptan Sahns: 
Harbomev Cdvenuy ft North UbnMcIc Khafi 
sa * Nottingham: Okon ft West Warvrick v 
North Staffs; Shrewsbury v N Notts. 
SOUTH P remi er : Beckenham v Heme Bay: 
Btackheath uOildiests: Bournemouth* Old 

Whkgtftlans: Oty ot Portsmouth v Anthori- 
arec Fareham v Maidenhead; Old Cran> 
Wghans * WQMngfum; Richmond v Gore 
CoiaclJrt*ldKev3^vWfaWng:Wkrt*tiCin 
v hflgti Wycornbc WkKhester v Purley 
PREMIER HOUDKV5 EAST Premier: 
Bedford Tbwnv Clacton: Bishops Stortford 
v Cambridge Unhersby; BJuehara « Cam- 
britte Oty: Colchester * Hcrertjorourtj "fawn: 
Ipsmdi v West Herts. 

WOmH P re m ier: Bowdon « Ben Rhyddlng; 


□tester v Karrorate: Norton « Durham Ui»- 
weralty: Rotherham v Nestors Sheffield 
Bankers* Forma* Warri n gton v Southport. 
WEST OP EHOLAND ft SOUTH WALES 
P r emier : Bath Buccaneers v Weston- Su- 
per -Mare: Cheltenham v Gloucester Oty: 
Taunton vale « West WRts; Whitchurch v 
Robinsons; feovfl ft Sherborne v Swansea. 
WOMEN'S HO. Premier: Ipswich * Wgh- 
town U2.0); Leicester v Clifton (12 30): 
Ol ton wraewese * Doncaster (11.0): Stough 
v Sutton Coldfield (12.0). 

First Dh iU om Akfridge v Sunderland 
AdiDrooke (1 30); Bradford v LDUPttaou^i 
Students (12.0): Canterbury * Wi m bledon 

(12.0) ; lro|eiH vChetmsfbrd H'way (1-30). 
Soomd DMsfam Bracknell * Sherwood 

(2.0) : Ealing v St Albans (12.0): Old 
Loughconlans v Hamptan-binArden (1.0): 
ftoynto n * Wbkftig (11.30). 

WOMEN'S MDtAND Premier: Bdper * 
Bedford: Crimson RbrnMen v Luton; Ket- 
tering » North Staffs; Loughborough Stu- 
tientsvOlion ft West Warwick. 
WOMOPS NORTH Urn Dhrtstam Deo- 
side Ramblers * Liverpool: Don Wiley v 
Blackburn; Leytwd Motors v Ovrstrr Win- 
nlngton Park * SheffleteL 

WOHEtirS EAST Pronden Bury St Ed- 
munds * Hflrieston tAagfkx Carrtawge Ow 
vLctcfworth; Derehnm v Btueharts; Ipwdcn 
vAshlbriL 

WOMWSWBT Premiere Boumemoudi 
* rtirtlsiiead: Bteter v Redumt Exmouth * 
Cdlwall: Leominster »St AustetC ftureon Male 
vQieftennam. 

WOWBfS SOUTH F ii 31 Dk ris loo: Oryol 
Portsmouth * Winchester: Hendon v w*«t 
Wtney: Horeiam v DuMdi; Reading vMakf- 
enhead; Tiise Ml « Rover Cowley: 


ham tot there w Newcastle Rweriongs (7 .Q; 
Ayr Scottish Eagles w Manchester Storm 
(6.30) 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

LINCOLN THIRD TEST 

Great Britain v New 2tealand 

(6.0. at Vicarage Road. Watford) 

RUGBY UNION 

3.0 unless slated 

INTERNATIONAL MATCH 

tables w South Africa 

(or Mfcmbfey) 

WORLD CUP OUAUFYWG MATCHES 
POOL ONE 

Ireland » Georgia — 

lot Lansdowne Road) 

POOL TWO 

England v The Netherlands 

(or McAtpIne stadium, Huddersfield) 

TOUR MATCH 

ScotiatKi v New Zealand Maoris 

(of Murroythkft 

ALUH> DUNBAR 
PRBMERSHn* ONE 
London Scottish v London Irish 
TETLEVS BITTER CUP Third Roemd: 
BladchetttivSerteley ftirk; Bracknell * Met 
Police (2.15); Coventry v Worcester: Es- 
her* Harrogate: Ereterv Whitchurch: Hud 
lonlancv Newbury (2.15): LydneyvStour- 
bndne Motley v Madenhead: Nottingharn 
v WnarfedaJe: Reading v OrreU (2.30): 


Rovers, who travel to WalsalL 
Slough Tbwn’s playermanagen 
Graham Roberts, plays what he 
insists is his last FA Cup tie at 
Macclesfield Tbwn. 

Tomorrow, tee Boreham 
TOxxi striker Kerry Dixon, once 
of Chelsea, will have what may 
tea brief return to the limelight 
in a televised tie against Luton 
Town, another of his many for- 
mer dubs, at Meadow Park. 

Also tomorrow, the former 
Barnsley striker Ronnie Glavin 
will be back at OakweU as man- 
ager of Emley, who lost to West 
Ham in the third round last sea- 
son and have borrowed the First 
Division dub's stadium for their 
tie against Rotherham United. 


HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAOUE OP 
DIELAND Piukr Dlutsloii: Derry City 
» 5bgo Revere (3.15); Finn Horn v Bray 
Mbnderers (3.15); Shamrock Rows* Cork 
City (3.13). 

BRENDAN ORSMBV TESTIMONIAL: 
Corfortn ft Leeds Utd M« Aston VUaX) (2D). 

HOCKEY 

2.0 unless slated 

EHA CUP Thin] rasnd: Beckenham * 
Wimbledon [12.01: Btackheath v Old 
Georgians (2.30); Bournemouth v Indian 
Gymkhana (1.0): Boumuttie v Peieibot- 
ough Town: Bromtey w Trojans (f.OJ; Can- 
nock w Beeston; Cantetbury * Cambridge 
City (12.0). Chelmsford * Vewnl ft Sher- 
borne (12.0): Clacton u Eastcote (1.30): 
Doncaster v Sarford Tigers: Edeboston * 
Brooklonds (12.0): Epsom v UAnchester 


RossJynParkv Horde* (2.00): Rorhertum 
*LondonWelsh(2.l5):S«rarafieftlAbrr- 
ham w Barking (2.15): WAefiefd v Kendal 
(2.30): Wfatenoa v New Brigham (2.15): 
JEWSON NATIONAL LEAGUE lWo 
North: WNaall « Nuneaton (230). TWO 
South: Cheltenham v Bridgwater |2.30). 

TOMORROW 

BASKETBALL 
BUDWEISER LEAGUE: Miknn Keynes Li- 
ons « Newcastle Eagles (4.0); Sheffield 
Sharks » Greater London Leopjrds (4.0). 

CRICKET 

TOUR MATCH (Cafrns, third day of 
four): Queensland v England. 

FOOTBALL 

KA CARUNG PREMIERSHIP 

Coventry * Everun (4D) 

AKA FA CUP 
FIRST ROUND 

Boreham Wood « Luton (1.0|_ 

Emley v Rotherham (1.0)- 

for OakweU, Barnsley) 

Fulham v Leigh RMI (3.0) 

H endon « Notts County (1.0) 

SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
Dunfermline * Dundee Utd (6.05) - 


uant v Readrtg: Hm v Northampton Saints: 
isca V Chichester (1.30); Lewes v Blue- 
harts (12.30); Nesttxt v Loughborough 
Students (12.15): Norton v Preston 
(1.0), Nottoighom « 01 ton ft Wbst War- 
wick (2.15): Old Cranleighans v Hamp- 
stead ft Westminster (1.0): Old tie 
Femans v Easr Ghnstead: CKTsrd Hawks 
v Hounslow (12.30): Phoenfc « Pelicans 
(1.30); Richmond v Sudbury (1.30); 
Roblnsans w Letdiworth |1 1 .30): SheWWd 

* Coventry ft North Warwick: Stour port 

* Bowdon; Surbiton v St Albans. 
WOMEN’S EHA CUP Third round: 
Aldridge w Lncmnortn (12.30); Banbury 
v Woking (1.30): Basingstoke * Troians 

(1.30) ; Btllingham * Morpeth (U.O); 
Blackourn Northern * Brornsgrove. Can- 
terbury v Worcester Norton: Crosby v 
Hlghtown: Driffield v Northampton 
(1301: Dulwich v Sunderland Ash- 
brooke (12.30). Ealing* Old Lough tty 
nians (3.30): Eastborne * Epsom ( 1 .0): 
Exeter v Chester; Ewnouth v Harleston 
Magpies (1.30): Hampton-byArdenv Ip- 
swich (1.0): Hwant * Slough (11.30): 
KeUenngv Doncaster (1.0); Leytand Mo- 
tors * Bury St Edmunds (12.30); Liv- 
erpool Soft on « Wailingion; Luton Town 

* Basildon; Maidenhead * Horsham 

(2.15) ; Middleton ft Bognor v Lough- 
borough Students (3.0); OKon fer- 
raquest V Sunbtiry (12.301: Plekwjck Old 
sils v Bradford ( 1 . 30 ); Sheffield * Mat- 
lock Bai leans (1 3.0): Shenrood v West 
Witney; St Albans u Fyffes Leicester 

(12.30) ; Sutton Coldfield * St Austell 

(12.15) ; TuKe Mill » Poynton; Welron v 
Bracknell (12.0); Wimbledon « Sur- 
biton (1.30): Wlhchmoce Hill * Chelm- 
ford Highway (12^30). 

ICE HOCKEY 
SENONDA SUPEItLEAOUE: Cardiff 
DewUs w Sheffield sreelere (6.0); Brack- 
nell Bees w Nottingham Panthers (fi.O): 
ftewMsdeRherklngsv Manchester Storm 


Ferguson 
will wait 
to find 
his man 


THE former Manchester 
United goalkeeper Alex Step- 
ney believes Alex Ferguson 
must now dig deep into the Old 
Trafford coffers to replace 
Peter Schmeirbel. after the 
Dane announced yesterday 
teat he would be leaving Unit- 
ed at tee end of this season after 
eight glittering years at the 
dub. 

Stepney, who won the Euro- 
pean Cup' with United in 1968. 
has warned that the dub do not 
appear to have a ready-made 
replacement. “Raimond van 
der Gouw is now 35 and 1 cant 
really sec anybody coming 
through at tec moment ready 
to go straight into the side." 
Stepney said. “So it looks as 
though Alex Fferguson will have 
to go out and buy." 

Stepney is now goal keeping 
coach at United's neighbours 
City, but he still believes 
Schmeichel can help the team 
to repeat his feaLs of 30 years 
ago. “He has brought a lot of 
success to United and. at the 
end of the day. his ambition is 
to win the Champions* League. 
I just hope it happens for him." 
Stepney said. “It is the only 
competition he hasn't won with 
the dub and it would be a great 
goodbye present for the Unit- 
ed fens." 

However Stepney is still 
reeling from the shock of 
Schmeichel's announcement 
which took the whole football 
world by surprise. Schmeichel 
has struggled with a persistent 
back injury throughout his Old 
TYafford career and has teen 
known to hare the occasional 
rush of blood - as he did most 
recently against Bayern Mu- 
nich in the Champions' League 
game which cost United all 
three points in Germany - but 
Stepney insists that the Dane's 
ability behind the United de- 
fence win always ensure leg- 
endary status and a warm 
welcome whenever he returns 
to Old lYafford. 

“It is a bit of a shock but it is 
one of those things,” Stepney 
said. “He has done unbelievably 
well ninth the dub and I am sure 
an Manchester United sup- 
porters will wish torn wdl wher- 
ever he goes from now on." 

Ferguson has until the start 
of next season to find a re- 
placement for the Danish in- 
ternational goalkeeper; who 
will quit United in May, and will 
not be rushed in his search to 
find a successor. 

“We’ve got until next Au- 
gust to sign someone so we 
have got time on our side," said 
Fbrguson. “We are looking at 
things and we will be sending 
people abroad and assessing a 
lot of things." 

United have been strongly 
linked with Aston Villa's Mart 
Bosnich, who started bis career 
at Old Trafford and made three 
league appearances before he 
left because of work permit 
problems. Tiie Australian looks 
certain to move from VDla Park 
at the end of the season, but 
Roma are also known to be 
interested. Schmeichel has 
suggested the French interna- 
tional Flabien Barthez as a pos- 
sible successor. 


RUGBY UNION 

3.0 unless stated 

ALLIED DUNBAR 
HtESMEItSHB* ONE 

Bnfford v Saracrns 

Newcastle v NorUkHnpiuii 

Wisps v Leicester 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAOUE 
RUST DIVISION 
BbKXwaoil v Newtiiktgi- 1? 3DI 

ANQUD-WELSH PRtENDUES 
Cardiff v Gloucester .. 

TETLEVS BITTER CUP Third fHoomfe Bf b- 
telvSandali? 30). Masrlcv u FykJe 13 301. 
Rugby v Leeds. 

TENNENtS VELVET CUP Thftd Round (2J) 
antes* Wind): Alloa « Sl/0tiimo>e: Avr v 

Orricfc. Bigpr v Annan: BaroughitMi v Howe 
of Fife Cumnock v Stewarts Met TP. DjL-hH 
v Kirkutdy. Dunlcrmdnrv Lanrh o tm. Eau M- 
brkle v Selkirk; Gala v Gordo nr am; GtaRonr 
Soul hem* Glasgow Hawks. Greenock man- 
dents * Metrose: Haddington v Ross Hliffl. 
Hawick v Berwick. Hawick Linden v Etitobureh 
Auds, HctIog FP v Gkcnromes. HflHtrjdfor- 
danhiU * St Boswrift: Hutchesons' Aloyslan 
* Allan Glen's: Irvine w Stewurtry Jed-FareK 
v Preston tote; KeKa v Lenfie. Kilmarnock 
v HyndLxnd FT* UnlltlHTOMr vStMUnj; Coumy. 
Morgan Acad FP * Ellon. Munavfetd v 
Canto Q P. MussHbmySi trGumpmiai. Am- 
MesvLMitESon. Pernnnue v Royat Dtk VC; 
ftjnobelio FP * Cuirir. Sfraituum v Uteso- 
nlatrs. Trinity Acids v Dundee HSFF*. 
Waystderenriimpeine « Aberdeen GSFP. 
West of Scotland v Cjmbuslang 


TRANSFERS 

Free transfers or undisclosed 
fees unless stated 

Janata* McSpemu (f ortMOrtl) Oxford 
Qty to Wycombe wanderers lunosdosed). 
tony wrmt (defender) No»ti»ampioii u 
lorepoy (free); Paul StW l t a d | defender) 
Chariton to Brighton (f tee): BJatm Gold- 
bMk (nutiheUer) K Copenhagen [Deni 
to Chelsea: Miuri«k> TwKoo (defender) 
Ipswich rolbnentum (El. 775m). 

LOANS AND 
TRIALS 

Paul Gibson (goalkeeper) Manchester 
United to Hull StT- 

Preri Hughes |ti tk tfMde r )'Chebea to Bris- 
tol Cky i trial). 

Ketch Dnhlln (defender) Southend to 
Colchester (loan). 

Cradj^Dudley (forward) Notts County to 

Ivon Crowe (defender) Arsenal to Cryv 
tal Palace. 
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Graham determined to silence the Gunners 


the LAST time George Graham en- 
tered the Highbury boardroom, 
nearly four years ago, it was to be 
told that his eight, trophy-laden 
years as manager were over. 

Today in a bid to bury the hatch- 
et, Arsenal have invited Graham up 
for a drink after the derby against 
his Tottenham side. In the event of 
Spurs beating the Double winners, 
he may be sorely tempted to take up 
the often However; Graham’s sense 
of betrayal by certain (Erectors is re- 
putedly so strong that he is unlike- 
ly to socialise. Instead, he will settle 
for making the Gunners fail silent 

Arsenal's supporters gave him a 
warm welcome on the three oeca- 


BY PHIL SHAW 

sions he returned with Leeds. But 
that is likely to be withheld now that 
he is in charge of their detested 
rivals, with the Spurs contingent 
doubtless being reminded in song 
tiret “George Graham is an Arsenal 
Can”. 

Graham's four Premiership 
matches in charge at White Hart 
Lane have produced only four 
points. Yet there were signs in both 
the 3-2 loss at Villa Part: and Tues- 
day's 3-1 win at Liverpool in the Vtor- 
thington Cup that he has already 
turned Spurs into a more competi- 
tive unit 


His belief, with which onty the 
most anachronistic adherents of 
the "Tottenham way" could argue, 
is that players must be as effective 
when the opposition have the ball as 
in possession. IT he could deliver only 
their second success in 14 visits to 
Arsenal even those who continue to 
view him as the great Satan of N5 
might be won oven 
The way Arsfcne Wenger has 
steered the champions into second 
place, despite patchy performances 
and the draining effects of the 
Champions’ League, commands 
their former manager’s respect 
Adding spice to an occasion which 
hardly needs it Graham’s old cap- 


tain, Tony Adams, is set to return 
after injury 

It promises to be quite an after- 
noon for managerial firsts. Tbe col- 
lision of Liverpool and Leeds, which 
used to be a bone-cnm chingly in- 
tense battle of wits between BUI 
Shankly and Don Revie, is Gdrard 
HouDier’s opening match m sole 
charge of the Anfield dub. 

The Frenchman, who must 
launch the post-Boot Room era 
without Michael Owen and Steve 
McManaman, is actually an old 
hand compared with his opposite 
number; David O’Leary’s three 
weeks as Graham’s successor at EL 
land Road have seen the ’Sbrfcshire 


Cottee approaches 
the elite 200 club 


NEW YEAR'S Day 1983. Maggie and 
Denis are ensconced in No 10 after 
victory In the Ftiklands, Renee and 
Rena to remain in residence at No 1 
with “Save Your Love For Me" and 
a 17-year-old East Under dons West 
Ham’s No 8 shirt for the first time. 

The visitors, 'Ibttenham, are hold- 
ing their own until Joe Gallagher 
rises to Geoff Pike's cross. The cry 
of “Goal!" sticks in 33,000 throats 
when Ray Clemence tips the ball on 
to the ban then explodes into the 
freezing air as the diminutive debu- 
tant heads the rebound into the net 

Tony Cottee returns to Upton 
Park today with Leicester City and 
197 League goals to his name. The 
soul-boy fringe long since gave way 
to the sUcked-back look, the pace he 
once allied to strength and supple- 
ness is no longer blistering and at 
33 he accepts that Martin O'Neill is 
right to look for a younger striker 
rather than rely on “old gits film me". 

Yet the instinct for being “in the 
right place at the right time", as he 
defines it, is still serving Cottee 
well. “It's been said that Mark 
Hughes is a scorer of great goals 
rather than a great goalscoret;" he 
says. “Td like to think the opposite 
applies to me. In a career total of over 
27Q I can only think of about 10 fan- 
tastic ones. The vast majority have 
been tap-ins or rebounds." 

By claiming five of Leicester’s 11 
in the Premiership, he has outscored 
the £l0m~rated Emile Heskey. Why, 
he chuckles, he “only” needs a hat- 
bride today to chalk up the double 
century he has targeted as com- 
pensation for a medal-free careen 

“But that would be fantasy stuff," 
Cottee muses before recalling a 
precedent to prove that anything is 
possible, “the kind of thing that hap- 
pened on my Everton debut” 

Whatever today brings, after a 
week spent striving to shrug off a 
thigh strain, he is “100 per cent con- 
fident" of reaching the landmark that 
only five current players have 
passed, “fll play until I'm 56 if I have 
to! Even if I never score for Leices- 
ter again and have to drop down to 
somewhere like Leyton Orient I'D do 
it" 

The same sense of certainty has 
been reflected in Cottee's finishing 


‘Old git’ he may be, but the veteran 
striker remains a potent attacking 
force for Leicester. By Phil Shaw 


from an early age. “Even at seven I 
was aware that I had a different tal- 
ent from other kids. Goalscoring has 
always been tbe easy part for me. Ifs 
the rest of it I’ve found hard. 

“People say to me now that I've 
lost a yard, and they're right but I 
tell them I'm still quick up here,” he 
says, pointing to his head ^You can't 
take a young boy on to the training 
pitch and say; *11118 is where you've 
got to stand', because in match sit- 
uations you have to make split-sec- 
ond decisions and try to anticipate 
things. With that first goal for Wfest 
Ham, I didn’t stand there thinking 
“What a great header by Joe’ but TH 
go in just in case it comes out off the 
keeper or the woodwork 5 ” 

Having joined his entire extended 


or tell me that Arsenal would never 
hare signed Ian Wright But who can 
say what would have happened? I 
could have gone there and got a ter- 
rible injury. It’s all ifs, buts and 
maybes. 

*Tm always hearing how it went 
badty for me at Everton but I got 99 
goals and was top scorer in five of 
my sox seasons there. I lowed the dub 
and our lifestyle in Southport The 
onty sadness was not winning any- 
thing. I joined in ’88, a year after they 
last won the title, and left in *94, ayear 
before they won the FA Cup, which 
sums up my Goodison careen” 

Cottee could scarcely have start- 
ed better on Merseyside, the first of 
his three against Newcastle arriving 
after just 34 seconds. There was, he 


‘In my career I can only think of about 1 0 
fantastic ones - most have been tap-ins' 


family in becoming a “massive” 
Hammers fan in the 1970s, Cottee 
soon found a role model Bryan 
“Pop” Robson, a classic penalty- 
box predator who could score with 
either foot or his head, remains his 
inspiration. 

“I remember when Pop got to 200 
League goals and thinkings ‘how fan- 
tastic'. That became my target and 
Fve slowly crept towards it” 

Not that slowly. Cottee's reputa- 
tion as a serial marksman earned the 
first of seven England caps two 
months after his 21st birthday, and 
when he first left West Ham it was 
for a British record fee of £2.3m. 
Despite choosing Everton in pref- 
erence to Arsenal where George 
Graham would soon be awash with 
silverware, he is adamant the move 
was not Unadvised. 

“I believe that once you’ve made 
a decision you can't start regretting 
it with hindsight People say. You'd 
have won two championships there’ 


suggests in typicafty self-mocking 
mode, only one way it could go after 
that although Evertonians stiB t alk 
fondly of the pair be poached in a 4-4 
draw with Liverpool in the FA Cup 
as an 85th-minute substitute. 

When the chance came to go 
“home” to West Ham, he took it 
However it was a period of transition 
and Cottee found himself margin- 
alised by Harry Redknapp's foreign 
recruits. He was leading scorer in 
both his seasons back in London, but 
“got the vibes" that he was not want- 
ed and opted for a lucrative stint in 
Malaysian football. 

After nine months he was bat*, 
joining Leicester in August last year: 
“It didn't really work out over there 
and I probably left the Premiership 
too early. I also found it hard 
adjusting to tbe change in stan- 
dards and heat there and didn't do 
myself any favours at first” 

A loan spell with Birmingham, 
where he scored his only lower- 


efiviskra goal helped Cotte* to regain 
sharpness. In January he collected 
Leicester’swinneratOld'&afford- 
“my first there in 15 years of trying” 
- and he has maintained a steady 
flow ever since. 

He can recall “almost every goal” 
and has scrapbooks of cuttings dat- 
ing back to primary school to help 
him Althou gh agreeing that his 
goals tend not to be memorable, he 
regards stealing in front of defend- 
ers as a talent equal to, say. spec- 
tacular long-range shooting. “I 
always say that every goal is a great 
goal" he says. 

Not that his own are all nudged 
in from spitting distance. Cottee 
nominates an overhead kit* against 
Nottingham Forest in 1987 as his 
best And while Leicester’s jesters 
tease him about why he bothers to 
practise shooting from outside the 18- 
yard area, he once dripped Sheffield 
Wednesday’s keeper from half as far 
again. 

The length of Cottee's service 
means that his judgements on col- 
leagues and adversaries carry gen- 
uine authority. He has a burgeoning 
rapport with Heskey, whose poten- 
tial he terms “awesome", and cites 
Peter Beardsley, Graeme Sharp and 
Paul Goddard among his most pro- 
ductive partners. But as the out- 
standing Renee to his Renato he 
names Frank McAyennie. 

Heading the list of difficult oppo- 
nents are Alan Hansen, Paul 
McGrath and Toqy Adams; but for 
their vigilance and the Asian inter- 
lude he would have broken the 200 
barrier long ago. The same is true 
of his dislike of taking penalties. It 
is not that Cottee is daunted by the 
pressure, simply that he would 
sooner prosper by living off bis wits. 

“A pebaltyis almost not Kke a goal 
to me because ifs staged. Ifs basi- 
cally a free shot I've heard Alan 
Shearer say completely the opposite 
and how ifs a great way to get more 
goals. It probably is, but the few I’ve 
scored have never given me the buzz 
I get if it comes from open play.” 

All the same, if the referee points 
to the spot and the “old gif’ in 
Leicester's No 27 top has already 
popped in a couple, separating him 
from tbe ball could prove problematic. 


THE 200 CLUB: THE FIVE STILL PLAYING AND SCORING 



STEVE BULL 

Wolves 252 

John Aldridge’s retirement 
left "Bully". 33. as the top 
scorer In League matches. 
His first goals came in 1 986 
for West Brom. but the 
other 250 were all For his 
beloved Wolves. Septem- 
ber’s winner v Bury could be 
his last due to knee prob- 
lems. though he promises “a 
hell of a go" at reaching 300. 


IAN RUSH 

Wrexham 246 
January marks the second 
anniversary oF Rush’s last 
League goal, one oF just 
three he soared For Leeds. 
The Welshman. 37, has 
come almost Full circle by 
joining the neighbours of his 
first dub, Chester. All but 1 7 
of his haul came with Liver- 
pool. either side oF a seven- 
goal sabbatical at Juventus. 


IAN WRIGHT 

West Ham 223 
A late starter who did not 
score his first League goal 
unto a month before Ns 22nd 
birthday, Wright went on to 
amass 89 for Crystal Palace 
end 128 In Fewer matches for 
Arsenal. Now 35. he broke 
Cliff Bas tin’s overall record 
for the Gunners before join- 
ing West Ham, where he al- 
ready has six this season. 


TONY ADCOCK 

Colchester 2J2 

A 35-year-old Cockney. 
“Rooster" Adcock's goals 
have all come in the tower di- 
visions. At Colchester, whom 
he left For Manchester City 
in 1 988 In the first of seven 
moves, he needs five to beat 
the dub record of 1 30. Last 
netted on Boxing Day, since 
Freed, reinstated and In- 
jured, but now playing again. 


PETER BEARDSLEY 

Fufftam 206 

Gary Lineker’s selfless Eng- 
land foil, Beardsley also 
helped himself at Newcastle 
(107 League goals In two 
spells). Liverpool and Everton, 
while foiling to register for ei- 
ther Manchester dub. At 37, 
he is back at Second DMskxi 
level, where he first scored 
for Carlisle in 1 979, and has 
three for Fulham this season. 


side efirmuated from two cups, and 
precedent provides few positive 
pointers for him today. 

LwerpooFS2-0 defeat of Leeds in 
Dublin in a summer tournament 
would count for little had it not con- 
firmed a pattern. Since losing to 
Ibny Yeboah’s memorable voCky 
three years ago, they have rattled up 
19 goals to Leeds’ one in winning six 
of their seven meetings. . 

to 18 trips to Liverpool Leeds 


to i^e>dremes by losing at Leices- 
ter in the Worthington Cup after en- 
tering the 88th minute l-O up. 

The lesser of the national knock- 
out competitions may have saved 
Roy Hodgson's bacon at Blackburn. 
Squeezing through at Newcastle 
hat certainty rescued their season, 
aithmg h Old Ttafford is the last 
plaice to try to build on a good result 

The memory of Manchester Unit- 
ed's 4-0 romp a year ago, when Hodg- 

— 1« oilnnind 


many gods. Mote pertinently, they 
seem incapable of holding an ad- 
vantage on their travels. Leading in 
tire final third of four away games, 
they drew them aO, taking the trait 


the title rather than avoiding rele- 
gation, is stffl fresh. So, too, will Alex 

Ferguson's team be after their un- 
derstudies took the stage in mid- 
week. Peter Scfanreichel is assured 


of an emotional ovation after an 
nouncing that tins is his finalstason. 

The reception at Southampton for 
those with a Portsmouth pedigree % \ 
tends to be hostile. John Gregory, r 
who endured a deceptively poor 
start in management along the 
south coast will laugh it off, espe- 
cially if Aston Villa at least maintain 
their two-point lead at tbe top. 

Villa, remarkably, have taken SI 
pomts out of 6G since Gregory's ap- 
pointment: title form by any stab- - 
dards. But with Liverpool, United 1 
and Arsenal all visiting them in the 
next month, they can iU afford to let 
the reviving Saints spoil their un- 
beaten start- 




Tony Cottee is back at Upton Park today, the former West Ham goalscorer now in Leicester’s 
colours, his instinct for being *in the right place at the right time” still intact Rob^ Bottom 


Ipswich fear Fjortoft Celtic bid ‘very positive’ 


THE IPSWICH Town manager 
George Burley hopes his de- 
fence can contain Jan Aage 
Fjortoft during today’s trip to 
Barnsley Ipssridi are seared in 
the First Division, and will be 
axndoos to keep in touch with 
the unbeaten leaders, Sunder- 
land, who face Port Vale at 
Vale Park. ‘tfan Aage fjortoft 
has a very good scoring record 
against us, so we will have to 
put that right," Burley said. 

The Birmingham CHy cap- 
tain, Chris Marsden, is con- 
vinced the Blues will have a 
major say in the promotion 
race, with Peter Ndlovu, Dele 
Adebola and Paul Furlong 
spearheading their attack. 




Struggling Oxford, and Mars- 
den said: “When the three of 
them are on song they're as 


NATIONWIDE 
PREVIEW 


good as any front three in this 
division." 

Crewe midfielder Seth John- 
son, meanwhile, believes his 
team can dimb off the bottom 
of the division as they prepare 


Park Rangers at Gresty Road. 
“Wfe’re not worried about our 
position. We were bottom at 
Christmas last season and still 
reached safety," he said. 

The Tranmere manager; 
John Aldridge, wants his side 
to atone for their midweek de- 
feat ag ains t Bradford when 
they tackle Bolton at the 


one of their last seven, but 
their manager, Colin Tbdd said: 
“Pm confident we wfll turn the 
corner” 

Wolverhampton Wanderers’ 
panriiil^r managw; Colin Lee, 
is delighted with how well his 
players have responded to Mm 
following Mark McGhee’s de- 
parture. Wolves are aiming to 
make it three wins in a row 
against Norwich at Carrow 
Road, and Lee said: “I owe tire 
last two victories to the players." 

Bury manager Nefl Warnock 
is hoping Adrian Littkgohn can 
score an his debut against his 
old club Sheffield United at 
Bramall Lana Hie striker com- 
pleted his £75,000 transfer fr om 


KENNY DALGLISH and Jim 
Ken; who are leading a con- 
sortium looking to takeover 
Celtic, yesterday proclaimed 
their proposals to be “very pos- 
itive” fix: tbe difo, and their con- 
sortium is seeking a meeting 
with Celtic’s majority share- 
holder Fergus McCann. 

In a statement issued on 
behalf of the consortium, 
Dalglish and Kerr said: “We be- 
lieve our proposals are very 
positive for the future of Celtic 
Fbotbafi Club and Look forward 
to discussing these in detail 
with Mr McCann." 

The consortium includes 
Jim McAvgb a businessman, 
and the financial backers BT 


by Mark Burton 

business credentials and there 
appears little doubt over the 
consortium’s ability either to 
raise the money for the 
takeover or to finance their fu- 
ture, but the main stumbling 
block could still be McCann’s 
declared intention to dispose of 

hie hwao l w W ■ i . 




bounce back after our first de- 
feat in eight games,” he said, 
wanderers have won just 


Warnock said; “What a fairy-tale 
it would be if he opens his ac- 
count for us at Bramall Lane.” 


London-based private equity 
investing arm of Bankers Ibust 
Their backers have solid 


— 

shareholders. Fan support for 
tire Dalglish-Kerr move could, 
though, aid their cause. 

The supporters want Celtic 
to build on last May’s title and 
become the dominant 
force not only in Scotland and 
in Europe. 

The difficulty in reaching 

till* frtn IB O W .IIP - J , * 


other former European cham- 
pions, Aston Villa, who have 


of tire Pre m iership, they wffl not 
be able to keep their goalkeep- 
er, Mark Bosnich, at the end of 
the season. The Australian in- 
ternational who is out of con- 
tract in June, has been linked 

with Manchester United fol- 
lowing Peter Schmeichel’s de- 
cision to leave the English 
game at the end of the season. 

With leading clubs like Ar- 
senal and Liverpool importing 
French managers, it comes as 
no surprise that the EbotbaH As- 
sociation would be willing to ap- 
point a foreigner as England 
coach when the time comes to 
find Glenn Hoddle's successor. 

Noel White, the chairman of 
tbe FA's international selec- 




appointment would purely be 
made on the basis of track, 
record and not of nationality 
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MATCH OF THE DAY 


Arsenal v Tottenham 


Last season: 0-0 



entertaining THOUGH the sideshow that 
George Graham’s return to Highbury may 
be, the serious issue of whether Spurs can 
dent Arsenal’s pursuit of Aston Villa at the 


By nick Harris 


ness of the day. 

The Gunners moved to within two points 
of ViHa thanks to Nicolas Ane&a’s goal 
against Everton last Sunday and the injur y 
problems that had hpwi th reatening fa? ham - 
per Arsine Wenger’s side had started to 
abate. Of particular glee to the French man- 
ager will be the fact Dennis Bergkarop 
deft) came through Wednesday's 5-0 Wbr- 
thingtonCnp jmBnlfng ly rThpTsA^iinhsr mArf 

and should start todpg and that Tbpy Adams 
is also Sk^y to be on the pitch come 3 1 o dock. 


Arsenal win be looking to avoid what would 
be an unpalatable second successive home 
defeat after the rout suffered in midweek 
Even if Wenger did only field three regular 
first-team players against the men from 
Stamford Bridge, it was aresuitt that can hard- 
ly have done modi for the confidence of the 
dub. The recent Swedish international sign- 
ing, Fredrik Ljungberg. said that no profes- 
sional Eked to lose a match 5-0 and it was the 
worst experience of his career. 

“So, we had some reserves in the side, but 
that was no excuse," he said. “It is very dif- 
ficuft to speak about a loss Efee that, the biggest 
defeat I have ever had. I daft reefy know what 


went wrong. Of course, we will have differ- 
ent players playing against Tbttenham, and 
I am sure we will bounce back, but the whole 
dub needs a lift after such a loss." 


matches and will be keen to rediscover the 
goalscoring touch that brought him 19 goals 
last season. He has only scored twice this sea- 
son, assays the defeat against Chelsea wiU 
have no beaming on the north London derby. 

“I am more than hopeful I will be able to 
play against Tottenham." he said. “And I don't 
think there is any relevance between the 
Chelsea game and the Spurs game. It win be 
a different team in a different competition." 
Arsenal could be without Steve Bould who 
has a hamstring strain. Tottenham, mean- 


while, who wifl be hoping the fine recent 
form of Steffen lversen (right) contin 
ues, may be without David Ginola, who 
has a calf strain that could keep him 
out Tottenham's four League 
matches since Graham took charge 
have produced one win, one draw 
and two narrow defeats to Leicester Sj 
and Aston Villa to leave them in 14th 
place. There is no doubt their defence " 
is (wiring tighter Pa mil in r, that. 

Jwsnuu. ;c*ctu5Jg; Sejnun IKnirrtMm Kewr-ti. Admit. 
Dual. Owrmure. Petn. V<m. hi«r Ann*j Pjlin* Limif.- 

TOTTIWUM (probate; Baarefem. Cjrr. CimpOell VVgv 
CjMeoucoa Safes: Anflamn. turn O r n vx r Seiran Gincu. 
Alton. Ft». fwsrn 

Infrm — - AnMUfc Nsrtr canfcnied Hi IT ill era - Fodnvnd . 

Anmnafis. Edwburgn 
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Charlton v 
Middlesbrough 

Last season: 50 


RAUL GASCOIGNE may have been left out of Glenn Hoddle’s 
latest En^and squad, but Bryan Robson is certain to have him 




...yUidsjt^tisticsV 

Why title need London weighting 

TODAY'S ENCOUNTER between Arsenal the match might also demonstrate London dubs are derbies. 1b prosper in 

and Tottenham will hot only be : whether the Gunners' dominance of the Premiership, then, a London club has 

imponantiiy GeorgeGrabam. successful fixtures hi the capftalin recent years saffl to prosper in thecapiiai. which is 


to judge just how far they have come in the past yean. The last 
time the two met at The 'VfaHey, on 10 January, the home side 
won 3-0 with two goals from Shaun Newton and anot her fr om 
Mark Bright It was not Boro's heaviest defeat of the season, 
but it was considered thematchm which they were most com- 
prehensively outplayed. 

u Charlton's Keith Jones faces a late test on knee and back 
^injuries while the Republic of Ireland are irfill mqidyng nn Mat 
Kmsella’s release far the build-up to next Wednesday’s Euro 
2000 qualifier with Yugoslavia in Belgrade. Mark Schwarzer is 
in line for a Middlesbrough comeback in goal after missing five 
league and cup games with an anMe injury. This fixture in Oc- 
tober 1960 finished 6-6, with Brian Clough scoring a hat-trick. 

CHARLTON (Prom): Schwarzer. Beresford. Fleming. Coo pec Vickers. Fiesta. Gor- 
don, Mustse. Gascoigne. Townsend. Deane. Rkard, Beck. Stsnp. Suiranerbefl. Stock- 
dale. Btackmore. 

MIDDLESBROUGH (Prom): Schwarzer. Beresford. Fleming. Cooper. Meters. Fes- 
ta. Gordon. Mustoe. Gascoigne. Townsend, Deane. (Heard. Beck, Stamp. Summer- 
bell. Stockdale. Blackmore. 

Injuries-. Charlton: Newton. Mortimer. Boro: PaTQscet 
S eapem l n we: darfeon: None. Boroe None. 

Referae: M. Riley 


Chelsea 
v Wimbledon 

Last season: 1-1 


bjarne GOLDBAEK, Chelsea’s Danish midfielder who 
swaged clubs with Brian Laudrup, is likely to make his Pre- 
miership debut Goldbaeb was on the pitdi for 77 minutes in 
the 5-0 midweek Worthington Cup defeat of ArsenaL Gianlu- 
ca Vialh has named hims^mtheiNnttLSqnadfiAowinghis 
two-goals against AraenaMu ^^ibserice erf injured ; 

gi Casira^theChelseapla^^maifafflrwin cqijjmuetoccan- 
pete for a place tip by 
aheadof Gianfranco Zola and 

not beaten the Dons in a Premfershqiinatch at Stamford Bridge 
since a 2-0 win in March 1994. 

Wimbledon’s manager Joe Khmear has plenlyof options up 
front today. Mark Kennedy. Michael Hughes and new signing 
Gareth Ainsworth are all after a place while Efan Ekoku, who 
has been kept out by injury for six weeks, is also back in the 
squad T he Dons could rise to fourth in the table by this eve ning 
if they win today and other results go their way. 

CHEU&A (from): De Goey, FWrescu. B*ayBre.T^^. Des^ GoWaAFojgtt. 
VWII. Dubriry; Hitchcock, Le Saun. Dl Macao. Ferrer. Ro. Lambounle. NkhaiTs. 
Kharine. Zola. _ 

WIMBLEDON (from): Sullivan. Cuortngham. Wn*lt Pwry Bladw-en. nwc** 

C Hughes. Earie. Etoku. Roberts. Gayle. Armey: HeakJ. Goodman, Leabum. M Hugh- 
es. Ainsworth. Kenned* EueU. Core. m 
in to to ; Chair wr Caslraghi. Ma h M wi No new Injuries. 

Suspensions: Ckcteai Wise. W imbl edon: None. 


ahannusof pirearKl recently appointed : 
manager of die other. The outcome of . 


stands a chaiice of being maintained. A 
quarter of the games played by die six 


precisely what Arsenal did last season. 


(based on derbies in the’eapdeal) 
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Ansenaf gained 2J. points on average; 'Wimbledon at Highbury on 23 February 
ftiOTTbelrlcMKion gameslast season and;-! 997.’. ; .. • : - .. 

exactly 2 points per ganre from games ' - ^TWs season; the story teas not been so 
against the 14 other dubs. Since Arsine successful tor Wenger, with just two “ 
Wenger arrived at Hghbory in ‘ > goattess draws to show from the home 

. September T99& "Arsenal have tost raaly^ game with piarlton in August and the 
-one London derby in 13^ games, and that away game at Stamford Bridge against 


though die season may be, Arsenal are 
. ’ not Faring well In this season’s London 
Premiership. Wimbledon, who test their 
~ current London tabfe-toppfag form with 
a crip co Chelsea today, hive two wins 

' from two games so far. 


-Wimbledon 2 » 2 0 • 0 , 7 

forelsea “3 " "" ' 1 " ' ' 2 ! *o"“ 3 " 

. 0, „•'« i •• 

: Tottenham 2 0 S i 1 ' ’ T • ‘ 3 ^ 

:• r. 6 

f /:Vk^ipus foia- timi 
;^stH>iaye «tided ^drawkTVrs^ ^ champtonsttps t^t 

1 uann TiaA-f, lib ltoivM(Mv!3447 iuki ~ j mnimikAi) •' * 
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Liverpool 
v Leeds Utd 

Last season: 3-t 


LIVERPOOL PROVED that two heads are not necessarily bet 
ter than one but now Gdrard HbuIBerhas to prove that be alone, 
now that Rpy Evans has resigned, can provide the antidote to 
the Anfield malaise. 

The Frraiciniian migh t have asked for better riraimstances 
to by going solo, deprived as he is by iiguries to the England 
pair of Michael Owen and Steve Mc Man am a n for Leeds' visit 


UlftmiaUUWJ'- muigiMn w...i i» ' ‘— ■ 

f4>«nrv> that Jamie Redknapp and Patrft Berger will be at. ; 

David O’Leary, so recently banished from prtch-side a n mig 
Leeds’ Uefa Cup campaign, now has cause to thank Uefaaffcer 


t^?M^tkifcs:of.the past rdecade ■ r - T 4 ' • • 

Wide? Otx^kSrohmnl \ .v ;•'* w I s . y-; : 

Hife-gr 38^ . ' 22 " ~ To • 6 • 73 ' : 36 • 76 

1 3- • .18 \\ 85 

ri997^ ^" 38 23 •' 9 f & ' 168 T 33 78 

:i!B^flmn^^ ^thesiatfr«^ frean last yrarapd nine years . . 
_ -previai^arK beaten only in sarrreness t>y theArsenat . . . • ••• 

SecunairKjl^l^fr^L 7P8&; 

-yflnterbi^^e^BodWahd Toiy Wafrp.yy-: 

Gaal5(t»idard / 

r sajraed; ^bham in. 1 996-7 ; 

parity .V -eveh a goal a game 
;5iithisfrQKi^A^ fe^.TblWfiham 

Tirfiaa^lshort per game * ^escape those shack 


rad that England were aue 10 oe mvuivcu 

Wbodgate to retain his place at the heart of the Uniteddefence. 

^manager also has Ian Harte available to play as mbave 

waived the five-day ruling for the E ^ njbfic . ^ 


r..Geq*geGraham's Gp^ 


s; ffis. ffiss ss-hSl h»» 

3SS2S2SSS. B»6. o».. M*™™. 1 — «-««• 

Tantonilrnii urorpooL- McAteer. Loads: None. 
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Manchester Utd 
v Blackburn 


Last season: 4-0 


MANCHESEERUNnEDrsAnify Cole and JefiperBtamq^hff® 

been naaaed fit Cole has had treatment ona^hamstmg 
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Coventry v Everton 

Last season: 0-0 


team be gets the reteee^P^” £££3 



until Christmas. Blacsmirn wm ainu*™* , 

duo JeffKenna and Damien DuffinfibOThnenph^®*®^^® 


COVENTRY MANAGER Gordon Strachan 
may he forced to field an entirely new 
centre-back pairing against Everton at 
Hlghfiekl Road tomorrow because of in- 


^^^aemtotatepmtWaBum^yh .^^: 

tie d in 

5 arssB*« 0^. cu^g. 

«n tier Gouw. ■■ w. PcacPtk; Craft. Marco fin. S ricrwy od. 

BLACKBURN (PromJ: FUw- Thomas. Btote. Gatodwt. 

OdWy. Johnson. Duff. CMnrtes. Du*. 

kij wrt ew Man Unis None 

SuhnrsImis: Mn VtOx Now. Bbci*«ro.iw«. 

IMbm; M. Reed. 


both face late fitness tests. 

Cruel observers might suggest that 
this coarse of action would be no bad thing 
but there were signs in the 1-0 loss toAr- 
senaL then hi toe 2-1 win at Blackburn last 
weekend, that Covenfay were beginning to 
find some form. Noel Whelan and Darren 


Huckerby showed a burgeoning under- 
standing that could help to offset the loss 
of Dion Dublin to Aston Villa. 

Frenchman Jean-Guy Wallemme, whose 
last game was against Newcastle in mid- 
September; and Paul Wiliams are on 
standby tofiB the defensive holes. ^ Williams 
replaced Breen in the second half at 
Ewood Park when he limped off with ankie 


No such defensive worries for Walter 
Smith, who will have David Unsworth 


back for the game at Highfield Road after 
he missed the midweek Warthington Cup 
tie defeat against Sunderland with fliL 
Apart from a blip against Manchester 
United, defencehas not been the problem. 

COVENTRY CITY Oram): Hcdnun. fOraon. Snow, Breen. 
MIBbns. WMemme. EdwwtfM W« McAAsm dement. Fiwf 
m HueteAK Mflwian. Baaiaig. SotMMe. BdghnuW, 
fofifto. Dalsn. Ogrtzorfc 

evbefton (from): Myhre. Shaft. Bad. Whtsen. ihwwxtti, 
Muerasl. CWand. Unswtft. ftmne. Dacourt CoBns. Hk«. 
son. 0»et B*. Cadamaneri. Fergiraon. Bafcjyoko. Grant. 
Sbnonaen. Minigan. 

Mto lrorCB ai irop NaroraWiiw'ied.EtoftwNQnaeaiflii n e d 
Swrow*""*- Cenny; None W Nona. 
RrfweroGfWI. 


Newcastle v 
Sheff Wed 

Lost season. 1-1 


NEWCASTLE MANAGER Ruud Gullit look certain to be denied 
the services of his Greek defender Nikos Dabizas for the game 
with Sheffield Wednesday at St James' Park today. 

The Greek football association will make a (ate final decision 
on whether Dabizas should be allowed to play for his dub be- 
fore heading off on international duty, but there is a chance that 
they could be swayed by Fife's ruling to allow the Republic of 
Ireland goalkeeper Shay Given to face Wednesday. 

Another keeper being given a chance is Pavel Sraicek. for- 
merly a Magpies favourite, who should make his debut for his 
new dub following an injury to regular No 1 Kevin Pressman. 

Manager Danny Wilson orvty completed the signing of Srrvicek 
this week - just in time it seems - and the Czech internation- 
al goes straight into the side as Pressman is likely to be out for 
two to three weeks with tears in his left thigh musde. Italian 
striker Benito Carbone again looks as if he will be out while 
defender Des Walker should be fit despite a leg injury. 

NEWCASTLE (from): Given. Harper, Griffin. Ban on. Ovhvci. Hughes. Albert. 
Lee. Batty. Glass. Hamartn. Speed, Solano. Shearer. Dalgti'Ji. Keistuu. Gillespie. 
Andersson. 

SHEFFOnn WEDNESDAY (from). Strike*. M her ton. Jonh. Nevncree. Walter. 
Booth. Hyde. Sanetti. Humphreys. Briscoe, Oates. Hinchciirre. Sedioslu. Emre- 
son. Magfiton. Rudi. AJexandersson, Sooner, stefanowc. Clarke. 

Injuries: H eutthK None confirmed. Wednesday: Pressman. Carbone. 
Suspensions: Newcastle: Pearce. Wednesday: Di Canlo 
Referee: P Jones. 



Southampton v 
Aston Villa 

Last season: 1-2 


SOUTHAMPTON WILLbe without Mark Hughes -who will serve 
his second one- match ban of the season - as they attempt to 
extend their Premiership unbeaten run to five games. Matthew 
Oakley is likely to replace him after recovering from a virus 
which had kept him outforafortnigbt while capt^n Jason Dodd 
is also poised to return at right-back after five weds out with 
ankle trouble. Winger Stuart Ripley is hoping to recover from 
a dead leg while Wayne Bridge has a hamstring problem and 
midfielder David Howells is struggling with a knee injury. AD 
three win undergo late fitness tests. 

Villa will make a check on the fitness of Marie Bosnich be- 
fore naming a side. Dion Dublin, on the losing side at the Dell 
as a Coventry player a few weeks ago, returns today a Villan. 

SOUTHAMPTON (from): Jones. Dodd. Beruk. Monk cm. LundeKwam. ftibner, Ojk- 
kgBndge. Ripley. Osrenstad, Le Tbs«. Gtbbens. Howells. Dryden. Beanie. Wiliams. 

ASTON VflUA (from): Oates. Bosnidi. Wbtson. Ehlogu, Southgate. Barry. Wight. 
Taylot Draper; Hendrie. Merson. Coflymore. Dublin, Draper. Joadun. Grayson. Thomp- 
son. Sdmeca. Charles. Rachel. 

Injuries: Sums: None confirmed. VIBes None confirmed 
Suspensions: Sdnu: Hughes, vma: None. 

RtlVrae: N Barry 



j&*I 



West Ham v 
Leicester 

Lose season: 4-3 


WEST HAM go into today’s game minus four players who would 
normally expect to be involved. Defender Neil Ruddock (sus- 
pended), Craig Fbrrest (elbow), Andy Impey (hip) and Stan 
Lazaridis (groin)are all missing as Hany Redkoapp’s men take 
on a Leicester side in a rich vein of form managed by a Mar- 
tin 0* Neill, a man whose side seem to produce better results 
the more his services are coveted elsewhere. Julian Dicks and 
Javier Margas could both come into consideration for the Ham- 
mers. John Moncun kept out last week with an ankle problem, 
and John Hartson, who had a dead leg, are both available. 

O’Neill will be without England Under-21 striker Emile Hes- 
key (ankle;, a loss that might cause concern, but if the play 
er's less than stunning recent form has been due to his carrying 
an injury, at least his manager might be pleased to be giving 
it a chance to recover Tbny Cottee (thigh) and Ian Marshall 
(hamstring) are doubtful for the match. Stuart Wilson may play 
up front with Steve Walsh moving forward from his usual cen- 
tral defender role. Theo Zagorakis is away on international duty 
with Greece but Northern Ireland’s Nefl Lennon has been given 
leave to play by Lawrie McMenemy. 

WEST HAM (from): H&lop. Sealey Potts. DWts. Margos. Ferdinand. Pearce. Kefier. 
Smddk. Lomas. Monoir. Lamport!. Berkowc. KJtson. Wnghc. Homan. Breacker. Abau. 
Ho dges. Om oylnml. Coyne. 

LBOESIERfltom): Kefiec Aq*e»d. Guppy; Snctat UltiSh, BhKt. Impa, tort, Lennon. 
Porter. Savage. KovnorK. Caraptiefi. UUarhome. Feflton. Wilson, Dotes, Wenkxk. 
Injuries: Vine Ham: Fbrrest, Impey. Lazaridis. Lefcaster: Hestey; 

Sar p tnrt oBK West Ham Ruddock. Laleastar: None. 

RafararoS. Lodge. 



Nottm Forest v 
Derby 

Last season: No fixture 


NOTTINGHAM FOREST are fibety to recaD striking striker Pierre 
van Hooqdonk to help them take cm the old enemy on Monday. 
Van Hoojjdonk was relegated to the bench for Wednesday’s Wor- 
thington Cap defeat against Manchester United but looks like- 
frtoretmiiattheeiqQenseofdtherDou^FVeedmanorkiarion 
Harewood. History favours the home side today. They have not 
lost a League game to the Rams at the City Ground since 1971. 

Doty will go into the East Midlands deity without captain 
Igor Stimac- The Croatian defender missed last Saturday’s 
2-1 win at Liverpool with an ankle injury and is now suspend- 
ed for tiie City Ground match. Midfielder Lee Carsley is stiD 
out with aknee injury and defender Rory Delap is with the Re- 
public of Ireland squad in 'Jugoslavia. German wing-bat* Ste- 
fen Scfanoorisavaflableafter servingaone-match ban and striker 
Dean Stumdge could also be back along ^ with centre-half Spencer 
P rior, wh o has recovered from a knee injury. 

NOTTMOHAM FOREST (from): BnaunL l out- Jean. Rogers. Crieirto. Armsiiong. 
Stone. Gemmifl. Barr -Williams, Harewood, Freedman, wan HooUdonk. Lvttto. 
Bbnajajr, Darehevllle, Edwanb. Craulcy, 

OH*r (homl; Houk. Louraen. Cortoonari. EKkxt, KozJuh. Powell. Bowen. Dongo, 
Harper; utmehope. StwriOge, Sthnooi, Bwton, Batew. Prioc Poom. Bridge-WBiWnn 
Fonsc None confirmed. Dwby: Stimac. Carsley 
SuspmloBK FbMfK Node. Pitre ; None, 
nafaroos G. Barter. 
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Hoddle gives youth a chance 


GLENN HODDLE has called on the 
young ones, while leaving Man* 
Chester United’s Andy Cole in the 
shadows for England's friendly in- 
ternational at home to the Czech Re- 
public next Wednesday. 

Young dreams, as Sir Cliff used to 
■ring, should be dreamed together; so 
Emile Heskey, of Leicester Aston 
Villa's Lee Hendrie and the Ipswich 
goalkeeper Richard Wright are pro- 
moted en bloc from a successful 
under-21 squad. With Michael Owen 
hamstrung, his partner Robbie 
Fowler is preferred to Cole, and 
some older hands - Paul Ince, Tony 
Adams and Paul Gascoigne -are left 
to rest or recuperate. 


FOOTBALL 


By Steve tongue 


Others in the squad may not get 
as far as Wembley. Unlike this sea- 
son’s previous international weeks, 
there is a full Premiership pro- 
gramme to be negotiated first Ar- 
senal and Manchester United, with 
important Champions' League 
matches the following week, will not 
be expected to give England the ben- 
efit of any doubt over their players’ 
fitness this time; nor wDl they be dis- 
mayed by the absence of Ray Par- 
lour and Phil Neville from the list 
“You can plan your team and it 


can fall apart," said Hoddle, who re- 
gards this game as critical prepa- 
ration for the Euro 2000 qualifiers 
against Poland and Sweden. “Men- 
tally, we have a stand-by squad.” He 
would do well to keep his mobile 
phone switched on this afternoon. 

Heskey is already out of Leices- 
ter’s game today after being taken 
off at half-time during the midweek 
Worthington Cup tie against Leeds 

With ™ Antrim irq nry rm 

incentive as anyone to turn up if he 
possibly can. Although not a prolif- 
ic scorer he has discomforted de- 
fenders at under-21 level with his 
power and pace, which wane not the 
only attributes Hoddle picked out in 


discussing his qualities yesterday. 

“He’s not the finished article, 
but he’s learnt a lot over the last 12 
months and there are subtleties in 
his game now, Kkw knowing how to 
shift defenders,” sad the coach. 

Hendrie, only brought into the 
Villa side fate fast season, has ben- 
efited from standing out whenever 
Hoddle has watched him: “There’s 
a lot of talent there, but this fad has 
the temperament as weft" 

Ipswich’s Wright is the one Na- 
tionwide teagne player in the squad, 
though his dub-mate, Kieron Dyei; 
also received an honourable mention 
yesterday, as did Frank LaznpanL 
The West Ham midfielder narrow- 


ly lost out to Hendrie this time. 

There was a time when the gap 
between under-21 level and the se- 
nior side was considered too formi- 
dable to be bridged in one leap by all 
but the most accomplished players. 
In offering this fast-trackpromotian. 


which be expanded on: “In many 
countries that's been happening for 
five or six years and they’re ahead 
of us. Now the FA haveattowedafall- 
time under-21 manager [Peter Tay- 
lor], winch is a step forward. 11 

There can be no complaints about 
the performances of Owen and Rio 
fferdinand, tire two previous gradu- 
ates. Fterdmand is likely to start 


mi TT HI1M rn-T%m^ ja - — — 

seven or eight just being tried out, 
said Hoddle. *And if we throw three 
youngsters in at the same time, we 
could fall on our face." 

There are older fringe players to 

be considered, such as Nigel Mar- 
tyn, Martin Keown, Nicky Butt, Paul 
Merson, Dion Dublin and Fbwier, 
who returns for the first time since 
being injured before the World Cup, 
despite bis own modest form and 
Cole's recent rush of goals. 

It was eight years ago that a game 
against Czechoslovakia, as they 
then were, offered Paul Gascoigne 
the stage to convince Bobby Robson 
that he was worth a place in the 


world Cup finals. Having feted to 
persuade Hoddle of the same thing 
last summer, Gascoigne WM yes- 
terday given hope that his day sdgg 
yet dawn again. “Fin pleased tafrad- 
dressing his problems,” Hoddle 
said. M Hc needs more time for ttm. 
Any coach would want him if he « 
back to his best What we need 
know is if he can get bads.” 

■NOLAND SQUAD: tsuSunm: Jnu. 
(Arsenal). jUwaUmcd). MWrMtfo. 


Chester United). IBnrio n (Aston Vta 
RtAMH iLtampool). ScMMm (MMcteiOr 
United); Stntan: S B OOTtr (NtWCKtte Unttt 
I Wright {V** H.«ml . (UwwpOTQ. 

(Aston ViHj), HMlwy (LpiCWMT Of#. - 
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The Welsh captain, Robert Howiey, practises his kicking at Wembley yesterday as his team dicuss tactics for today’s Test against South Africa 


Wales must stifle Springboks’ zeal 


HARD-BITTEN New Zealand 
rugby coaches like Graham 
Henry are not noted for their 
squeamishness; they eat sup- 
per (hiring the Psycho shower 
scene and consider The Exor- 
cist to be a better religious sit- 
com than fbtfierlfed. But there 
is one piece of film footage 
that Henry flatly refuses to 
watch. It is of a massacre so 
depressingly bloody that it 
makes the first 25 minutes of 
Saving Private Ryan look like 
family entertainment 

We speak, of course, of the 


RUGBY UNION 


By Chris hewett 


video of last June's one-off 
international between South 
Africa and Whies in Pretoria, 
during which the Springboks 
amassed an unprecedented 96 
points and missed hitting the 
three-figure mark only because 
of a fate outbreak of butterfin- 
gered incompetence. 

“Of course I haven’t seen it," 
said Wales' new coach this 
week. “I don’t think the events 


of that day are a good tiring to 
bring up. The whole business is 
a complete negative. What con- 
ceivable help would watching 
that tape be to me in my prepa- 
rations for today’s game?” 

Well, considering today's 
game is against those self- 
same South Africans -14 of the 
Springboks who set the Loftus 
Versfeld annihilation in motion 
are on duty at Wembley this 
afternoon - it would surely 
have thrown up the odd point- 
er as to how the world cham- 
pions might best be checked, if 


not subdued. “We don't need a 
piece of film to tdl us that a 
96-13 defeat is totally unac- 
ceptable,” snarled the former 
Auckland and New Zealand A 
coach as he readied himself for 
a daunting first Test 
His comment begged 
another question: namely foe 
precise measure of defeat that 
would be acc ep ta b le, given 
that Welsh rugby has reached 
such a low ebb that a variety of 
shellfish would now be dearly 
visible on the once hallowed turf 
of Cardiff Arms Park had the 
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Thick English 
bread (4) 

Fruit, kind confined 


to East £10) 
Dross yields 


10 Dross yielded by old 
US mining 


location £8) 

11 People's institution in 


Friday’s solution 


Last Saturday's solution 
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the States (6) 

12 Repeat gossip, going 
around with 
nonsense (6) 

13 Short bolt with paltiy 
_ key (8) 

Id Attention perhaps re- 
quired when making 
arrangement with 
bankers (8, 5) 

IS Blues, start of rage 
among those changing 
suits (8) 

20 Tempts with breakfast 
announcement (4, 2) 

22 Release bear (6) 

24 Peg-leg? Just the op- 
posite (3, 5) 

25 Place for odd spell 
with con State put 
inside? (6, 4) 

26 Reported merit in 
hign-flyer (4) 


1 Timber destroyer im- 
bued with head for 
incendiarism? (4-6) 

2 Bid affecting 
Hearts? (6) 

3 Approached with 
account and quoted 
charge (8) 

4 Heard man making 
wheel-rim (6) 

5 Scored? I started im- 
provising (8) 

6 Indian or Brah min 
caste (4) 

9 Extremely limited 
point of 

view? (3, 2, 4, 4) 

14 Restricted 

intelligence? (6, 4) 

16 A Latin maxim con- 
veying generosity (8) 

17 Surfeit of liver, 
wasted, left (8) 

19 Number cramped by 
English dwelling’s 
dimensions (6) 

21 Meet contract (6) 

23 Textile instrument’s 
cut woollen 
garment (4) 


construction gangs not dug it 
up to start work on the Millen- 
nium Stadium. Hemywas in no 
mood to name a figure but if 
Rob Rowley’s team were 
offered a 15-point losing margin 
before kick-off, they would 
almost certainly throw a party. 

South Africa who open their 
bid for a first Grand Slam of 

B ritain an ft T rptonrt in fllrqQ itf 40 

years on the back of a Tri-Na- 
tions clean sweep, are cur- 
rently the best in the business. 
“They’re a totally different 
proposition from the side that 
faced the Lions fast year - 
they’re wefl selected for a start 

- and I would also say that they 
have a distinct edge over the 
team that won the World Cup 
in 1995," Henry said. “Their de- 
fence is something else; in 
Henry HonibaH they have a 
unique outside-hali; someone 
who plays more physically than 
any stand-off in history.” 

Fbr all the rumbustious tal- 
ents of the Quinnell brothers 
and Martyn Williams* speed to 
foe breakdown, the TOsh do not 
possess the weight of forward 
musde required to force scores 
through sustained bouts of 
phyacal intensity. Sadly Allan 
Bateman’s absence from the 
outside centre position and 
Henry's apparent lack of inter- 


est in the flashing genius of 
Arad Thomas also deprives the 
Dragons of their most obvious 
attacking lock-pickers. Neil 
Jenkins will have to deliver a 
faultless 80 minutes with the 
boot, just to keep his country- 
men at the races. 

Pontypridd’s favourite son 
has kicked South Africa into an 
early grave before, of course, 
during last year's Lions toon 
Since then, though, one or two 
other elements of his rugby 
portfolio have failed to survive 
Serious examina tion, most 
notably when Thomas 
Castaignfede, his French oppo- 
site number; left Jenkins stand- 
ing m tales’ last appearance at 
Wembley in April. 

Given that only three Welsh- 
men - Dafydd James, Mark 
Taylor and Colin Charvis - sur- 
vive from last summer’s under- 
baked and overexposed Test 
fine-up, the Welsh should avoid 
a painful dose of Loftus Revis- 
ited today. But these Boks have 
a missionary zeal about (hem. 
A world record run of Test 


well as a precious Slam. It will 
be astonishing if those possibil- 
ities are not stifi alire ^Aen the 
crowds disappear back down 
Wembley Way this evening. 

Henry’s task, page 22 


WALES v SOUTH AFRICA 


at Wembley StatOum 

S Howartfa. Sale 15 P Mon tg om er y W Province 

<3 Thomas Cardiff 14 S Thrblandie Boland 

Mltiylor .Swansea 13 ASnyman Blue Bulls 

S dbta ................ ....Swansea 12 F Smith Blue Bulls 

D Jamas Pontypridd 11 P Rassoosv W Province 

N Jenkins Pontypridd 10 H HonibaH Natal 

R Howlay Cardiff, cape 9 JvandelMestbubKn ..Blue Bulb 

A Lnris .Cardiff 1 R Kampson Natal 

J Hump brays Cardiff 2 J Dalton — Golden Lions 

C Anthony .Swansea 3 A Girvtj Natal 

COubinell Richmond 4 KOtte Blue Bulb 

C Wyatt Llanelli 5 M Andrews —Natal 

C Chanda .Swansea 6 J Erasmus Free State 


ISSM 


nactThurs- 
of Quotations 
Send 


The fast Bre correct solutions to (his nedds 
day receive hardbacked copies of the 

_ Answers and winners’ nnmea will be _ 
solutions to Saturday Crossword. E OfBax 4WIL The Independent, 1 
Canada Square, Canary Whar£ London E14 5BL. Please use the box 
number and postcode and give your own postcode. Last weekfs wfa- 
nersPWooftlivde^GSai^Beeston;LAikjnsoii,SW{^S\ | fak^ 
ley, Louth; S deGrassi, Bournemouth. 


M Williams Pontypridd 7 AVentor Free State 


S Quinnell ..Llanelli 8 G ’Bekhmaiin 


Natal, cape 


17 H Eh 
Uemafly* 


(UandH). M D Msrr 
B Em (Swansea). 
(Rkbmoml). 


lEMRafv-iCanlim, 
*r (Ltmefin. 18 D 
M ttfle). 19 M VatHm 
Morris (SwansM). 21 
sea). 22 B MIBaim 



Ref er ee: S Dickinson (Australia) Kick -off: 3.00pm (BBC1 , 2.1 5) 



Houllier ready 
for Real battle 


AUspOTt 


GERARD HOULLIER has ac- 
cepted the reality that he could 
lose Steve McManaman but 
the Liverpool manager will not 
let him go without a fight 
A new contract for McMa- 
naman, who misses today’s 
game with Leeds because of an 
Achflfesfojury willbeoneofthe 
first tasks for the Frenchman 
following Roy Evans’ emotion- 
al departure on Thursday. But 
with Real Madrid having de- 
clared their interest after Liv- 
erpool’s Uefa Cup success 
against Valencia earlier this 
month, time is against Houlliec 
The Real Madrid president, 
Lorenzo Sanz, has claimed that 
progress has been made In ne- 
gotiations. “We've moved clos- 
er to the point where we can 
think about a satisfactory res- 
titution to the matter;" he sa id. 

McManaman cannot offi- 
cially talk to dubs until 1 Jan- 
uary bat his advisors can 
discuss his future with any in- 
terested parties. And Houllier 
knows there is httle Lrverpoal 
can do to stop Mc M anaman 
quitting if be wants to. A four- 
year contract, with a one-year 
option, is believed to be on the 
table, and HouBier said: “Steve 
has never hidden the fact that 
he wantedat one stage of his ca- 
reer to go abroad, and if he finds 
the opportunity this season, I 


by kjeran Daley 


will feel sorry for the dub and 
I will regret it becausel wotii 
like him to stay But I am notre' 
signed to him going and we wfi 
continue the battle to beep him 
at the dub." 

Houllier and his new assis- 
tant, Phfl Thompson, win* 
missing several top pfayart for 
their first game together 
against Leeds. incMgng 
Michael Owen, who haaaun- 
string problem but could he 
back for next weekend's trip to 

Aston Villa. Steve Staunton and 
Phil Babb are availably dta 
Fifa ruled that the ReptfiHcd 
Ireland players did notheteti 
miss the game nhufilL of 
Wednesday’s .intematfeil 
against Yugoslavia, but JKfoo 
McAteer is suspended. 

Tim flowers will be dpi 
Blackburn's goal for the Best 
two months after a freak tripl- 
ing ground accident and may 
need an operation to repair 
tendons inhisshoulder 

The gofidke^rersAfanKeUty 
and lan Bennett are about to do 
a £Sm-rated swap between 
Sheffidd United and Binnfag 
ham City. The Republic of Ife- 
lamrsKefiy met Trevor FOrbs 
yesterday to discuss terins 
about the transfer and ' 
pected to join aver the 
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LIFE IS IN THE MOVEMENT 


Fly-Back 



AVAILABLE AT SELECTED BRANCHES OF THE 
GOLDSMITH GROUP, ONE OF THE COUNTRY'S 
LEADING QUALITY IEWELLERS 
WITH OVER 150 BRANCHES NATIONWIDE 


g-olds*mit*h-s 


F QN 1 rSvS> , X EAREST stoci <«st call FREE 

on 0800 Goldsmiths iosoo 485376) , 



; v v £■■ 


v ton 










o* 



Tin 


l\hj 


Weekend review 


h' JuriUN D\m 



IN T? 


r V.C'- 


FtV 


15ACK 



*/ 


C O MM E NT 


JOHN WALSH: 
WHY EVERYONE 
LOVES EWAN 

profile PAGE 5 



ts & Books • Country & Garden • Travel 


WALCOTT: 
LIFE AFTER 
TED 

BOOKS PAGE 14 



REAL MEN 
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EURO STAR 
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Let them eat caviare 
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Flu- from Moscow and starved of resources and energy; the people of K a mch a tka Pe nins u l a are suffering a total collapse of soda! and economic life Sarah LeenlMatrix 

Abandoned by Moscow, Oktyabrski is starved of everything except the local caviare. The 


nuclear missiles have gone, taking most of the people and nearly all of the jobs. Welcome 
to Russia’s forgotten far east, where only vodka can obliterate the cold and despair 
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M id-afternoon 
yesterday, with a 
fresh squall 
whistling in from 
the sea, Gve 
dozen people 
filed in to the 
broken-down hut 
that passes for 
Oktyabrski’s village theatre, dusted the snow 
off their boots, and settled down for the big - 
and the only - event of tire day. 

They had nothing else to do. The power was 
’ off, as usual. The heating at home was mini- 
mal , even though the temperature was well 
below zero outside. The enem a and restaurant 
shut down long ago. Almost no one has a job. 
Why not while away an hour or two with the 
neighbours, even if it means the les s tha n 
glamo rous prospect of watching a children s 

potato-peeling race? . , , . 

Tunes are hard in much of Russia, but few 
places are as forlorn and abandoned as I uns 
community a village on the western edge of the 
Kamchatka peninsula. It is, as it is beginning 
to discover to its cost, on the very run of the 
vast Russian Federation, on a giant fi^er of 
land that points southward into the Pacific and 

towards Japan. . 

Eight years ago the entire region, the front 
line of toe Soviet Union’s easternnudear 
defences and a missile test-bed, wasdosedto 
foreigners, and even Soviet ataens hadtotave 
special permission to visit But Mos grip 

has grown feeble, and it is now barefy felt here, 
at the for end of a largely defunct supply hne. 
Even the regional capital, ^tropatf “ 
distant entity, separated by a four-hour car 
journey along what, in winter is nota nadbut 
a band of ice running across a wild, re“ig 
ated landscape of bin* forests and snow- 
covered volcanoes. 


“No one cares about us any more,” said 
Sergei Kazaxun; 45, a former fisherman. There 
is nothing left to do. Wb used to can toe winter 
the drinking season. But now it never ends.” 

He is not kidding. Local doctors say that in 
the last fortnight alone, five people - including 
two women - have drunk themselves to death. 
Their village, once a thriving Soviet fishing com- 
munity and a source of Moscow’s red caviare 
supply is fading away Seven years ago, there 
were 7,000 inhabitants. IWo-toirds have since 
left, migrating either elsewhere on the penin- 
sula or to what they call Russia's “mainland” 
in search of work and better conditions. 

The panning factory, which once employed 
1,000 people and rattled away round the dock, 
has shut The October Revolution fishing col- 
lective, which used to run 30 boats, has also 
closed after a foiled attempt at privatisation. 
There is no bank, no launderette, no sports 


already totally washed up, and will eventually 
be swallowed up altogether by the sea which 
laps at its edge. 

As this vast country lumbers painfully 
towards winter; anxiety has set in within the 
international community about the capacity of 
places such as Oktyabrski - and thousands of 
others scattered across Russia’s 11 time zones 
- to survive the next few months. No one 
seems certain that they wiH battle through, just 
as they have so often over past decades, 
weathering terror; war and the destruction of 
the entire social system. Opinions differ. The 
UN’s food and agriculture organisation has pre- 
dicted “spot food shortages” but not wide- 
spread ones. The international federations of 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent societies 
have launched an appeal of $l5m, saying that 
“a silent disaster” is afoot The US has extend- 
ed a $600m loan to Russia to bqy American food, 


by Phil reeves 


complex, no church, no pool and no steam 
baths. Half toe village school’s pupils have left 
The mud streets, choked with snow and rub- 
bish, have not been cleared for a month, 
because the local authority cannot afford the 
petrol for its refiise vehicle. 

Electricity is switched off for 21 hours a day 
because no one has paid the power stations. 
'Hie hea ting system is on low power despite 
the swirling snow, knee-high drifts and cutting 
sea winds. The few peeling, putrid, five-storey 
apartment buildings are covered with blisters 
of damp and rust The rest - a botcher’s par- 
adise of wooden barracks, builders’ lots, rust- 
ing storage depots, iron garages and twisted 
metal junk - is gently apart 

The place is turning into driftwood and flot- 
sam, toe wreckage of a community that is 


and has promised to send h umanit arian aid, 
including 13 million tons of wheat There have 
been dry assurances from Moscow that there 
is no cause for panic, despite a dismal grain 
and potato harvest this year 
Western security sources, cited by The 
Times this week, fear that Russia’s food sup- 
plies could run out within weeks, bringing the 
threat of unrest and thousands of westbound 
refugees. The reality is likely to be less lurid. 
It wffl not pay to be poor and weak, or elderly 
and ill, or very young, in Russia in the next six 
months. But for the great majority of the 147- 
mlHi on-strong population, the problem is less 
likely to be about famine and riots than abject 
misery chronic illnems and the side-effects of 
an economic decline worse than the American 
&eat depression, such as alcohol and suicide. 


The dwindling few who have stayed behind 
in Oktyabrski are typical of many. Their prob- 
lem is not so much a lack of food as a gross 
imbalance in their access to it Dairy products, 
including milk, and fresh fruit are in short 
supply. What little there is is too expensive for 
many to afford - especially after price hikes fol- 
lowing this year’s rouble crash. In the tiny 
snowbound outdoor market apples cost 40 
roubles- £1.60 - a kilo, the equivalent of a day’s 
pay for the handful of people who still have 
work. The able-bodied have filled their garages 
and basements with home-grown summer pro- 
duce from their allotments, mostly potatoes, 
and pickled tomatoes and cucumbers. But 
there is precious little fresh produce. 

“We live on rice and soup,” said Ludmilla 
Danyushfcina, 35, as she stood surrounded 
by a few meagre products in the elders’ hut 
that passes for a shop. She worries about the 
effect on her 12-year-old son, whom she is try- 
ing to bring 19 single-handedly on a monthly 
wage of £44. “We have very few vegetables. 
Every time I make soup there seems to be less 
to put in it" 

There is, however; plenty of fish. In feet, in 
one of toe more alarming examples of the 
breakdown of supply lines, the abundance is 
such that there are one-metre-high piles of 
rotting fish scattered around the village. Once 
the caviare has been gouged out of the car- 
casses, no one bothers to preserve the rest, 
leaving it to the scores of stray dogs, seagulls 
and the occasional passing bean 

Caviare is plentiful ”We eat about a bucket 
a yean” said Patyana Gerasimenko, toe head 
doctor in the local hospital. “In feet, we get com- 
pletely sick of it There comes a time when you 
just can’t eat it any more ” 

But you cannot five on caviare alone. The 
doctor says the effect of poor diet and dismal 
Continued on page 2 


CENT RA L AMliRIC A HU R R 1 C A Nt A PIT A L 


No-one can have missed the 
distrawng pictures showing 
the misery brought about when 
Hurricane Much swept through 
Central Amenca 12,000 dead, 
up to 2 million made homeless, 
crops destroyed, mads and 
bridges swept away, whole 
com mum ires lost 

Y Care International, pan ot 
the YMCA, have been active 
in Central Amenca for over 12 
yean with a network of local 
volunteers. 

Thousands of people desperatcly 
nced food, medicines, clothing 
and sheher. VTc are there now 
working to relieve the suffering 
and will be there for years to 
come. Please hdp the survivors 
overcome this temblc nightmare 
and rebuild their lives by send- 
ing whatever you can today 



OR CALL NOWON 

0800 013 1055 


As the water subsides, 
the nightmare begins 


HERE IS MY GIFT TO THE PEOPLE OF CENTRAL AMERICA 
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More exciting than the 
film: the truth about ants 

CULTURE 







What’s it like to be in 
a flop? The story of 
Antony and Cleopatra 

REAL LIFE 



Desire: it’s in your 
genes, not in your jeans: 
Simon Andreae explains 

PLUS 



Captain Moonlight: 
the New Statesman says 
he’s ‘brilliantly anarchic 
decide for yourself 

How singing can help 
you survive 

David Thomson: why 
1 hate children’s films 
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Hibernating Houses No 6: Norman, the gardener at Blickfing Hall, Norfolk since he was demobbed after the Last Wan tidies up for winter 

Letters to The Edito r 

Post letters to Letters to the Editor and include a daytime telephone number, fax to 0171 293 2056 or e-mail to letters@independent.co.uk 
E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity 


Brian Harris 


Climatic hot air 

Sir: Your report “World’s coral 
reefs are dying in the heat” 

(13 November) supports 
worrying evidence from 
WWF’s projects overseas that 
foe worid’s coral is dying oat 
The finding that this is mostly 
as a result of rising sea 
temperatures is yet another 
example of the need for the 
world’s governments to take 
immediate action to tackle 
climate change. 

As the Buenos Aires 
negotiations come to an end 
this evidence reinforces the 
need for countries around the 
world to stop stalling, stop 
looking for ways to buy 
themselves out of foe problem 
and start taking action to 
reduce their emissions of 
carbon dioxide. This can onty 
happen if Emits are placed on 
the use of all “flexible 
mechanisms” such as 
emissions trading, which act 
as a loophole to allow 
countries to avoid making 
reductions at home. Only 
when these limits are in place 
vrill the hot air have been 
squeezed out of the argument 
RUSSELL MARSH 
Energy andChmate Change 
Office r 
WWF-UK 

Godaiming, Surrey 

Sir Wind energy generation is 
not a technology that can ever 
have an impact on climate 
(“Windmill power set for 
major boom,” 12 November). 

Fbr the last 25 years 
governments around the 
world have pumped hundreds 
of millions of dollars in tax 
incentives and subsidy into 
wind “farms” and about 30,000 
wind turbines have been built 
Their installed capacity is 
8.000MW but because of the 
intermittency of wind- 
dependent generation their 
combined average output is 
about 2,OOOMW - the 
equivalent of just one 
medium- sized gas power 
station. The earfy players in 
the field like California have 
more or less abandoned the 
idea of wind power. 

Why therefore, does 
Michael Meachec the 

Krreim nnifint minister; have 

such an attachment to wind 
turbines? Could it be that to do 


something realty effective to 

iarM w tfa* praisgirm rtf un- 
called greenhouse gases - 
draconian restrictions on 
motor traffic and heavy 
pollution taxation -would be 
economically and politically 
costly? Turbines, however; 
being 300ft high, make a highly 
visible “green” gesture while 
opinion polls show that, except 
in the communities where they 
are built, they have reasonably 
wide public support 
ROBERT WOODWARD 
Country Guardian 
Twickenham, London TWl 

Sir; I found the timing of your 
report about renewable- 
energy ironic. On the day it 
was published I was visiting 
Border Wind’s Blytb Harbour 
wind-farm in the North-east to 
demonstrate the 
Government’s support and to 
see this innovative technology 
first-hand. 

The Department of Triade 
and Industry’s new and 
renewable energy programme 
already supports a wide range 
of projects related to wind 
energy aimed at both onshore 
and offshore development 
Since foe programme started, 
over £70m has been invested 
in wind energy. 

On coming into office this 
government inherited a figure 
of 2 per cent renewable 
contribution to UK electricity 
supplies. That figure will now 
rise to 5 per cent by about 
2003. 1 want to see that figure 
rise to 10 per cent by 2010 and 
am determined we will get 
there. 

On support for offshore 
wind developments, in 
September this year 1 took a 
major step towards 
generating electricity from 
offshore wind by launching a 
consultation document on 
greater support We are 
monitoring the development 
of foe offshore wind project at 
Blyth and assessing its 
commercial opportunities. 

We have already taken 
more action to deliver 
renewable energy in our first 
18 months than maqy even 
imagined possible. 

JOHN BATTLE MP 
Minister af State 
Department of Trade and 
Industry 
London SW1 


Stop hitting Iraq 

Sin The bankruptcy of Anglo- 
American policy towards Iraq 
is every Anymore apparent It 
is isolating Britain from its 
European partners mid the 
Arab world It is punishing the 
entire Iraqi people for 
Saddam Hussein, without any 
realistic prospect of bringing 
him down. 

The present government 
did not devise this brutal and 
stupid policy, but seems 
incapable of revising or re- 
examining it Itis in essence 
an American, not a British, 
policy; making cruisemissiles 
a substit u te for intelligent 
diplomacy. It sits oddfc with 
the idea of an “ethical foreign 
policy”. Tty telling that to the 
people of Baghdad. 

Britain has long links with 
Iraq, both cultural and 
political Our priority shouldbe 
to dismantle the US concept of 
“pariah states” (Israel also has 
atomic and chemical weapons, 
but is apparently not a pariah). 
A normal and open 
relationship with Iraq would 
benefit Britain, the Iraqis and 
the whole region. It would also 
be far more likely to 
unde rmin g Saddam W flSRe in 
Professor GERALD MOORE 
Udine, Italy 

It was worth it 

Sin “Was it worth it?", asks 
Harold Judd, a veteran of the 
First World War (report, 11 
November). Of course, Mr 
Judd is entitled, as so few 
others are, to ask this 
question, but I hope that he 
knows in his heart of hearts 
that it was worth it 

Our appreciation of the gift 
given to us by his generation 
(and those who fought in the 
Second World War) is not 
diminished by our ignorance 
of the price that was paid for 
it I am able to live and raise 
my children in peace and 
freedom, with only small 
worries, thanks to these men. 
And I shall endeavour to 
ensure that my children know 
enough about what has gone 
before to understand how 
lucky theyare. 

And to those who wonder 
why we now spend our time 
reading gossip about 
politicians and royalty Getter; 


11 November), I would only 
say: We do so because we can. 
Distasteful as it often is, it is 
infinitely preferable to lists of 
friends and family killed or 
missing in action. 
KIMIGOVIER 
Hintlesham, Suffolk 

Sir The veteran (report, 11 
November) asks of the First 
World Wan “Was it worth it?” 
The same question could be 
asked of foe second. 

Both wars were fought 
against a Germany wishing to 
control Europe. 

How ironic that our 
"suecess" in foe wars has 
brought about a situation, 
throuffofoeEuropeamUnion, 
when we are dominated by the 
Germans. 

The veteran and many 
others might well ask: “Was it 
worth it?" 

JKLHUGHES 

Folkestone 

Out and visible 

Sir. Of course a public figure's 
homosexuality is relevant- 
foough not to his or her 
suitability for a particular job. 
lb pretend irrelevance i3 to 
ignore the vital role of 
visibility in the con tinuing 
fight to promote tolerance. I 
write not to defend outing but 
simply to say that until gay 
men and lesbians no longer 
feel they have to hide their 
sexuality we desperately need 
out gay public figures. 

It is in this respect that the 
current arguments for privacy 
concern me. What exactly are 
we fighting to keep private? 
What a person actually does in 
bed should, indeed, be private. 
But arguing that 
homosexuality itself should be 
a private affair is so horribly’ 
apologetic -it not only 
acknowledges but bows down 
to prejudice and allows the 
bigoted not to confront their 
intolerance. And it gives us 
permission as lesbians and 
gay men to continue the 
hypocrisy - staying in the 
closet to protect our family's 
intolerance, for example, 
while condemning society's. 

Gay Pride is not about 
being proud in any arrogant 
sense -we’ve done nothing 
special, after alL But it is 
about a refusal to accept the 


converse of pride, which is 
shame. Please don't continue 
to promote the idea, however 
well-intentioned, foal it is 
right and proper to want to 
hide one’s homosexuality 
Special circumstances apart, 
such as the complex issue of 
homosexuality within a 
marriage, if you are not 
ashamed, what other possible 
reason could there be for 
keeping it private? 

ANTONY SMITH 
London SEl 

Sir; David Aaronovitch 
(Comment, 10 November) was 
right to draw a link between 
the “Nick Brown affair” and 
the suicide of a l^year-okl 
boy following anti-gay 
bullying. But the Government 
should be taking some of the 
flak which is being directed at 
The Sun. The Government is 
in a position to take a lead on 
this issue, but try its recent 
announcements that gay 
couples are not suitable to be 
adoptive parents and that the 
repeal of Section 28 is to be 
delayed, it has instead made 
dear its view that lesbian and 
gay relationships are not 
equal in value to heterosexual 
ones and has thereby 
contributed to a climate in 
which bigoted attitudes can 
continue to flourish and in 
which tragedies will continue 
to occur 

ISABEL HANDOVSKY 
London N4 

Home grown? 

Sir White at first sight, the 
prediction that sales of 
organic food will triple in the 
next four years is good news 
(report 7 November), this 
increase will come almost 
entirely from imports of 
organic produce. Currently, 60 
per cent of organic food sold 
here is imported, with simple 
items such as carrots and 
onions coming from far away, 
even though we are capable of 
growing these ourselves. It is 
sometimes hard to convince a 
consumer that an imported 
organic cauliflower at twice 
foe price is better than a 
chemically produced one 
grown only miles away. 

The amount of land under 
organic production in this 
country has remained static 


atless than l per centfor 
more than a decade. While 
there may be some significant 
increase in the near future, it 
will not in any way be 
sufficient to offset the huge 
demand to import even more . 
organic produce. As a national 
pressure group, the Soil 
Association has repeatedly 
failed to come up with any 
solution. It is time we took this 
issue, including the setting of 
organic standards, away from 

such voluntary groups and 
determine as a nation how we 
are to meet these demands for 
organic produce. 

MARK FISHER 
Shipley, West Yorkshire 

IN BRIEF 

Sin Apropos the actor Robert 
Lindsay’s lament (“Lindsay 
accuses critics ofrile plot”, 13 
November), when a play 
succeeds it is generally foe 
(Erector who is feted; failure 
often leaves the actor carrying 
foe cam It is, however unjust 
and unreasonable that Mr 
Lindsay should berate his 
critics for hfc real quarrei is 
with his director. Our major 
national theatres are currently 
experiencing a serious dearth . 
of competent direction; I walk 
out of more Royal Shakespeare 
Company productions than I 
survive. Mr Lindsay might be 
best advised to do likewise. 
MALCOLM ROSS 
Dartington, Devon 

Sir Contrary to Mohamed aT 
Eayed's assertions (You Ask 
the Questions, 11 November), 
Macmillan is delighted with 
foe remarkable sales 
performance of Tom Bower’s 
unauthorised biography- •• ? 
despite its non-appearance an. 
Harrods 1 shelves. 

MARI EVANS 
Editor 

MacmiBan General Books 
London SWl 

Sin Chris Harry’s interesting 
tetter 02 November) about 
underpants superseding 
shirt-tails poses a possible 
solution to foe problem of 
concern about Western 
European loss of sperm 
count. Down with underpants!! . 
HUW JAMES 
Swansea 
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Oktyabrski: life on the edge of oblivion 


Continued from page 1 
conditions can be seen on chil- 
dren who are suffering an 
increase in skin, stomach and 
respiratory conditions. The 
range of available medicines is 
extremely narrow, and likely to 
get narrower as supplies of 
imported pharmaceuticals dry 
up following this summer's 
collapse of the rouble and 
much of the banking system. 

It was not always thus. 
Under foe Soviet Union, the 
OkiyabrsM workforce was well 
paid by national standards 
because they got higher; 


“northern" pay to compensate 
for the tough conditions. Pyotr 
Bolichyov, 41, a local official, 
can remember when each 
year he could afford to go on 
holiday to the Black Sea, 
sometimes for several months 
at a time. Officially he's the 
head of the village's communal 
services department, in 
charge of heating and street 
cleaning. But, as his wages 
are two years late, and have 
been corroded by devaluation 
and inflation, he has turned to 
other work, providing another 
example of the survival skills 


on which many Russians now 
rely. He has become a poach- 
er. This summer he made 
43,000 roubles from red 
caviare sales. But even that 
source of sustenance is uncer- 
tain. The salmon do not come 
every yean When the winter is 
over be says he, too, will be 
moving out in search of work. 

So what are the authorities 
doing about it all? Today a 
government commission of 21 
officials will meet in Kam- 
chatka to discuss the prob- 
lems of the peninsula's remote 
communities. There are plans 



Remote c o m m u n ities are suffering the most 


for several fishing villages in 
the north to be evacuated alto- 
gether. But is hard to see any 
quick solutions, given the eco- 
nomic crisis gripping Moscow 
and the Primakov govern- 
ment’s penchant for making 
plans but doing tittle. 

Whether the international 
aid programmes find their tar- 
gets is an open question. Past 
efforts, notably a US humani- 
tarian project in 1992, ted to 
widespread corruption in Rus- 
sia. Having seen too many 
promises broken before, none 
SIPA of those Russians in real need 


will be holding their breath. 

Despite this there is a gen- 
eral consensus that the bulk of 

the Russian people will, once 
again, accept their fate without 
resorting to violent protest. 
“There won’t be any revolu- 
tions," said Kamchatka's First 
Deputy Governor, Boris 
Smchenko. No matter that he 
openly concedes that, after 
striking a deal which ended 
three weeks of electricity cuts 
in the regional capital, he can 

give no guarantee there will be 

no more power problems. 
“There is already too much 


blood in our history," he said 
wearily. He is probably right 
The tragedy is that seven, 
years after the end of Soviet 
communism, Russia should be 
discussing the issue at alL ' , 

apology 

Because of a production 
error, there were a 
number of serious 

^stakes in the interview 
with David Yclland that r 
appeared on the front' 

page of the Friday 
Review. Our apologies. 









THE WEEKEND REVIEW 

*oe Independent 14 November 1998 


LEADERS AND COMMENT/3 



^ ir " Aa*' ‘ 


y - 





)R 


I i 


<• 

:v? v 

— 

W - ■- 
*y* -:.••••’ 

'V :v-v* 
W« .1 

*Wjri 




Ms* ; •« *■-•■■ 

:t * •' 

ft ctV- 

Hr v 

A\ m -' ■ : ■ 
iy - 

V. f Ji* ■'• • ' 
A*> . • • ' 


l\ Bk: 


= tr-iZijii ■ ' ' 

. jk.-V 


<•' 




»«lt 




■i 


vion 


ft v" 


lr •••:- " 

SU£H , ' 

**• 

. j*- ; •" 


E** ' ■ 
pr ClL 











WHE INDEPENDENT 


The prince and 
the pauper, still 
placed at birth 


1 CANADA SQUARE, Canary Wharf, LONDON E14 5DL TELEPHONE; 017} 293 2000 OR 0371 345 2000 Fax; 0171 293 2435 OR 0371 345 2435 
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THE BIRTHDAY of the heir to the throne is 
not a very s igni ficant day in the life of the 
nation. But it does prompt a thought about 
the nature of elites and the balance between 
inheritance and merit in New Britain, the 
Young Country, to use Tony Blair’s phrase. 
For it is still the case that a child bom into 
a broken home on a sink estate is as 
predestined to live a life of deprivation as 
Prince Charles, on bis birth in 1948, was 
destined to a life of privilege. 

Not that Charles has had a good time 
exactly, as David Aaronovitch pointed out in 
these pages earlier this week. He has hw»n 
so burdened with a sense of duty, a preten- 
sion to intellectual seriousness and a series 
of impossible requirements at his swr 1 jfe that 
he has been as securely imprisoned in 
misery as any member of the imdpr riass 
When it comes to the allocation of unhappi- 
ness the Royal Family is an outstanding 
special case among the materially privileged 
classes, but that does nothing to dhnimsh the 
force of the argument that our life chances 
are overwhelming^ determined by the social 
circ umstan ces of our birth. 

Any parent can see how early the separ- 
ation into advantaged and disadvantaged 
begins. The class bias in breast-feeding; in 
the figures for parents who “smack” children 
under the age of 18 months, in the extent to 
which reading at home is at least as normal 
as watching television, and in the persistent 
inequality of health that Sir Donald Acheson 
has documented - these and many other 
biases mean that a system of educational 
apartheid is already well established fay the 
time children turn up for their nursery 
classes at the age of four. 

There is some evidence that social 
mobility has increased - albeit at a glacial 
pace - during this century. In that many 
people bom to working-class parents now find 
themselves in middle-class jobs. Indeed, the 
last Conservative government put some 
effort into trying to soften the impact of 
statistics showing a g rowin g disparity of 
incomes, by “proving” that people moved iq> 
and down the income scales more easily 
than in the past Unfortunately, the studies 
it commissioned made the apposite case, 
finding that the individuals in the bottom 
tenth of the income distribution at any one 
time might have moved up some years later, 
but rarefy out of the bottom third. 

At the top end of the scale, various 
professions are no longer dosed shops of the 
privately educated, and the story of rising to 
the top from humble origins is an increasingly 
common one. John Major’s journey from 
Brixton to Downing Street did serve as some 
kind of hopeful symbol British businesses are 
increasingly run by people who have risen on 
merit (almost all men, however). Stars in 
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sport and pop music are handsomely 
rewarded regardless of their background. 

There are signs, then, that the barriers of 
class, sex and race are eroding, but far too 
slowly. While British politicians have spouted 
the language of “meritocracy” at least since 
Harold Wilson, they have shown little under- 
standing of the concept. 

When MtehaelYbung invented the word in 
1958, it had a negative meaning. The creative 
genius, who helped write Labour's 1945 
manifesto and founded the Consumers 
Association, used it in his satire on British 
society. It was an attack on selection in 
schools and the ll-plus, in particular Simply 
rewarding “ability”, the egalitarian ybung 
argued, would create an embittered 
underclass of the less able. 

It was a curiously pessimistic vision for 
someone on the left and contrasts sharply 
with the shiny optimism of Tory Blair, who 
declares that, once the shackles of Old 


Britain are lifted, we will all “realise our true 
potential”, with the implication that such an 
outcome would somehow iron out all the 
awkward inequalities of academic, artistic 
and athletic ability and earning power 
However Michael, now Lord, Ybimg marie an 
important point, which is that a true merito- 
cracy is not egalitarian. Indeed it would be 
elitist, and a good thing too. Elites, provided 
they are not closed castes of inherited priv- 
ilege, are necessary for the functioning of a 
fair and efficient society. 

ButYbung was right about one thing, and 
that is the centrality of education. Bis argu- 
ment against the ll-plus carried the day, but 
we ended up with an embittered underclass 
anyway, because the real divisions in 
education were not tackled, in particular the 
most damaging divide between private and 
state schools. This month’s most telling 
statistic of soda! division was that state 
school pupils achieve higher degrees at 


Oxford and Cambridge than their counter- 
parts from private schools. This is proof that 
money can still buy an advantage in winning 
places at our 61ite universities. 

Modem meritocrats, however, must 
accept that rewards will be unequal, while 
striving all the time to m a k e them fair, in this 
we should be guided by “the veil of ignor- 
ance”, the great idea of the liberal phflosopher 
John Rawls. A sodety is fair, he argued, if it 
is so organised that we would accept it with- 
out knowing in advance what our place in it 
will be- in other words, if it is so organised 
that we would accept with equanimity the 
prospect of being bom either on a council 
estate or in Windsor Castle. 

It is one of Prince Charles's strengths that 
he has devoted much of his effort in public 
service to attempting to tackle precisely the 
problems of social exclusion experienced by 
those of less fortunate birth. We wish him a 
happy and inclusive birthday. 


You can make 
a difference 


BY YESTERDAY; Independent readers had 
raised £150,000 for disaster relief in Central 
America, devastated by Hurricane Mitch. 

After this week’s rather pointless spat 
about whether or not writing off debts owed 
by the governments of Honduras and 
Nicaragua was “relevant” to the immediate 
needs of the homeless, hungry and ill, it is 
gratifying to see private citizens responding 
so generously. Politicians should attend to the 
long-term causes of world poverty, and 
mobilise some taxpayers’ money in crises; 
but in an emergency like this one, a real 
contribution can be made by individuals. 

Keep the cheques coming in to the Disas- 
ter Appeal (see page 18. front section), and 
make a difference on the still sodden ground. 


Fear and self-loathing: in other 


o 


words, that difficult first novel 


NOT THAT you asked or are even 
remotely interested, but it has been a 
wretched week 

Home from foreign travels, Td been 
y. p lanning a soft landing on the planet 
1 domestica. But trouble is stirring. 
The carpenter has entered his sixth 
week in the kitchen (small terraced 
Victorian house) and announced that 
he needs more time and more money. 
I am weak and incompetent in these 
situations and so prepare to fork out 
Six weeks! I mean to be stem, but 
what’s the point? Friends assure me 
that it will take as long as it takes, 
whatever that means. 

then there has been the unremit- 
ting torment of work. More of it than 
I have had for a very long time. Tele- 
vision, radio, newspapers, projects 
long postponed now biting at my 

heels. Here there is ample scope for 

\ self-hatred Much offtcouH have been 
; done before now. . 

If only I had timetabled property. 
If only I were neat and practical, 
drew up lists and kept to ngorous 
schedules. I remember my wounded 
,.^j. „ w mm an fl twrdesmbed me 


a lace “like apig’s arse”. “Ybn big git,” 
I said “Why do you take on so much?” 

The face could not answer me, 
and I crept to bed muttering curses 
against myself. But the greatest 
injunction bearing down on me is not 
my work for the BBC or my co lumn 
for this organ. It is that most terrify- 
ing of all propositions - the first novd. 
Quite a few seasons have passed 
since I first raised the idea with soy 
hteraiy agent, a woman of great skill 
and legendary toughness. She was 
excited by the prospect and encour- 



pride wfaenanewspaperucb«»«M 
as somebody of “legendary per?^ 
dishevehnent”. Just now I feel the 


disnevennem . * * 

writer was being rather 
has been a week when toe hollow 
phrase “should have done, should 
have done" has followed on myheds 

from very earfy morning to latent 

There have been numerous dead- 
lines of varying degrees offayste^caj 


S^^omfoemademthelasti2 

months comes rolling hone. 


reflected on a countenanM of 
unremitting stupidgjwiiat ajgtt m 

the remoter parts of Ireland, be call 


all those who live by the immediate 
deadline, I was easily distracted. A 
crisis in Africa, a drama in Asia, 
another agony in Ireland. AU bad 
prior claim on my attentions. 

Sometimes in faraway hotel rooms 
I would at down with my laptop and 
attempt to get started. But my mind 
was invariably far away too tired or 
tipsy or preoccupied with the day’s 
events. Time raced on. My agent 
dropped a gentle reminder here and 
there, but she is not the kind of 
mvwm tn put the pressure on until she 
realty needs to. 

In the middle of my avoidance I met 

a friend for a drink and he asked me 

how the novel was going. “Ah it’s 
grand," I said feebty The truth was 
pint work had ground to a stan d s till . 

He smiled generousty and proceeded 

to tell me stay of the twoaqrirant 
writers meeting in a Dublin pub. One 
of them announces tentatively. “Tin 
writing a naveL” His colleague adopts 
a wary expression and replies: 
“Neither am L” My friend allowed the 

message to rink in and smiled again, 

this tfrne without generosity. “Get 
yonr skates on Keane,” he growled. 
It should not have been such a 


Fergal Keane 

I look in the mirror and 
reflect on what, in parts of 
Ireland, might be called a 
face ' like a pig’s arse’ 


terrifying prospect I had already 
produced three wcaks of non-fiction. 
AD had been wen received, and one 
had gone to the top of the best-seller 
lists. “Be confident, get organised,” I 
told myself. If I was honest I would 
have admitted to a large measure of 
feat Fear of not being good enough, 
of not having what it takes; fear of 
bring savaged by the critics; most of 
afi the fear of failure. 

Fve had plenty of praise and also 
some criticism for my broadcasting 
work. The Latteryou take as part of tte 
territory If yon think you can live by 
praise alone, get out of the business. 
The realty good critics, even thosewho 
are oocari»aIty<xuri, can help to keep 
us honest I believe in the adage 
“never complain, never explain". But 
a novel -now that is a higher level of 
risk altogether one that involves a 
much greater degree of self-invest- 
ment and exposure. 

It was my wife, my editor of first 
resort, who finally shunted me into 
action. She gave me a present of the 


collected prose and letters of Osip 
Mandelstam, a giant of 20th century 
Russian literature and a victim of 
Statin’s camps. I love Mandelstam’s 
poetry and last year read the twin 
masterpieces written by his wife, 

Nadaghria, ahtwit thrir-Kfo to gether and 

their forced separation; Hope Against 
Hope andHope Abandoned. Handing 
me the collected prose my wife 
seemed to be saying; “See what this 
man sacrificed fen: his writing. Get 
gang.” She understood, of course, that 
guilt is the quickest route to an Irish 
Catholic's heart 

A deadfine has been set for the com- 
pletion of a potion of the book. And 
that deadline is the only reality I 
understand. The date sits marked in 
red crayon on a piece ofpaper directty 
above my desk lMty agent reminds me 
constantly of how excited she is at the 
prospect of receiving a solid chunk of 
the work in progress. My anxiety 
level soars every time I hear this. But 
it will happen. It honestty will 

I am now fully on message, writing 
in every spare moment I can find. In 
the past, when writing non-fiction, I 
would get up vety earty in the morn- 
ing to write. But that was before Ihad 
a toddler roaming the house. Try 
getting up and started before a two- 
and-a-balf-year-old. Impossible. You 
are lovingly ambushed, dragged Into 
the maw of breakfast and dressing and 
endless questions. And, as a parent 
who still spends a lot of time on the 
road, It is incoarewable (©retreat from 
your child’s outstretched arms. 

A friend whose father is a well 
known novelist described howhe and 
his brothers would creep around the 
house whenever their father was 

writing. Their childhood was burdened 

by this authorial silence. Whatever 


distraction is caused in my house, 
there win be no tyranny of silence. Let 
laughter and crying and tantrums and 
happiness reign. 

This may of course, mean that I am 
not a proper writer From time to time 
I tell myself that a truly committed 
novelist would not be distracted by the 
domestic world, much less by the 
temporary thrills and passing glories 
of daily journalism. After thinking 
this for a few minutes I conclude that 
I know better I write when I can, when- 
ever I can. This is generally at night 
after the child has gone to sleep. I am 

a late-night nriirrml It Hi only thun that 

rqy brain cranks into top gear: 

In his book on writing fbr Love and 
Money, Jonathan Rahan has described 
the routine beautifulty: “K is a curious 
occupation, this business of short- 
distance commuting between the 
bedroom and foe study..." My study 
is in the attic; looking out over foe 
narrow gardens of London W4. 
Through the window in the roof I can 
see the jets stacking up before 
Heathrow; through the side window 
comes the frequent noise of tomcats 
battling it out in the gardens of 
Chiswick There are many of them, and 
they are fierce. 

I had always imagined writing a 
novel in some rural idyll in Ireland, 
walking on the beach to dear my head 
after crafting a thousand or so 
beautiful words. But now that the 
words have started to cone and the 
plot and characters are beginning to 
seem real, I need only the quiet and 
solitude of a house where everybody 
else is asleep. They are sleeping now. 
It is high time I was writing. 


The writer is a BBC News special 
correspondent 
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THE SALVATION ARMY 
ENTRAL AMERICA HURRICANE APPEAL 


Thank God 
we are there 


The Salvation Army has already helped 
save many lives from the ravages of 
Hurricane Mitch. But we urgently need 
donations to continue. 


The Salvation Army were among the first to 
respond to the disaster - providing food, 
clean water, shelter, and medicines to those 
in need, and we are working there still. You 
can help. 


Just £17 could provide food for 34 people 
for one day. £35 could provide 10,000 
people with one day's medical aid. £250 
will provide water purification for 1.000 
people for 1 week and £750 would 
provide a permanent shelter for a family: 


Please, use the coupon to send your 
donation today. It’U be put to good 
use as soon as we receive it 


Thank you. 



Please return this coupon and gift to: The Salvation Army, 
Room 327, 101 Queen Victoria Street, London EC4P 4EP 


I Here is my gift oft £I7Q £35Q £250*Q Other £[ 
| Name 


| Address 


-Postcode. 


| Please make cheques payable to; The Salvation Army ( 

1 Or please debit my Credit/Debit/CAF Card Expir y date j 
I Card No: IT. I I 1 i II I M II I I II 1 l ] f lTt l 

I Signed Date 1 

J The Salvation Army is a registered charity 1 


I^Gifcs of Q50 or more qualify for Gift Aid. 


I/I I 
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M. 
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MONITOR 


Iraq crisis * Armistice Day 


ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 

" Outing " homosexuals • Labour Party control • Female role models • Newt Gingrich s resignation 


ARMISTICE DAY 


Eighty years on, the world's press pays tribute 
to the dead and the veterans of World War One 


THE MIRROR 

UK 

WHO would have believed 80 years 
ago that there would be such scenes 
as the world witnessed yesterday? 
It says a lot for the human spirit that 
such remembrances can be held in 
a world which has changed so much. 
The First World War was to be the 
one which ended all wars. Vfe learnt 
at a terrible cost that was not true. 
Wars win continue as long as there 
are tyrants who want to conquer 
other countries or crush other na- 
tions. Yesterday was a time to re- 
member those who gave their lives. 
But EVERY day we need to re- 
member why. And do what is nec- 
essary to prevent another generation 
suffering the same agonies. 

4 

LE MONDE 
France 

IF EUROPE wants to affirm its ex- 
istence and its identity in the 2 1 st 
century, it must not forget the his- 
tory of countries once linked to its 
own. France wanted to honour Ab- 
doulaye Ndiaye, 104, the last sur- 
vivor of the Senagalese infantry 
men who distinguished themselves 
on the fronts from 1914 to 1918. Ndi- 
aye died Tuesday the evening before 
he was to he decorated with the Le- 
gion of Honour. But the blood debt 
is there, and France owes a debt to 
Africa, to Ndiaye’s children and 
grandchildren, in Senegal but also 
to his children here in France, with- 
out identity papers, in the streets of 
our d ties .Europe must not re-cre- 
ate itself by shutting the rest of the 
world out 

4 

The Guardian 

UK 

THERE IS something valuaWe in the 
way remembrance joins us with 
our forbears and requires us to 
stretch our imaginations to en- 
compass their lives, and deaths. 
Heavy injunctions about observing 
moments of sflence are unnecessary 
and counterproductive. Compulso- 
ry memory tike rote learning, tends 
to be short-run and empty. The sig- 
nificance ofllam on the 11th is only 
this. We take peace (in this part erf 


the hemisphere) for granted. An oc- 
casional moment of reflection on its 
blessings and its fragility has to be 
worthwhile. 

4 

Las Vegas Sun 

us 

WHILE ARMISTICE Day was origi- 
nally established to honour the es- 
tablishment of p e ace following a 
horrific waq this nation should re- 
member that many wars have been 
fought since. It is up to this nation 
to make sure that it is adequately 
prepared to fight a war; no matter 
how terrible, if in fact we are to con- 
tinue to have peace. While our na- 
tion must remain vigilant, we should 
reflect on the enormous price men 
and women paid to farther the 
cause of freedom. It requires re- 
flecting constantly on the horrors of 
war for Americans to comprehend 
the need for continued vigaance, pre- 
venting future tragedies. 

» 

The Sun 

UK 

On this somber anniversary, we 
should fall silent The two minutes' 
silence at 11 o’clock is a time to ho- 
nour those who died for their coun- 
try. Not just those who fell in the 
so-called “war to end all wars’ but 
those killed in Wbrid War H, Korea, 
Suez, Aden, Northern Ireland, the 
FaDdands, the Gulf and other the- 
atres of wan We enjoy liberty and 
peace today because they sacri- 
ficed their tomorrows. Ttoo minutes 
is so little to give in honour of those 
who gave so much 

4 

The age 

Australia 

Anzac Day has become a de facto 
national day Much of the nation will 
pause to reflect upon the contribu- 
tion of those who gave much, some- 
times all, for their country. Whether 
it is from curiosity or respect, it is 
asignfrfnurwLrHri gthwningmatair ity 
More certain is the role war played 
in forging our nation. More certain 
still is that we should never forget 
the sacrifices made, or the ulti- 
mate futility of war 


Saddam must be stopped 


THE JERUSALEM POST 
Israel 

UNTIL NOW, the Cfiaton administration has 
seen support for the Iraqi opposition as 

Contr adictin g its to fwalnhiin tho TIN 

inspections regime. The current crisis, 
whether or not it results in the final 
demise of UN inspections, is an opportun- 
ity to change course. Fonner US president 
George Bush righity recognised Iraq’s in- 
vasion of Kuwait au the first major chal- 
lenge to the post-CoId War world order. 
Clinton now has the o pportu nity to show 
that the world has learned from the wars 
of this century that democracies must be 
willing to decisively confront aggressive 
dictatorships, before they become even 
more dangerous. 


HONG KONG STANDARD 
China 

SADDAM HUSSEIN’S determination to 
prove himself is costing his people dear His 
first politically tactless move nearly 10 
years ago - his invasion of Kuwait - 
awakened even his Arab neighbours to 
possible dangers. So it was easy to build 
a worldwide consensus against him. But 
now tiie world is tiring of Washington 
flexing its military musdes, as well as of 
Saddam's antics. The more the Iraqi 
leader thumbs his nose at Washington and 
the UN itsdl the more his stock rises 
among strongly nationalistic Arabs who fed 
they have been grievously wronged fry the 
West. But at what cost is this image 
braiding? The Iraqi people are suffering be- 
cause of sanctions. Surely their welfare 
counts for something? 


Sydney morning herald 

Australia 

THE GREATEST need is as it always has 
been, to see Saddam and all he stands for 
removed. That can never be fiiDy achieved 
by external force, at least not with safety. 
It depends on forces within Iraq to ensure 
that, when Saddam goes, his departure is 
not followed by chaos but a transition, as 
orderly as can be hoped far in such cir- 
cumstances, to a more internationally re- 
sponsible government The Australian 
Government is right to support President 



CRISIS IN IRAQ 


World opinion on Iraqi President Saddam Hussein's defiance of the UN 


Clinton’s decision to move against the Iraqi 
re gim e as the only appropriate response 
to Saddam's defiance of the UN. Bui the 
search for a wider solution, bqyond the use 
of military force, must continue, for the 
sake of the Iraqi people, their neighbours, 
and world peace. 


The economist 

UK 

THE DANGERS of letting Hussein run 
amok go far wider than the GuH Iraq's de- 
fiance will encourage other budding Sad- 
dams and badly undermine confidence in 
all the nuclear; chemical and biological 
arms control treaties that Iraq has broken. 


and that were devised to help keep some 
order in a dangerous world. The Security 
Council is one of the few mechanisms for 
ta ckling such threats to world peace, and 
it should do so. But if it will not, or cannot, 
respond to Iraqi belligerence, its divi- 
sions should not stop others - in this case 
America with as broad support as possi- 
ble - from doing so. The worst outcome of 
all would be to let Iraq thumb its nose at 
the world and get away with it 


La repubbliga 

Italy 

PUNCTUAL AND predictable Saddam Hus- 
sein has war projects in mind again. This 


time, however, he faces a different Clinton 
from the one in August Clinton is now a 
very strong opponent He’s no longer sus- 
pected of trying to downplay the Lewinsky 
scandal by launching military operations. 
Instead, he has renewed his impeccable 
credentials as peacemaker between the 
Palestinians arid the Israelis. Now he in- 
tends to settle the bill left by Bush who or- 
dered victorious Gulf froops to end fighting, 
thus leaving Saddam's ambitions and re- 
pressive army intact Everything indi- 
cates that this time, Saddam will not get 
away with a compromise at the llth hour. 
Faced with Clinton's wrath, Saddam has 
nothing to protect his people from the con- 
sequences of his still more atrocious and 
hopeless “bluffs”. 


“OUTING” HOMOSEXUALS 


Editorial views on the highly charged issue of 
“outing” gays and lesbians in public life 


LABOUR PARTY CONTROL 


Comment on the New Labour's management 
of candidates for regional office 


FEMALE ROLE MODELS 


Verdicts on the announcement by Baroness Jay 
of acceptable role models for today's teenage girls 


The Guardian 

THE SUN is not just out of 
touch, it is also wrong. The 
“fears” of a homosexual cabal 
are baloney. The politicians it 
names do not form a single 
coherent faction: on the con- 
trary, they could all be identified 
with competing elements 
within the Cabinet Nor are 
they a secret society: after all, 
being gay is not like joining the 
masons, where one chooses to 
become a member. The Sun's 
effort is in the worst tradition 
of conspiracy theories through 
the ages. Such a tactic has no 
place in our national dialogue. 

4 

Daily Mail 

TOWARDS THE idea of reducing 
the age of homosexual consent, 
hostility remains strong. Given 
this deep and abiding repug- 
nance towards a measure 
sought by only a small minority 
in the country, the Govern- 
ment's stubborn determina- 


tion to get it onto the statute 
book is almost inexplicable. An 
administration so adroit at in- 
terpreting the popular mood 
would surely be wise to think 
again. After all it is now gen- 
erally known that of the 17 
men in the Cabinet before the 
Davies resignation, at least 
four; almost 25 per cent were 
homosexual. If the voters were 
to form the resentful suspicion 
that there is a connection 
between that statistic and the 
strange unwillingness to heed 
public feeling on tills emotive 
issue, ministers would have 
only themselves to blame. 

♦ 

The Sun 

IS BRITAIN being run by a gay 
Mafia of politicians, lawyers, 
Palace courtiers, TV bigwigs - 
or even police officers? The 
public has a right to know how 
many homosexuals occupy 
positions of high power Their 
sexuality is not the problem. 
The worry is their membership 
of a closed world of men with a 


mutual self-interest Only the 
whole truth - not the partial 
truth Downing Street has been 
dispensing - will dear the arc 
We have a right to know about 
secret liaisons which might ex- 
plain why certain policies are 
persistently pursued. Honest 
politicians have nothing to fear 
from the truth. To others who 
tremble to tdl the real stars we 
simply say: come out and end 
the doubt 

♦ 

The Mirror 

THE WAVE of sentiment which 
carried Tbny Blair to power and 
swept the nation after Diana’s 
death showed how compas- 
sionate we have become. It is 
a fresh spirit in tune with the 
times and the birth of a new 

pmta iry anri millenni um. Thfrr** 

can be no room for narrow- 
minded bigotry which scars 
those who hold it as well as 
those who are its victims. A 
growing majority are willing to 
judge people on what they do, 
not on what they are- 


NEWT GINGRICH'S RESIGNATION 


Judgements on the departure of the Speaker of the US Congress 


THE OREGONIAN 
US 

HIS LEADERSHIP style caused 
many of his lieutenants to 
chafe, but it kept a lid on their 
animosities. Now the lid is off. 
Gingrich's decision is not the 
best thing that could have hap- 
pened to the COUntzy right now. 
It diminishes the prospect of a 
rational conclusion to the 
House’s impeachment inquiry. 

4 

DE VOLKSKRANT 
Netherlands 

REPUBLICANS WILL have to 
look fur new leadership outside 
of Congress, and that increases 
tee chance for the Bush broth- 
ers to steer their party back to 
the political middle. But that 
could be preceded by an inter- 
im with many bloody heads. 



NEUE ZUERCHER 
ZEITUNG 
Switzerland 

HIS RESIGNATION shows that 
not every politician dings on to 
office regardless of the conse- 
quences. Gingrich was more 
than just a speaker: he largely 
shaped Republican politics 
after the Reag&n-Bush era. 


But his four years as Speaker 
brought anything but a series 
of successes for the Republi- 
cans. The rebel wasn't always 
a prudent king; 

4 — — .... 

The Spectator 

UK 

GINGRICH is the loser of the '98 
election. Stunned to find some- 
one in Washington going down 
even foster than Monica, Pres- 
ident Clinton generously salut- 
ed the Speaker as a “worthy 
adversary”. Alas, the Democ- 
rats’ House Leader; Dick 
Gephardt, cruishig past Newt’s 
bullet-riddled body ” m tee gut- 
ter; couldn’t resist reversing 
back over it: “I hope that who- 
ever succeeds Newt as Speak- 
er will immediately begin tee 
process of repairing the dam- 
age teat was inflicted over the 
last four years.” 


THE GUARDIAN 

TWO OF Labour’s deepest in- 
stincts are at war One is the 
co mmi t ment to spread power 
around, tee other the urge to 
keep every last shred of it to 
itself. At issue is a simple ques- 
tion: now that Blair hps en- 


Assembty. The Blairites are at 
last teaming teat, to adapt Lin- 
coln’s adage, you may control 
all of the people some of the 
time, and some afthe people all 
of the time - but notaH of the 
people all afthe lima 

♦ 


trusted local communities with 
power; will he let than pick their 
own leaders? Labour has failed 
to understand tee logic of de- 
volution. It stQl believes tee 
usual rules of party discipline 
apply, still assumes the old 
hierarchies of obedience can 
remain in place as tee system 

itself is I ransIhnDpd. TTp whpn) d 

let London pick whoever it 
likes. If he gets involved, be gets 
blamed. If he stays out, he can 
let them malra their own deci- 
sions -and their own mistakes. 
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Daily Mail 

LIVINGSTONE AND Morgan 
are defying attempts to prevent 
them running for Mayor of 
London and leader of the 'Wfelsh 


EVENING 

STANDARD 

THERE ARE no signs that 
Labour has yet identified a 
credible star to rival Mr Living- 
stone. AQ the signs suggest 
that Mr Blair and his col- 
leagues have got themselves 
into a tangle about Labour’s 
mayoral candidate, without 
much idea how to get out of it 
Livingstone will give them no 
help. Why should he? He has 
nothing to lose, and nothing 
would wmiw him more gleeful 
than to triumph over the New 
Labour machine. It is too soon 
to say how this story will come 
out, but Downing Street will be 
very rash if it supposes that the 
Livingstone bid can be dis- 
missed or easily crushed. 


Quotes of the week 


“It’s nice to know that my famfiy is safe for life, espe- 
cially when we are going into a recession.” 
Marjorie Londine, William Hague’s aunt, who has 
just won the National Lottery 

“I do not go to see tee girls. I am very fond afPeteh 
and sometimes I talk to the dancers about computers.” 
Tterry Mqjor-BalL explaining his visits to Peter 

Strmgfellow’s night-dub 

“God is in Spaghetti Junction as much as 
anywhere else.” 

Archdeacon John Barton, Bi rmingham Cathedral 

“The actor I feel really dose to is Charlie Cha plin, be- 
cause I am on tee same wavelength as him. ” 
George Cares; Archbishop of Canterbury 

“I cartt believe Alun Michael is the Secretary of State 
for Wales, It's a triumph for mediocrity. I should know: 

he fives five doors firom me.” 

Marc Cranfield- Adams, ex plaining why he ha% re- 
joined tee Tories after defecting in 1995 


THE SUN 

ROLE MODELS are very im- 
portant Leading by example 
can inspire people to high 
achievement But is a pop star 
or an actress tee right person 
for teenage girts to follow? Wb 
have nothing against GeriHaOi- 
weD (until she sings). But she’s 
all image and no substance. 
Girls should be encouraged to 
model themselves on nurses, 
businesswomen or teachers. 
That’s what they should 
wannabe. 

4 

- Daily Mail 

LIKE SOME girlie mag in need 
of yet another pathetic face-lift, 
the women’s unit was yesterday 
relaunched by teat bevy of 
women ministers, Jowell, Jay 
and Liddell The ever-eamest 
Ms Jowell has just been polit- 
ically empowered to make the 
staggering revelation that 
many girls are more likely to 
look up to their mothers than 



scending guff demeans both 
government and women. New 
Labour’s apology for a women's 
unit - an idea whose time has 
gone -is dwindling into the pol- 
itics of gesture at its most 
patronising. 

4 

THE TIMES 

THE BIGGEST achievement of 
the Women's Unit will be if it 
manages to co-ordinate think. 
mg across departments without 
creating a bureaucratic burden 


of its own. Too often policy is ' 
made or laws passed that, out - 
trf thoughtlessness rather than 
malice, are worse for women 
than for men. But the test for . 
this administration will be if. . 
joined-up thinking is turned 
into joined-up action. ’Hie final . 
test of success wfll be when a 
Women’s Unit is genuinely w> 
longer needed at all 

♦ 

New Statesman 

TEENAGE GIRIiS, pa tromsdngly 
cast as a tribe of Spice Girl 
groupies, were depressed. So, 
one hopes, was tee Women's 
Unit, undermined by a paradox 
of its own devising. Its better - 
ideas were reasonably aired in 
serious newspapers beloved of ; 
the Seventies feminists whose . 
priorities it has remaindered ' 
Ordinary giris and women, its 
new targets, would onty have ' 
inferred that the new aim is the - 
Barhiefi cation of Britain - an 
outcome best described, in., 
male tribal parlance, as a spec- ; 
tacular own goaL 


to pop stars. Such conde- 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Stories from around the world 


The Providence 

JOURNAL 

US 

WHEN DOES Modern Art be- 
come old, or at least nonmod- 
emart There's no question teat 
tfen Gogfa, who died in 1890, and 
Seurat, who died in 1891, are no 
longer "new” artists. But com- 
pare with Old Masters from, 
say tee Italian Renaissance, 
are they realty so old? Ybu 
could easity spend an afternoon 
pondering whether 'Vfcn Gogh's 
violent landscapes, or Seurat's 
peculiar technique, have more 
in common with the artists 
who preceded them or followed 
them. To our eyes, at least, 
when you look at a Seurat or 
Ym Gogh, you think of Modem 
Art Which leads to another 
question:# toe passage of time 
defines modernity then what 
about tee other works in tee 
Museum of Modem Art? WQl 


theyhave to be shipped, indue 
course, to an’okT museum, and 
replenished with newer paint- 
ings? 

4 

The bangalore 
Age 

India 

THE POLICE last week raided 
a public bate run by eunuchs in 
the heart of a city suburb after 
complaints by people in the lo- 
cality that tee hamam was 
being used for prostitution. 
However, no arrests were 
made. It turned out that eu- 
nuchs could not be arrested 
under the Prevention of Im- 
moral Traffic Act because of 
their peculiar sexual charac- 
teristics, a police officer ex- 
plained. The public bath, which 

has six bathing rooms, has 
been run by the eunuchs for the 
past two and a half months. 


The Daily Star 

Bangladesh 

SOME POLITICALLY irate 
truckers thick-headedty • 
parked their vehicles haphaz- ' 
ardly at Shanir Akhra. The' 
highways saw a 20 km-tong - 
traffic hold-up lasting over 
seven hours. Thousands of 
stranded travellers hurtled J 
along on a marathon walk to ; 
Dhaka . The truckers would ■ 
have been sued in another?" 
country Why not generate pub- 
lie interest on the subject of vi- . . 
olateig the fundamental rightof 
passage through highways and: 
public thoroughfares? We need . * - 
a deterrent leglslatioatoputarf i 
end to the pernicious trend. " - 


Research by - 
Sally Chatterton 
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COMMENT/5 


Excuse me? You’ve never seen a vodka luge? 


ONE birthday, and three extra- 

]?J!! nt »J >ai 3! cs 0n “ownrtivB 
flights for a thousand guests bear- 
ing who knows how many aft- 
wnipped bottles of designer 
after -^ave. There are, it serais, 

some benefits in being Prince of 

wales and reaching 50. The last 
thrash is tonight at Highgrove. 

Sadly, I won't be able to malrg it 
Wfe are having a parly of our own 
at home and by the time I've es- 
corted umpteen eight-year-olds 
back on the Tube from the Rain- 
forest Cafe (last year I lost one) I 
know I wont have the energy to 
make it up to Gloucestershire. 

Pity. It would have been inter- 
esting to see Prince Charles’s wow 
ractfH; and before you accuse me of 

indelicacy -perish the thought, rtn 

a royalist through and thro ugh -^ 
better explain that the wow factor 


is the yardstick fay which profes- 
sional party organisers measure a 

successful thrash. 

The wow facta; for instance, at 
a party last Christinas hosted by a 
merchant bank was the 6-ft-h^fa 
vodka luge. Then there was the 
man-made ocean built into Bat- 
tersea Power Station far - 

Pm so sony did someone say 
they didn't know what a vodka 
luge was? Forgive me, we urban 
sophisticates tend to assume 
erroneously that vodka luges are as 
common as fish suppers. 

5br the record, then, a vodka 
luge is a large ice sculpture made 
to order in any shape you Efee, 
through which a hole is drilled from 
top to bottom and then filled with 
a continuous flow of vodka. When 
you want a sing you just stickyour 
mouth over the hole at the bottom. 



SUE ARNOLD 

What can you expect 
from a £60,000 party 
- champagne certainly, 
but caviare is out 


Corporate logos are the preferred 
shape for the vodka luge. More 
flamboyant hosts - pop stars, TV 
cooks, royal hairdressers - go Car 
something a bit more risque, such 


as matching male and 
torsos. No, don't ask. 

Talking of ice, the latest party 
fashion is to have the bar made 
entirety of ice, “I adore lighting an 
Ice bar. You can get some marvel- 
lous effects,” purred a party or- 
ganiser “The only problem is, they 
take three days to melt" 

Now; that would have been ideal 
far Prince Charles. The ice bar at 
Hampton Court Palace last Thurs- 
day night could have been driven 
down to Windsor far Friday and 
then on up the M4 to Highgrove far 
the party tonight 
Penny-pinching, on the whole, is 
not uppermost in people's minds 
when p lanning parties, advised 
my good friend Tbm, who's in the 
business. T\ro hundred quid a head, 
300 guests is the sort of thing his 
clients are looking fan although he 


has just done a party for 30 people 
which worked out at £16,000 a 
head, not including the two 15- 
seater Gulf Stream jets. Good grid 
I squeaked, where were they 
going? Tbm said it was more than 
his job was worth to divulge such 
confidences. OK, so they're going 
to th»s unnamed destination, and 
then what do they do for £16,000 a 
head, 2 persisted? “Unnamed 
things,” said Tbm. 

Incidentally that ocean I was 
talking about at Battersea Power 
Station was for the knees-up Rup- 
ert Murdoch threw to launch Sty 
TV. Fbr me the real wow factor 
would have been Mr Murdoch and 
his doser associates sailing across 
said ocean in a beautiful pea-green 
boat that subsequently capsized 
with no survivors. No. that’s un- 
charitable. Make it a proper yacht. 


So what can you expect to get 
from a party* costing £80,000? Hot 
and cold running vintage cham- 
pagne and beluga caviare? The 
champagne certainty, but caviare 
is definitely out Retro is in, bangers 
and mad), fish and chips. Fbr sane 
reason debs like bagels. As for 
venue, I am reliably informed that 

the London Dungeon, the Natural 
History Museum rad the top of the 
NatWest Budding are dreadhifly old 
hat, whereas the ticket office of AkJ- 
wych Thbe Station, now defunct, 
and the Whitechapel Gallery have 
a waiting list 

“Wbw factor” mused Neil, an- 
other professional organiser. “Well, 
I suppose the sexiest party I went 
to last year was the Romeo and 
Juliet event up in Hampstead The 

theme was red roses. When you ar- 
rived you were greeted with a 


glass of champagne in a red glass 
with a bent green stem. Talk about 
detaiL Then there were a series of 
incredible rooms. Hie first was 
Greek - pillars and caryatids; the 
second was an English garden 
with tots of people dressed as elves 
and pixies, not gnomes, who ran up 
and kissed you and then rushed 
bade into the bushes. A bit strange 
that, come to think of it" 

I doubt thcrell be many elves 
and pixies up at Highgrove tonight. 
Prince Charles is a rather square 
host His favourite band is The Dark 
Blues, which played at his 2lst and 
is still going strong. “Listen guys, 
forget the wow factor." I can hear 
him saying to the party' planner. 
“The ice bar. bangers and mash, 
and Mrs Parker Bowles coming out 
of a cake on the stroke of midnight 
are good enough for me." 


The Saturday Profile 

Ewan McGregor, actor 

Addicted to the 
starring role 


THE IMAGE ofEwan McGregor that stays 
most clearly with those who have seen 
Shallow Crave, is of him raffing on the flora 
Alex, the cocky Edinburgh journalist 
played by McGregor in his debut feature, 
has stumbled, along with his flatmate on 
a suitcase full of cash. Having disposed of 
its dead owner they are all suddenly rich. 
They discuss the need fbr caution, for 
restraint, the need to eschew any signs erf 
extravagance... It is the cue for McGregor 
to explode into a riot of expenditure, to 
d rown in champagne at a posh black-tie 
dinner and to spraw l orgasmicalty on the 
polished dining-room floor under Kerry 
Flax's dominating heel, a gi gpHnff incorri- 
<> gihip kid deli ghted fay his mm naug htiness. 
t Which is precisely how McGregor him- 

self comes across, no matter how diverse 
the characters he has played in his crowd- 
ed schedule of 10 films in four years. The 
most popular and most celebrated, film 
star of his generation, he takes on unfea- 
sible amounts of work, throws Mmselfinto 
wildly eclectic roles (from Emma to Star 
Wars), has taken on the stage with a play 
just starting at the Hampstead Theatre and 
through it all, has a high old time both on 
and off set Despite b ein g a famously 
doting family man, he is a legendary 
drinker hell-raiser and party animal. He 
wp«s nicknam ed “Ewan Mcf Jgger” by The 
Mirror. He turns up in the inner sancta of 
Celebrity Nitelife - on the eve of the 
Scotland vs Brazil World Cup match, he 
was in the Paris bar where Stan Coflymore 
thumped Ulrika Jonsson. Journ ali sts love 
1 him because he gossips indiscreetly about 
fellow actors, and sounds off about the 
iniquities of the Holtywood “ m a ch i n e”. At 
the Scottish People’s Film Festival, after 
a screening of Trainspotting where they 
bleeped out offensive words, he accepted 
an award and said: “Fbr those of you who 
missed it, the words were fuck, feck, fuck- 
ing, fuck and feck." He revels in excess, get- 
ting stupendousty drunk to a degree that 

makes his friend Liam Gallagher look like 
John Selwyn Gummer. 

He is pure energy, the eternal yes, the 
uncon tamable id, the go-forat dreamer the 
try-anything-once headcase. 

In Trainspotting, his eyes shone with a 

mad light as he embraced destruction: “No 

thanks.” he said, turning down the offer erf 
preliminary drinks, “IT1 just proceed 
direetty to the intravenous injection ofhard 
f drugs...” InALifeLessOrdxnary,hewas 
the hopeless loser who kidnaps the feisty 
Cameron Diaz. And this week, he can be 
found in a cinema near you, going berserk 
on a rock’n’roll stage with his trousers 
round his ankles. . , , 

It is a scene that every viewer of Wtatf 
Goldmine gleefully anticipates: the first 
sighting of Curt Wild, a demonic, hyper- 
active American rocker Wild/McGregor is 

on stage, dealing with a hosffleand beck- 


almost eclipses the memory of Iggy Pop, 
the exhibitionist front man of the Stooges, 
on whom Curt Wild is dearty based. 

“I was worried I wasn’t going to make 
it through the number because Tm not very 
fit," he told Interview magazine this 
month, “but as soon as the camera started 
turning, I stopped worrying because this 


life Story 

Origins: Bom 31 March 1971, in 
CrfefF. Scotland. 

Family background: Father, Jim, a 
teacher at Crieff’s Morrison’s 
Academy; mother Carol, deputy 
head of King’s Park High School in 
Dundee. His uncle, actor Denis 
Lawson. Brother, Colin. RAF pilot. 
Vital statistics: 

Married. Eve (right), 
a Bench production 
designer, with 
daughter.' Clara. 

Draining: Guildhall 
School of Music and 
Drama. 

First role: Private Hopper in 
Dennis Potter's Lipstick on Your 
Collar on TV. 

Films: 21 , from Being Human 
(1 993) to James Joyce in Nora, 

Nick Leeson in Rogue Trader and 
Star Wars. Episode 1. 

Current role: Bisexual title role in 
a play, Little Velvet Malcolm and his 
Struggle Against the Blue Room 
Voice, co-starring Jane Horrocks. 
On his influences: "Sex, my uncle, 
and black-and-white movies." 
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oon at tile crowd, waves his perns m their 

ces and bounces around like a madman, 
is a display of ballistic egomania that 


mad stuff started happening. The fact 
that he was facing a crowd of actors 
rather than rock fans didn't bother him; he 
was in the Brixton Academy stage, 
getting his rocks off. 

“It was great to be there at 4am in front 

of 400 extras, getting paid well for doing 
something that would normalty end you up 
in prison,” he told Time Out 

He was living out a fantasy. In his 
teens, he would routinety play BiHy Idol's 
“Rebel Yar at colossal volume before going 
to school in the morning. He grew up in 
Griefi; a small town in Perthshire, Scotland, 
and attended the grandly named Morri- 
son’s Academy a private school where his 
fatherwas the PE teacher; his mother was 
deputy head of a Dundee high school. 

The burden of two magisterial parents 
gave the boisterous adolescent an attitude 
problem; he suffered from depression, 

and was hauled before the headmaster far 

antisocial behaviour At 16 be left school, 
to genera! relief, and headed foe Perth 
Repertory Theatre. 

His ambition to be an actor was sealed 
by the age of nine. He attributes it to three 
things: Ms passion for black-and-white 
movies on television; his chronic adoration 


for every principal boy in every pantomime 
he attended; and the influence of his 
uncle, Dennis Lawson, the actor and 
singer best known far his starring role in 
LoctrfHero. Lawson used to visit Ms Perth 
relations, travelling up from London in his 
cool flares and Afghan coat and bringing 
a whiff of green room glamour and 
metropolitan trendiness to McGregor's 
provincial backyard. Ewan left home, took 
a drama course at Kirkcaldy College of 
Technology, then headed for London, aged 
17. His first film part was as an extra in A 
Passage to India, when, he said, “my fife 
west into widescreen. I had a ball, and the 
depression lifted”. In his final year at the 
Guildhall School of Speech and Drama, he 
got a breakthrough: a part in Dennis 
Potta's Lipstick on your Collar, in which 
he played a disaffected War Office clerk who 
fantasises about becoming Elvis, and 
shook a mean tail-feather in the rode” □'roll 
dream sequences. The part could have 
been written for him. 

At 23, as Alex in Shallow Grave, he 
looked every inch the new star on the block 
— handsom e, callow; devious and damnabty 
sexy At the end, when he is once again tying 
on the floor GTs a motif of the film) but with 
a hngalritriifln knife flkBW CTIDg big arm tn 

the lino, he manages a radiant grin that 
sums up all the seta’s indomitable, un- 
sinkable life force. It was a good year for 
Mm - 1994. He’d met Eve Mavrakis. a 
French set designer; on the set of 
Kavanagh QC , the legal-eagle television 
drama series. They were married in 
France a year later “I completely believe 
I will be with her for eveq” he says ferventty 
“and that well go through everything 
together Otherwise I woulrirft be married." 
They now have a daughter Clara, who will 
be three in February, and live in some 
luxury in Belsize Park, north London. 

Shallow Grove was the first feature by 
(he gifted troika of Danny Boyle (director), 
Andrew McDonald (producer) and John 
Hodge (writer). They were all together at 
the Sundance Film Festival, when they 
heard tlfat Channel Fourhad agreed to co- 
finance TrainspottiTig, from Irvine Welsh's 
best-sdDng boot They gave McGregor the 
script to read, but without guaranteeing 
Mm the key role of Renton. “He was like 
a Christinas present" McGregor said of the 
part Td been waiting for Mm to come 
along andwhen I read tee script I thought, 
well, here he is - here he comes. Fbr 
months beforehand, I thought about noth- 
ing else, and I threw myself into it 100 per 

cent and played him with a passion.” 

It was a curious kind of starring role - 
a skinny, crop-haired, pustular heroin 
j unki e whose most sublime moment is div- 
ing head first into a crammed and reeking 
lavatory to rescue (he opium suppositories 
be has just voided, and emerging in the 
blue, tzanscendrat waters of druggy bliss. 
It was a squalid, vicious movie, desperately 
uncertain in tone, but it grabbed the mid- 
Nineties Zeitgeist by the throat and shook 
it McGregor’s skinny drenched image was 



‘Working on films back to back, I began to find 1 was losing myself David Sandison 


on every bus, advertisement boarding 
and magazine coven 

The Boyie-Hodge-McDonald team cast 
him in a third film, A Life Less Ordinary. 
They seemed to be a quartet that would last 
for ever; with McGregor for ever playing 
<f Artagnan to their Three Musketeers. But 
that moment of uncertainty at the Sun- 
dance Festival, when they wouldn’t guar- 
antee their star a part in Thiinspottinp, 
proved to be prescient Fbr their next 
feature. The Beach, based on Alex 
Garland’s backpacker best-seller; they by- 
passed McGregor and offered the lead to 
Leonardo DiCaprio. It seems an extra- 
ordinary slap in the face to a lucrative col- 
league and friend, but McGregor is 
philosophical. “They needed more money 
and he’s more bankable,” he told Time Out. 
“There was no Mg falling-out, but I was 
hurt I haven't seen Danny [Boyle] since.” 

He has not of course, spent many 
nervous hours waiting by the telephone far 
a substitute project There are about six 
McGregor films awaiting release. In Rogue 
Trader he plays Nick Leeson, the spend- 
thrift dealer who brought down Barings 
bankHe^aysathidtpigeoaHfaiK^mJun 
Cartwright’s The Rise and Ft& of Little 
Voice, with Jane Horrocks and Michael 
C^e,dtrectedivMaikHermaniri)opre- 
viousty directed him in Brassed Off. More 
recently be filmed Serpent's Kiss, about 


a 17th-century craftsman who falls for his 
employer's wife (Greta Scacchi), and flew 
to America to make Nightwatch with 
Patricia Arquette, playing a law student 
accused to being a serial killer And he was 
signed up by the l eg en dary George Lucas 
to play Obi Wan Kenobi in the “prequel” 
to Star Wars, Balance cf the Fbrce. 

The only rip in this seamless robe of 
success concerns his family. In inter- 
views, a querulous note sometimes sounds 
about the strain put on Ms domestic life by 
bis inability to say no to anything. “Work- 
ing on films back to back, I began to find 
I was losing myself... Td completely for- 
gotten what it was like to get up in the 
morning and sit and watch theteDy. I Mdn’t 
have a bath for two years because I didn't 
have a fucking tub.” His feelings that he 
might be neglecting Ms family crystallised 
during a terrible period when his baby 
daughter Clara contracted meningitis and 
nearly (fled. As she was rushed into the 
casualty unit of the Chelsea and West- 
minster hospital, Ewan was in Los 
Angeles, guest-starring (Ironically) in £R, 
guest-directed by Quentin Thrantino. He 
flewhoine in a panic and found Clara wired 
up to a heart machine. “Your daughter is 
doing well”, the doctors told him. He 
pulled a photograph fhm his pocket “This 
is what 117 daughter looks See when she 
is doing well," he tearfully informed them. 


Clara was in hospital for nearly three 
weeks, but made a full recovery. McGregor 
was badty shaken by the experience. He 
has been through a period of emotional 
retrenchment this summer, turning down 
films, seeing his family, playing golf and 
preparing to go back to the theatre. From 
now to 2 January, he can be found on stage 
at the Hanopstead Theatre, playing the title 
role in Little Malcolm and his Struggle 
Against the Eunuchs, by the Sixties one- 
hit wonder David HalliwelL It is directed 
by his Uncle Dennis, as if the born-again 
family man were determined to keep his 
professional life familial too. The spring will 
be devoted to his pet project of producing 
a film about Nora Barnacle, the Galway 
chambermaid who became James Joyce's 
earthy consort. 

An exhaustmgty energetic fellow, he has 
done more at 27 than most actors (and 
most drinkers) achieve in a lifetime. And 
he has scruples about quality; His stated 
reason for returning to the theatre, for the 
first time in five years, is fear of com- 
placency. “I felt I was getting a bit lazy" 
he says. “I want to remember what it's like 
being realty’ frightened again. The fear of 
befog crap is always what makes you good, 
I think.” And that is as near to discussing 
his “motivation" as Ewan McGregor is ever 
likely to get 

JOHN WALSH 
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main street and the camera zooms 
in on the old town kmits sign: “pop- 
ulation 300”, carved into a lopsided 
battered board. 

But unlike thousands ofotberper 
formers emerging from backwoods 
beginning s. Nelson is no country 
corabaD, no Wfld West ctidfe. His 
father was a travelling mechanic; his 
mother went looking for work one 
[fay and never returned; so Nelson 
was raised by grandparents with an 
eclectic record collection, including 
Sinatra and jazz as well as popular 
Western swing artists such as 
Ernest Tobb and Bob Wills. 

These varying influences were 
not lost (Hi Nelson, which is prohabty 
why he has always managed to ap- 
peal to audiences for whom the 
words "country” and “western” in 
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any kind of proximity are normally 
anathema. Nelson's jazz phrasing is 
as distinctive an element of his 
music as the Tnp-bm rhnlln au tumnal 
voice that can render the most 
banal material deeply affecting. In 
the twilight glow I see her/ Blue eyes 
crying in the rain / When we said 
goodbye and parted/ 1 knew we’d 
never meet again. This fairly unre- 
markable opening stanza from one 
of Willie Nelson’s greatest hits is 


elevated by Ids performance into a 
kind of truck-stop poetry. 

Perhaps it is because he is 
singing about what he knows. Fbr 40 
years, carrying the same battered 
guitai; Nelson has criss-crossed his 
homeland. The Willie Nelson 
website describes him as “a high- 
wayman, a sad, spiritual poet end- 
lessly travelling America, his voice 
as cracked and weather-beaten as 
the well worn leather skin that 


dings to his frame: He doesn’t want 
to stop. Probably can't" 

But if Nelson had merety carried 
on until retirement age per for ming 
more or less the same act he would 
probabty earn nothzogbut our scorn. 
He has in fact continually renewed 

his atfafaiiiskm. His alhurrrt, which 
number more than 100 - some esti- 
mates put the figure as Mgh as 200 
- draw deepty pretty well every 
strand in American popular miide. 

Nelson’s endless striving for 
something new has no doubt pfayed 
a part in his chequered romantic his- 
tory - four times married - and Ms 
experiments with various drugs 
alongside his beloved whisky. 

The affection felt for Nelson by his 
compatriots crosses not just musical 
divides but social and political bor- 


ders as well He understands red- 
neck culture, yet behaves like a 
hippy. He regularly joins family 
farmers to canpaign against factory 
farming. Some idea of the support 
Nelson commands h wvmie apparent 
when he was landed with a $l6m 
daim for back taxes. His defence - 
“I forgot" - was in fact quite con- 
vincing, roming from Nelson, and 
when he was forced by the IRS to sell 
his possessions, the purchasers 
returned them to him. 

But Nelson was far from being a 

tax-dod g in g pariah; Ms contemp- 
oraries beat a path to his door to 
record with him - Ray Charles, Bob 
Dylan, Neil Young and others - 
while the man himself continues to 
get his kicks on Route 66 and wher- 
ever the muse takes him 
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November rides and all the sides 
Are dirty swabs of cotton wooL 
St Martin’s Little S ummer comes 
And leaves the leaf-mould ditches full 
A rheumy-eyed old soldier sees 
Through brazier smoke across the yard 
A skirmish in the firethorn trees 
As starling units go in hard. 

Now cannabis: the Lords progress, 
The trials have met with some success. 
It helps glaucoma and MS 
But leaves your memory in a mess... 
What was I saying back then? Oh yes. 
It leaves your memory... I digress. 

But let's not be too cavalier, 

For even if a breakthrough's near 
You shouldn’t compromise a peer 
By asking if he’s tried the gear 


the Weasel 

Disappointed by Prince Charles’s lemon curd and my compatriots’ 
oyster-eating habits, I find solace in my passion for gasometers 


THE DECKLE-EDGED invite might 
conceivably have been lost in the post, 
but I guess we have to bite the bullet 
Inexplicably, the Weasels have been 
omitted from the guest list of acertain 

W ing-ding fairing plum tonight, at Ffigh- 

grove House. A shame, really, because 
I had prepared some excellent jokes 
about my fellow guests. Q: What is the 
leguminous link between Rowan Atkin- 
son and Mrs Drue Heinz? A: Mr Bean. 
I'm sure that such genial joshing 
would have evoked a good-natured 
chudde from King Harald of Norway. 
Instead, Mrs W and self may be forced 
to watch the glittering tribute shown 
on 1TV tonight, A Royal Celebration, 
starring such irresistible funsters as 
Roger Moore and Sir George Martin 
(you might recall that the Beatles 
used to refer to the starchy record 
producer behind his back as “the 
Duke of Edinburgh"). 

Still, there’s no reason why those 
of us who hare been excluded from the 
High grow, hi g h j ink*; should not enjoy 
the same culinary delights. I think it's 
a safe bet that the comestibles on offer 
will include items from Prince 
Charles's Duchy Originals brand, 
available to aH through the snootier sort 
of outlet Doubtless, Camilla will be 
dishing out Duchy Originals gingered 
biscuits with a free hand (“Go on, stick 
one behind your ear for later”) as the 
evening wears on. Nor is it wholly 
beyond the bounds of possibility to 
imagine Stephen Fry tucking into a 
spot of regal lemon curd in the course 
of the festivities. At a recent degusta- 
turn in Weasel Villas both items were 
judged to be most toothsome, though 


the biscuits were not exactly a snip at 
£1.99 for 14. 

The only thing that puzzles me is 
the name Duchy Originals. It is hard 
to see how the lemon curd could be 
original in any way. This is odd, since 
the Prince of Wales is a notorious 
stickler for correct use of English. 
Jonathan Dimbleby’s long-winded 
hagiography quotes HRH exploding in 
1990*. “All the people in my office, 
they can’t speak English properly. 
They can't write English prop- 
el^... And that is because English 
is taught so bloody badly.” Of 
course. I didn’t really expect the 
lemon curd to have been stirred by 
the Prince's own hand, but I 
thought this “original’' confection 
might have been the work of one 
of his peons down in Cornwall. 
Instead, the small print on the Label 
reveals it to have been “manufac- 
tured under licence by Crabtree & 
Evelyn Ltd, London WB". 

A spokesperson for this 
Malaysian-owned outfit revealed: 

“We work closely with Duchy Orig- 
inals to develop specific recipes 
they’re happy with." The resulting 
elbdr is produced at C&E’s jam works 
in Somerset. Despite his disappointing 
lack of personal involvement, I’d 
hazar d that a parenthetic instruction 
on tiie label bears the distinctively 
quirky touch of Prince Chas: “Delicious 
in pies, puddings and on toast (or by 
the spoonful straight from the jar).'’ 


rr IS always reassuring to discover that 
others share your secret passion. Fbr 


years now, Mrs Weasel has refused to 
let me display a number of rather 
unusual photographs: “Horrible things. 
You’re not putting those up.” But now 
I discover Fm not alone. The Museum 
of London has mounted an exhibition 
of paintings on the same thorny 
though it admits they may not be to 
everyone's taste (“an unlikely symbol 
of London”). They are by Mark Caza- 




features the familiar chunk of\5ctorian 
ironmongery often mentioned in the 
commentaries of tire late Brian John- 
ston, that overlooks the Oval cricket 
ground. But most strikingis one offour 
studies of the behemoth at Kprreai Rise, 
chxrmmny known as “the Colonel" to 
locals. Cazalet’s depiction of this titanic 
crown is wonderfully creepy The soar- 
ing grid is eerily flluminated by a full 
moon, while a row of sodium limits 
casts a hellish orange glow on the 
vast riser below. A stray whiff of 
gftft is almntl palpable. 

Should Mr Cazalet choose to 
explore Oils theme further, there 


let, who was commissioned by a fellow 
enthusiast, the late Marcus Samuefoon, 
to paint a cycle of eight works depict- 
ing London's splendid gasholders. 

The Cathedrals of Industry exhi- 
bition begins with a diptych derated to 
the celebrated cluster of five gasome- 
ters that loom behind King's Cross 
station. Beside the oleaginous waters 
of Regent's Park canal, their filigreed 
ironwork mirrors the Gothic spires of 
St Pancras station. A second diptych 


(called “Jumbo” by Victorians) 
and a tremendous empty holder; 
with a metal ladder rigaggjng up 
the iron grid, behind Habitat in 
Cipydon. Best of all is the East 
Greenwich holder; where mice I 
took Mrs W during our courting 
days (she has never quite recov- 
ered). A near neighbour of the Mil- 
lennium Dome, it is being 
repainted in dark brown aod beige 
for the festivities. “It is not going 
to be hidden,’’ a spokesman for 
English Partnership, the government 
agency that owns the site, assured me. 
“In fact, many visitors have been more 
impressed by the gasholder than the 
Millennium Dome.” Quite right too. 


THOUGH I now pitch my tent among 
the heavyweights of the comment 
pages, I stiff keep an avuncular eye on 
my erstwhile colleagues at the Indy 
magazine. Last week, I cheered Simon 
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Hopkinson’s view about the bizarre 
English way with oysters. "One thing 
that I cannot bear is to see them cut 
from their shells and then flipped 
ova;” he thundered. “The juices trickle 
off the shell and, anyway, it looks so 
much prettier and natural when pre- 
sented the right way up." Though I 
rarely patronise the louche oyster 
bars of toe West End, I encounter this 
distressing practice on the Scarbor- 
ough seafront However much I object 
my oysters are still presented “easy 
over”. I suppose it is an attempt to pla- 
cate those who agree with Dr Johnson 
- “He was a brave man who first ate 
an oyster”. But, following Hopkinson's 
rebuke. England 's shuckers wfll surety 
observe the magisterial injunction of , 
Larry Sanders: “No flipping!” • 

While on the topic, I have a beef of 
my own concerning the parsimonious 
quantities of oysters offered in restau- 
rants. I recall that Marco Pierre 
White’s “signature dish" of oysters in 
champ agne sauce with spaghetti con- 
sisted of just three shellfish. You'd no 
sooner sniffed it, then - puff! - it was 
gone. The same stinginess is apparent 
in the new Lit?et)ait Cookbook (Hodden 
£20),whichremaiksofarecipeforoys 
ters with caramelised leeks: “At Live- 
bait we serve three shells, which 
makes a good portion.” Not at Weasel 
Villas, it doesn't I'd like to remind 
Britain's gastronomic Gauleiters of 
BriDat-Savarm’s approving recollection 
of an acquaintance in 1798 who con- 
sumed 32 dozen oysters as an hors 
d’oeuvre and then went on to tackle a 
large dinner “with the vigour and 
bearing of a man only starting to eat”. f 
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The mane of hair, the killer pout - 
She’s Jagger's daughter without a doubt 
At five foot nine and just fourteen 
She wants to join the fashion scene; 
But Dadcty’s rather less than teen 
That she should be a catwalk queen. 
All kind of penis wait out there 
For young girls who are unaware, 

Not least the old Lotharios 
Who date the models after shows. 

So here’s a deal that she could do 
To barter with the old yahoo: 

Go up to Dad and say one thing - 
“I won’t pose. . . if you don’t sing.” 

And no cure for the common cold: 
The virus has a stranglehold - 
About five million up the spout - 
And long research has foiled to rout 
The blocked-up nose, the aching bead 
And bogroll underneath the bed 

The Beast of Brent or Mayor Ken? 
Those very nice young Labour men 
Are stepping up covert attacks 
To stop his wagon in its tracks. 

The Millbank Dalek intercedes 
To say what London really needs. 

Be careful, cherubs, how you spin: 
You might let Jeffrey Archer in. 

Now Ms Lewinsky meets the press 
With raven hair and tiouncy dress, 

A dyed pink poodle by her side. 

The tabloid boys - no easy ride - 
Ask, “What about the wacky hound?” 
The poodle says, “Bill sent her round” 


Spirit of the age 
Paul Vallely 


An audience with the alien 


1 HAVE been talking to as extra- 
terrestrial entity His name is Omar. 
And he is not best pleased with me. 

Let me begin by saying that I went 
to meet him with an open mind You 
may find that hard to believe. But in 
trying to discoverwhat people believe 
- and what attracts them to it - you 
have to do a bit of suspending of your 
own disbelief. 

After all, what would you say to a 
religion centred around the teachings 
of a bloke who sat around in a cave and 
did nothing? Or one based on a book 
dictated to one man by an angel in a 
dream? Or one that maintains that God 
was born in a stable, was killed and 
then rose from the dead? But the fact 
is that these faiths- Buddhism, Islam, 
and Christianity - are judged by non- 
adherents by different criteria, such as 
what beneficial impact they have upon 
the lives of believers, and on the rest 
of the world. 

So. when I found the leaflet about 
Omar in an alternative “healing 
centre” in Brighton, fall of New Age 
crystals, books and American videos, 
I decided to discount the fact that he 
was an extraterrestrial and see what 
fruits he bore. I went along to mate 
contact with him. 

You have to take this stuff seriously. 
Even in the Seventies, when Burnell's 
authoritative Handbook of Living 
Religions was published, the rise in 
what was then called “psychic” and 
“magical'' new religions was estimat- 
ed to be 104 times higher than toe pop- 


DAYS like these 


5 November 1878 

CHARLES DARWIN, 
naturalist (pictured), 
writes in a letter 

“If it were universally known 
that the birth of children 
could be prevented, and this 
were not thought immoral by 
married persons, would 
there not be great danger of 
extreme profligacy amongst 
unmarried women, and 
might we not become like the 
arreoi societies in the Pacif- 
ic? In the course of the cen- 
tury France will tell us the 
result in many ways, and we 
can already see that the 
French nation does not 
spread or increase much." 

fi NOVEMBER 1918 

CHIPS CHANSON, 
a soldier in Paris, records 
in his diary a dinner 
loith Marcel Proust and 
Jean Cocteau: 

“Their manners, usually so 
bad, were excellent tonight 
and they seemed to compete 
as to which could be the more 
engaging. I felt stupid be- 



tween the two wittiest men in 
Europe, drenched in a Nia- 
gara of epigrams. Jean is a 
stylist and his conversation is 
fall of fire... Proust is qidetec 
longer-winded and more 
meticulous. His blood-shot 
eyes shine feverishly, as he 
pours out ceaseless spite and 
venom about the great His 
foibles are Ruskin. genealogy 
and heraldry. He knows the 
arms and quarterings of 
every duke in Europe.” 


19 November 1932 

ERIC BLAIR 
writes to his agent 

“Many thanks for your letter. 
I sent off toe proof [Down 


and Out in Paris and Lon- 
don ] with the printer's 
queries on it yesterday. As a 
pseudonym, a name I use 
when tramping is P S Burton, 
but if you don't think this 
sounds a probable kind of 
name what about: Kenneth 
Miles. George OrweH H 
Lems Allways. I rather 
favour George Orwell” 

19 NOVEMBER 1899 

RAYMOND ASQUITH 

writes to his father from 

BaRid College, Oxford’ 

“On Wednesday our rugby 
team played King’s, Cam- 
bridge: after which they had 
a big dinner at 5pm and both 
teams were desperately 
drunk by half past 6: they 
made hay of the quad, which 
irritated our dons, brawled in 
the streets, which drew down 
toe Proctors on them, and 
are also being prosecuted by 
toe South Western Railway 
for wrecking a train and as- 
saulting porters at the sta- 
tion: three men have 
been sent down and the 
rest gated.” 

Ian Irvine 


ularity of more mainstream “new” 
religions, such as Mormonism. 

In the two decades since then, the 
New Age movement has grown expo- 
nentially to become a s ignifican t fea- 
ture of the Vfestem world's spiritual life. 
Today, as much as 25 per cent of the 
adult population is said to have ex- 
plored its ideas in some way. 

When 1 rang up to make an 
appointment with Catherine, the 
“channel" through whom Omar com- 
municates with the world, her minder 
Clive, sounded rather fierce. Omar was 
not a doctor, he said; he would not tell 
me about my health, or my job, or my 
love life. Just my spiritual growth. 
Right, I said. And I should come along 
with a list of spiritual questions, said 
Clive, because Omar only answered 
questions. Right, I said. 

I jotted a few down on the train on 
the way there. You know the sort of 
thing: How do I achieve inner peace? 
Should we strive fbr knowledge or de- 
tachment? Why is there suffering in the 
world? What is evil? What happens at 
the end of this life? What must I do to 
gain eternal life? And so forth. 

This, however was not what Omar 
wanted. I arrived at the Brighton 
healing-centre to be ushered upstairs, 
past a rickety wooden gate and into the 
presence of Catherine. She was a 
woman of most enormous girth, wear- 
ing a gigantic floral skirt who sat on 
a bed surrounded by cushions. The 
room smelt faintly of urine. 

She was in a bad mood to start with. 


Someone had chipped the 17th-century 
green glass globe which she used to 
channel Omar Disgruntled, she held 
it in one hand as she dosed her eyes 
and started to twitch her pudgy arms, 
before - her soft- toned voice suddenly 
husky with extraterrestrial! ty- swiftly 
announcing his arrival with the words: 
“Omar Ready.” 

“How do I stay focused upon what 
is important?” I asked, starting with an 
easy one. “Bring matters to attention,” 
Omar began portentously before mov- 
ing on to reveal what was. fbr a resi- 
dent of an outer dimension, an 
admirable grasp of colloquial Eng- 
lish. He advised me to get in contact 

with my Higher Self, and when I asked 

what its requirements were he told me 
that there were no requirements - only 
hope or desire. I did not need com- 
munion with others to do this, Omar 
said, only a focus on inner self 

I was beginning to get the picture. 
This seemed familiar New Age turf. 
The enlightenment and harmony being 
ushered in by the Age of Aquarius 
seems singularly focused on desire 
rather than the discipline required by 
the established religions. Monism, rel- 
ativism and individual autonomy are 
where we are all heading in our quest 
fbr greater knowledge and a new 
consciousness. 

Would the Higher Self continue 
after death? But when 1 asked that, 
Omar began to go ungrammatical and 
even more impenetrable. I don't quite 
follow, I said; are you saying there is 



Close encounters of the spiritual kind? Or maybe not 


life after death, or not? The fat lady 
twitched her am-dram shudder once 
more. She opened her eyes. “He has 
broken the connection,” she said in her 
ordinary voice. “He did not like the 
questions. They are too outside, not 
from inside. Call for Clive. These are 
not toe kind of questions that people 
usually ask.” 

So what kind of questions did other 
people usually ask. I wondered. She 
muttered at me, but nothing coherent 
Back came Clive, a burty, balding chap 
with wispy hair at the sides and 
straggly sideburns. They sent me from 
the room. I was not spiritual enough 
for channelling, they told me when they 
called me back. It was too advanced. 
I would be better starting with a read- 
ing from Benedict 


He was summoned Yes, toe un- 
shaven, fine-featured epicene Benedict 
said, when I told him my questions; 
these indicated the wrong kind of 
spirituality. If I came back in half an 
hour he would do me a reading. 

But when I returned Benedict had 
gone off the idea and palmed roe off 
with Chris, a Tarot reader, whose 
cards told me that I was not spiritual 
but a practical chap who would be best 
sticking to that, as I could make a lot 
of money. 

I finally admitted defeat and left the 
centre. At a nearby baker's I bought a 
lump of bread pudefing and a cup of cof- 
fee, and went down to the pebbly 
beach. There, gazing into toe heavy- 
laden, grey sea, a practical chap, I sat 
down and ate and drank them. 


Our King says he can’t carry on 


f AN ADVISER to the Crown can 
be ofno possible service to his 
master unless he tells him at 
all times the truth as he sees 
it, whether that truth be welcome or 
not I told His Majesty that I had two 
great anxieties - one, the effect of a con- 
tinuance of the kind of criticism that, 
at that time, was proceeding in the 
American press, the effect it would 
have in the Dominions, and particularly 
in Canada, where it was widespread, 
and the effect it would have in tins 
country. And then I reminded him of 
what I had often told him in years past 
The British monarchy is a unique in- 
stitution. The Crown in this country, 
through the centuries, has been de- 
prived of many of its prerogatives, but 
today while that is true, it stands for 
far more titan it ever has done in its his- 
tory. The importance ofits integrity is, 
beyond all question, far greater than 
it has ever been, being as it is not only 
the last link of Empire that is left, but 
the guarantee in this country, so long 
as it exists in that Integrity, against 
many evils that have affected and 
affected other countries. There is no 
man in this country, to whatever party 
he may belong, who would not sub- 
scribe to that 

But while this feeling largely de- 
pends on toe respect that has grown 
up in the last three generations for the 
monarchy, it might not take so long, in 
face of tiie kind of criticisms to which 




Classic 

PODIUM 

From a speech 
in the House of Commons 
by the Prime Minister, 
Stanley Baldwin, 
on the abdication of 
King Edward VIII 
(10 DECEMBER 1936) 


it was being exposed, to lose that 
power far more rapidly than it was built 
up - and once lost I doubt if anything 
could restore it 

I saw the King on Monday, 16 Nov- 
ember; and I began by giving him my 
view of a possible marriage. I told him 
that I did not think that a particular 
marriage was one that would receive 
toe approbation of toe country. That 


marriage would have involved toe 
lady becoming Queen. I did tell His 
Majesty once thatl might be a remnant 
of the old Victorians, but I did know 
what toe reaction of the English peo- 
ple would be to any particular course 
of action, and I told him that so far as 
they went I was certain that it would 
be impracticable. I cannot go further 
into toe details, but that was the 
substance. 

I pointed out to him that the posi- 
tion of the King’s wife was different 
from the position of the wife of any 
other citizen in the country; it was part 
of the price which the King has to pay. 
His wife becomes Queen; the Queen be- 
comes the Queen of the country; and, 
therefore, in the choice of a Queen the 
voice of toe people must be heard. It 
is toe truth expressed in those lines 
that may cmne to your minds: 

His vjRI is not his oum; 

for he himself is subject to h is birth; 

He may not, as unvalued persons do, 

Carve for h imsdfcfiron his choice 
depends 

The safety and the health of (he 
whole State. 

Then His Majesty said to me that he 
wanted to tell me something that he 
bad long wanted to tell me. He said, “I 
am going to marry Mrs Simpson, and 
I am prepared to go.” 

! said: ‘‘Sir this is most grievous 
news, and it is impossible for me to 
make apy comment on it today” He told 


toe Queen that night he told the Duke 
ofYorkand the Duke of Gloucester the 
next day, and for the rest of the week, 
so far as I know, he was considering 
that point 

In the meantime, a suggestion had 
been made to me that a possible com- 
promise might be arranged. The com- 
promise was that the King should 
marry that Parliament should pass an 
Act enabling the lady to be the King's 
wife without the position of Queen. 

I gave him the reply that I was afraid 

it was impracticable. He took my ans- 
wer with no question, and he never 
referred to it again. 

The King has told us that he cannot 

carry and does not see his way to carry 
these almost intolerable burdens of 
kingship without a woman at his side, 
and we know that This crisis, if I may 
use toe word, has arisen now rather 
than later from that very frankness of 
His Majesty's character, which is one 
of his many attractions. My efforts dur- 
ing these last days have been directed, 
as have the efforts of those most 
ctosety round him, in trying to help him 
to make the choice which he has not 
made; and we have fouled. 

We have, as the guardians of demo- 
cracy in this little island, to see that we 
work to maintain the integrity of 
democracy and of the monar- 
chy which is now the sole link fe 
of our whole Empire and the ^ 

guardian of our freedom. f 
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The Saturday essay 




Idle, sad and baffled by sex. 
What’s wrong with men? 



Anthony 

Clare 

Men, renowned for their 
ability to get stoned, drunk 
or to be sexually daring, 
appear terrified of themselves 


W hat in God's name is 
wrong with men? Our 
prisons bulge with 
them. They wreak 
havoc on roads for all 
their reputation as 
? gifted drivers. Drugs, alcohol. Aids, 
gambling, single-parenthood - the 
statistics consistently confirm that when 
it comes to antisocial behaviour, risk- 
taking and social mayhem, men win gold. 
Yet for all their behaving badly, they do not 
seem any the happier The rise in the 
number of young men killing themselves 
across much of Europe has been termed 
an epidemic. For the old, the situation is 
no better. Ebr every six elderly women in 
100,000 who kill themselves each year 40 
elderly men take their own lives. And the 
suicide figures are viewed as the tip of an 
iceberg of an even larger epidemic of male 
depression, an epidemic hidden only be- 
cause men are either too proud or too emo- 
tionally constipated to admit to their 
feelings being out of control. Men. 
renowned for their ability and inclination 
to get stoned, drunk or sexually daring, 

| appear to be terrified by the prospect of 
revealing that they can be - and often are 
- depressed. 

Perhaps it was ever thus, and all that 
is happening now is that men are coming 
out of the emotional doset Or maybe there 
is a genuine rise in male dissatisfactions. 
There is no shortage of suggested causes. 
Top of the list is the growing assertiveness 
of women. The fact that men still out- 
number women in positions of power 
across the globe, are paid more, and still 
glower downwards through the glass 
ceiling, serves only to obscure the extent 
to which the very foundations of all this 
patriarchy is being steadily eroded. In 
every education authority in England and 
Wales, girls are outclassing beys - in 
primary schools, through secondary 
education and right into the universities. 

• ■ In the European Union, 120 women have 
university degrees compared with every 
100 men. And on leaving school, women's 
prospects exceed men’s, not just here but 
in other European countries, too. In 
Germany, for example, between 1991 and 
1995, twice as many men lost their jobs as 
did women. In West Germany women even 
gained 210.000 jobs, while men lost -100,000. 
Young men are more and more aware that 
the basis on which their superiority and 
power have rested over the centuries is 
evaporating in a flatulent, self-deceiving 
puff. Many are reacting with a mixture of 
aggression and self-destruction. 

And if changes in education, training and 
work are not sufficient to demoralise the 
average man. there is the dismal public 
soap opera of man's relationship with his 
penis. For one thing, he appears unable to 
X keep the damn thing under control. This 
affliction even affects the most powerful 
man in the world! He. who has been 
entrusted with pressing or not pressing the 
nuclear button, cannot keep the same hand 
from the zip on his trousers. In Britain, 
ministers of state, who exude a pompous 
self-satisfaction with the political power 
they wield, are regularly revealed to be 
randy goats unable to resist a shape ly thigh 
or a" heaving cleavage. And there is no 
respite from exposure to the darker side 
of male sexuality - the relentless media 
revelations of rape, paedophilia, sexual 
violence committed overwhelmingly by 
men against women and children. Innocent 
men, rather like the relatives of torturers 
or Gestapo agents, find themselves 



Men appear scared by the prospect of revealing that they can be - and often are - depressed 


MSI 


apologising for crimes they have not 
committed -but for many, the very fact of 
being a man is itself the mark of Cain. 

At a recent meeting in my old Alma 
Mater. University College Dublin, 
Germaine Greer declared that underlying 
much of the dynamic between men and 
women is ‘the fear of the unknown female, 
the contempt of the known female". Sbe 
is right, I believe, but her analysis needs 
to be taken further. Why are men so 
fearful? What is fuelling the contempt? 
Might the fear, the contempt, be related to 
a deeper anxiety concerning their own 
sexuality? I realise that here I am tread- 
ing on dangerous ground. Put a foot wrong 
and you risk being accused of blaming 
women for men's inability to control their 
sexual inclinations. That is what many men 
believe, and some even act on it Women 
are feared, despised and sometimes even 
destroyed because of what men perceive 
women do to them. Male sexuality is 
unpredictable, capricious, dangerous; but 
the male is tempted to project all this and 
more on to women - and many do just that 
It is, of course, true that women, by their 
very presence, remind men of the 
precarious control men exercise over 
their own sexuality. Given the extent to 
which men make a fetish of being in 
control, any suggestion of a lack threatens 
the very’ essence of what to many men, 
being a male is all about What made much 
of the discussion of Bill Clinton’s sexual 
behaviour fascinating was the extent to 
which the hoaiy old Garden of Eden myth 
that men fall because women tempt them 
is still alive and flourishing, even within the 
breast of many a robust feminist Many 


men, and many women too, blame the 
seductive Monica for leading poor old Bill 
astray, a pathetically predictable and 
inadequate analysis enthusiastically seized 
upon by those men who, rather than 
expose the nature of male sexuality, its 
relationship to power and aggression and 
control, to a genuine, rigorouf- :>nfl honest 
analysis, retreat into a self-paying and 
ultimately depressing moan about the 
difficulty of being a sexual man in a 
dynamic relationship with a contemporary 
woman. Men, particularly young men, do 
seem discomfited and threatened by what 
has happened to the self-confidence and 
the self-esteem of women and many, 
characteristically, prefer to project the 
blame for their own misfortunes back on 
to women than to accept that the change 
in women necessitates, indeed demands, 
a corresponding change in men. 

Greer mischievously taunts men for our 
preoccupation with the size, shape and 
erectile potential of our genitalia, 
dismissing our prized manhood with Sylvia 
Ptath's concise description as - “old turkey 
neck and gizzards". Men. particularly 
young men, are still disconcerted by mock- 
ing references to their genitals. The FuR 
Monty quite explicitly drew an analogy 
between the male inadequacy consequent 
on the loss of a jab and male anxiety 
concerning genital potency. Men must 
share, bond, emotionally relate; must 
reveal themselves, if they are to be fully 
human, went the movie's message - and 
then, the ultimate male cop-out, everything 
was indeed revealed to the cinema 
audience at the finale - save “old turkey 
neck and gizzards"! Germaine Greer is 


wrong if she attributes the male preoccu- 
pation with the shape, size and erectile 
potential of the penis to inordinate pride. 
It is founded on an incorrigible fear - not 
the Freudian fear of castration so much as 
the Adlerian fear of ridicule. Are we up to 
it, ask today’s men anxiously, fretting at 
their soda] skills and shrivelled cocks; are 
we up to competing, succeeding, achiev- 
ing, conquering, controlling, asserting, 
pontificating, as well as getting it up? 

And there is the unavoidable reality that, 
unlike the female orgasm, a male erection 
cannot be feigned. The obvious visibility of 
the male genitals, their state and size, 
aroused and unaroused, are readily 
measurable and comparable. Hardly 
surprising, therefore, that the arrival of 
Viagra is accompanied not merely by 
much dodgy humour and double-entendre 
but by po-faced yet panicky political 
discussions about the bankrupting of 
health finances due to a stampede by men 
to get their hands on the latest “old turkey 
gizzard" stim ulan t 

And when Greer declared in The Female 
Eunuch that the male perversion of 
violence is an essential condition of the 
degradation of women, that the penis is 
conceived of as a weapon, where was the 
male response? How have men answered 
the accusation that the male sexual drive 
is blindly aggressive, egotistical narcis- 
sistic, destructive? With a few admirable 
exceptions, we have responded for the 
most part by behaving in precisely those 
ways - aggressively denigrating, ridiculing 
and dismissing the feminist analysis as so 
much emotional tosh. 

And all that the little Y chromosome 


accounts for- the xnale strength, stature, 
muscle power; attributes which in a world 
of iron and steel and coal of shipbuilding, 
labouring, lumbeijacking, soldiering 
provided men with their justification and 
their setf-importance, count for damn all 
now. This very week has been full of 
reminiscences of the Great War, a war 
distinguished among many thing s by the 
terrible losses sustained by European 
manhood. It marked the end of war as an 
overwhelmingly male preserve. Today, 
citizens, male and female, as well as 
soldiers, die in armed conflict, and women 
have insinuated themselves into the 
military of many countries. Men no longer 
dieforanyone but themselves, and chival- 
rous masc uline sacrifice for domestic 
hearth and helpless women is the stuff now 
only of Bogart movies, Merchant/Ivory 
costume dramas and, irony of ironies, the 
year's most successful film, Titanic. 

There is hardly anything that can be 
done that can’t be done by a woman. So 
what, say women, not unreasonably given 
the age it has taken to establish such a 
state of affairs. So what indeed The prob- 
lem is one for men, and particularly for 
those men - and they have been the 
majority - who have defined their lives, 
their identities, the very essence of their 
masculinity in terms of work, and have 
prided themselves on the work that only 
thqy could do. Men’s mess is compound- 
ed by the male inability; refusal or reluc- 
tance to engage in any serious analysis of 
the extraordinary impact that the indus- 
trial and scientific revolutions have had on 
their notions of masculinity. 

And then there is the problem of men 
as husbands, men as fathers. The second 
miHflrmhim fa ending with man ’s claim to 
a role in procreation, let alone a key role, 
under serious threat The rise of single- 
parent families is a reflection of both 
mala inadequacy Mnf i mala r edundanc y. Tn- 
creasingiy women are asserting that they 
can do it on their own. They don't need 
fathers for their children. The development 
of assisted reproduction, including tech- 
niques such as IVF AID and surrogate 
motherhood, and the highly political and 
questionable argument that single 
parenting is as good as two parents, raise 
tile question; whither the role of the 
father? Conception, pregnancy, delivery 
and child-rearing seemingly can be 
perfectly well accomplished without the 
active participation of the male. Once so 
proud of his penis (poor old Freud even 
believed women envied it), man now finds 
he has been reduced to the role of support 
seed-carrier as woman occupies centre- 
stage in the creation andnurturingof new 
life. Not surprisingly, there have been 
those who have seriously suggested that 
the only way men can regain a 
reproductive, a biological role of any 
significance is if they can be assisted by 
science to have babies themselves! 

In a courageous piece, written earlier 
this year Fay Weldon declared that wranen 
need men as partners and fathers, and that 
life without them isn’t all that much fun far 
most women. It is a risky argument as it 
goes against the conventional feminist 
thesis concerning the redundancy of the 
male. But we men cannot depend on the 
Fby Weldons of this worid to make our case. 
We have to make it ourselves. In Anatomy 
qf Desire, his recently published, provoca- 
tive and fair exploration of the nature of 
male and female sexuality, Simon Andreae 
concludes that for all the numerous 
alternative ways of arranging human 
sexual relationships, the union of one 
man and one woman, for better or worse, 
“is still as sensible and realistic a way of 
trying to optimise human relations and 
contributes to the greater happiness, 
peace and stability of mankind as any of 
the myriad alternatives". If he is right, and 
with regard to heterosexual men I believe 
he is, then I believe that within that 
perspective many men can begin to 
rediscover the point, purpose and satis- 
faction of being a male in the first place. 
A century ago, a peevish Freud, per- 
plexed by the seeming epidemic of 
hysterical depressed, lethargic and dis- 
satisfied women, asked, “What do women 
want?" A century later it is not women’s 
wants but men's that mystifies us. 

Dr Anthony Clare is currently writing a 
book on redefining masculinity, ‘ The 
Dying Phallus', for Chatto and Windus 




BAROMETER 

Sean O'Grady 


Homophobe of 
Che Week 

This week: Richard Littlejohn of 
The Sun (where europhobia 
meets homophobia) who says 
that “there is a homosexual 
freemasonry operating at the 
highest levels in politics, 
television and within the Royal 
household*. No evidence for 
this, but, then again who needs 
it? If there were any, it wouldn’t 
be a conspiracy would it? 

Mr Littlejohn is a 
skillful 

propagandist 
During the war 
he would have 
made a 
good 
match 

for Dr Goebbeis, who was also 
fond of talking up a fictional 
conspiracy, the now 
unfashionable “international 
Jewish" variety, and who wasn't 
too enthusiastic about gay 
rights either Perhaps 
homosexuals are plotting to get 
us into the European single 
currency. A pink pound perhaps, 
but the pink euro seems just a 
little far fetched 

Dinosaur of Che Week 

Another ferocious predator with 
a gigantic mouth. Newly 
discovered Suchomimus 




tenerensis 
roamed Africa 
100 million 
years ago 
and managed to grow to be 36 
feet long just by eating fish. Cod 
V chips all round then. 



Bustard of Che Week 

Feeling twitchy? Ornithological 
palate jaded by greater 
yellowlegs, blue-cheeked 
bee-eaters and black bellied 
dippers? Tired of the little 
bustard? Good news. The 
world's heaviest flying bird is 
back. No, not Monica Lewinsky 
but the peat bustard Hunters 
found otis tarda too big and 
unmissable a target and wiped 
them out 170 years ago Vhich 
must have been a real ustard. 

Winner of the Week 

Mrs Maijorie Longdin, 73. of 
Rotherham, who has just won 
£856,648 on the National Lottery. 
Mrs Longdin has the distinction 
of being William Hague’s auntie. 
Probably, by now, his favourite 



auntie. But she needs help with 
her soundbites. “It's nice to 
know that my family is safe for 
life, especially when we’re 
going into a recession." A 
recession, don’t forget, Marjorie, 
made in Downing Street. 

Image of the Week 

The Venerable John Barton, the 
Archdeacon of Aston, 
Birmingham, modelling his new 
vestments. These feature 
modern imagery, including an 
aerial view of the our most 
famous motorway intersection. 
“God is in Spaghetti Junction." 
says the Archdeacon. Wondered 
.where he'd got to. 



£ 



TUNE INTO Channel 4’s cult show 
T77 Friday, and you wtU be bemused 
by the weird relationship that the 
brash Chris Evans has with his 
producer. Will Macdonald. This 
boyish, bashful Old Etonian is fast 
becoming a celebrity in his own 
right. But he plays stooge to Evans, 
submitting to ritual humiliation, be 
it dressing up for Evans in micro 
leather hot pants with red stilettos, 
allowing himself to be given a painful 
electric shock, or letting Evans slag 
off his ex-girlfriend in public. 

Will likes us to think he is a 
cheerful chap, always up for high 
jinks. His new book. How to Be a Pub 
Genius, offers 50 tricks “guaranteed 
to wow babes and win beer", I am 
ringing him because I am worried. 


He doesn't seem very happy to me. 

We start with his cleverest pub 
trick. “The best ones," he says, “are 
those that obey the basic laws of 
physics. For instance, did you know 
that if you fill a glass of water to the 
brim, you can still fit 50 five-pence 
pieces in it without spilling any 
water? It is all thanks to our old 
friend, the meniscus." 

“The meniscus?" 

“The circular edge of water held 
together by surface tension." Of 
course, I say, remembering that 
Will for all his antics, is in fact a 
scientist with a zoology degree from 
Oxford University. 

“You are really a pretty serious 
person, aren’t you. Will?" 

“You mean I’m not very funny?" 


Cold Call 

Jack O'Sullivan rings 
Will Macdonald 


“No, it’s just that you don’t seem 
proud of being serious, and you 
cover it up with a smokescreen of 
silliness." 

“I just don’t want to disappear up 
my own arse." 

“But it is more than that,” I reply. 
“It is that whole English elite thing 
of working terribly hard to make life 
look effortless." 

“No," he says. “I am reacting 
against being taught always to take 
myself seriously. I wanted to lighten 


up. I am saying that it is funny to be 
hit in the face by a five-pound 
herring and fall oven 
“Otherwise, you can just dis- 
appear into your own gloom." 

“Are you gloomy? 

“No, not at all but I have got 
elements of that,” he says. “I am 
quite introverted compared with 
Chris. He says what he thinks, 
whereas I don’t say things out loud. 
It is part of being southern. I wish I 
could let more out Earlier on this 


year; I got a cyst on my vocal chords, 
which was put down to me not 
screaming out loudly." 

“WilL" I say, “why don’t you stop 
trying so hard at being tightened up? 
You're all right, its OK to be a 
serious person.” 

“But I don’t feel Fm trying hard," 
he replies. “I couldn't have tried less 
hard writing this book. Everyone 
should be allowed to do what they 
want instead of people picking holes 
in it and telling them why they 
shouldn’t do things. I agree I used 
to try too much but not anymore. I 
always tried to keep everybody 
happy, rather than telling people 
straight and pissing people off.” 

“So have you managed to lighten 
Up enough yet?" 


“I think I could lighten up a bit 
more. The main thing is to be happy. 
People get exasperated with overt 
seriousness." 

"Will" I say, “I can’t work out 
vdiejher you are getting there or 
singing in the dark?" 

"I think I am getting there," he 
says, "But are you?" 

We’ve reached an impasse, so I 
ask a final question. As a zoologist 
which animal would he like to be? 

“A male blackbird. He sings first 
thing in the morning. But it’s a 
stupid time to sing because he is 
hungry. It’s a show of strength. The 
ones who can sing the longest are 
obviously the fittest and the ones the 
females want 

“Make sense of that" 
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Blair alters noble principle 
to read: one man, one veto 


Ken Livingstone, the maverick left-winger whose ambition to run as Labour’s 
candidate for London mayor is threatening to upset the MUlbank apple-cart 


WHEN PADDY Ashdown gave his 
speech to his party conference, lie 
ashed a question of Ms newfneod, Tony 
Blair was the Prime Minister a control 
freak or a democrat? 

This week saw the Prime Minis ter 
give his reply. Omov (one man, one 
votel, die great cause of the Labour 
right in recent years, was simplified 
down to one man, one veto. 

In London, the Prime Minister dis- 
patAed his hendmen to bkx&K® liv- 
ings tone from running for London’s 
mayor: Meanwhile, in Wales, die gloves 
came off as an exasperated Alun 
Michael foiled to persuade Rhodd Mor- 
gan from s tanding down as candidate 
for the post of First Minister. Mr 
Michael and his cohorts are plumbing 
new depths in political chicanery by 

ypatring leadership campaign IfiR t jn- 

definitely to bum off and arm-twist sup- 
porters of Mr Morgan. 

Rather ttian malting capital out of 
these S talinis t tendencies, W illiam 
Hague seems to be catching the dis- 
ease. In a fit of pique he phoned up 
Michael Portillo to slap him down for 
writing an article which forgot to men- 
tion Mr Hague's great leadership fan 
easy thing to forget). This will backfire. 
Mr Portfilo has no official role in the 
Toiy party and will mate Mr Hague re- 
gret these attempts to limit his freedom 
to speak and write as he thinks fit. 

WHILE PADDY Ashdown wallows in his 
0 O 7 as Tony’s newest croqy the spec- 
ulation mounted, in the corridors, as to 
what crumbs would drop from the cab- 
inet table on to the Liberal Democrat 
mat A tangible prize of patronage is 
being sought to placate their uneasy 
backbenchers. Certainly Alan Bed th, the 


The week In 



Parliament 


MICHAEL 

BROWN 

deputy leader who celebrates 25 years 
in Parliament this week, looked in- 
creasingly cheerful as his name was 
touted as the next Speaker. 

Reaction in die Commons to the deal 
was scathing, however Dennis Skinner 
was less than fraternal, reminding MPs 
that the last pact in the 1970s, ended in 
tears when die Liberals ran away be- 
cause “they couldn't stand the hear. 
Tony Benn wanted to know whether 
MPs could table questions to Paddy Ash- 
down, since the Liberal Democrat 
leader had more access to Downing 
Street than Labour backbenchers. 

FRANK DOBSON^S office prides itself on 
its computer literacy, but the Millenni- 
um bug seemed to strike eariy in his de- 
partment this week. First, a draft letter 
was sent to every Labour MP telling 
them to welcome the extra money he 
was giving to toefrloc^ hospitals to re- 
duce waiting lists. Trimble was, Mr Dob- 
son was also sent the letter, teninghim 
to fill out his name and congratulate 
himself on his fine decision. 


Later, robotic electronic govern- 
ment left Mr Dobson speechless for 
over an horn: He was unable to make 
an emergency statement in the Com- 
mons on CJD because his depart- 
ment’s computers had czashed- 

As he became increasingly frantic, 
Margaret Beckett stepped into the 
breach with her weekly business state- 
ment A harassed government whip. 
Graham Allen, had to mate* Labour 
MPs ask questions to Mrs Beckett to 
deity proceedings until a hot and both- 
ered Mr Dobson finally arrived. 

Mr Dobson apologised and said the 
computer failure meant his statement 
could not be typed up. Perhaps they 
should keep an old-fashioned m a nu a l 
typewriter, or even a pen. 

HOOLIGAN OF the week was the new 
Tbry MP for South Holland and the 
Deepings, John Hayes, who lived up to 
the reputation he established at uni- 
versity -“You could have counted the 
people on campus more unpopular 
than myself on the fingers of a thal- 
idomide’s hand,” be once said taste- 
lessly. 

Mr Hayes was so unruly during 
Prime Minister’s Questions that he 
was threatened with expulsion from the 
Commons if he repeats iL Betty 
Boothroyd cautioned him with the worst 
tongue-fashing IVe seen doing her time 
as Speaker It was splendid stuff 

A (hastened Mr Hayes was already 
riding for a fall having tried, by innu- 
endo. to embarrass Peter Mandelson 
in the wake of Nick Brown’s “outing”. 
Mr Mamtelson was replying to a debate 
on factory closures when Mr Hayes in- 
terjected: “Would not the Right Hon- 
ourable gentleman do better to emulate 


the Minister of Agriculture, who ad- 
dressed the House in a mood of con- 
trition and humility?’' 

He is the mostrecentin aBneaflbries 
who have tried clumsily and unsuc- 
cessfully to cash in on Mr Mandelson's 
press difficulties. Chris Cbope, for in- 
stance, had urged Mr Mandelson to study 

toe pfakpaper-refentog, of course, to 

the financial ISmes, not the gay news- 
paper And they wonder wby they’re not 
t akym seriously as an opposition party. 

in MY new capacity as a Westminster 
elector I slipped in to the local Tories' 
public meeting entitled “Listening to 
Britain" held in a draughty church 
h aR. And what a shambles it was. 

A restless gathering of 80 members 
of the public (average age 65) waited for 
over half an hour before we were in- 
troduced to the crossbench peer Lord 
Marsh, toe master of ceremonies. The 
chief listener local MP Peter Brooke, 
arrived three-quarters of an hour late. 

He didn't miss much, however The 
first speaker was against automation 
and complained that modernisation 
would mean unemployment for paid do- 
mestic helps. Other Tories in the au- 
dience addressed the traditional issues: 
immigrants (too many); welfare state 
(too maty scroungers); toe homeless 
dfs their own fault); capital punishment 
(bring it back), etc. 

It only hotted up when one speaker 
suggested there were too many BMWs 
outside the council blocks and that rents 
should be doubled. This provoked fury 
among toe non-Tbries in toe audience. 
Those who weren't Conservatives were 
even less inclined to vote Tory by the 
end. One told me afterwards: “What a 
load of bulL When’s Brooke retiring?" 
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THE FORMER minis ter Ron 
Davies is expected to announce 
that he still intends to stand as 
a candidate for the new Welsh 
Assembly next May. 

In his first public engage- 
ment for more than 11 days, toe 
Labour MP was due to tell 
local party members at a meet- 
ing last night that their strong 
support had persuaded him to 
fight on. 

Mr Davies' supporters said 
yesterday that he was also like- 
ly to offer his constituency 
party in Caerphilly his own ex- 
planation of the incident on 
Clapham Common last month, 
which led him to quit the 
Cabinet Addressing his local 
party for toe first time since his 
resignation, he will try to cor- 
rect media coverage of the 
“error of judgement” that led 
him to pick up a man before 
being robbed. 

The new Secretary of State 
for Wales, Alun Michael, hint- 
ed this week that he would be 
prepared to include Mr Davies 
in his cabinet to run the as- 
sembly. 

One of his colleagues said 
yesterday that he was deter- 
mined to stand and pity an in- 
fluential role. “Ron has been 
immensely heartened by tiie re- 
sponse locally and wants to 
stand," he said. However; the 
Caerphilly constituency chair- 


By Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 



Bon Davies: expected to 
stand for Welsh Assembly 

man, Derek Lamb, said that Mr 
Davies would be constrained in 
his answers by a pending court 
case connected to the episode. 

A 38-year-old man is cur- 
rently remanded in custody 
charged with robbing Mr 
Davies of his car and mobile 
phone. 

Mr Lamb said that he ex- 
pected most of the 60 members 
of the constituency's general 
management committee to at- 
tend the private meeting. 

“Certain people I'm sure 
will ask questions but Ron has 
got to be very careful what he 
says. As Ear as he's able to an- 


swer he will and if he can't he 
will give the reason why.” 

Mr Davies had been due to 
address last Friday's weekly 
meeting hut withdrew because 
“he was not in the best of 
health", Mr Lamb said. 

He added that the con- 
stituency party had already ex- 
pressed “absolute support" for 
Mr Davies but the MP wanted 
to meet members face to face. 

Last week the media pres- 
sure on Mr Davies had be- 
come “intolerable”, Mr Lamb 
said, but he spoke to him cm toe 
phone yesterday and he 
seemed “much stronger". 

Mr Davies' only public ap- 
pearance since his resignation 
as Secretary of State for Wales 
was to make a brief statement 
in tiie Commons, in which he at- 
tacked toe press and appealed 
for a more tolerant society. 

His resignation as prospec- 
tive leader of toe Welsh As- 
sembly has triggered a bitter 
succession battle between Alun 
Michael, who replaced him at 
the Welsh Office, and Rhodri 
Morgan, who was defeated by 
Mr Davies in a party ballot 
earlier this year. 

Yesterday the Welsh Labour 
Party's taskforce failed to pro- 
duce concrete proposals for 
the new selection contest, but 
will meet next Thursday to an- 
nounce its decision. 


Bruno Brookes, 37, 
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THE FORMER Radio I DJ 
Bruno Brookes has become 
the latest “Tfrendy Tory” re- 
cruited ty Wfiliam Hague to re- 
vitalise the Conservative Party. 

Brookes, who was culled by 
the BBC to make way for the 
new generation of DJs, has 
been chosen as a key member 
of Hague’s Creative Forum, 
the think-tank charged with 
rebranding toe party for toe 
mnipr>nium 

The forum, which wffl advise 
on everything from toe party 
logo to its “new millennial 
brand image", meets for toe 
first time next week. Other 
members include toe fashion 
designer Katharine Hamnett 
and James Bethell, the man be- 
hind London's Ministry of 
Sound nightclub. 

Tbny Blair has made great 
political capital out of attract- 
ing celebrity support for his 


By Gary Finn 



Brookes: His company staff 
were not surprised 

“Cool Britannia" message, and 
the recruitment of scKslled 
“Then dy Tories'’ is farther evi- 
dence that Mr Hague is not pre- 
pared to cede that ground. 

Brookes, 37, boasts of bang 
a millionaire and runs a grow- 


ing media company that syn- 
dicates his shows to local radio 
such as Aire FM. Colleagues at 
the Leeds-based station said 
the move came as no surprise 
since “everyone knows Bruno 
is a Trendy Tory”. 

Brookes himself was reticent 
yesterday after being “outed" 
as a Toiy and redirected callers 
to Conservative Central Office. 

Tories hope Us combina- 
tion of business sense and 
media savvy will pay dividends. 
But whether he win supply the 
fresh approach demanded by 
Central Office remains to be 
seen. Last yeaq Brookes ap- 
peared in a billboard advert 
for Aire FM that was b ang ed by 
the Advertising Standards Au- 
thority as “offensive, sexist and 
gratuitous". The poster showed 
a cigar-toting Brookes framed 
by toe stockinged legs of his 
wife, Debbie. 
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Thirty-two years after the Moors murders, Hyde is stunned by another police investigation, now Europe’s largest. By Emma Cook 


• The town with bad memories 


A part from the two 
grim-faced grave* 
diggers intently shov- 
eling soil in the 
pouring rain, Hyde 
cemetery was an but 
deserted two weeks ago. Amid the 
rows of neatly tended granite 
graves, though, three stood out 
fown the rest Flowers had been 
placed that morning beside the 
highly poEshed headstones, but they 
still looked conspicuous. The graves 
of Marie Quinn, Bianka Pomfret 
and Ivy Lomas - all patients of Dr 
Harold Shipman - were piled high 
with mounds of fresh black earth. 

Though it was eerify quiet by earfy 
morning, the hours before must 
have been very different* police 
guards at the entrance of the ceme- 
tery the rumble of a mechanical 
earth digger, a concentrated focus 
of activity carried put under bright 
arc lights, with white tents raised 
over the graves. 

This wasn’t the first and may not 
be the last of these discreet earfy- 
moraing operations. The first ex- 
humation took place on 1 August 
when the body of 82-year-old Kath- 
leen Grundy was excavated She had 
died in June, and Dr Shipman, 52, 
now charged with murdering six of 
his patients, had given “old age” as 
a cause of death an her death cert- 
ificate. Her family had then ques- 
tioned a will, drawn up just before 
she died, that named Dr Shipman as 
the main beneficiary. At that point 
detectives said that they mi gh t be 
looking into the deaths of as many 
as 28 patients. 

The number of cases under in- 
vestigation then spiralled rapidly. 
Police indicated that the inquiry 
would cover 90 deaths, but in the last 
four weeks that figure has been re- 
ported as 116. This week the bodies 
of three more women have been ex- 
humed: Irene Tbma; 67, on Tliesday; 
AHre Kitchen, 70. cpWadneadgy; and 
Jean Lilley, 58, on Thursday. 

The sheer scale of the investig- 
ation has left the small town of 
Hyde reefing, not to mention the pol- 
ice. As a spokesman for Greater 
Manchester Police said while trying 
to clarify the chronology of this 
week’s activities, “Wfefre getting attt 
confused this end... I don't think any 
poEce farce has had to deal with any- 
thing of this nature before” 

Initially it was described as the 
largest investigation of its type in 
Britain. Now it's commonly report- 
ed as Europe’s biggest murder in- 
quiry. Not a particularly enviable 
claim to fame for the market town 
already described as an S-bend with 
chip shops. Except that this isn't the 
first time residents of Hyde have en- 
dured the media glare. Thirty-two 
years ago, the world’s press were 
focused on Hyde’s magistrates’ 
court, with its panelled walls and 
white, domed ceiling: the committal 
proceedings were held here against 
Ian Brady and Myra Hindi ey. 

As you wander around the streets 
of red-brick terraced houses, it’s 
hard to forget the proximity of the 
couples’ crimes. Look above toe 
roofs and there are the mom's, stark 
and strikingly green, dominating 
the horizon. Settled in its shadow is 
Hyde’s small town centre, anda soul- 
less shopping centre with Halford’s, 
Kwik Save and discount carpet 
shops. It has a population of around 
35,000, and its hard to imagine how 
younger people spend their time 



Above, flie scene of the exhumation in Hyde cemetery Below left Hr Shipman after his arrest below right Alice Kitchen’s grave 


Jennie Robertson/Brian Williamson 


here, and harder still to believe 
that Manchester’s livefy student 
areas, such as Chariton and Dids- 
bury, are only 15-20 minutes away 
The concrete rows of shops seem 
to cater fora (fistinctiyagsingpop- 
ulatiotr Age Concern, Ctippets, a dog 


where else in toe town, appear to at- 
tract a much older crowd. In the 
town centre residents seem muted 
and the atmosphere is gloomy. 

On toe one hand residents are 
dearly jaded by recent events and 

ffift pm siring mftfiia aftAntinry nn the 
other they find it hard to thmk of any- 
thing else - especially when their 
local cemetery is the focus of so 
much nocturnal activity. 

John Bell, a coundllaz; says, “My 
initial reaction was one of shock 
when they dug up the first grave. Wb 
knew that something untoward was 
going on - people had seen the arc 
lights late at night - then we found 
out about it in the press.” 


What has really irritated Bell 
latefy is the negative image so often 
given by the press. Words such as 
“grim” and “bleak” have begun to irk 
him - especially he says, because 
they’re so often penned by south- 
erners. “Hyde is often described in 


that’s thrown at them." 

Ifswhatistft thrown at them that 
make the experience so frustrating, 
though; residents have lived among 
toe activities of recent weeks in a 
state of virtual ignorance. Like 
everyone else, they glean their in- 
formation from the media. Police say 
they are unable to keep people in- 
formed as they are bound by toe 
rules otsubjudice, so many people 
in Hyde seem to have even more 
questions than the press who pur- 
sue thenr “Why here? How Umg will 
it go on? Is it onfy women patients?” 

“If s so upsetting not knowing 
whafs going to happen ”, says 75- 
year-old Alice Lawrence, shopping 



in the market square. One of her 
friends used to be a patient in Dr 
Shipman's surgery. “You don’t hear 
a bad word about him round here." 

“He was so well liked by patients,” 
adds Bell later “Everyone revered 
him; for his attention to detail, toe 
way he talked to people and remem- 
bered things. Some of his patients 

stffi don’t beUeve this is happening.” 



Outride AgeConoem, opposite Dr 
Shipman’s surgery which is open for 
business as usual. Ivy Teale, 68, 
voices a widely felt grievance. “If s 
the not being told anything new 
that's the worst,” she says. “Nobody 
bothers to tell you anything - you 
have to see it on the telly. % u just 
woaderhowlangitcanallgoonfoz;'' 
she adds gloomDy. 


“So many people are worried. So 
many questions are being raised 
about their relatives. There’s so 
much anxiety and stress”, says 
Father Denis Mabem, of St Paul’s 
Church, who was dose friends with 
Kathleen Grundy. “Lots of peopleare 
sharing their doubts with me. 
There's nothing worse than haring 
doubts and questions that can't be 
answered. Ifs going to cause a lot 
of long-term problems. People feel 
guilty about what’s happening.” 

Hyde, he says, is an unusually 
tight-knit community, and one that 
treats outsiders with suspicion. “'We 
recently had a funeral for a 76-year- 
old woman and the church was full. 
They turn out for things like that 
round here. There’s great support 
Very few people here wouldn’t be 
connected to each other fay blood or 
marriage. If you hurt one, you hurt 
a hundred.’' 

Father Denis also worries that 
other past associations will in- 
evitably resurface. “The Moors mur- 
ders are always in people's minds. 


But they were just getting over 
that This may bring it up again.” 

Mr Bell agrees. “It’s one of the 
great tragedies - everyone assoc- 
iates this place with those awful 
deeds, but they shouldn't” 

In The Wheatsheaf pub, though, 
ifs pretty dear which case still 
lingers in the town's psyche - or, at 
least, it does for now. Fete Matthews, 
who works for the oouncfl, says, “It's 
just strange after 30 years that 
everyone's interested in us again. 
But ask anyone in this pub and 
theyH say mare about the Moors 
murderers. What they did to those 
kids must be worse than anything 
that may have happened since. 

“They came to that Town Hah 
over there,” he says, pointing in the 
direction of the magistrates' court. 
“That’s what we remember still." 

Whether those memories are 
about to be overshadowed, we'll 
know soon enough. 

(Some names hove been changed at 
intervieurees' request) 


grooming “salon”, numerous derrtai 
and medical practices. There’s no 
cinema, and toe few pubs, like eveiy- 


an appalling way. We're proud of toe 
market town and toe people here are 
strong enough to sustain anything 
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months-pregnant wife at home in 
New Zealand a couple of hours 
before certain death. Oh, the 
manHlfn sentimentality of adults: 
tough 11-yearoWs cry only at really 
important tiling such as not being 
allowed to watch Ibp of toe Fops. 

But I cannot believe Tbm chose 
this treat only to torture his parents, 
perhaps - and this is even worse - 

mo untain- cfiinbing is in Ms blood or 
bis genes or whatever it is that 
transmits these tastes in a famify. 

If so, ft has skipped a generation. 
My mother and father may not have 
in fact met on a mountain-top, but 


they certainly spent as much time 
as possible up mountains in their 
eariy years together. I vividly 

remember them departi n g on what 
they had ann ounced would be their 
last ever climbing Wr shortly before 
my second sister was born: leaving 
two orphans, the logic went, would 
be regrettable; three orphans was 
irresponsible. 

They were right to stop, of course, 
because the odds are stacked 
against mountaineers surviving for 
long . Every year or so, my father 
would come home with grim news: 
“Tbny was killed last week. A rock 
fall on fee Zugspitz - he efid not stand 
a chance. They have four children”. 

But even after they had reluc- 
t an tfy gi ven up dimbmg,ny parents 
would regale us with tales from the 
mountains, which must have come 
to representa golden age of youthful 
freedom to them. There was toe 
fallow climber who could down pints 
of beer all night and then power up 
vertical efiffe afl day fuelled onfy by 
frmt-and-nut bars; another who lost 
afl his fingers and toes to frostbite, 
but carried on cfimh mg 

My father; who once took 18 
months to pot up a simple shelf for 
toe telephone, accomplished in one 
weekend toe far more complicated 
task of bnfidmg a lookout platform 
far me in onr conker tree; when I was 
about eight I do not remember 
haring to naghim to put it up; in fact 
I think the impetus came fitxn him, 


quite unbidden. Whether or not he 
meant to introduce me to toe thrill 
of heights in this way the experiment 
ultimately failed. 

Not straightaway though: I 
climbed trees quite happify as a 
child, and did not even particularly 
worry when I fell out a couple of 
times. But at some stage in that 
complicated period known as 
adolescence, I became convinced 
that I suffered from vertigo. 

I do not know whether its origin 
was neurotic, or whetoer toe climb- 
ing gene inherited from my parents 
was overwhelmed by a late-devel- 
oping heights-are- terrifying gene 
picked up from some earlier ances- 
tor but the conviction has never left 
me. My first and only business part- 
nership - as a window-deaner; one 
s umm er holiday when I was 17 - 
broke up after onfy a week over my 

pointhfank reftisal to dimb a ladder 

and administer to upstairs panes. 

Snre then, I have made an exhib- 
ition of myself at the top of tail build- 
ings including St Paul’s Cathedral 
toe Eiffel Tower and the Empire 
State Building hugging a wall or 
even lying cm the floor in a state of 

frenzied feac 

But I have never been near toe 
top of a mountain, and I hope that 
Tom stays well dear of them, too. If 
he shows signs of mountain-lust as 
he gets older; I win just have to buy 
him a motorbike to encourage him 
to court danger in a safer manner 


MY WEEK 

SEVEN DAYS IN THE LIFE OF ADRIAN WOOTTON, THE DIRECTOR OF 
THE LONDON FILM FESTIVAL 


Saturday 

My day was spent with Roberto 
Benigni, a wild and wonderful 
Italian comedian and director. 
On stage he said he was 
tremendously honoured and so 
excited to be there that he 
wanted to kiss every member of 
toe audience on the mouth and 
take all his clothes off. I 
managed to dissuade him. 

Sunday 

Every day during the festival 
we have a meeting at 10am 
when we work out all the 
logistics of the day. It doesn't 
matter how late you were out 
toe previous night -you have to 
be there. At 6pm there was a 
presentation of the The 
Importance qf Being Earnest 
archive restoration; Michael 
Redgrave's widow, Rachel 
Kempson, came with their 
daughter Vanessa, as well as 
Dorothy Tutin, the onfy 
surviving member of toe 
original cash After they were 
whizzed off to have a drink, I 
welcomed Willem Dafoe and did 
an interview with him on stage. 
We all ended up at The Ivy for a 
very late dinner 

Monday 

‘Terry Gilfiam. the director of 
Pear and Loathing m Las 


Vegas , got in from New York 
and we were waiting to hear if 
Johnny Depp could make it - he 
couldn’t I welcomed Terry, then 
shipped him off to a big festival 
dinner. I went back to the Fear 
and Loathing party at the 
Atlantic Bar & Grin, which 
ended at some point or other. 

TUesday 

I met Jonathan Demme and toe 
star of Storefront Hitchcock, 
the musician Robyn Hitchcock, 
at the NFT. I packed Jonathan 
off to his hotel and jumped in a 
cab to go to the gala screening 
of The Nephews. I had to make 
an appearance at the party 
afterwards to keep the sponsors 
happy, though my body is 
craving sleep. I made the 
mistake last year of going to my 
hotel room to lie down for 20 
minutes and nearly slept 
through an interview 1 was 
supposed to be doing on stage. 
Tm not doing that this year. 

Wednesday 

The British gala performance of 
Woking Ned. All the parties and 
receptions blur into one after a 
bit, though I don't drink- I'd 
□ever be able to be articulate to 
sponsors. They only way 1 
survive is on coffee and 
cigarettes. 


Thursday 

The young American star Matt 
Damon will be arriving 
tomorrow, so we had to deal 
with all the private jets and 
security arrangements. 
Meanwhile I flew from 
screening to screening with 
different people. Then I had to 
take a bunch of people to 
dinner. Fbrty minutes later I 
rushed bade for another Q&A, I 
rarely eat a full meal during the 
festival 1 usually end up having 
a few bits of bread and some 
canapes in the evening. 

Friday 

Matt Damon Day started eariy 
at 9.30am. Now we have to 
worry about things like security 
barriers and which cars to allow 
into Leicester Square. I've still 
got screenings to introduce and 
Q&As to do before changing 
into my tuxedo. There’s also a 
wild party going on in St 
Martin's Crypt tonight which I 
think will be quite a contrast to 
our elegant gala. IT1 just be glad 
when it's 8.30pm and Matt 
Damon’s on stage. 

Interview by 

GLENDA COOPER 

The London Film Festival is in 
its 42nd year, showing 150 
features from around the world 
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TOMMY FLOWERS'S contribution 
to codebreaking in the Second 
World War was immense. He Led the 
team that designed and built Colos- 
sus - the first electronic program- 
mable computer - to break the 
complex encoded communiques 
between the German High Com- 
mand and the field. The first model 
was demonstrated at Bletchley 
Park, the British forces’ Intelli- 
gence Centre, in December 1943, 
with a foster version in operation by 
June 1944, days before D Day. His- 
torians believe that the code- 
breaking facilitated by Colossus 
shortened the war by two years. 

As the war progressed and the 
volume of enemy encrypted radio in- 
tercepts increased, it became evi- 
dent that the manual method then 
in use for deciphering this materi- 
al was woefully inadequate. The 
Post Office Engineering Depart- 
ment at DolHs HID in London was in- 
volved in many different projects 
designed to further the war effort, 
and an approach was made by 
Bletchley Park for assistance in de- 
vising equipment to speed up the de- 
cryption process. 

Flowers bad joined the staff at the 
Research Station at DoUis HOI in the 
mid-1930s. A team-player with un- 
conventional technical ideas, he 
had established himself as a man of 



Belated recognition 


considerable foresight in the field of 
telephone exchange switching de- 
sign, and was asked to find an an- 
swer to this problem. He devised a 
machine, called a “Robinson" (as he 
described it later, it was “a Heath 
Robinson affair held together with 
string and seating wax”). 

The use of thermionic valves was 
felt by many of those concerned to 
be a weak point in the design of this 
kind of machine. Flowers made the 
revolutionary claim that a valve left 
on all the time, and not switched on 
and off as required would have a 
very long life. The Staff Engineerin 
charge atDHhad faith in Flowers, 
and backed him. A small design 
team was formed in great secrecy 
to work on the first and subsequent 
machines, the last of which were the 
10 Colossus machines, having 2,500 
valves apiece, which were so suc- 
cesahiDyen^ik^^atBl^chJcyPait 

Colossus was designed to deal 
with the complex intelligence known 
as Fish, with messages sometimes 
10,000 characters in length sent be- 
tween Hitler’s High Command and 
commanders in the field, and con- 
taining vital information on troop dis- 
positions, ration strengths, and even 
details of leave arrangements for 
generals. The Morse-transmitted 
Enigma code, on the other hand al- 
though very complex, used mes- 
sages of a purely tactical nature, 
which were never more than 250 
characters long. This work had no 
association with Colossus. 

Colossus was engaged on the 
statistical analysis of the enemy 
teleprinter intercepts. A separate 
machine to use this data to decipher 
■each message was needed and 
Flowers arranged for me. a former 
member of the DH staff, then in the 
Army in North Africa engagpd on an- 
other DH-backed project, to be post- 
ed home to join Ids team. Busy 
though he was. Flowers made a daily 
. visit to his small band working in a 
small laboratory to observe progress. 

The new machines, codenamed 
“Tunny", were to be fed with an en- 
ciphered message tape, and after 
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The Colossus at Bletchley Park, 1943 


Science Museum / Science & Society Picture Library 


being set up according to the Colos- 
sus data, were to produce a printed 
output on a teleprinter in dear Ger- 
man lb facilitate the testing ofltamy, 
(me of the design engineers devised 
a certain set of code wheel patterns, 
and on his next visit Flowers was in- 
vited to type in the message “Now 
is the time for all good mm to come 
to the aid of the party”. IBs delight 
at seeing the machine print out “I . 
wandered lonely as a cloud that 
floats on high o’er vales and Mis” 
was reward enough for the small 
band, who like Flowers, did a 12- or 
14-hour day without complaint. 

Born in the East End of London 
in 1905, Flowers gained a scholarship 
to technical college, enabling him to 


stay on until 16. He served a four- 
year mechanical apprenticeship at 
the Royal Arsenal in Woolwich, 
gained a London University degree 
in Engineering through evening 
classes, and then joined the Post Of- 
fice as an electrical engineer in 1926, 
aged 20. Besides his involvement with 
electronic telephone transmissions, 
he also did sterling work in the for- 
ward line of (he DH hockey team in 
the Immediate pre-war years. After 
the wai; he continued his work at 
Dohis Hill, applying his expertise of 
electronics to telephone switching 
and si gnalling systems. 

He was appointed MBE for his 
contribution to the war effort along 
with a rather meagre £1,000 award. 


but, since the codebreaking activi- 
ties at Bletchley Park were kept se- 
cret for 30 years. Flowers remained 
largely unknown to the public. Only 
later did his work receive recogni- 
tion -he was presented with an hon- 
orary doctorate from Newcastle 
University in 1977, and another in 
1993 from De Montfort University in 
Leicester A reconstruction of Colos- 
sus is now on view at the Bletchley 
Park museum. 

G. a Hayward 

Thomas Harold Floioers, engineer, 
bom London 22 December 1905; 
MBE 1943; married 1935 Eileen 
Green (too sons); died London 28 
October 1998. 


Nina Youshkevitch 


THE RESPECTED New York City- 
based ballet teacher Nlia Youshke- 
vitch was a rare renr.'ning direct 
link with the legacy of the great 
choreographer Bnonfoava Nijinska. 
She was a protegee f i Nijinska both 
as dancer and as teacher. 

In recent times, Nijinska’s daugh- 
ter and heir. Irina Nijinska, encour- 
aged Youshkevitch to reconstruct 
lost Nijinska ballets in which 
Youshkevitch had danced. Both 
were eager to bring to tight the 
breadth of Nijinska’s contributions 
beyond the best-known works, Les 
Biches and Les /Voces. Starting in 
1990. working from memory and 
the methodical Nijinska's notations, 
Youshkevitch staged Ravel's Bolero 
(the original ballet made for Ida Ru- 
binstein in 1928). the poetic abstract 
Chopin Concerto, and the Bride's 
solo in the Stravinsky Le Baiser de 
la Fee, and was prepared to do 
more. 

The daughter of the distinguished 


playwright and novelist Semyon 
Youshkevitch, she left Russia with 
her family in 1921. They settled in 
Paris, where from the age of seven 
she studied ballet under leading 
teachers of the time, Olga Preobra- 
jenska. Lubov Egorova, and Leo 
Staats. She also graduated from 
the Conservatoire de Paris with a 
first prize in piano. She was chosen 
by Nijinska flora the age of 10 for her 
companies, dancing such roles as La 
Garqonne in Les Biches and the 
Bride in Le Baiser de la Fee. 

On a tour by a second Colonel de 
Basil company to Australia and 
New Zealand in 1936-37, she was be- 
friended by the British dance writer 
Arnold Haskell, who chronicled the 
tour in Dancing Around the World 
(1937), singling her out among the 
younger dancers as a true ballerina, 
with her sense of the grand manner 
and her musicality. With an equally 
young Igor Youskevitch (no relation) 
she danced Aurora. Odette, and the 


Princess in Nijinska’s sophisticated 
fairy tale The Hundred Kisses- 
Youshkevitch then joined Nijinska 
at the Polish Ballet as prima 
ballerina The ballets made for her in- 
cluded Chapin Concerto, which called 
on her virtuoso turning ability for ex- 
pressive purposes and won the Paris 
Choreographic Prize. She danced in. 
the ballet at Covent Garden. 

\bushkevitch emigrated to the 
United States in 1940, where she be- 
came ballerina of the Metropolitan 
Opera Ballet and danced Aurora in 
the first full-length Sleeping Beau- 
ty in the US in 1945, in San Francisco. 

In 1947, she began teaching in Ni- 
jinska’s studio in Hollywood She 
started her own company in 1952, 
choreographed for television, and 
taught highly regarded classes in 
New York from 1977 until June this 
year. Her students included the ris- 
ing young Jennie Somogyi of the 
New York City Ballet 
Youshkevitch's first reconstruc- 


tion of Nijinska's work was the 
Bride’s solo from Le Baiser de la FCe 
in 1990. She staged Bolero in 1995 for 
the Oakland (California) Ballet, and 
was to restage it at La Scala, Milan, 
for an Ida Rubinstein evening in 1999. 
Chopin Concerto came next in 1995- 
96 for Goucher College in Maryland, 
and the second movement for Oak- 
land Ballet in 1997, with the complete 
ballet planned to follow in 1999. 

It is to be hoped that the legacy 
of Nijinska will be carried on, in spite 
of the death of Irina Nijinska in 1991 
and of the soft-spoken, regal, and 
dedicated Nina Youshkevitch, who 
liked to say, “Nijinska was absolutely 
amazing because she had so many 
ballets, and no two look alike.” 

Marjlvnhunt 

Nina Youshkevitch. ballet dancer 
and teacher, bom Odessa, Russia 
7 December 1920; married Robert 
Johnson (one son); died New York 
3 November 1998. 



Youshkevitch in Swan Lake : a 
drawing by Daryl Lindsay 


IN FRANCE, as in Britain, the 80th 
anniversary of the Armistice of 11 
November 1918 was celebrated 
with a particular emotion. 

It was dear that the number of 
those who had served in the First 
World War and who were still alive 
had been dramatically reduced. 
’Would there be anyone still afire next 

year? Therefore a number of former 

soldiers, of whom the youngest was 
98 and the oldest was 107, were dec- 
orated with the Legion d'Honneur by 
the tomb of the unknown soldier at 
the Arc de Triomphe. 

But, in addition, one soldier was 
to receive the same decoration in his 
home village in Africa. Abdoulaye 
Ndiaye, aged 104 (or 109, by his own 
report) was to be honoured by the 
French ambassador in Dakar, who 
would make his way to Thiovor; 
with its 1500 inhabitants, on 11 No* 
vember But the day before, as be 
was choosing the tunic that he would 
wean the last of the Senegalese 
riflemen collapsed and died. 

This death has aroused much 
emotion in France, not only be- 
cause of the particular circum- 
stances in which it took place, but 
because there was a real interest in 
recalling the role that troops from 
overseas France played in the First 
Worid War (and subsequently in the 
second). It basbeen said that 180,000 
troops were mobilised who came 
from French West Africa and that 
25,000 of them perished. But because 
these figures were small, compared 
with the numbers ofFrenchmen who 
served in the army and compared 
wito the terrible numbers of French- 
men who were Mlled, they have in- 
vaxiabty been overlooked 

It was General Charles Mangin 
who, in his 1910 book La Force 
Noire, sought to supplement the 
demographic weakness of France ly 
calling upon toe manpower reserves 
of the French colonial empire. In 1915 
he spoke ofan army of half a million 
men coming from West Africa and 
Indo-China. The case of Abdoulaye 
Ndiaye shows that events did not 
follow such grand aspirations. 

His earliest memories of the 
French, as he told the journalists 
who visited him, were of traders who 
bought ground-nut ml and of soldiers 
who protected toe Africans from toe 
“Moors” who sought to enslave 
them. Then, one day, toe FVendi mil- 
itary arrived in the village and said 
that because France had brought 
the benefits of civilisation, they must 
in return protect France against 
her enemies. 

Apparently certain individuals 
were- forced to volunteer But a 
cousin of Ndiaye refused and went 
into hiding. Consequently, his father 
Ndiaye’s unde, was imprisoned 
But he was of noble caste and Ndi- 
aye felt obliged to volunteer in order 
that he should be released Hence he 
found himself, along with 10 others 
from the village, undergoing medical 
tests in Louga, travelling from 
Dakar to Morocco, and from there 
to Marseilles. 

During this time he received in- 
struction in the French language, 
which was all the more necessary 
since the West African contingent 
did not all speak the same lan- 
guage. He was also given an ele- 
mentary military tr aining . All this 
must have been very rapid since his 
military record, as documented in 
the archives, show him as being on 
the front in Belgium, where he was 
wounded, in August 1914. (The order 
for general mobilisation was issued 
in Baris on toe afternoon of Saturday 
1 August, and the German declara- 
tion of war on France was 3 August ) 


We know that be spent some 
■ timp in hospital after this wound and 
we know that he always carried the 
scars on the top of bis head But 35 

he was also wounded on toe Somme 

in July 1916 it is not dear what ex- 
perience followed which wounding- 
He appears to have seen much of 
the war. In addition to fighting on the 
Northern Front in 1915 he took part 
in the Dardanelles expedition. 

Britain and France had declared war 

on the Ottoman Empire in Novem- 
ber 19)4 but the French High Com- 
mand had been reluctant to take 
troops away from the vital Western 
Front and had only consented to 
send a contingent made up of For- 
eign Legionnaires, troops who had 
been in depots and Senegalese. 

Ndiaye remembered catching a 
glimpse of Istanbul in the mist, 
but as a Muslim, he remembered 
particularly that the French com- 
mander thought that he would sur- 
prise the enemy by attacking on a 
Friday toe day of prayer He re- 
membered that he and some of his 
companions wept because they did 
not want to make war against fellow 
Muslims. 

He had no fi lings about toe 
Germans. He knew nothing about 
them except that they were very cun- 
ning and that they wanted to kill him. 
He was young and strong. He re- 
called breaking a German soldier’s 
legs before making him prisoner He 
found two Germans hiding in a shell 
hole and threw his grenade at them. 
He never thought of disobeying or- 
ders but he was thinking of his 
unde back in Thiowor. If he were to 
desert that would bring shame 

OD him. 

He met many French people, 
since, apart from his stays in hos- 
pital, he and other African troops 
were moved south during the win- 
ter; and he seems to have spent some 
time in Saint Raphael There were 
French people who had never seen 
anyone as black as him, and they 
asked if it was the sun thathadmade 
him thus, “or was it the work of 
God?" French women, he claimed, 
gave him food and some of them 
wanted to make love with him. but 
he refused. 

After the Dardanelles he fought 
on toe Somme, at Verdun in 1917 and 
again in 1918. He was made a cor- 
poral. After the armistice he was 
given the Croix de Guerre and asked 
to re-enlist. But, according to one 
French journalist, he wanted to get 
back to his mother; his brother and 
his camel He lived the rest of his 
days in Thiowor. 

In many ways he was like any old 
soldien talking about “14 to 18", re- 
membering Ids old army number 
(14576), recalling the discomforture 
of toe trendies. Perhaps he did not 
know how rare it was for the French 
to recognise the role of the troops 
from VAfrique Noire. It was not 
until May 1983 that a movement ac- 
knowledged “toe memory of the 
Senegalese soldiers who died in the 
battle of the Cbemindes Dames". 

.Ndiaye did discover that a war 
pension was due to him as a soldier 
who had been wounded. This was in 
1949. He received from that date a 
regular monthly pension which was 
much less that that received by 
men of French nationality. But it kept 
his family, some 30 people in all in 
their primitive comfort. He also re- 
ceived toe right to travel on French 
railways at a reduced rate. 

Douglas Johnson 

Abdoulaye Ndiaye . soldier: born 
Thiouor, Senegal 1894; married; 
died Thiovor 10 November 1998. 


Margaret Keay 


ALTHOUGH HER speciality was 
plant pathology, the diseases of 
field crops. Margaret Keay con- 
tributed extensively to the devel- 
opment of emergent educational 
institutions in Africa. Throughout 
the several phases of her career, 
she held the causes of equal oppor- 
tunity. black and white, male and 
female, dear to her heart 

Born in South Africa in 1911, she 
spent much of her working life in 
Africa. She was an only child born 
of Scottish parents in Pretoria and, 
as she recalled, ran free in the 
bush from a house behind the Par- 
liament building there. It was not a 
house of luxury, even though her fa- 
ther was Under secretary for Jus- 
tice in the then Union of Sooth 
Africa, but a strict, religious home. 
Her birthday celebrations consisted 
of a birthday tea and being told that 
a sum of money had been sent to the 
local orphanage. 

She went away to secondary 
school at the Collegiate School for 
Girls in Port Elizabeth, a long jour- 
ney alone on the train. In later 
years she had difficulty coping with 
people who were always late. You 
see, she would say, they were not 
brought up to the fact that, if they 
missed the train, it would be three 
days before there was another. 

It seems as if Margaret Keay long 
had an eye on Cambridge, for she 


had discovered that Cape Town de- 
grees were recognised by Cam- 
bridge University At Cape Town she 
was taught by women members of 
staff who had been to Cambridge, so 
she knew that if she was to suc- 
cessfully complete a higher degree 
there she would only be awarded the 
title of the degree. Undaunted, she 
completed a degree in Botany, then 
a Secondary Teachers Certificate 
(with distinction), before arriving at 
Newnham College in 1934 to work in 
the then Botany School as a research 
student under Professor F.T Brooks 
in Mycology and Plant Pathology. 

The Botany School had fewer 
than a dozen research students at 
that time so they were a close-knit 
community. Newnham had strict 
ideas about how its members should 
conduct themselves - they even 
had to pass a painting proficiency test 
on the Upper Cam before being al- 
lowed to punt along the Backs. 

Her first post was as Research 
Assistant in the Department of Agri- 
cultural Biology at Reading Uni- 
versity, later promoted to lecturer in 
1943. Reading was followed by a time 
in Norfolk, researching diseases of 
flax, at that time an important con- 
stituent of parachute harnesses. At 
the end of the Second Worid War she 
returned to Cambridge to work with 
the then Commonwealth Potato 
Collection which was attached to the 



'Just off to change before your 
lecture?’ 


School of Agriculture of the univer- 
sity' Britain was in the gloomy pe- 
riod of the post-war depression and 
rationing and indeed bread rationing 
was still in force. Keay would some- 
times appear at my mother-in-law’s 
door with one or two potatoes surplus 
to experimental requirements. 

During this time. Keay joined a 
pressure group, based on the 
Women Graduates Club, calling for 
the foundation of a third college for 
women at the university (Girton 
and Newnham were the only col- 
leges open to women). It was a 


source of considerable satisfaction 
to her that first New Hall and latei; 
Lucy Cavendish, came into being. 

In 1954 she was appointed to 
Makerere College at Kampala. 
Uganda (later redesignated Mak- 
erere University College as part of 
toe University of East Africa and 
now Makerere University), as Read- 
er in Agricultural Botany in the 
newly founded Faculty of Agricul- 
ture. Makerere was a challenge as 
it upgraded itself, first to a con- 
stituent college of London Univer- 
sity, then as one of the three 
components of the University of 
East Africa. Keay was appointed 
Head of the new Department of Ag- 
icultural Biology after just six years. 

She was no push-over, requiring 
to be convinced by reasoned argu- 
ment and accurately estimated 
costs when her staff put forward pro- 
posals for teaching or research. 
Her famous duplicate book was in 
evidence here. Fbr every note she 
wrote on departmental matters 
there was a dated carbon cipy. No 
use saying that you did not know this 
or that, she had the evidence to 
prove otherwise. 

She also expected good stan- 
dards of dress and behaviour Pass- 
ing a colleague in the corridor whom 
she perceived to be inappropriate- 
ly dressed, she enquired, “Just off to 
change before your lecture?" For 


men, a tie (even with short-sleeved 
shirts) and properly cut and laun- 
dered shorts (with knee-length 
stockings) were de rigueur. 

She was a very effective lecturer 
and teacher, giving degree courses 
in plant systematics and morphol- 
ogy, climatology, lower plants and 
micro-organisms as well as plant 
pathology and the botany of East 
African crop plants. 

She was elected to toe College 
Council, and served as Dean of toe 
Faculty of Agriculture fbr the acad- 
emic year 1962-63. She was Convenor 
of the Scholarships Committee of the 
Uganda Association of University 
Wbmen and was closely associated 
with the establishment of the bur- 
sary fund for the secondary educa- 
tion of girls in Uganda, as well as 
being a member of the Uganda 
Foundation for the Blind. 

After 10 years at Makerere. and 
knowing that her academic progress 
there was blocked, she moved to 
Northern Nigeria as Senior Plant 
Pathologist in the Institute for Agri- 
cultural Research and Special Ser- 
vices at Ahmadu Bello University. 
Her section was responsible for re- 
search and specialist advisory work 
on plant disease problems in the 
Northern States. Her teaching and 
administrative abilities were quick- 
ly recognised by her appointment in 
1968 to the Chair and Headship of a 


newly established Department of 
Crop Protection. 

Nigeria was unsettled at this 
time and frequent road blocks were 
encountered whilst travelling. While 
driving to the Jos Plateau to collect 
examination materials, she was 
stopped at a road block, the car and 
her luggage thoroughly searched. 
On her return journey, she was 
stopped at the same place by the 
same soldiers. She offered to open 
her suitcase -“No need. Madam, we 
know the colour of your slippers." 

On retirement from Ahmadu 
Bello University in 1971, aged 60, she 
was awarded a Resettlement Fel- 
lowship by the Inter-University 
Council for Higher Education Over- 
seas tenable at Vfye College, in 
Kent, part of London University. A 
year later, Margaret Keay was ap- 
pointed Academic Assistant to the 
Principal and Dean of Wbmen Stu- 
dents at Wye College. She retired 
in 1976, having been made an hon- 
orary life member of wye College 
Union Society. 

From August 1976, she was of- 
fered “desk space” in the Depart- 
ment of Applied Biology at 
Cambridge, where she remained in 
association with a wide range of bi- 
ologists working on post-harvest 
biology problems, unto it closed in 
September 1989. 

Retirement did not stop a con- 


tinuous stream of visitors beating a 
path to her door for discussion, aca- 
demic debate, advice or a friendly 
chaL Her visitors were of all ages, 
for one of her great attributes was 

alifelong interest in “the young”. She 
had an imposing presence and a 
strong voice, which frightened more 
than just young children. 

It was a fitting memorial that at 
her funeral service the benediction 
included the following from a card 
above her desk; “Learn widely. 
Inquire minutely. Think carefully, 
Discuss clearly, AND Practise 
earnestly" (Confucius, 551-479 BC). 

William Block 

Margaret Agnes Keay , plant 
pathologist: bom Pretoria, South 
Africa 11 June mi; Reader in 
Agricultural Botany , Makerere 
College. Kampala ( later Makerere 
University College! 1954-64. Head 
of Department 1960-64, Dean of the 
Faculty of Agriculture 1962-63; 
Senior Plant Pathologist. Institute 
for Agricultural Research, Ahm- 
adu Bello University 1964-68, Pro- 
fessor, and Head of foe Department 
of Crop Protection 1968-71; QBE 
1972; Academic Assistant to the 
Principal, and Dean of Women 
Students, Wye College 1972-76; 
Associate, Neumhom College 
Cambridge 1974-98; died Cam- 
bridge 26 October 199S. 
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Gerald Long 


ft 


GCTALO long spent almost all of his 
SSje OTth Reuters, the old- 
80(1 ^ennafion 
^engr. He became known first as a 
capable journalist, and later as a 
active if temperamental manager 
Hewas appointed general manager 
to Renters at the age ofonfy 39 in 1963* 

he left m 1981. During those 18 years the 

agenqy wag transformed from a faua- 
ness in slow decline into one of great 

SlITTMO 9nR n«a4.L!TU- T. ■ 


credit for this revolution should 
oe given to Long personally remains a 
matto* of dispute, especially among 
Loose who worked under him at Reuters. 

Longwas bom at ■Satin 1922, the son 
of a postman. He was educated at St 
Peter’s School, Sirfc, and at Emmanuel 
College, Cambridge, where he read 
Modern Languages, taking a First in 

Pnrt T nFfhn'lWuu. Tm_n _ . 



— in post- 

war Germany he became involved in 
setting up newspapers under British 
military controL In 1948 he joined 
Reuters as one of its first graduate 
trainees. Long spoke both French and 

f^nYIhn lilia n __ -3 I . 


a rare, because equal, admiration for 
French and German literature, music, 

art and - not least - food and drink. 

After spells as a Reuter correspcra- 
dent in ftris and Ankara, in 1856 be was 
appointed chief representative in Ger- 
many. in 1959 his journalistic gwng led 
to his being temporarily transferred 
back to Paris to reinforce the coverage 
by Reuters of one of the most dramat- 
ic post-war news stories, the stately re- 
turn to power ot General de Gaofle. In 
1960 Long became assistant general 
manager for Europe, based in London. 

Gerry Long’s personality was in- 
triguing. His mind was subtle, but not 
his nwTinpf Qe had a Yorkshire forth- 
rightness, which many took for brosque- 
ness, sometimes correctly. %t he could 
be engaging. His face provided a strik- 
ing canvas for either humour His hair 
was short-cropped, his eye steady, his 
gesture firm, his voice slow but dedshne. 

AD found themselves at odds wifo him 
sooner or later; even his proteges. The 
answer was not to let him slip into bul- 
lying. He enjoyed free-wheeling dis- 
cussion (time-wasting, said his critics), 
and he might accept contradiction if it 
was well-informed and obviously for the 
good of Reuters. His concern for the old 
agency was undoubted, and his knowl- 
edge of its history considerable. Fran 
1963 he set out to make Reuters into an 
aggressive and profitable organisation, 
such as it had been in Julius Reuter's 
prime a century earlier. “I felt I had 
much in common with him." 


To introduce the necessary novel 
products and services Bentos needed 
fresh capital. Long persuaded a reluc- 
tant board to borrow heavDy. In 1967 the 
long-standing but inappropriate de- 
pendence of Reuters upon two OS news 
suppliers - AP and Dow Jones - for 
much American general news and eco- 
nomic information was at last ended. 
This was a financially risfy but essen- 
tial initiative if Reuters was to become 
a truly independent and global news 
provider Long forced the proposal 
through the Renter board. 

In the nggf year the handling of gun- 
eral news by Reuters in its London 
newsroom was modernised try the in- 
troduction of a computerised message 
switching system. Even more revolu- 
tionary was the introduction during 
the 1960s and 1970s by Reuters Eco- 
nomic Services of a succession of com- 


His mind was 
subtle, but not his 
manner. Many took 
his Yorkshire 
forthrightness for 
brusqueness - 
sometimes correctly 



Long was at the head of Renters from 1963 to 1981 


puterised electronic products for world 
financial markets. 

For this breakthrough, however; 
Long must share the credit with others. 
These innovative products were found 
or devised hy various young managers 
within RES, especially Michael Nelson 
and Glen Renfrew. Long’s contribution 
was, first, to recognise the great open- 
ings fo- profit whidiw«eb^igofl^ied; 
and secondly, to calm a timid board in 

tfa* fty p of fte mwvniriafrlp siq rfaip 

With regard to technical problems and 


to delegate, even to the point oflaaness. 

The Reuter Monitor Money Rates 
service, launched in 1973, proved to be 
particuIaifyprofilabtediangiDginafew 
years the very face and fortunes of 
Reuters. As late as 1968 the company 
was sm reporting an overall loss; by 
1961, the year of Long's departure, itwas 
heading towards annual profits of hun- 
dreds of millions. Glen Renfrew Long’s 
successor as managing director; en- 
sured that this success quickly caused 
himself and Nelson to become multi- 


millionaires through share options. In 
contrast. Long, who had been their chief; 
received no such great extra financial 
reward for his work. He always daimed 
that he did not care about this, which 
may have been true. None the less, in 
1965 one follow journalist (not from 
Reuters) described Long in print as a 
“tragic hero”. Perhaps the financial 
deprivation was not exactly tragic, and 
maybe Long was never quite a bero. But 
the remark was significant 
By the late 1970s Long was obvious- 
ly bored by his job at Reuters, and in 1981 
he eagerly accepted an invitation from 
Rupert Murdoch to become managing 
director of limes Newspapers, and 
subsequently deputy rhairman of News 
International Unfortunately this career 
move dki not work out Long had no ex- 
perience of newspaper management, 
and he lacked the patience (even if he 
possessed the deviousness) necessary 
to deal with the print unions. He also be- 
came something of a laughing-stock in 
journalistic circles over an intense cor- 
respondence published in The Times 


Gazette 


Births, 

MARRIAGES 

& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


HAMMERS LEY: On 7 November; 
to Alexandra Uiec SprattJ and 
PfcuZ, a daughter Mia Theadora 


Announcements for 
Gazette BIRTHS, MAR- 
RIAGES & DEATHS (Births. 
Adoptions, Marriages, 
Deaths, Memorial services. 
Wedding anniversaries. In 
memoriam! are charged at 
£6.50 a line (VAT extra). 
OTHER Gazette announce- 
ments (notices, functions. 
Forthcoming marriages. 
Marriages), which most be 
submitted in writing 
fpJease include a daytime 
telephone number), are 
charged at no a tine, vat 
extra. 

The Independents main 
switchboard number is 
0171-293 2000. 

The OBITUARIES e-mail 
address is 


changing of the guard 
TODAY 

The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Queen’s Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, liam; 
Nijmegen Company 
Grenadier Guards moimte 
the Queen’s Guard, at Buck- 
ingham Palace, lLSOam, 
band provided by the 
Coldstream Guards. 

TOMORROW 
The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Queen's Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, 10am- 


BIRTHDAYS 

TOMORROW: The Prince 
of Wales. 50; King Hussein 
of Jordan, 63; Sir Lawrie 
Barra tt chairman. Barratt 
Developments, pic, 71; Dr 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali, 
former secretary-general. 
United Nations, 76; Mr 
Quentin Crewe, writer and 
restaurateur; 72; Mr James 
Crowtien, Lord-Lieutenant 
of Cambridgeshire, 71; Mr 
Paul Dacre, editor; Daily 
Mail 50; Mr Lord Dawson 
QC, former Solicitor General 
for Scotland, 50; Mr Michael 
Dobbs, novelist, 50; Ms 
Louise l^nwian MP, 53; Mr 
David Elstein. chief execu- 
tive, Channel 5, 54; The 
Right Rev Mgr George 
Hay, parish priest, 68: M 
Bernard Hinault, cyclist 44; 
Mr Peter Katin, concert 
pianist, 68; Mr Mark Le 
Fanu, general secretary, the 
Society of Authors, 52; Mr 
Thomas Macan, ambas- 
sador to Lithuania, 52; Air 
Marshal Sir Richard Nel- 
son, 91; Mr Patrick NicboQs 
MP, 50; Mr Gonther Sachs, 
former bobsleigh champion, 
66; Miss Diana SkObeck, 
Headmistress, the Queen's 
School, Chester; 56; Sir Dud- 
ley Snath, former MR 72; Sir 
Joseph Smith, former direc- 
toi; Public Health Laboratory 
Sendee, 68; Sir Arthur Watts 
QC, former legal advisei; 
Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office, 67; The Rev John 
Wrtheridge, Headmaster, 
Charterhouse, 45. 

TOMORROW Mr Ed 
Asner, actor; 69; Mr Howard 
Baker, lawyer and senator; 
73; Mr J.G. Ballard, science- 
fiction writer; 68; Mr John 
Ml BanfieJd, former chair- 
man, Mobil Oil, 51; Mr 
Daniel Barenboim , pianist 
and conductor; 56; Mr 
Andrew Castle, tennis play- 
er and broadcaster; 35; Sir 
Geoffrey Chandler, chair- 
man, Amnesty International, 
UK Business Group. 76; 

Miss Petals Clark, singer 
and actress, 66; Mr Andre 
Deutscb, publisher 81; Pro- 


fessor Peter Dickinson, 
pianist and composes 64; Mr 
Martin Hammond, Head- 
master of Tonbridge School, 
54; Mr John Hobbonse, 
former chairman, RSPCA, 

88; Miss Paula Kahn, for- 
mer chief executive and 
chairman, L ongman Group, 

58; Mr Aleksander Kwas- 
niewski, President of 
Poland, 44; Mr Brian Low, 
former High Commissioner 
to Papua New Guinea, 61; 
Lord Mackay of Ardbreck- 
nish, former MR 60; Mr 
David Rae Smith, chartered 
accountant, 79; Mr Paul 
Raymond, impresario, 73; 
Canon Eric Staples, former 
chaplain to the Queen, 88; 

Mr Sam Waterston, acton 
58; Sir Roger Young, former 
Principal, George Watson’s 
College, Edinburgh, 75. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

TODAY 

Births: Benjamin Hoadly, 
Bishop of Bangor, 1676; 
William Glen, poet, 1789; 
Claude- Oscar Monet, 
Impressionist painter. 1840; 
Leo Hendrik Baekeland, 
inventor of B a k dite, 1863; 
Pan®; Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Indian statesman, 1889; Mrs 
Mamie Eisenhower (Mamie 
DoucD, 1896; Harold Larwood, 
cricketer 1904; Dame Elisa- 
beth Frink, scxdptoi; 1930. 

Deaths: Justinian % Roman 
emperor; 565; Nell (Eleanor) 
Gwyn, actress and mistress 
of Charles 0, 1687; Louise de 
Keroualle, Duchess of 
Portsmouth, mistress of 
Chutes II, 1734; Georg WD- 
heim Friedrich Hegel, 
philosopher; 1831; Hector 
Hugh Mnnro (“Said"), writer; 
killed in action 1916; Tony 
Richardson, film and theatre 
director; 1991. 

On this day: one of tire 
greatest known earthquakes 
to England occurred, 1318; 
book tokens first went on 
sale, 1932; Coventry Cathe- 
dral was destroyed by enemy 
bombing. 1940; the aircraft 


. carrier Ark Royal was sunk, 
1941; the New Musical 
Express published Britain’s 
first pop music chart, 1952; 
after a subterranean volcano 
erupted, a new island, 
named Surtsey, appeared oft 
Iceland, 1963; the Apollo 12 
spacecraft was launched 
from Cape Kennedy, 1969; 
Princess Anne married Cap- 
tain Marie Phillips, 1973. 

Today is the Feast Day of St 
Adeotus Aribert, St Dubri- 
cius or Dyfrig, St Laurence 
OTbole, St Nicholas Thvelic, 
St Peter of Narbonne and St 
Stephen of Cuneo. 


TOMORROW 
Births: Catharine of Bragan- 
za, queen of Charles H, 1638; 
William Pitt the Elder; first 
Earl of Chatham, statesman, 
1708; Sir WZliam (Friedrich 
WOhelm) Herschel 
astronomer; 1738; Charlotte 
Mary Mew; poet, 1869; Geor- 
gia O’Keeffe, painter; 1887; 
William AvereU Hamman, 
diplomat, 1891; Erwin 
Johannes Eugen Rommel, 
field marshal, 1891; Aneurin 
Bevan, statesman, 1897; Sir 
SachevereD Sitwell Bt, poet 
and writer; 1897; Hamish 
Hamilton, publisher; 1990. 

Deaths: Johannes Kepler; 
astronomer; 1630; Aelbert 
Jaccbsz Cuyp, painter; 1691; 
George Romney, portrait 
painter; 1802; Emil 
Durkheim, sociologist, 1917; 
Viola Tree, actress and 
author, 1938; Lionel Barry- 
more (Blythe), actor; 1954; 
Tyrone Edmund Power; 
actor; 1958; John Le 
Mesurien actor; 1983. 

On tins day: Isaac Pitman 
published his shorthand 
system, 1837; London was 
flooded when the Thames 
rose by over 28 feet, 1875; 
Brazil became a republic, 
1889; floods and landslides 
caused over 500 deaths in 
northern Haiti, 1963. 

Tomorrow is the Feast Day 
of Saints Ahftnis, Gurias and 


Samonas, St Albert the 
Great, St Desiderius or Dith- 
er of Cohors, St Kntan of 
Rheinau, St Leopold of 
Austria and St Malo or 
Machutus. 


LECTURES 

TODAY 

National Gallery: Tbm Par- 
sons, “Mythical Beasts (h): 
Poussin, CephaZus and 
Aurora”, 12 noon. 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Frances Musket; 
“Fashionable Dress, 1550- 
1700", 2pm. 

Tate Gallery: Laurence 
Bradbury, “John Singer Sar- 
gent: virtuoso perfor- 
mances", 1pm. 

British Museum: Paul 
Collins, “Hunting Animals in 
Ancient Assyria", 11.30am; 
Paul Collins. “The Discovery 
and Revival of Ancient 
Assyria", 1.30pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: 
Moya Corcoran, “Julia Mar- 
garet Cameron", 3pm. 

TOMORROW 
Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Frances Masker; 
“Fashionable Dress, 1700- 
1800", 2pm. 

Tate Gallery: Timer Prize 
Artists’ Talks: Cathy de Mon- 
cfaaux talks about her work, 
4pm (telephone 0171-887 8604 
for tickets). 

National Portrait Gallery: 
Paul Webb, “JJE Kennedy 
and the Special Relation- 
ship", 3pm. 

Dinners 

Manchester Consular 
Association 

The Annual Banquet of the 
Manchester Consular Associ- 
ation was held last night at 
the Victoria and Albert Hotel, 
Manchester Mr Wang Zhi- 
dong received the guests. 
Among those present were: 

Col John Timmins, Lord-Lieutenant of 
Greater Manchester Mr T^ny Burn. 
Deputy Lord Major ot lSsfi A es t f r, Mr 
Tbqy Ucrd ME Minister of Kate, 

Rxeiga Office; Hr Zben^ng Ma, 

AtwSm— W ry( f- MrgL 


about the provenance of cheese 
provided at Albert Roux’s restaurant 
Long left News International in 1984, 
and lived thereafter in France. In retire- 
ment, he gave an impression of disap- 
pointment ahrtnt himiUlf imnp<ygggn ~ty 
so CTta a shit"). Even his sharpest crit- 
ics could not deny that he had overseen 
the revival of a great communications 
company, often called a national insti- 
tution, even if never so by the cos- 
mopolitan Long iwmgptf Without foe 
introduction of much capital and more 
innovation, recognised by Long as 
urgently necessary, Reuters would 
slowly but surely have faded away. 

Donald read 

GerxiMLong,jowjialist:bornTfyrk22 
August 1923; stetff, Reuters 1948-81, 
assistant general manager i960, gener- 
al manager 1963-73, managing director 
1973-81; managing director, Times News- 
papers 1981-82; deputy chairman, News 
International 1982-84; married 1951 
ArmeHamSton Walker (two sons, three 
daughters); died Paris 8 November 199& 





Cybernetic Notes 


Denise Danks 


Battle of the black 
and white hats 


ITS THE fashion nowadays 
to call programmers who 
confine themselves to writ- 
ing code "white hats", and 
those who also enjoy break- 
ing and entering, “black 
hats", as if the distinction 
was ever dearer than mud. 

IWo whey-faced, bespec- 
tacled hackers currently 
dominate fl y elect ronic pages 
of foe world's virtual news- 
papers. One is Bill Gates, the 
Henry Ford of foe personal 
computer industry, chairman 
of the software giant Micro- 
soft Carp, to some the devil 
incarnate for making the cy- 
berworld Windows-shaped 
He’s the white hat The other 

is Kpviw Vfrtnv-k, impmpky xt, 

one-time fugitive from jus- 
tice and the longest-serving 
detainee at the Metropoli- 
tan Detention Center. Los 
Angeles. He's foe black hat 

Both Gates and Mitnick 
are wrestling with an Amer- 
ican justice system that wish- 
es to make examples of them 
both. Whereas Gates is feared 
because his phenomenal suc- 
cess in foe highly conqTetitive 
computer business has given 
him the wealth and power of 
a nation state and a de facto 
monopoly of foe world’s most 
widely used business tool 
Mitnick is feared because of 
what people imagine he 
might do. and others like 
him, when Gatesworid is 
wired up, and relies on being 
safely and securely so. 

Bill Gates has deep pockets 
to pay the phalanxes of law- 
yexsand spin doctors he needs 
He will probably not end up in 


gaol even if it is proved that 
he is a black-hat businessman 
and his company broke the 
laws of capitalism and ruined 
its competitors. Were it to be 
proved, then his fortune and 
his CQnqjaqy would be hostage 
to the lawsuits that would fol- 
low, all based on estimated 
losses of victim companies. 

Kevin Mitnick is being ac- 
cused of causing his victims 
losses of a mere $80m and is 
feting a 200-yearsenteace for 
his crimes which, on closer 
examination, amount to theft 
of telephone source code 
(computer instructions which 
determine how a system be- 
haves), which he kept to him- 
self - the worth of which Is 
debatable - and a few hours 
of free mobile-phone calls. 

Hijacking source code is 
not as shocking as it might 
appear. Computer compa- 
nies whose patents have been 
infringed go to court only if 
they see their technology 
being exploited successfully 
by their competitors and a 
deal between then cannot be 
struck Cases are almost in- 
variably settled by commer- 
cial arrangements that they 
hope, are mutually beneficial. 

Mitnick refused to plea- 
bargain and has now been in 
federal custody for nearly 
four years awaiting triaL He 
has spent time in solitary 
and his reputation for elec- 
tronic wizardry is so feared, 
foe authorities' ignorance of 
electronics so great that he 
was once deprived of a Walk- 
man in case he used it to bug 
his warders. 


Thanks to the laxity of its 
original design, the Internet 
retains its potential for ac- 
cessible free speech. Mitnick 
incarcerated, though broke, 
is not without a voice. He has 
his own website. His sup- 
porters continually lubby for 
his freedom. Whatever Mil- 
nick did (hey reckon, isn't 
worth whul he's got As a con- 
sequence, websites, including 
that oi The New Yi.rrk Times . 
hove been regularly targeted 
by hackers and their pages 
overrun with slogans, scrib 
b lings, spoof threats, and ju- 
venile smut in order to raise 
the profile of Mitnick's case 
and attack anyone else they 
feel has offended them. 

A king sentence for Mitnick 
would ensure that hackers, 
however they are motivated, 
would be more likely to plea- 
bargain in the future. The 
defence thinks it suits the gov- 
ernment to portray Mitnick as 
a dangerous public nuisance 
in order to justify 1 its own 
agenda for regulation and 
control of the Internet and the 
telecommunications industry 

But Mitnick pursued his 
hacking career, rather typi- 
cally, for knowledge and con- 
trol. He did not have foe 
criminality to sell trade se- 
crets in Taiwan nor the white- 
hat profit motive to exploit 
what he found. If he had done 
so, he might, like Bill Gates, 
have got himself foe best 
justice money can buy. 

Denise Danks's latest 
novel ‘Phreak’. is published 
by Victor Gollancz £9.99 
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Let the Aztecs wipe the 
smugness off your face 


THE CHIEF Rabbi once told 
me (and I’ve been waiting 47 
years to say that) that if you 
wanted a definition of Judaism 
then you could do worse than 
think of it as the language God 
uses to talk to Jews. I thought 
that was rather neat at the 
time, simple, self-effacing and 
deceptively vase. 

I was re m i n ded of it again 
this week as a new film opened 
in London dealing with foe 
largely forgotten role to the 
First World War of Hindu sol- 
diers from the British Empire 
- men from the Indian sub- 
continent who fought along- 
side the English, Welsh, Scots, 
and Irish and who died thou- 
sands of miles from borne on 
the Western Front The Dance 
of Shiva focuses on the rela- 
tionship between the Christian 
padre. Captain Grevfiie, and 
one of his Hindu flock before 
tackling, by association, foe 
conflicting nlaims to truth of 
what seem mutually exclusive 
worid faiths. 

The year 1915. when the ac- 
tion is set, is a time of certain- 
ties. Christianity is true; the rest 
are false. But on the battlefield 
things are not so dear-cut and 
even an Anglican chaplain to 
His Majesty’s Armed Forces is 
forced to conclude that in ex- 
tremis foe philosophy con- 
tained in Hinduism’s eternal 
<yde of birth, death, and rebirth 
might offer some sort of solace 
to soldiers aware that then- 
next few minutes would, more 
than likely, he their last (for 
now) on earth. 

But Captain Greville has to 
confront the much more trou- 
bling possibility that this phi- 
losophy - despite its pantheon 
of implausible gods - might 
hare a lot in common with foe 
Christian philosophy; worse 
still, the Christian truth aia. 
THE Christian truth. Both can- 
not be right Can they? 

By coincidence L too, hare 
been faced with similar 
thoughts this week, though 
th a nkf ully from the comfort 
of a study chair. After nine 
months of research I have just 
finished a children’s book on 
worid religions CTm a very 
Slow reader;" foe late Frank 
Muir once remarked). After 
nine months of research my 
head is packed with gurus and 


prophets and saviours andbud- 
dhas; it is foil of spirits and 
kamis and huacas and totems; 
of proverbs and koans and su- 
tras and suras; of Creation, 
Destruction, of Dreamtime, of 
End Time; of Shy Gods and 
Rain Gods and no God and 
One God. And it makes you 
think that qinntessentialty post- 
modern thought can they all be 
right - or have most of these 
competing religions got ft 
wrong? 

All this “comparative reli- 
gion", as it used to be called, is 
a problem for those claiming 
any one religious tradition has 
a monopoly on truth. Which is 
rather upsetting to a middle-of- 

Faith 

& 

Reason 

Trevor Barnes 

Are all religions 
essentially the same ? 
On the battlefields of 
the Great War one 
answer emerged to 
this most post-modern 
of questions. But it 
will not serve for 
all ages 


foe-road Anglican like me who 
has been taught that salvation 
and entity into God’s presence 
are through Christ alone. 

But is it right to dismiss Ju- 
daism as only half of the story 
or Islam as a needless embell- 
ishment of a matter which was 
settled once and for all to AD 
30 odd? Is foe worid-view of 
Hinduism simply flawed? Are 
foe insights of Buddhism 
quaint but essentially mis- 
guided? To put it more direct- 
ly: are foe millions of Jews, 
Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, 
Jains, Zoroastrians, Sikhs, 
Taoists and the rest simply 
barking up the wrong tree? 

It is not enough to be content 
with the line about all beliefs 
befog equaltyvaM Exposure to 


ancient Aztec belief is enough 
to wipe the relativist smug- 
ness off your face. The implic- 
it tolerance of all religions as 
essentially different paths to- 
wards foe same goal rather 
breaks down in the face of 
human sacrifice and the reli- 
gious injunction to slaughter a 
dozen or more prisoners a day 
to satisfy- the blood lust of the 
sun god Confronted with such 
"alien gods " you can quite eas- 
ily imagine, indeed actually 
feel the jaded disillusion of 
Eliot's magi as they stood in the 
presence of “Triith" in the form 
of foe Infant Jesus and pre- 
pared to make their weary 
way back to a homeland 
hopelessly in error. 

So what is one to make of the 
polarisation inherent in the 
“this is right/that is wrong" 
school of thinking? Those dis- 
inclined to a religious worid 
viewhavea ready answer they 
are all wrong. They argue that 
all religion is an essentially 
human projection of self- 
validating “truths" which are 
nothing more than elaborate, 
often infantile, fictions. And 
dangerous fictions at that After 
all they sav, it was a Christian 
country we have to thank for 
this week's other anniversary, 
Kristatoncftt, the night of 
broken glass when Nazis de- 
stroyed Jewish homes, busi- 
nesses. and synagogues fa 
an orgy of destructive hatred 
that signalled the waking 
nightmare of foe Holocaust 
had begun. 

Those of a religious disposi- 
tion cannot argue with that 
and, however splendid the 
achievements of religion, all it 
takes is one Crusade or armed 
Jihad to put them on foe bade 
foot And yet, for those devout 
Hindus and Christians who 
went to their fate before the 
Armistice was signed so years 
ago this week, there was more 
to religion than that They hare 
a different story to teQ and a dif- 
ferent understanding of the 
power of faith at that terrible 
moment in their lives. 

In all confidence all they 
could do was listen to foe 
voice of foe divine to whatever 
language it chose and con- 
clude, with Eliot once again, 
that “the rest is not our 
business'*. 
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Don’t worry. . . be happy 

Bossa Nova is 40 this year, the sunny product of Brazil’s post-war boom. So how come the beat’s as fresh as ever? By Alex Webb 

S ome musical revolutions ^ ” 

happen quietly. Forty 
years ago this year; just 
such a revolution was 
launched by a 78rpm 


S ome musical revolutions 
happen quietly. Forty 
years ago this year; just 
such a revolution was 
launched by a 78rpm 
singu> on EMTs Brazilian subsidiary 
Odeon. The single was called 
“Chega de Saudade” (No More 
Blues). The new record was unac- 
companied by any new stance, 
slang, sexual come-on or sartorial 
trend - anything, in fact, that today’s 
marketing men could get their teeth 
into. But it contained that rare 
thing; a new rhythm, a new kind of 
swing. “Chega de Saudade 1 ’ was the 
first Bossa Nova (new beat) record. 

It is the archetypal Brazilian gui- 
tar shuffle, and an enduring influ- 
ence on popular music throughout 
the West from its breakthrough in 
pre-Beatles USA to its presence in 
the music of artists such as The 
Beautiful South, Everything But 
The Girl Sade and, most recently; 
Beck and Sean Lennon. Today it is 
a music library staple for films and 
ads looking for a gloss of sophist- 
ication, as weD as the bane of every 
cheesy hotel foyer But what explains 
its extraordinary success? 

In Brazil in the Fifties post-war 
optimism had not yet been tarnished 
by experience. President Kubit- 
schekwas building Oscar Niemey- 
er’s futuristic new capital Brasilia 
and proclaiming “SO years' devel- 
opment in five”; Cinema Novo was 

pmgjging; the national team tenn the 

World Cup for the first time in 1958. 
In the bars of Rio's beach neigh- 
bourhood Ipanema, a group of self- 
aware musicians and poets was 
gathering, including the established 
pop and classical composer Antonio 
Carlos "IbnT Jobim and the poet 
Vinicius de Moraes. Significantly, 
perhaps, almost all of this milieu 
were the offspring of wealthy par- 
ents, and had the luxury of a level 
of musical experimentation denied 
to most pop or samba musicians. 

It was into this circle that a young 
guitarist called Joao Gilberto came. 
The meeting of Jobim and GQberto 
was the Brazilian equivalent of John 
and Raul hum ping into each other 
at Woolton Hall village fote. Gilber- 
to provided the characteristic 
rhythm that would propel the care- 
fully crafted, jazzy melodies of 
Jobim’s songs into world recogni- 
tion. Gilberto took a percussion 
cross-rhythm from samba - the 
beat of the tamborim - and applied 
it to the chordal accompaniment he 
played on guitar; meanwhile others 
in tiie circle, particalaify^inciusand 
Newton Mondkmca, contributed the 
songs' adult, wistful lyrics. These 
lyrics GQberto sang in a voice so 
somnolent that industry bosses 
hearing him for the first time re- 
marked; “Tom [Jobim] said he’d 
bring us a singer but he ended up 
bringing a ventriloquist* 1 

The release of “Chega de 




Bossa bossmen and women: clockwise from top right: Chico Buarque, Stan Getz and Astrad Gilberto, Jo&o Gilberto and Tom’ Jobim 


Redeems 


Saudade” in the summer of 1958 
brought a critical response ranging 
from apathy to dislike. The Odeon 
boss Andre Midani persisted, how- 
ever; and in 1959 released an album 
by Gilberto. 

“As we couldn't get through the 
radio,” recalls Midani, “we went 
through universities, which in 1958 
was an absolute revolution. The 
artists faced resistance from their 
middle-class families; on the other 
hand the music faced resistance 
from the radio stations. So we went 
into universities, because that would 
appease the families and at the 
same time we would go directly to 
the young crowd. And here, we had 
an immediate response. And then it 
got picked op on radio.” 

The music’s huge international 


break came in 1962, with the LP Jazz 
Samba by the US converts Charlie 
Byrd and Stan Getz, followed fam- 
ously fay the LP Getz/GHberto in 1964 
with Astrud GQberto’s lisping ver- 
sion of “Girl from Ipanema". Getz 
was to Bossa Nova what Dizzy 
Gillespie was to Cuban music a 
North American who approached 
the music with genuine humQily and 
sensitivity. Unfortunately the ex- 
plosion of American interest led to 
most of the copyrights to the great 
Bossas being swaDowed by US pub- 
lishers mveiy poor deals, something 
that Jobim was to rue to the end of 
his life. The apathy of Brazilian 
publishers and the laid-back, 
vaguely anti-business mentality of 
the Bossa pioneers did not help. 

Two events were to bring the 


Bossa heyday to a close: the arrival 
of four young Liverpudlians in the 
States in 1964, and the imposition of 
military government in Brazil the 
same yean The gentle optimism of 
the Bossa no longer seemed the ap- 
propriate sound-trade to Brazil’s 
hrutal new realities; ane w w ave of 
B razilian songwriters was waiting 
armed with the musical techniques 
of Bossa Nova butthmkingmdaiker; 
more subversive lyrical terms. 
Bossa Nova became part of the 
musical library ofBrazfl, but was no 
longer at the forefront 
Jobim continued to make 
records, induding the latter-day 
standard “Aguas de Marco” in 1972 
and the adventurous “Urubu” in 
1976. He died in 1994. GQberto, re- 
garded as increasingly eccentric 


and imrriiahiff by music promoters, 
nonetheless still performs and 
records occasionally. He is the last 
of the original circle to remain 
active, and his brilliance is 

imflhntnisfrari. 

One reason that Bossa Nova is 

to play it - they love the dever 
middle eight of “Ipanema", the dis- 
sonances of 1 “Desafinado”. But it also 
communicates wwnethm p unique 
to the listener 

The great Bossas captured an ex- 
traordinary, optimistic moment in 
Brazil and combined it with the 
country’s unique swing and a pe- 
culiar delight at both the beauty of 
nature and the possibilities of mod- 
em living. The form also contains 
moments of wonderful tenderness. 


There are few more intimate sounds 
in music than Gilberto whispering 
Jobim’s own lyrics on his neglected 

classic “Ugia” from the LP The Best 

qf2hw “Tve never dreamed 

(rfyou,” he sings in Portuguese, ‘Tve 
never been to the cinema/ 1 don’t go 
to Ipanema/ 1 don't like the rain, nor 
tiie sun /...And when I’ve telephoned 
you/ 1 put the receiver down/ 1 don’t 
know your name/ And at the piano 
I forget the silly words of love I was 
going to say/ Oh Ugia...” 

The musicians are playing so 
quiefiy so carefully, that they sound 
as though thqy are trying not to wake 
the baby next door; Gilberto sings as 
if he is teffingyou a secret The great 
Bossa Nova records are perfect 
miniatures, moments of serenity in 
a noisy century. 


TEN OF 
THE BEST 
BOSSA S 

1. JoAo Gilberto & Stan Gets, . 
“Ligia”, 1976. From the 

Getz- Gilberto reunion LP Best of 
Two Worlds: Bossa at its coolest 
and most seductive. Getz excels. - 

2. JoAo & Astrud Gilberto with 
Stan Getz. “Corcovado", 1964 . . 
From the best-known Bossa LP of 
all, Getz Gilberto. this version of . 
the Jobim song includes both 
Portuguese and English lyrics. 

3. Doris Monteiro, “Regra Ttes" . : 
1972. Ffcst and jazzy this little 
morality tale by Toquinho and 
Vinidus is proof that Bossa need . 
not be soporific. The “rule three 11 
of the title is that less is more, but 
the singer complains that her . . 
bqyfriend gives her so little that 
the rule no longer applies. 

4. Jo&o Gilberto “Chega de 
Saudade”, 19% The one that 
started it all sounds surprisingly 
unassuming now but still delights. . 

5. Tom Jobim & Elis Regina, 
“Aguas de Marco", 1974. Do not 
be put off fay its later use as a 
Coca-Cola jingle; its simpiidty 
conceals a wonderful chord 
sequence. 

6. Stan Getz & Charlie Byrd. 
“Desafinado”, 1962. A dose call ■ 
with many other takes of this 
song, but this, which starts with 
the bass and brings in percussion 
layer by layer; allows the listener 
to anatomise the rhythm. 

7. Tom Jobim & Sting 
“Insensatez/How Insensitive", 

1994. Fbr once. Sting's robotic 
vocals sound perfectly 
appropriate. From Jobim’s last 
album, with the composer adding 
vocal harmonies and piano. 

8. Chico Buarque “Construcao”, 
1971. Buarque was driven out of 
Brazil by the military. 

“Construcao" starts as a 
conventional Bossa but the lyrics, 
telling the story of the death of a 
construction worker, are darker 
than anything Jobim wrote. 

9. Ivan Lins & Terence 
Blanchard “Antes Que Seja 
Tarde”, 1996. Pianist Lins wrote 
this subtle protest song in the last 
years of military government 

10. Joao & Astrud Gilberto “Girl 
from Ipanema” with Stan Getz, 

1964. Well, it had to be in there. 




The Ghost of Christmas Past will arrive at platform six 


NO SOONER has the final firework 
been ignited in celebration of the 
fine old English custom of flame- 
grilling Catholics than Wile Bri- 
tannia is upon us. A tidal wave of 
mince pies and fake snow cas- 
cades through the shops to join the 
advance guard of Christmas pud- 
dings that snuck on to the shelves 
in September. Santa abandons his 
elves at their busiest time of year 
to embark on a hectic round of prod- 
uct endorsements. And “Stop the 
Cavalry" makes its perennial and 
unwelcome return. As the forces of 


commerce drag the start of the fes- 
tive season ever closer to October; 
it is only right that Dickens’s plea 
for philanthropy also gets an 
unseasonally early outing. 

Stagings of A Christmas Carol 
usually take one of three forms: a 
“yuletide entertainment”, a dark, 
Victorian ghost story with shades of 
Edgar Alter Poe, ora cautionary tale 
for smug fat cats and other members 
of the Carlton Club. But the director 
and adaptor, Andy Hay, shies from 
the easy options, and seeks instead 
to stage a “plea for change” which. 


he argues, “is not strictly about 
Christmas”. His chosen path is a 
near-word-for-word presentation of 
Mr Dickens's writings. 

As such, the production exem- 
plifies many of the pitfalls of literary 
adaptation. The rhythm, flow and 
narrative structure of a piece of 
prose are usually totally different 
from those of a drama. Just as a 
concert performance is not an 
opera, this is not a piece of drama 
so much as a rehearsed reading; and 
while remaining true to the book, it 
fails to fulfil the rich visual and 


Theatre 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
BRISTOL OLD VIC 

dramatic potential which differen- 
tiates theatre from the written word. 

Mike Bearwish, a designer of 
outstanding flair and creativity, 
excels himself with the opening 
scene, a Victorian-alley tableau by 
Anton Pieck: it has the slight dis- 
tortion of an early Disney scene and 
a metropolitan fustiness to which 
“Victorian” Christmas cards can 


only aspire. However; having 
exhausted himself with such a vision 
of loveliness, Mr Bearwish appar- 
ently took to his bed, and his 
influence fades like the Cheshire Cat 
until Scrooge is left wandering an 
empty stage punctuated only by 
black drapes. The visions of the 
Cratchits* and Fred's Christinas 
festivities are played so far bajek in 
tins hangarlike space as to turn Tiny 
Tim into Microscopic Tim. VisMily 
is not aided fay the fact that the 
Stygian gloom is chronically mis-lit, 
with Scrooge's feet regularly bang 


the only subject of illumination. 

Not to be outdone in this feast of 
maladroit technicality the sound 
department arranges for the Ghost 
of Christmas Fast to be so distorted 
and unethereal that it would come 
as no surprise to hear her announce 
the arrival of the 15.23 from Liver- 
pod Street With such a lack of tech- 
nical polish, and a art so minimalist 
as to be non-existent, you wonder 
whether you haven’t stumbled into 
the technical run by mistake. 

But despite the page-bound two- 
dimensionality of the text and the 


non -dimensionality of the set, Thrry 
Taplin produces a rounded, glow- 
ingly three-dimensional Scrooge. 
He manages to mat»» believable 
both the choleric Inspector-Morse- 
like “bah humbug” days and the 
transformation to New Scrooge, a 
gi ggl ing blend of Ken Dodd and 
Harry Worth. 

Andy Hay’s desire to strip the 
story of chocolate-box glitz is 
admirable. It is unfortunate that the 
end product is literally, rather than 
metaphorically, a “dark tale". 

Toby O’Connor morse 


Derek Walcott 

‘Ted [Hughes] developed a deeper and 
deeper love of England as he got older. 
That's what was great in him' 

— The Weekend Review, page 14 — 
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“A rare peek 
at the naughty 
Nineties’* 

Evening Standard 


P tease note that some 
; material in this 
exhibition- Ts of an 
explicitly erotic nature 


Victoria and Albert Museum. 
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Thrift, Horatio, thrift! And stuff the quality 


A COUPLE of weeks ago, in 
conjunction with something 
else, Trevor Nunn alluded in 
passing to his dream for the 
National Theatre: to re- 
establish a permanent 
company there. He 
announced his idea so shyly, 
so tentatively; so wistfully, 
even, as if it were 
impossible - the ideal that 
has been at the heart of 
every plan fora National 
Theatre since such things 
were first contemplated 
over a 100 years ago, “the 
ideal that led Peter Hall to 
found the Royal 
Shakespeare Company and 
underpinned Laurence 
Olivier’s assumption of the 
leadership of the National 
at the Old Me". 

The models were there: 
La Comddie Frangaise, the 
Schiller Theatre in Berlin, 
the Burg Theatre in Vienna 
-all supported fay the state, 
richly equipped, offering the 
citizens the very best that 
the theatre could offer; all 
sources of national pride.. 


The new century brought 
ever more companies: the 
Moscow Art Theatre, the 
Abbey, Jouvet's la 
Compagnie des Quinze, and 
then, after the Second World 
War; and, perhaps most 
influential of all, Bertolt 
Brecht's Berliner 
Ensemble. Only Britain 
lacked either a nati onal 
theatre or a company based, 
like Brecht's or 
Stanislavsky's, on an idea. 

Two theatres, working on 
the most meagre of 
shoestring budgets, the 
Memorial Theatre in 
Strafford and the Old Vic in 
Waterloo, held together 
companies for whole 
seasons in a wide range of 
classical plays, and the 
development of the actors’ 
work was astonishing, 
laying the ground for the 
great generation of actors 
now just gone. When finally, 
thanks to a very British 
combination of heady 
idealism, political chicanery 
and the operation of the old 


SIMON 

Callow 



boys' network, these two 
organisations 
transmogrified themselves 
into the Royal Shakespeare 
Company and today’s Old 
Vic within a couple of years 
in the eariy Sixties, it 
seemed we might at last be 
entering the theatrical 
kingdom of heaven. 

And indeed, the richness 
of fare provided by those 
theatres during the first 
decade, both in terms of 
staging and acting, is 
enough to break your heart 
fay comparison with what 
they offer today. Not, I 


hasten to add, that the 
talent is any less 
remarkable, or that there is 
any less passion, or less 
commitment It is purely 
and simply that, it is 
impossible for ad hoc 
groups to produce (he 
results that an ensemble 
can achieve, and there is 
today no ensemble in 
Britain. Why? 

The answer too boring to 
be bearable, is always the 
same: thrift, Horatio, thrift. 
It is more expensive, 
without question, to keep a 
group together than it is to 
cast from play to play. And 
for a group to function at the 
level that the RSC reached 
under Hall and then Nunn, 
or the National under 
Olivier and then Hall, the - 
inspiration, whether from an 
idea or from an individual, 
needs to be white hot 
Somewhere, they lost their 
power to inspire their 
members to think of 
themselves as a team, a 
family, a regiment- an 


ensemble. Being a member 
of the RSC or the National 
became just another job; a 
rather less well paid job 
than the one in the West 
End or in television or film 
It is unlikely that it will ever 
be able to compete in terms 
of financial reward with 
these media, and if Nunn's 
ensemble is to come into 
pistence, it will certainly be 
incumbent on leading actors 
to make a sacrifice. If the 
theatre in this country is 
really to move forward, it 
must come into existence. 

We’re still drawing on the 
legacy of those companies 
in term s of the present crop 
of sixty-something actors, 
formed and nurtured in 
them, whose work simply 
could not be what it is today 
without that experience. 

To take two at random: 
Ian Holm, now blissfully 
returned to stage work, and 
Elizabeth Spriggs, whose 
supremely achieved 
performance in Sense and 
Sensibfl&j/ was a storing 


reminder of the depth of the 
RSC of that vintage. As in so 
maqy are&s of British 
artistic life, we managed to 
achieve something 
remarkable, and then, 
instead of taking it forward, 
we were immediately put 
into the position of fighting 

to beep what \re had, 
making compromise after 
compromise till the original 

glory began to look very 
distant If Nunn is able to 

create his ensemble - and 
there is no one in the British 
theatre more likely to make 
it happen - we may look 
forward to a new heroic age 
of acting. 

And then perhaps he 
might consider creating a 
school of acting attached .to - 

the theatre; this is the 
source of tiie inspired work 
of most of the great 
Eur °Pe^n and Slavonic 
companies. There is no limit 
to the depth and the 
brilliance of what could - 
appear on our stages. That’s 
my idea of the millennium. 
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The Week in Review 


BY MIKE HIGGINS 



EXCELLENT 



GOOD 



OK 


>d 


POOR 


>cf 


DEADLY 


OVERVIEW 


CRITICAL VIEW 


OUR VIEW 


ON VIEW 
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Johnny Depp and Benidb ‘ 
Del Rut* star m Terry 
GilBam’s adapeatSonof 
Hunto" S Thompson’s 
druggy; satirical account . . 
of Nixon-era US. ... 


~lc has the forlorn look of a museum piece; 
screeching battle hymn chat wants to ' 
celebrate hysteria, and. Instead, merely 
succumbs to it,* bemoaned Anthony Quirm, 
“[It] celebrates extreme drug abuse and 
sodal tnesponstxDty of all lands - sscual . 
harassment, theft, horrtddal cfrMng. 
threatening people with guns, you name 


it," tutted the Daily A toff. Far out. thought 
: the Evening Standard: ft wildly enjoyable 
Crip - decorative, morally reprehensible and 
ultimately an eye-opener" Time Out was 
less impressed: "Depp. and Del loro... end 
. op mugging Olce mad, while the menfleas 
satirising of American mores is ftrtaHy coo 
relentlessly, weird, wacky and tacky:* 


They said it was unRimable - 
and they were right, Gilliam 
delivers typically imaginative 
visuals but. without a plot or a 
point, it's a lot of 
narcotic sound and 
fury signifying 

almost nothing. 


>d 


Fear and Loathing In 
Las Vegas is out on 
general release, 
certificate 18. 

1 18 mins. 


THE PLAY TROILUS AND CRESSIDA 



Michael Boyd hauls 
Shakespeare’s efiffiadt play 
into the early 20th-century; 
the "Rojans becoming; Irish 
rebels and the Greeks the 
occupying English. 


Nocwithstantfing strong performances,. - 
Paul lay tor was unconvinced: “Conceptual fy 
the production fails to add up: ft feels Utas 
an Incoherent accumuiadoooF Individually 
compelling touches." "Why does Ajax 
resemble a particularly <fim heavy-metal • 
rock star?" wondered The Dofly fetegropft. ' 
The Evening Standard was kinder to Boyd's 


“ingeniously conceived and powerfully 
staged" production: "Though the 
Framework is rickety and Shakespeare’s 
vision compressed, an atmosphere of anti- 
heroic oppressive tension grows." "For 
once. It’s like the work of the real RSC 
rather chan a scratch team falsely trading 
under that name," chimed The Guardian. 


Cynical, blood-stained and 
savage about the futility of 
war. Troilus and Oessida truly 
belongs to this century, but 
not to Michael Boyd’s 
hind, wayward 
production. 


x3 


Troilus and CrcsshJa is 
at The Pit. Barbican, 
London EC2 until 21 
November. For 
bookings and 
enquiries, call 
0171-628 2295 


THE TV PROGRAMME big train 



FoOowdng the success of 
their sitcom Father 2brf, - 
wmers Graham Linehai 
and Arthur Mathews- .. 
c&spense with the priest- 
bating to return with a new 
comedy sketch 


“One had quite high expectations... ^and. 
divine it was ” enthused Serena Mackesy, 

adding: "tf the B6C bosses haven't already 
recommisskmed this, they’re greater fools 
than News 24 suggests." Been . there, done 
that, reckoned The Minor. " Monty Python's 
FfyTng Circus was doing Che same sort of 
thing over. 2B years ago far better.” "1 


appreciated the show more chinking about 
It later than watching it." remarked the 
Daily Mod. The Times 'was more sanguine: 
"Those expectirtg something as magically 
mad as Father Ted rray be disappointed but 
there were trough Intelligently crazed 
routines here to make you feel that tuning 
in next week won't be a wash: of time." 


Sketch shows, including the 
hallowed Fast Show, are a 
mixed bag. but the peefigree 
of Mathews. Linehan and 
their collaborators 
suggests that £9 
Train is certainly on 
the right crack. 


h 


Big Train continues 
on BBC 2 every 
Monday evening ar 
10pm. 


THE ALBUM WHITNEY HOUSTON 



For My love Is Jtodr Loire, 
her firstnon-soundtnidc 
album In tight years, 
Houston* has collaborated 
with Marfah Carey, WycJef 
Jean, Missy ElGott and ; 
Lauryn Hill. 


“intriguing." remarked Andy GUI. ^though 
as the album progresses... she slips back 
into her comfortable okl routine.” The 
Guardian, looked on the bright tide: 
"Houston makes a praiseworthy job of 
exploring genres outside her usual area... 
She's never sounded less uptight" The 
Daily Mail also approved: "Only occasionally 


does she sound Ill-at-ease with tougher, 
modem beats and, if anything. It is the 
traditional ballads which disappoint." 
ftn eye-opening set." agreed The Times. 
as Song as you ignore the afcum’s first 
single "When Vbu Believe": "an untypical fy 
simple-minded duet with Mariah Carey 
.Which sends out all the wrong signals." 


Left behind by the current R&B 
scars, Whitney has recruited 
the cream of the crop to make 
a decent fist of reinventing 
herself for die 21st- 
century, but seems 
to get the fitters 
halfway through. 
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My Love Is Your Love 
is available from 
Monday on Arista 
Records 


THE COMEDY JACKIE MASON 


The veteran Brooklyn-born 
rabbi-urmcd-comedian 
returns' to London with a 
new show -.Much Ado 1 . 
About E v eryth i ng - but , 
the same old wry Jewish 
Wise-cracking attitude. 


"Imagine a wfse guy New \fcrk cabbie _ . 
setting the world to rights - on fast 
forward - and you get the idea." marvelled 
James Hampton: "He is constantly playing 
with racial stereotypes, but in a way that is 
playful rather than pernicious." The Daily 
Telegraph was appalled, however; finding 
“his comments, particularly about blacks . 


and homo5exuals,.unpleasant. oddly 
obsessive and surety pass£". It added that 
his stage presence "is curiously fasersde 
in Its overtones arid devoid of intimacy". . 
The Times thought him “unsure of his . 
audience" but was more tolerant of hfs 
tastelessness: "That half-suppressed anger 
is. what makes his shows so rewarding." 


OK. so Mason's a little our of 
line with some of his non-PC 
material, but he’s still 
untouchable on his home 
turf: the never- 
enefing differences 
between Jews and 
Gentiles. 


n<n« 
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Much Ado About 
Everything continues 
at the Playhouse 
Theatre, London WC2 
until 28 November. 
For bookings and 
enquiries, call 
0171-839 4409 




Exit poll 

THE EXHIBITION 

WORLD PRESS PHOTO 
RFH, LONDON 


NEEL HALUGAN 

25, journalist, 

Ireland 

“H certainty makes 
you aware of what 
i» going on In the 
world, rather than 
concentrating on 
your own area or 
country. The 

Images hare are striking. Some of 
the sport* pictures I have seen in 
the national papers, but a lot or (he 
Images struck mo as amazing. - 

PWUP JAMES 

42. photograph™-. 

London 

The Images that 
stand out most 
were of the New 
York prostitute. It 
realty told the 
story of that kind 
of desolation and 
survival. 1 think a 
lot of the pictures lust happen lo 
catch a moment in time and are 
quite effective. But some of them 
seem a Uttia more staged. I tend to 
took at the staged Images with 
scepticism, because I am aware 
they might not tell the full story." 

ELISA KREY 

25. photogmphnr. 

London 

To have all these 
Images in one 
gallery is 
■mazing, tils 
Inspiring to come 
and look at other 
people's work; 
how they have 

told the story in a single shot I 
love documentary shots that tell 
me about something rather titan 
shots that are sat up. I prefer to 
sea things how they are." 

MAGNUS RUNE 

20, shop assistant. 

Sweden 

Thera it a lot of 
violence at the 
moment. The 
Images of Albania 
are really 

horrifying, tha pure 
rage. H tells you 
something you wouldn't get on the 
news. When you hear the news you 
don't get how people think and 
how they fed, you Just get the 
facta. | think it is vary important to 
show this, although It Is horrifying. 
You get the more human side." 




The experts’ guide to misogyny 

Two dassic plays, Seneca's Medea and David Mamet’s Oleanna , currently on in Glasgow, illustrate vividly 
the danger in messing with a woman scorned - let the world’s men beware. By Sne Wilson 


A STUDY of female terrorists pub- 
lished a few years -ago bore the ar- 
resting title Shoot the Women First. 
after an instruction commonfy given 
to counter-insurgency forces - ap- 
parently women consistently prove 
the deadlier sex under ambush or 
threat, because they’re less pre- 
dictable, less amenable to reason. 

It’s a view few would quibble with 
after seeing either of these two 
Citizens’ studio productions, ancient 
and modern variations on the theme 
of messing with a determined female 
at your peril 

Clare Venables’s new version of 
Seneca's classic tragedy Medea, dir- 
ected and designed by Stewart Laing, 
plays the piece fairly straight in tana 
of structure and language, albeit 


sprinkimgtiie text with nods to later 
revenge narratives, including 
Congreve’simmortal “Hell hath no 
fury.. I* line: 

Combined with tie archly incon- 
gruous society-wedding costumes, 
tins echo effect subtly heightens the 
story's demental timelessness, even 
as Venables gives due sensuous 
prominence to the original’s epic 
descriptive passages. The taffeta 
suits and ftiH-dress kSt regalia also, 
and with equal understatement, 
underline the fact that at the root of 
Medea’s betrayal by Jason lie money 
and material power 

Kathy Kiera Clarke as Medea 
rightly commands centre-stage with 
a performance of riveting intensity 
and poise, an anguished fusion of 


gigantic, terrifying rage and bot- 
tomless grief She, together with 
Ellen Sheean and Leonard Ka- 
vanagh, both on strong- form as a 
slightly sniffy but increasingly 
alarmed Chorus, fill the near-bare 
space with vivid verbal tableaux 
from the drama’s mythic back- 
ground, recounting Medea’s key role 
in capturing the golden fleece and 
saving the Argonauts, the very feats 
for which she’s now decried 

Garrard McArthur’s Creon pits a 
fine, steely coldness against Clarke’s 

iwanripgrpnne, p ftnlft fawi 1 jmgrialp 
as Jason strikes an effective balance 
between defensive arrogance and 
hapless incomprehension. 

Those same fast attributes are 
also abundantly displayed by David 


Mamet’s college professor; John, in 
the second act of his (m) famous two- 
hander Oleanna, which is widely, 
though erroneously, regarded as an 
attack on political correctness. 

To interpret it as such is to fall 
headlong into the very trap in which 
Mamet so cunmngfy and meticulousfy 
ensnares John, as virtually his every 
act and utterance during the first half 
stacks up his culpability- ethically if 
not always literacy- for the charges 
later laid against him by his ag- 
grieved student, CaroL 

The point being that his constant 
interruptions, his condescension, his 
vanity and his presumptions of su- 
periority all add up to entirely normal 
un-notewortfay behaviour for a man 
in his position, whereas Card’s turn- 


ing of the tables transgresses 
umpteen expectations of ^ the younger; 
poorer; lesser educated female party. 
“Can you deny it?" she demands 
repeatedly of her accusations, the 
crurial - and glaring, for those will- 
ing to see it - point being that indeed 
he cannot 

Complementing and powerfully 
committed performances from Peter 
Guinness and LomaMcDevitt sustain 
the characters’ destructive symbiosis 
on both an individual and an em- 
blematic level each fluently at ease 
with the jostling nuances and staccato 
rhythms of Mamet's intricately 
crafted dialogue. 

lb 21 Noq Citizens Theatre. Glasgow 
(booking: 0141-129 0022) 


Soothing soup from a national treasure 


PASS THE soup bowl and PH tell you 

a secret This was comfort music. 
Vfotch the audience; not the usual itch- 
ing-todance sway for other African 

groups, but rapt smili ng fec es with a 

glow in their eyes. Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo (LBM) has a hot line to the 
psimnAarfs craving for inner 



will uim. * “b— 7, , ■. 

television ads to “The Star and the 
Wiseman" knew the score exactly 
It really should do femify afternoon 
dates, as LB M’s appeal is totalfy 
homely and direct but the act itself 
is a pretty sophisticated affiiir. 

Once they’d run on and limbered 
un like a football team they were in 

“ . ,«Jiannanap. 
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hand, the founder and lead singer, 
Joseph Shabalala, had it sorted in 1 a 

T^hsirTnflnvoftiielOacawdla 


WORLD MUSIC 

LADYSMITH 
BLACK MAMBAZO 

RFH. LONDON 

floated, the choreography -anything 
from mock warmongering to simple 
downing -was fast and almost apho- 
ristic: a pose could tell a story. They 
sang, softly about basfo life, emotions, 
religion and roots; trouble, 

After three decades ofpolishing, the 
music is a brilliantly worked collage 
of traditional melody; choral texture 
sometimes in several layers; voice per- 
cussion; and sound effects. 'fypicaQy 
songs begin ^ with a call-and-response 


diant, then a steady tempo sets in and LBM: went down well without catching fire Richard Young/Rex 



singers was spot-on, the rhythms 


gradually the music gets into agroova 

This is more hypnotic than on disc, 
tfrnngh ozxfy once,in the last-but-one 
number; did it go on long enough to 


hint at real excitement Mostly it 
soothed the British public. 

LBM is clearly seen as a South 


Afrirem national Irwtairp a thrwrt. fnx» 

area of black music, and this was an 
old-fashioned love-in. “Repertoire* 


was one of their greatest hits, with the 
hit single half-way through and 
“Homeless" at the end. Shrewdly 
handled, though: when the once-con- 
troversial Graceland collaboration 
came up, they marie the audience sing 
the tune that used to be Paul Simon's. 

Plenty of energy too from Busi 
Mhlongo in support. Her diminutive 
presence shuffled about in front of a 
five-piece band and backing singers, 
hittingyou in the face with a soaring, 
sometimes wordless high line. Later 
you cotdd hear LBMs lower voces set 
up the same rhythms. On Monday it 
went down well without catching fire. 
The guitar work was sofid. rather than 
dynamic and Busi’s less assertive 
moments found her competing with 
it in the middle register 
Extra show: RFH, Monday. 730pm 

Robert Maycock 


The week In Radio 


THEBE HAS been a djstnrtnng 
outbreak of revisionism about the 

First Wbrid War in recent yearo, a 

tendency to suggest that Butcher 
Haig was a highly competent 
Sacral and not such a bad stick 
after all The latest and strangest 

^onhas been Niallf^aons 

notion that soldiers ^te^ed 

toewari^hwdsedoyou 
explain the time it lasted? 

One flood thing about the torrent 


of war 

last couple of.weetejsti^tort. 


sort of idiocy nas uw» 
common solcSer that fue^ th®, 

laughter, have been re-established 
in thepopular consciousness. 


All the same, X can’t help wishing 
that there had been a little less of it 
all, There are only so many 
afternoon plays about Wilfred Owen 
and Siegfried Sassoon you can 
listen to in a lifetime; Strange 
Meeting (Radio 4, Wednesday) - an 
entirely reasonable play for the 15 
aa nntes I could bear to listen to it — 
took me well over the BmiL 
But one or two programmes 
manage d to make the terrible facts 
seem fresh, particularly Ruth 
Prince’s feature The Unknown 
Soldier (Radio 2, Tuesday;. 
Superficially, this was a 
stereotypical Great War 
compilation: rid soldier’s 
anecdotes, scratchy period songs 
■and readings from Wilfred Owen, 


Robert Hanks 

strung together with a narrative 
about the awfulness of it al But 
Prince also tried to make sense of 
the culture and politics the war left 
behind, the way Versailles led 
neatly on to Munich and Dunkirk. 
And Tony Robinson brought to the 
narration a Eghtness and a 
pleasing sense of irony, simply 
observed rather than strained for - 
notinghow a pair of graves near 
Moss (for Private J Pars; one of the 
first soltfiers killed in August 1914, 
and Private G£ Ellison, the very 
last British soldier to die on 11 - 
November) bookended four and a 
half years of slaughter 

Meanwhile, The Wbrid Ttmight 
{Radio 4, Wednesday) devoted 
some time to discussing the 


consequences of the war Lisa 
Jardine and TOD Hutton were 
asked for their views - despite the 
feet that neither; as fer as I could 
main* out, had any insights to Offer 
beyond what an intelligent listener 
could pick up from a couple of 
paperbacks aid the odd edition of 
Kmeioaficft. We moved on to an 
item about the Metropolitan Opera 
in New Vbrk. Fbr this, they’d called 
on Norman Lehrecht to be his 
controversial sell This cHchOd 
approach to experts is getting me 
down. Yesterday morning, the 
7b day programme tackled the 
relationship between monarchy 
and government: lo and behold, 
“constitutional expert” Vernon 
Bogdanor and the Queen's 


biographer, Ben Pimlott Don’t get 
me started on Jonathan Glancey. 

I don’t want to put down any of 
these individuals (except Lisa 
Jardine, whose attempt to argue, in 
the Radio 4 programme Lioris Den. 
that the British novel is too 
parochial and bound up with love 
affairs in Hampstead, was one of 
this year’s intellectual low prints - 
largely because of her inability to 
name a novel published in the past 
20 years that fitted the category she 
was attacking). What I want to put 
down is the laziness involved in 
asking them - the people making 
these programmes cant even be 
bothered to have a quick flick 
through the Rolodex. And then they 
wonder why Radio 4 loses listeners. 


ARTS DIARY 

DAVID LISTER 


SIR PETER Hall has 
suffered a rather startling 
setback in his laudable aim 
to run a repertory season 
at The Old Vic next yean 
Sir Peter asked the Arts 
Council if he could have a 
£500,000 guarantee against 
loss (not a subsidy, he 
stresses) for the next three 
years. “They were 
sympathetic but not 
encouraging,” he told me. 
“Their view is that there is 
sufficient serious theatre 
in London.” 

How fascinating to learn 
that the funders of drama 
wiD pay fbr only so much 
“serious theatre". What is 
their cut-off point? How do 
they define serious? Oh to 
to be a fly on the wall at 
the next council meeting. 
“Tra a bit worried about 
this Racine bloke in the 
West End. Sounds 
suspiciously serious.” 
Gloomy shaking of heads 
all round. “Yes, French. 
Must be serious. Oh dear. 
Not even a Hollywood star 
we can give some public 
money to, and show Chris 
Smith we’re modem and 
cutting-edge." 

I look forward to the 
Arts Council drama 
director, Anna Stapleton, 
explaining what 
constitutes serious theatre 
and exactly how much 
there should be in London. 
In the meantime. Peter 
Hall's offer to run The Old 
Vic with a repertory 
company and an artistic 
policy should be embraced 
and properly funded if 
there is a genuine 
concern about theatre, 
“serious” or otherwise. 


IS STEPHEN Oaldry 
bight), the 
Royal Court’s 
artistic 
director; 
auditioning 
fora role as a 
spin doctor? 
Cer tainly he 
delivered a 
Shane Warae- 
like linguistic 



googfy when The Stage 
raised the question of 
croneyism over the Arts 
Council awarding an extra 
£25m lottery gram to the 
Royal Court The council's 
chairman. Gem' Robinson, 
used to sit on the board of 
the Royal Court Dal dry 
told the newspaper "It is 
not additional but extra oh 
top of the feasibility 
forecast as a result of the 
final and accurate 
costings." Not additional 
but extra. Staff at the Royal 
Court should remember to 
use that wording next time 
they ask for a rise. 


HERE IS the trivial arts 
pursuits quiz question of 
the week. Who described 
what as “an extraordinarily 
awkwardly designed 
rhinoceros"? Sir Peter Hall 
on the Arts Council? No. It 
was Sir Richard Eyre's 
description of the Lyttelton 
auditorium at the National 
Theatre, which, of course, 
he used to run. There is 
dearly not much lore lost 
between Sir Richard and 
the National Theatre 
architect Sir Denys 
Lasdun. At the same 
Barclays Theatre Week 
conference Sir Richard 
reminded the audience 
that he found it hard to 
have a constructive 
relationship with Sir Denys 
who had denounced both 
Sir Richard and the 
designer Bill Dudley as 
“barbarians and vandals”. 

Clearly life behind the 
scenes at the 
National Theatre has 
not been all air 
kisses and luvvyish 
being there for each 
other. The National's 
design does hare 
its problems, 
particularly in 
the Olivier’s 
acoustics, 
though I 
believe the 
building as 
a whole is 
still vastly 
underrated 
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THE BOOKS INTERVIEW 


Whispers of immortality 

Derek Walcott, friend of Ted Hughes and fellow bard, tells Paula Burnett about myth and memory 


D erek Walcott is sitting in the 
corner of a small dark- 
panelled hotel bar. just 
north of Oxford Street, 
nursing a cold as the half- 
light of a dull November 
afternoon fades. In as many days, he has 
been in Hddelberg, with Volkswagen (“It’s 
good. They’re developing a kind of rela- 
tionship to the arts that's international 
now”), in Nice, in Granada and now Lon- 
, don. Ia four days’ time, he will be in 
Bermuda for a performance of his play 
memhrance. Tiny tables topped with 
beaten copper take a shine to the coal fire 
nestling improbably in a Victorian range. 

U is no t hard to imagine TS Eliots London, 

where "A lonely cab-horse steams and 
stamps”. But now it is not so much Eliot 
as Tted Hughes who bulks the shadows. Wal- 
cott was in Spain for the Lorca centenary 
when he heard of his friend’s death. 

He is here for the British launch of his 
essays, What the TunUght Says (Faber; 
£9.99): three important statements of his 
ideas, including the beautiful Nobel Prize 
lecture “The Antilles”, some short studies 
of diverse writers, and a story. Walcott is a 

kingfisher critic, with flashing insigh ts, aw 
original who writes a profound, poetic 
prose. Mine is his fourth appointment of the 
day, buthe is courteous as ever. He speaks 
as he thinks, twisting and turning, allow- 
ing one idea to spark another; changing sen- 
tences in mid-stream to capture precisely 
f what he is after; reminding me of Hughes’s 
much-lowed poem “The Thought-fbx". The 
familiar recording of it in Hughes’s rich 
voice had begun the hastily-scheduled 
tribute that packed the Purcell Room the 
day before, to which Walcott contributed 
At 68 (and so bora in the same year as 
Hughes). Walcott is far from retired. Now 
based in New York, he commutes for one 
night a week to Boston University to teach. 
Otherwise, he spends as much time as pos- 
sible in his native St Lucia, where the “boun- 
ty of Sweden” has enabled him to build a 
house with a studio that’s “very nice, nicer 
than the work I do”. 

Between writing poems, plays and 
screenplays, painting, and doing story- 
boards -not to mention directing plays, and 
- reading internationally- he is always busy. 
He rises early, though not quite as early as 
, he used to, and works at the typewriter; 
lilting the noise that “makes you feel you're 
working”, but aware of the “stupid age- 
prejudice' 1 that be has against the computer 
He rejoices that he has now given up not 
only alcohol but tobacco (laughing, he 
says “If I’ve done it, anybody can do any- 
thing") and has learned how to have that 
first coffee without a cigarette. 

He is brim-faD of projects. He has filmed 
some scenes from his play The Odyssey, is 
bringing out a volume of his watercolours 
with an introduction that has turned into a 
longish poem aixi is working on screenplays, 
including adaptations of Omeros, his epic 
transposition of the Odyssey to St Lucia, mid 
Ti-Jean. So many Caribbean novels would 
make “terrific films", he says. “I would love 
to do a [Sam] Selvon, setting it in London”. 

At home, he has plans for his Rat Island 
arts centre, with “a band-shell, studios, 
etcetera, but that is going to take a lot of 
money to raise". The dream is still in its 
infancy, but last summer he gathered a 
score of international theatre artists in St 
Lucia, including some of his old colleagues 
from the Trinidad Theatre Workshop, as 
welt as some new young actors. His face 
lights up as he talks of their brilliance. 

A question about 77ie Capeman - the 
musical he wrote with Paul Simon, which 



Derek Walcott, a biography 


Born in St Lucia in 1830. Derek 
Walcott and his twin brother 
Roderick were brought up by their 
mother, a schoolteacher. Their 
father, an amateur poet and painter, 
died when they were a year old. He 
has published 18 volumes of 
poetry, including two epics, Another 


Life 11873) and Omeros (1880). He 
graduated in Jamaica and studied 
theatre in New York, then returned 
to the Caribbean to found and direct 
the Trinidad Theatre Workshop from 
1959. He has written some 40 plays, 
and several screenplays. In 1992, the 
RSC staged The Odyssey, and this 


year his collaboration with Paul 
Simon. The Capeman, opened in New 
Ybrk. He is now Professor of Poetry 
at Boston University. His honours 
include the Queen’s Gold Medal for 
Poetry in 1988 and the Nobel Prize 
for Literature in 1992. He has three 
children and three grandchildren. 


closed after a fewweeks on Broadway and 
many years’ work - summons a more 
sombre mood. For the last month, he 
stopped going to rehearsals, feeling be- 
trayed by Broadway’s “very high banality”. 
“It’s not a Broadway play," he insists, and 
talks about the “disastrous" absence of any- 
thing like the National Theatre or the 


RSC in the US. Bathe is careful not to carp. 
“Perhaps it mas bad," he says, “but at least 
it should have gone down as its own thing”. 
Could it be revived? There was some good 
work in it, he replies, which “should be 
somehow preserved and re-attempted 
ultimately" - but not yet 

I ask him about myth, discussed in 


“The Muse of History", erne of the essays 
m foe book. He begins by callmg myth his- 
tory’s alternative, the opposite of reason and 
hierarchy and then cites Tbd Hughes’s view 
that myth “is much more powerful than 
reality”. He warms to his point 

“What happens now? Ted Hughes is 
dead That’s a fart, OK. Then there’s some- 


thing caUed foe poetiy of Ted Hughes. The 
poetry of Ted Hughes is more real, very 
soon, than the myth that Ted Hughes 
existed- because that cant be proverLlfou 
follow what Fm saying? Since this is a 
domain of myth, anyway -a kind of tribal- 
memory thing - what happens? Ted 
Hughes enters foe tribal memory of Fug- 
land. So Hughes’s poetry is a part of the 
myth erf England arid is part of the u^th of 
English poetry...”. He pauses. I think of 
Hughes, who said that, as Poet Laureate, 

he served the tribe. 

He turns to education: “When a child's 
mind develops and is heading in a certain 

directum, we murder that mentality, we 
murder that imagination, by saying ‘Now, 
that is all well and good, but now sit down 
and start to study". What is lost in this 
process, he adds, is Traherne’s and Blake's 
idea of the “innocence of souT. 

So is writing, for him, a devotional prac- 
tice? “Yes. completely. I mean, I am grate- 
ful, you know. I have to be grateful in the 
sense that I feel that what I have is a gift. 
That’s another pompous expression that is 
out of fashion, to say that poetry is a gift 
It sounds pompous because you say who 
gave you foe gift, and what is this gift? 

“And foe gift is where I am, foe gift is 
whatlhave come out of, the people around 
me who, I think, are beautiful people. They 
are, because they have gone through so 
much, and their fortitude is tremendous, 
and ti^beauly is part of that fortitude, and 
the landscape they inhabit.." 

He leans forward, trust recently, a guy 
was playing a shac-shac [a kind of mara- 
ca made from a gourd with seeds] in a band 
in St Lucia and I was looking at that guy’s 
face, and I was saying, fftoi’s why Tm here, 
that’s what Iwant to do. I want to have that 

gn y Vt farfr — a hlnpjc guy lyas. 

es in his face, you know, and wearing a hat 
and a kind of serenity on his face, playing 
foe shac-shac, and foe creases on his 
face. Not to pain tit, not just to say ‘to paint 
it would be good’, but to fee! it That’s why 
Tm here. Fm here fra- this man's face." 

Hie older you get, Walcott says, the 
stronger you know what your roots are. 
“That happened to Ted Ted just developed 
a deeper and deeper kwe cfEn^and. It just 
got deeper as he got ddec And that’s what’s 
great in him.” I think of Eliot’s poem to the 
Commoowealfo war dead, which opens with 
the hnp “a man’s des tinatio n is his own vil- 
lage”. Destination, it says, is not foe same 
as destiny. 

When I leave, foe street is dark and 
awash with a tropical-strength downpour; 
but arid. Walcott has to miss Hughes's 
funeral, but Seamus Heaney is coming to 
London for it and they have a night at foe 
same hotel sharing memories. Those who 
heard Hughes, Heaney and Walcott read 
togethera few years ago at St ratfo r d’ s Swan 
Theatre are unlikely to forget it 

The nest day a car will whisk Walcott to 
receive an honorary degree at Warwick Uni- 
versity. He win sleep as a sodden England 
wheels by. But once there, refreshed, he 
greets old friends like Odysseus in the un- 
derworld. He addresses 700 young people 
with foe wit and gravity of foe gifted 
teacher that he is, and reads them “Spoil- 
er’s Return”, with its sparky fusion of 
calypso and classical satire, as well as foe 
heart-rending poem “Sea Canes” 

It begins “Htilf my friends are dead”, and 
begs “give me them back, as they were... 
with faults and all", but then moves on to 
foe wisdom that “out of what is lost grows 
something stronger”. Out of what is lost 
and what is held, Derek WfelcotFs words still 
go from strength to strength. 


COVER 

STORIES 



DESPITE THE presence of Irish 
PM Bertie Ahern and two of his 
predecessors, there was a 
refreshing lack of formality when 
Hodder launched Helen Burke’s 
and Olivia O’Leary’s biography 
rtf Mary Robinson in Dublin. The 
former Irish President (now UN 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights) was detained in Geneva 
and might have been 
embanassed by the praise 
heaped on her by Ahern - who 

ran foe campaign of Brian 
I^nihan, Robinson's opponent 


for the post However, President 
Robinson’s own easy informality 
did not always please the Brits. 
When Prince Charles visited her, 
royal protocol demanded that 
security personnel be present 
during his private lunch. 
Robinson said no, and HRH had 
to settle for one security man on 
foe other side of the corridor 


NEXT SPRING, one of O’Leary's 
fellow Newsnight presenters will 
also make a debut between hard 
covers. Frandne Stock has opted 
for fiction: A Foreign Country 
(due from Chatto) is about a TV 
journalist whose coverage of a 
war in foe former Soviet Union 
brings his aged mother face to 
face with her past 


NO ONE could have failed to 
shed a tear at this week's 
Talking Heads, with Thora ffird 
waiting for death in an old 
people’s home. Alan Bennett's 
real-life h umanity is captured in 
The Lody in the Vhn, his account 
of the elderly lady who, for 15 
years, lived in his Camden drive. 
It is now to be published as a 
stand-alone paperback from the 
doughty independent Profile 
Books, who made Bennett’s The 
Clothes They Stood Up In a 
bestseller. Small wonder that foe 
firm, set up by Andrew F ranklin 
after his ousting from Hamish 
Hamilton, has seen turnover hit 
£lm within its second year. 


ONE OF Scotland's most 
notorious former prisoners is set 
to Tnaka headlines again. .T immy 
Boyle, who met the psychiatrist 
who became his wife in the 
celebrated Special Unit at 
Bartinnie, has written a novel 
Hero qf die Underworld. Ehelled 
by his anger at the treatment of 
former prisoners and foe failure 
of care in the community, it is 
brutally realistic - so much so 
that his friend Helena Kennedy 
begged him not to publish it The 
version that Serpent's Tad are to 
issue in February is. apparently, 
heavily edited. Even so, it’s not 
for anyone with a weak stomach. 


GOOD NEWS for those who 
enjoyed Olivia Goldsmith's novel 
and foe much-hyped subsequent 
film. The First Wives Chib. The 
feisly novelist is at work on a 
sequel Wives Again. 
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Swinging trickster digs deep in the heart of Dixie 

How many more outrageous comic epics can a 67-year-old expect to write? John Sutherland worries that Tom Wolfe has saved the best till last 


MY MAIN anxiety about A Man in Full is 
actuarial Wolfe published his first novel 
The Bonfire of the Vanities, in 1987 when 
he was 56. This, his second, has appeared 
at the age of 67. 1 can think of no other nov- 
elist who has started so late, so welL and 
so slowly. And, alas. Wolfe is not what foe 
insurance companies would call a “good 
life": he has already had his first serious 
heart attack. 

Despite having taken up fiction ata time 
when his doctors might well have pre- 
scribed nine-hole golf. Wolfe has an un- 
canny knack: it is what one might call 
third-age cool With space-suited Glenn in 
orbit and v anilla -suited Wolfe at the top of 
the bestseller list (combined score. 144 
years), this must be the year of the swing- 
ing old geezer. 

A Man in F\jU makes the polemical point 
(uttered ex-cathedra by Wolfe in 1989) that 
the modern novel like the legendary 
\ winky-wanky bird, has gone round in ever 
; smaller circles. eventually disappearing up 
i its own modernity. The genre needs, in 
WbMe’s analysis, to re-root in its coarse sub- 
i soil: the realist novel of the 18th century. 
’ And it must address itself not to the man- 
darins but to the REM generation. 

The novel centres on a 60-year-old 
Atlan ta real-estate developer Charlie Cro- 
ker has a trophy second wife (“a boy with 
breasts", his first wife cattily thinks) and 
a business going belly-up. He owes over 
half-a-billion to his bank. What saves him? 
The stoic philosophy of Epictetus - another 
old geezer with the right stuff. 

A Man in FlM has the same shape and 
narrative routines as The Bonfire of the 



A Man in Full 

by Tom WolFe 

Jonathan Cape, £20. 742pp 

Vanities. The building-block of Wblfe’s fic- 
tion is foe riff. Each chapter revolves 
around a single vrvid episode: Charlie 
Croker; for example, superintending the 
mating of his stud stallion First Draw with 
a luckless brood mare. “Smash] - the stal- 
lion came crashing down on the mare’s 
back and drove his enormous penis toward 
beryawning vuhra. The very ground shook 
beneath Charlie and his hand of guests. The 
quake rattled their innards. The planets col- 
lided. The earth wobbled. Sex! Lust! Des- 
perate! Irresistible!" Within the large riff 
are smaller riffs; typically, a kind of stream- 
of-consdousness technique marked by 
ellipses, capitals and exclamations. 

The young hero (Arrian to Charlie's 
Epictetus) is Conrad Hensley. By a crazy 
series of events which begin with a park- 
ing ticket. Conrad finds himself in the 


“house" (prison) about to be “turned out” 
(gang raped) by foe “Nordic Bund" (white 
supremacists). Comedy and horror mix, as 
they typically do in Wolfe. What saves Con- 
rad from a fate worse than ten deaths? The 
philosophy of Epictetus and an act of 
God. specifically Zeus (don't ask). 

A Man in Full is a more accomplished 
effort than The Bonfire qf the Vanities; 
Wolfe integrates his narrative better Yet 
this novel like its predecessoc is crammed 
with incidental goodies, vast cargoes of in- 
formation caught by Wblfe’s journalist 
eye. We learn what it is like to work in a 
food-factory freezer unit, so cold that snot 
icicles droop from your nostrils. And we 
learn why it is black kids in the Tiood wear 
baggy pants: “in prison they don't provide 
belts, and so if your pants are too big you 
let them ride down”. 

Contemplating Wolfe's careen one is dri- 
ven to ask why, at this late age, he has 
turned to fiction. As a literary vein, the New 
Journalism is far from worked out (what 
Wolfe could do with the Lewinsky affair!). 
The reason, one suspects, is that the 
novel is the last literary territory where you 
can write freely (anti irresponsibly) about 
forbidden topics. And foe “radioactive" 
topic is. of course, race. 

The plot of AManin FuU derives dear- 
ly enough from the OJ circus. A running 
back at Georgia Tech, Ffcreek “Cannon” 
Fanon, is accused of raping a white busi- 
nessman's daughter He may have done it 
But there is a complicating Desiree Wash- 
ington/Mike Tyson aspect to the crime. She 
voluntarily went to his room, as had many 
other white groupies, under no illusions. 



Vanilla suit, but no fudge from Tom 
Wolfe Ketih Dobney 


Only when surprised by her (white) girl- 
friends with her panties round her ankles 
did she indicate any alarm. Fifty years ago 
in Atlanta, of course, there is no question 
what would have happened a good, old- 
fashioned lynching. 1997 is something else. 

Fanon is defended by a Johnny 
Cochran- style lawyer; Roger White. Nick- 


named “Roger Too-Wbite", he is a “beige 
half-brother", a “wannabe" (as Spike Lee 
labelled Iight-complexioned African 
Americans in his film School Daze). Fanon. 
by contrast, is a moronic thug from the 
Hood with diamonds in his ears and half 
a hundredweight of gold round leas neck. 
He is a very black black C*a jigaboo", to use 
Spite Lee’s other term). 

Fanon is no role model for black youth. 
But Tech needs him for their fund drive. 
As the football team goes, so do foe do- 
nations, and fhnon is an All-American, in 
line for the Heisman Trophy. The black 
mayor is locked in an election battle with 
a rival blacker than he is, and needs a 
“cause" to bring in the ghetto vote (African 
Americans mate up 75 per cent rtf Atlanta’s 
inner-city electorate). 

Plotting is not Wolfe's forte, and the 
Fanon business is simply a way of getting 
to the novel's principal concern This is the 
race crisis in America that no white writer 
outside the licensed area of fiction even 
dare allude to - let alone be funny about 
Comedy, of an outrageous kind, is ensured 
by Wblfe’s choice of hero. 

Charlie Croker is. by all the canons of 
political correctness, a lost cause. He 
cannot restrain himself from almost say- 
ing “Nigra” when discussing his “boys” on 
his 29,000-acre plantation “Thrp’mtime". 
Croker believes in the “big swinging dick” 
theory of life. Testosterone is what made 
America great (a recurrent thane in 
Wolfe, going back to The Right Stuff). As 
it happens, although the novel does not 
linger on the irony, Charlie raped his 
future wife on their first date. It’s a man 


thing, we understand. Wolfe’s cleverest 
trick is to make the reader actually like this 
unreconstructed monster 

Fiction and rap music are the only {daces 
where the creative artist can now freely use 
the N-word, and ponder all the baggage 
that it brings with it. In A Man in FuU, Wolfe 
splattere it around with Mark Ribrman-lite 
profusion, often putting it in the mouths of 
otherwise sympathetic characters (the 
luddess father of the not-raped girl, for ex- 
ample). Doubtless Wolfe will be attacked 
for his insensitivity (as The Bonfire of the 
Ifanities was attacked). But the central con- 
tention of the novel is, I think, incontro- 
vertible. Race relations in American are at 
boiling point and one of the ways to take 
them off foe boil is comedy. Rap probably 
helps, as well 

In some ways, foe novel is reminiscent 
of Warren Beatty’s new film, Bulworth. 
There, a white politician has a nervous 
breakdown. The “bizarre" symptom is 
that, for the first time in his life, he tells 
the truth about race relations in America. 
Beatty's film dissolves into liberal fudge: 
Bulworth solves the drug problem in LA 
by buying black kids ice-cream, “disting" 
the LAFD, and having it off with a beauti- 
fal (Iight-complexioned) African American 
who is half his age. 

Wfolfe avoids the .easy solutions, the 
“happy ever afters" which, traditionally fic- 
tion has used to disembarrass itself a Man 

ends with a tart cynkasnr foe Thaek- 

erayan “amari aliquid", or touch of bitter- 
ness. This is, indubitably, a long novel It 
is aiso, I think, a great American novel 
about a big American mess. 
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A little more than kin 

Do we care if the Swan of Avon had mother trouble? Peter Holland on facts behind the acts 



Shakespeare: a life 
by Park Honan 

Oxford University Press. £25. 
450pp 


B en Jonson couldn't 
see the point of look- 
ing at pictures of 
Shakespeare. You 
might get a good like- 
ness, but no artist 
stood a chance of drawing the wit 
And so, “reader look/ Not on his pic- 
ture but his book”. If that was good 
advice for people looking at the 
great dome of the egghead on the 
title page of the First Fblio, it might 
be a warning for people reading a 
biography as well even one as good 
as Park Honan’s. 

After all, what is a Shakespeare 
biography for? Nicholas Rowe, who 
wrote the first in 1709, knew that 
there were already some people who 
thought they were a waste of time 
because “the works of Mr Shake- 



A 16th-century performance of Twelfth Night 7 given in the yard of an inn, engraving by Swain Mary Evans 


speare may seem to many not to 
want a comment”; but he still put 
forward the traditional arg ument 
that “the knowledge of an author 
may sometimes conduce to the 
better understanding his book”. 

Park Honan bas all the advan- 
tages of the latest research - Ids and 
others' - on various dusty docu- 
ments, and his own immense expe- 
rience of writing biographies of 
other authors such as Jane Austen 
and Matthew Arnold. But I do not 
think there is a single moment in his 
whole book which “conduced" to my 
better understancBngShafcespeare's 
“book”. What Honan does manage 
is rather unfashionable and sur- 
prising. He makes of the works away 
of understanding the man. Usually 
cautiously, though occasionally 
outrageously, Honan tries to see 
what the plays and poems might re- 
veal about the man from Stratford. 

If Stratford’s flagging tourist in- 
dustry were capable of being boost- 
ed by a biography, then Honan 
should end up with the Freedom of 
the Borough. Fbr his Shakespeare 
is very much the “man from Strat- 
ford". The town bustles backinto life 
and its citizens take on palpable 


existence under Honan’s watchful 
eye. Their wills and bonds, court 
records and council orders, pnn 
vide tiny nonets not only of foct but 
also of implication. 

When Thomas Whittington, once 
shepherd to Richard Hathaway, 
Anne's father; left to “the poor 
people of Stratford” 40 shillings 
“that is in the hand of Anne Shake- 
speare”, Honan uses the bequest to 
buOd an image of Anne as a 
woman who can be trusted to look 
after the shepherd’s money. When 
Shakespeare bought New Place in 
1597, the great house in Stratford, 
Honan makes much of its blood- 
bolteredpast 

One previous owner had 
poisoned his daughter in 1563, and 
another would be poisoned by his 
son two months after the sale to 

ShahreppflT^ s ufficie nt, for Honan tp 

argue that such events “famil- 
iarised” Shakespeare “with the raw; 
primitive theme of family murder”. 
Hie two murderers, TOIIiam Bott 
and Flilke Underhill, become anoth- 
er trace erf the mateials out of winch 
Shakespeare fashioned Hamlet 

Bookish scholars have worked 
hard for centuries to make Shake- 


speare as book-bound as them- 
selves. Honan creates for us a 
Shakespeare who feeds off his life 
and the experiences of Stratford’s 
community. 

Sometimes, tiie attempts push at 
the limits of credibility The great 
mystery of why Shakespeare’s Son- 
nets, which were almost certainly 
written in the 1590s, should 
unexpectedly get published in 1609 
now has a new solution: Shake- 
speare waited until after the death 
of his beloved mother in 1608 so that 
she would not be upset by the 
poems' revelations. 

That serves as a triumphal con- 
clusion to the relationship that fbr 
H onan mattered most in Shake- 
speare’s life. The baby william was, 
apparently devotedly looked after by 
his mother as the plague raged in 
Stratford - a sheer guess about 
how mothers might have reacted to 
plague in a society with high infant 
mortality. I suppose it could be said 
of almost apy man that “the most., 
tangled and contratfictory of his re- 
lationships was always with his 
mother”. 

Hnn^n has to put in a defensive 
“one suspects”, since he has onjy his 


own inferences on which to base the 
argument But be follows it with a 
statement that tries to face both 
ways at that complex juncture be- 
tween life and writing: “his troubled 
attitudes to women are too- deep to 
be of anything but early origin" 

I guess that Honan means that 
the plays show these “troubled at- 
titudes” in profuson, because there 
is precious little evidence of them 
elsewhere apart from that enigmatic 
bequest to Anne of the second-best 
bed. But the whole idea rests on two 
very arguable assumptions: that 
the plays show troubled attitudes to 
women, and that those attitudes are 
Shakespeare's own. 

If Honan's attempts to lie Shake- 
speare down on a psychoanalytic 
couch don’t ring true, this is a small 
price to pay for the excellence else- 
where. The assertive way in which 
Honan tries to probe Shakespeare's 
mind sits oddly beside his usual care- 
ful hesitancy. 

Nicholas Rowe had so few facts 
athis disposal in 1709 that he could 
pretty much say what he liked. Park 
Honan has so many more that he 
needs to be more wary. But, at his 
best, Honan looks again at the evi- 


dence and comes up with convinc- 
ing new solutions. 

He is especially cautious, though, 
when he charts an “alternative nar- 
rative” for those lost years in the 
1580s. He sets out the option that 
Shakespeare was the “William 
Shakeshaft” who worked as a 
schoolteacher with the Catholic 
family at Hoghton Tower in Lan- 
cashire. It is a neat theory, and the 
circumstantial evidence for it is 
building all the time. But we will 
never know the answer. 

For Rowe, “some little account of 
the man himself” seemed a proper 
accompaniment to his edition of 
the plays. Park Honan never quite 
decides whether the plays ought to 
be the accompaniment to his fairly 
large biography. But whichever 
way round the two shouM go, Shake- 
speare; a life is the very best 
biography around of the man him- 
self It is a convincing demonstration 
ofbowmuch can be recovered of an 
individual's life, and of bow little can 
be known of his thoughts. 

Professor Peter HoUand is Director 
qf the Shakespeare Institute. Uni- 
versity cf Birmingham 


Playing away 
from home 

Alice Thomas Ellis asks if male 
politicians need more mistresses 


THIS BOOK is something like the 
written equivalent of “thinking 
aloud”, at once discursive and in- 
tuitive. It is a series of meditations 
on what Jack TVevor Story called 
“orso ratings” and the style is 
catching like a distinctive voice. A 
speaker engaged in a similar en- 
terprise would precede the anec- 
dotes with. “It was last Tuesday - 
no. I tell a lie. It was...” but hap- 
pily the discipline of having to 
write it down prevents too many ir- 
ritating diversions. The author's 
mind wanders, but we are pleased 
to follow him off the beaten track 
of linear thought into those misty, 
tangled areas where, in truth, we 
nil spend much of our time with- 
out usually mentioning it to anyone 
else unless we are slightly drunk. 

He makes his intentions dear on 
the first page: “My hope when I 
began work on these odd hybrids 
was rather to dramatise an inti 
mate relation between reflections 
that are timeless and ongoing 
stories of our lives.” Every’ idea 
here expressed, he tells us, he has 
since found in the writings of two 
centuries or even two millennia 
ago. This is oddly reassuring and 
a reminder of the value of reading. 
If we are struck by what seems to 
us a novel idea, we only have to 
spend some time in the library to 
find it described by someone else. 

On a trip to present a petition to 
the European Parliament, a 
woman spoke of the politicians' 
sexual peccadilloes (“There were 
those who claimed that the Par- 
liament only moved back and forth 
every month so that the men could 
get away from their regular mis- 
tresses for the week”!, which 
caused Ton Parks to remember 
how, in Plato’s Republic, Socrates 
suggested “that those who distin- 
guished themselves hi public fife 
should be rewarded by being able 
to sleep with more women. This 
would ensure that the greater num- 
ber of babies were bora to the bet- 
ter sort." Now that is a truly novel 
idea not, I think, current today. 

Still in the European Parlia- 
ment, he was amused by the Med- 
itation Room, a space trying 
desperately not to resemble a 
chapel apologetic, amorphous. He 
is good mi Europe, pointing out that 
the Community arose only as a last 
resort, fuelled not by enthusiasm 
but by a fearful necessity and a 
weary economic opportunism: 



Adultery & Other 
Diversions 
by Tim Parks 

Sain a i Vjr&irg I'lf W. * 


another of those things which 
everyone knows but few say :tluud 
The book begins and ends as flit: 
title promises with tales of adultery 
"Clearly it is very exciting when 
you start destroying everything" 
In the last piece, eslablLslung the 
difference between fidelity and 
faith in football and in Ion*, he con- 
flates the two passions, reflecting 
on his own fidelity to the Yellow - 
blues which endures uilhouf Lnih 
that they will ever be successful. 
At the same time he considers the 
case of his friend Giorgio, who is 
planning to leave his wife for his 
secretary. “It's insulting”, says the 
author's own wife, “the way you keep 
comparing Marina and Giorgio’s 
troubles to the football season” “I 
only do that,” he replies engaging- 
ly. “because it’s the only way you’ll 
let me talk about football. " 

His method, which consists 
largely in effortlessly avoiding the 
accepted view, is particularly ef- 
fective in the section on Charity. He 
quotes Roberto Calasso: “With La 
Fhyette the alliance between Good 
Causes and Stupidity is signed 
and sealed. From now on. those 
who seek the good of Mankind will 
share a crude, imprecise, warm- 
hearted. obtuse, emphatic vision of 
men." Parks adds that the “post- 
Christian enterprise of substitut- 
ing God with man becomes 
problematic if we forget to haw as 
high an opinion of the latter as we 
once entertained of the former”, 
while in Maturity he writes of his 
children and of appetence, chat 
yearning which the Welsh call Iii- 
raelh. There are 13 pieces, all 
worth lingering oven leaving you 
with the feeling you might have if 
you'd spent the night drinking on 
a warm cafe terrace discussing 
with some well-disposed intellec- 
tuals the meaning of everything. 


Chips with everything 

Jonathan Sale enjoys some sparkling wit from a flat country 


E TOURIST board had better re- 

ite that ad campaign Instead of 
1 hesitant “Belgium - It’s Slight- 
Different”, the nation should 
int itself with “Somewhat More 
nosing" or, indeed, “Absolutely 
ling About” Harry Pearson, the 
hor of Racing Pigs and Giant 
Times, has now journeyed to 
- near neighbour and returned 
h something to declare. 

On the face of it there are not too 
iny laughs in Belgium, parti cu- 
(y since it is turning out to be a 
rid leader in serial chfld-kfliers. 
arson, though, grants it a high 
>rtle factor He discovers a beer 
led Delirium Tremens. He cant 
: a word in edgeways - in con- 
sation with a Happist monk. He 
es us a taste of the Internation- 
duseum of Cakes and Icing, in a 

erie he is served by a woman who 
>eared to have spent a consider- 

e time in her own fryer- “the fea; 

it launched a thousand chips . 
He learns that Adolphe Sax, Bel- 



A Tall Man in a Low 
Land: some time among 
the Belgians 
by Harry Pearson 

Little. Brown. £9.99. 24 6pp 


gian inventor of the saxophone, 
also designed a mortar which could 
fire a shell 11 yards wide and 550 
tons in weight He gives credit to the 
Walloons (French-speakers) who 
invented pigeon-racing. He gets a 
cheap laugh by crediting the Flem- 
ish (Dutch-speakers) with the in- 
vention of “finch sport”, which 
involves counting lards’ chirrups . 


Serious travellers may dismiss 
Pearson as a member of the 
“There's a foreigner - let*s giggle” 
brigade. He might retort that he al- 
lows the foreigners, if not the last 
laugh, at least the penultimate snig- 
ger by, for example, orderinga chip 
sandwich (a gastronomic atrocity 
unknown in the area) from Our 
Lady (fftheFriteriaStni, at least his 
French was up to it on that occasion: 
“The number of times I have gone 
into a little grocery store to bay 
toilet paper and come out with an 
apple and frangipani tart are beyond 
counting;” he confesses. “And it is 
no substitute, believe me,” 

A more substantial defence 
would be that the country seems a 
great deal more interesting by the 

end of the book than it did at the be- 
ginning. What the helL Pearson’s 
main excuse is that he is really 
hinny Do not read this book in apub- 
fic place - especially if the public 
place happens to be in Belgium. 
Pricking the Walloon, as it were. 


A blaze behind the screen 


WITH HIS voice of thunder; Ted 
Hughes spoke for Deep England. 
Before him, in the Laureateship 
lists, the warbling flute of John 
Betjeman piped up for Middle 
England (always excepting 
Slough)- Next time, if talent by 
itself could fix the choice, the job 
might pass to the greatest living 
cheerleader for Visionary 
England- to the rebel bard who 
occupies the rugged turf where 
Blake, Milton and Shelley stood. 

Of course, it’s most improbable 
that Tony Harrison would ever 
want to wear any court flunkey's 
outfit, however loose. Besides, 
the spin doctors would mark 
down the mischief-making 
Yorkshire classicist on every 
count To any chaser of suburban 
votes, be seems both too posh (in 
terms of prosody and allusion) 
but too defiantly plebeian as well: 
a scholar and a scally, all at once. 

Yet, watching the premiere of 
his Prometheus at the London 
Film Ftestival earlier this week, it 
struck me that Harrison’s work 
for screen and stage already 


A WEEK IN 
BOOKS 



BOYD TONKIN 
Could a poet pack 
your cinema ? Tony 
Harrison ivants to 


amounts to a hugely rich corpus 
of public verse. In addition to the 
stunning theatre adaptations that 
began with The Mysteries for the 
National, his ten film-poems for 
television fuse word and image to 
illumine a vast array of subjects 
from blasphemy to Alzheimer’s, 
from the hooligan violence of v. to 
the post-Communist confusion of 


A Maybe Day in Kazakhstan. No 
topic, however dry or difficult, 
can elude his clangorous diction 
and fiendishly cunning rhymes. 

In Prometheus, Harrison has 
for the first time directed as well 
as scripted a film. A feature, not a 
direct TV commission, it now bas 
to find the cinema exposure it 
deserves before an eventual 
small-screen outing on Channel 
4. Next week, Faber publishes the 
screenplay (£8.99), with an idea- 
stacked essay that explains 
Harrison's long fascination with 
the myth of the flame-stealer who 
liberated mankind - which dates 
from the days when young Tony 
“learned to dream awake before 
the coal-fire in our living room”. 

Setting out from the social and 
physical wreckage of the forsaken 
South Yorkshire coalfield, the film 
- and the nimble octosyllabic 
couplets of its script - crosses 
Europe to explore the meaning of 
(he Titan’s theft of fire from Zeus. 
The frame for this voyage, from 
Hull through bomb-blasted 
Dresden to pollution-poisoned 


Romania and Greece, lies in an 
abandoned cinema. Here, Zeus’s 
supercilious enforcer Hermes 
(Michael Feast) trades political 
insults and barbed verses with a 
wheezing retired pitman (Whiter 
Sparrow). For Harrison, the half- 
inched benefits of fire imply not 
just energy and manufacture but 
- above all - humanity's creative 
insubordination. As the fag-toting 
miner chortles to Hermes. “Diso- 
bloody-bedience got us over 
t 'barbed wire fences of Jehovah”. 

Cloth-capped but silver- 
tongued, Harrison can transcend 
the dull duality that forever sets 
Pop against Posh, Dylan against 
Keats (subject of a fine Harrison 
poem about the classroom misery 
of a “wrong” accent). In his work] 
the arts of the study and the 
street clash and wrestle as 
Parnassus comes to Pontefract - 
but they never once merge into 
middlebrow pap. Fbr that reason. 
Prometheus ought to burn bright 
in your local multiplex as well as 
in art-houses. This poet belongs 
in the Palais, if not in the Palace. 


Buy any six books for the price of five. 

Until November 21st, whenever vou buv any six books at \Vaters tone's the one with the lowest price is yours for free. 
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ABSOLUTELY NOT to be missed, 
these two absorbing essays, about 
a bohemian who was eccentric 
even by Manhattan standards, date 
from the heyday of the New Yorker. 
In 1942. Mitchell profiled Gould, 
aka Professor Seagull, a bearded 
weirdo who enlivened literary 
shindigs with birdcalls and claimed 
to be writing a limitless oral history. 
Twenty-two years la tec Mitchell 
returned to the same topic. In some 
ways, the amazing truth about 
Gould recalls Stephen King's The 
Shining. Sympathetic and patient, 
Mitchell was a giant of journalism. 
His classic collection, McSoriey’s 
Wonderful Saloon, epr. Jiy cries 
out for reprinting. 



Tourist 
by Matt 
Thome. 
Sceptre. 
£6.99. 
233pp 


THE TWINKLING arcades of 
Western -Super-Mare provide the 
backdrop to Matt Thorne’s 
accomplished first novel. When ex- 
student Sarah lands herself a job 
selling neon displays to local 
businessmen, she also ends up a 
regular visitor to her boss's marital 
bed. She’s also sleeping with an old 
man called Henry, but is coming to 
like Ned, her summer student 
help. Occupying an emotional no- 
man's land between Rita, Sue and 
Bob Tbo and Wish You Were Here, 
Thorne describes sex, boredom 
and a lifetime of morning-afters in 
a British seaside town. Particularly 
good on girls’ nights out. 


EXTREMES IN weather seem to 
bring out the best in writers, and 
Charlotte Cole's anthology of 
winter readings includes some real 
goodies. Set in a chilly Montreal, 
Carol Shields's story “Chemistry" 
explores the emotional 
configurations of an Early Music 
recorder group; while Margaret 
Atwood's story of a boozy work 
lunch is set against an urban 
winterscape of blowy subways and 
dingy bars. Closer to home, Ali 
Smith remembers Scottish school 
days, and a Christmas concert; and 
A L Kennedy's mischievous story 
“Cap O’Rush es" recounts how a 
wife leaves her “goblin husband" 
after a bout of fiu. 



Voices from 
Che Great 
War 

edited by 
Peter 
Vansittart. 
Pimlico. 
£10. 303pp 


THIS ENTHRALLING scrapbook 
ill umina tes unexpected facets of a 
conflict where mechanised armies 
meshed like locked gears. The 
chivalry which led so mazy to 
volunteer can also be seen in the 
wreaths dropped by Allied aviators 
on the airfield of a dead Goman 
ace and the fags and chocolate 
thrown by Tommies to German 
POWs in 1918. The word pictures of 
Mayakovsky and Apollinaire remind 
us that the First Wbrid War was the 
birthplace of modernism. But it is 
the horrific images of Owen (“Gas! 
Quick beys! An ecstasy of fumbling”) 
and Kipling (“eye-pecking gulls”) 
which haunt the mind 


USED TO probing aeons of. 
geological time, Gould now turns his 
gaze on a mere 6,000 years. This is 
the age of the universe according to 
Archbishop Usher who claimed 
everything came into being at noon 
on 23 October; 4004 BC. Gould notes 
that upheavals caused by mffl en- 
wariqf Mt rang e from Hw P easants * 

Revolt to the Battle of Wounded 
Knee. The confusion over whether 
we should party on 31 December 
1999 or a year later is due to a sixth- 
century monk called Dionysius 
Rrigims fTi ftlp D ermis) , who 
miscalculated the birth of Christ by 
four years and forgot about the year 
zero. Bringing a light touch to such 
weighty topics, Gould is a class act 



Angel Bird 
by Sanjida 
O'Connell. 
Black Swan 
£6.99 
283pp 


EVERYTHING A GIRL could wish 
for in a novel: good food, good 
scenery and kissing in the stables. 
Mall is a Cambridge-trained 
zoologist who decamps to rural 
No. them Ireland to study the 
mating patterns of magpies. But as 
he roams the country round his 
new home, he is distracted by 
another kind of local inhabitant 
Eddie, a dope-smoking vegetarian 
cook and Nadia, a raven-haired 
beauty (who likes to dress up in 
scarlet cloaks). Winner of a Betty 
Trask Award tor her first novel 
Theory of Mind, O’Connell tempers 
her vivid prose with a sensible 
helping of well-explained science. 



Confes- 
sions of a 
Wine Lover 
by Jancis 
Robinson. 
Penguin. 
£7.99. 
376pp 


SHE IS a beautiful high-flyer; a 
non-pareil in her field, ceaselessly 
productive. She wins over the 
sniffy proprietor of Cheval Blanc 
by identifying the two vintages 
served at dinner (1971 and 1964). 
With so much going for hen Jancis 
Robinson should be intolerable. 
Sony, but this memoir is 
irrisistibly charming. No wonder 
that in just two years. 1975 to 1977, 
Robinson rose from Hirondelle to 
Chateau Petrus ’45. She has 
kippers and Krug with Arlott; 
Coppola pitches a deal while she 
samples his own-label Zinfandel 
(“hearty and gutsy"). The same 
goes for this sparkling book. 
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IMPOTENT GERMANS may not ; 
sound much of a turn-on - possibly 
even dangerous - but Hauptmann 
somehow makes these 
leiderhosened kriharios interesting, j 
Unlike Bridget Jones, German 

T Tre mr arw*** h mltw Parmon T hag 

a satisfactory sex life. A red-haired 
liber-babe with a BMW and long 
legs. Car men' s onfy problem is 
keeping the men away. Ffed up with 
the their over-enthusiastic 
demands, she takes out a lonely 
hearts ad for an intelligent, but 
impotent lover Not rising to the 
occasion are a Bavarian count and a \ 
balding giant. The style isn't great, 
but the Teutonic setting gives the ■ 

sex an interesting edge. 


by Henry 

Kamen, 

Yale. £9.95. 
PP 


ACCLAIMED FOR its scholarship, 
this first hill biography of Mary I’s 
consort is also wonderfully 
readable, from the oddly familiar 
account of his youth (“it is difficult 
to believe that Philip had any real 
experience of childhood or domestic 
affection") to his gruesome death. 
Bagged down in paperwork, Philip 
applied his passion for accountancy 
to his vast collection of relics; 10 
whole bodies, 144 heads, 306 limbs.. . 
Though he abandoned Spain’s 
“refreshing absence of repression”, 
Philip encouraged the Inquisition 
for political not spiritual reasons. 
£f»ni*4iirig Inng^ag tahlishtv i myths, 

Kamen has produced a penetrating 
portrait of a driven man 



Lawyer 
by John 
Grisham. 
Century. 
£10. 3A8pp 


STREET 

.LAWYER 


THE GIANT Washington law firm 
Drake and Sweeny has everything 
an ambitious young lawyer could 
want (except Ally McBeaD. But 
then a homeless person drops into 
the company’s offices with a gun, 
and blows his head off in the oak- 
panelled conference room. A 
Grisham novel with an agenda 
(rich people should help the 
homeless), it tells the story of 
Michael, three years away from 
partnership, who witnesses the 
head-blowing incident and down- 
shifts for a new career in legal aid. 
Never a hair out of place, or a 
sentence too many. Grisham sets 
the world to rights, if not alight 


SPOKEN WORD 

CHRISTINA HARDYMENT 



The Last Goon Show of All 
BBC. 2hrs. £5.99 CD £11.90 

THE STAR of the show at Ibis year's Tattoos awards, 
the Oscars of the Spoken Word industry was Spike 
Miffigan. who accepted the award for Tire Last Goon 
Show of AH Stephen Fry was also given an award fin: 
his own reading of his unabridged autobiography' 
Moab is My Washpot (Random House*, os was 
Derek Jacobi, Performer of Hie Year; and Anne Fine, 
whose Tulip Touch i Puffin) won the children's fiction 
award. Hugh Laurie's Three Mm in a Baal won the 
award for abridged classic fiction and Liza Ross’s 
magnificent marathon Cone With the Wind (Olivers) 
the award for unabridged classic fiction. 7>urefc 
With My Aunt (BBO won abridged modern fiction. 
The Third Mem (MCI) best film adaptation. Duma - ' 
a dedication in seven ages (Naxos) won the poetry 
award and Carole Boyd's reading of The God qf 
Small Things (Isis’ won for unabridged modem 
fiction. David RmtouTs reading of CuBnden won non- 
fiction: Bernard Cribbinss Sophie is Seven (Cover to 
Cover) children's pre-school, and Victoria Wood’s 
Lire 1997 (Penguin) contemporary comedjy. The two 
top awards reflected the achievement of those who 
take up the challenge of writing far audio. Tbm 
Wolfe’s Ambush at Fbrt Bragg (BBC), read by Frank 
Muller was Tahoe of the "tear; and Alan Bennett won 
the award for outstanding achievement. The winning 
titles are available fay mail order (0171491 4ti7> from 
the Talking Book Shop. Wigmore Street London Wl. 
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Bestsellers 


Even the comb i ned sales of this week's top three fiction titles 
(and that inc lu des CarpeJvgvhcm, Terry Praicbetf s latest 
instalment in Us DiscworW chronicle, straight in at number 
one) can’t rival Delia's ever-increasiiigweekfy sales: 25£42 at 
the last connt and doubtless st3J rising. Meanwhile, Sebastian 


Fhulks’s appearance on prime-time TV describing his first, 
encounter with the chateau that forms the backdrop to 
Chariotte Gray has sent him five places op the fiction list. 
CompOedfrom the data supplied on sales over seven days 
ending 8 November 1998. © Bookwatch Ltd, 1898 


1 H 


2 ( 2 ) 
3 (8) 
k 

5 (6) 

6 ( 10 ) 


7 (7) 

8 (9) 

9 (1) 


10 (3) 


ULirrz 


Carpe Juguliun 


Amsterdam 
Charlotte Gra 


he Pa 


Rainbow Six 
Field of 13 


fhra Road 




Point of Origin 


Net Force 


ORIGINAL FICTION 

AUTHOR/PUBUSHER 

Terry Pratchett (Doubleday) 


lan McEwan 


Sebastian Faulks (Hutchinson 


Robert Jordan (Orbit 


Tom Clancy (M Joseph) 

Dick Francis (M Joseph) 


Maeve Binchy (Orion) 


Robert Harris (Hutchinson 


MEEKLY SALES 

16,439 


3.5 


3,010 


2,787 


2,766 


2,606 


PRICE 

£16.99 


£16.99 


Patricia D Cornwell (Little. Brown) 2.563 


Tom Clan 


msmm \ 


2,168 


£6.99 


£16.99 


£16.99 


£16.99 


£6.99 
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Delia’s How to Cook 


ORIGINAL NON-FICTION 

AUTHOR/PUBUSHER 

Delia Smith (BBC) 

Bill B - 




The Life of Birds David Attenb orough 

The Little Book of Calm Paul Wilson 


Are 


Little Book of Feng Shul Lillian Too 


Slater (Fourth Estate 


Richard Branson 


CoHinsWillow 


TheGggnor Lenny -McLean (Blake 


WEEKLY SALES 

25.542 
7 
7 
4 

3,953 


PRICE 

£1 6.99 


£9.99 


£1.99 


aLEfcl 


2,481 


£20 


£14.99 


INSPIRATIONS 


Hie music 

I love all music, but one piece I 
cannot do without is 
Beethoven’s piano sonata 
number 15, 'Hie Pastoral: for 
humo ur, whimsy, and delight 
raised to the level of deep 
emotion, especially when 
played by Alfred BrendeL I 
want the last movement at my 
funeral. 

The play 

A Midsummer Night's Drecsm. 
Pve directed schoolchildren 
and amateurs in it four times 
and I wouldn't mind doing it 
once a year for as long as I've 
got It is a celebration, a re- 
minder that Homo sapiens is 
not always bad news. 


JULIAN RATHBONE 
The place 

The Alpujarras south of 
Granada, with the almond 
blossom like frozen fountains 
of sea-spray or a few months 
later wLsn the orange trees 
are in bloom and the spring 
snow flashing on the Sierra 
Nevada. Or the Plaza Mayor 

in Ralamanoa 

The film 

Cinema has become a 
passion, but my taste re- 
mains hopelessly philistine. 
The Italian Job (directed by 
Peter Coflinson), Get Shorty 
(BarTySannenfeld}, and just 
now the smartened up re- 
releases of Grease (Randal 
Kleiser) and The Adventures 


qf Rabin Hood (William 
Keighley Michael Curtiz). 

The artwork 

No contest here, ever since I 
saw it in the Prado in the 
inid-Seventies, in a smallish 
room, unglazed with an open 

window by it - it has to be 
Vefezquez’s “Las Meninas” 
(The Maids of Honour cl 656). 
It has a little marble plaque 
beside it saying “The great- 
est work of art in the worfd.” 

Julian Radibone’s Trajecto- 
ries' is published by Victor 

GoBancz, £76.99. He is 

f^rrmSy writing the screen- 

Piay of The Last English 
Kirig 3 (Abacus £6.991 



Julian Rathbone 



new authors 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

all subjects considered . 
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THE INCREDIBLE BUTTON RADIO 


This amazing FM radio is smaller than a 50p coin. Made by 
Sinclair Research, the XI button radio fits snugly into your ear, 
sounds superb and is a steal at only £10 (mduding P&P). ft's 
powered by a tiny lithium battery which lasts for hours, and 
uses push-button autoscan touch-tuning for simple use. 
Perfect for when you're gardening, jogging, sitting on 
the train etc. or just lazing around this summer. 

Sard a cheque, made payable to: Shdair Research Ltd, 
to vector Sinclair Sendees Division, 

13 Denington Road. Weffing borough, NN8 2RL 
or cal! the credit card hotline (01933) Z79300 
quoting reference !N55on all orders. 
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Try the Sosrfhersaek for lasiaat relief 

kok ter i'9®; !?<?e bfiv^ore: OUT 922 1958 
07 write to IT Ctirictrga*: $t«n$, Sristol ESI 38S 


The BLACK SHEEP 

BREWERY 

(T\ 

Now Offers a Mail Order 
Brochure and Hamper Service 

Delivery ; n time for Christmas 
if ordered on or before 
Wednesday 1 6th December 
Please Telephone Marie 

01765 689227 


FOB THE PERSON W HO TH INKS 
THEY HAVE EVERYTHING 
JVnoinEy Hand Ccafied Boer 
Your nnique ncuage primed on 
iteUbcL 

No addiJirci or pmerwiire*. 

peaieUe free hopk 
ORDER NOW &r IWqv C3I 
WOW Boole* £8.95 
la preKsuuoo pack) 
liKTamereke«J6 
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We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 

See your Sofas and Chairs being made 
By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose your Sofa or Chair and Fabric. Leave the rest to ns. 
Made to Measure 

Mist choice of fabrics. All leading Brand names. Sandersons, MonkwdL 
Osborne and Little, Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 

Letting, Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 
Re-Up hoist ery 
Curtains and 
Divan Sets? 

Certainly! 


ijlllllllili 

urnmuri! 


We will beat ;»»> other price of a comparable (pialitv 


Can tiie FACTORY SHOP at Poetstyle Ltd. 
Unit 1 Bayford Street, Mare St* 
Hackney; London E8 3SE (Nr Well St.) 
Teh 0181 533 0915 2 lines Hus 0181 985 2953 


' WEATteWAINES for XMAS ? - 

I Craftsmen made in U.K. 

I All steel, Super Quality 
| 1 4 Sizes available 

SjateLajE ■ 300 designs approx 
i Prices from £29.99 

Brochure Webbs Ltd., Unit 5, Fen End Ind. Est, 
Fen End, Stotfold, Hit chin, Herts. SG5 4 BA 
Tel: 01462-734006 (24hrs) Fax; 01462-733445 

Detailed brochure available - 



We specialise in producing top-quafy namafiy scared 
beef from these Northern Isles. Following your Older 
yoar bed is prepared especially for you fronfznnio 
table. His can take atom 3 weeks to ensure maxkmjin 
Tenderness flavour. A i wf w of win of 

ff rch 9 XPB mjttdMd tnjmy Hnnr 

TASTE THE PERSONAL APPROACH 
For farther daails or free b roch ur e -TcL/Fac 01856 
761571 or write u> OdmeyVamg Beef LuT, 
Apphrown, KrrafaH. Okney, KW17 2FB 


JUST ONE OF MANY 
GORGEOUS GIFTS-. 

For Your FREE Catalogue Call 

01392 256578 



“Eveiy kitchen should have one.” 
Style Mag, Sunday Times 11.10.98 
Fantastic e at-a-glance’ ret of nat 
sources of vits, mins, etc. Colour 
graphics. W^pe clean finish. For 
everyone, induding veg's and vegans. 

Great Xmas present! £3.95 (p&p me) to: 
‘Stewart Distribution, Dept IN, 44 Park 
Crescent Tferrace, Brighton BN2 3HE 
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ORIGINAL IRISH 
GRANDFATHER SHIRT 
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The* Grondfother Shirt Co 

0»f! DCS-15 P.’rk. Fcr.-'-.h E'i6 3SV.' 

T.-n 01103 S23S17 ?u»: 01265 3230=7 


WeTl Deliver This Unique Christmas Gift 
To Friends & Family At No Extra Cost! 
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“What Dom Perignon is to Champagne and Romanoff is to 
caviar, the Collin Street Bakery is to Fruitcake” People Ma««a>eusA 


ifffffcv BRITISH 
WiiJJ SCHOOL 

tWooning 

CAVliwad 

aumw* rsghti cut imm 

lorChrittaat 

SPECIAL OFFER 

Free Pewter B^Soon 
iWwo boafanpav nw or oxnei 
FEghts around Loodoti, 
Home Counties &BzS> 

Ptner NCTV fc. four pfl oaucbm 

*01428 707307 


FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 19th century mahogany 
extending dining - . 

tables always WlU y***, fattytU 
in stock JfiMamtofaU. 

* 

Library and Cf4tt 63f54 f (63126 f 

writing furniture also o^ 6minitwaJ , 3M4 
usually available. 

We endeavour to find the table you require. 
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Elegant Glowing Glass 
Candies and Timeless 
Gifts for the UUlenniiun 
Freephone 0600 S52 6560 
Fax 07070 600760 
N only.. Limited, Gonraton. 
RnoaWrvmun. Pwlheti. 
Gviynedd LL53 8LF 
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There's no read quite like it 
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nm Erotic Review 


i-about. In 


is the &ste« -growing mamioe in Britain, and 
the most talkra -about. In uw bumper Christmas 
issue (out in November), you will find; Simon 
Ravens scandalous new story; an eudusive excerpt 
from Arnold Weskers new node novel; Bona 
Pht-Kcthlcy goes into brothels and Mkhad 
Bywater runs one; Naim Aullah writes on knick- 
as; Stephen Bayky puts Peter Manddson behind 
him and discusses the new taboos; Christina 
Odonc is stranded on the Island of Seduabn. 
Wittier than the Spectator, more erudite than Trt 
Economist, richer m country matins than Coarrry 
Life . It goes beyond the top shd£ And now its 
monthly. Subscribe now and receive the nett ten 
issues tor £20. For yourself, or a eifr for a friend, 
lover, husband or wife. Thais 20?o off the cover 
price. 20% less than you’d pay at WHSmith. 
if they’d sell it. 

Tn“w5TTO TAXE O UT A SUWOMFrioWTO TW "fiwST RKIW 
FOI ONETCM non THE NEXT (NOV1DEC) BSUC. 

8 To tubscrBw today cal FREE an 0800 026 25 24 
H Fix thb form on OI7M37 5528 
S PosttHs coqxxi (Dept HP). PO Box 2712. 

London WIA SAY {CANWs nEASQ 
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An International Christmas Gift since 1896 
Our internationally aedaimed gourmet fruitcake 
is die ideal Christmas gift. After 100 years we still 
make the fr u itc ake die old fashioned way. Each one 
is beautifully band decorated so this classic cake 
looks as detectable as it tastes. 

AFuU27%Rich, Crunchy Pecans 
Eveiy De Luxe is a full 27% new crap pecans, 
complemented by pure clover honey, ripe red 

pineapple from our own plantation) phis 
other fancy fans. 

Baked in Texas-Sent to the World 
The De Lane is not available in any shops. Each 
cake is baked to order, hand decorated, carefully 
packaged and shipped in our famous collectable 
cake tin directly to your door from Texas. 

Ergeyed by Royalty, Captains of 

Industry and Hollywood Stars 


Unconditional Guarantee of Conquete Satisfaction 
We guarantee die De Luxe to be the best fruitcake 
you or your friends have ever bought, baked or 
eaten or we will promptly replace or refund. 
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Price i ncludes dtSvcry 
Sizes from Texas 

j Regular {1 7/8 &s) £14.15 

1 Medium (2 7 h tt») £19.05 

S large (4 tit lbs) £29.00 

To ensure Orismas delivery to the UK from Texas, 
bQow 10 days. 

Collin Street Bakery, Dept 4296, Uuit B, 
Horton Trading Estate, Stairwell Road, Horton, 
Berkshire SU 9PF, 


Jigsaw Puzzles 

Iron YOW photos 

DELIVERED IN SEVEN WORKING 
DAYS IN AN ELEGANT GIFT BOX 
280pcs - 15x1 1"- £14.99 inc p&p 
120pcs - 15x1 1"- £13-99 inc p&p 
60pcs *15x11"- £12.99 inc p&p 
30pcs -1 lx8 H - £10.99 inc p&p 
TO ORDER SEND ANY SIZE 
PHOTOGRAPH (RETURNABLE) 
WITH PAYMENT TO US AT: 

ARTY-ZAN, Dept.(I4) 
Fairholme Farm, 14 Croydon Lane 
Banstead, Surrey SM7 3AN 

01737 379342 


FULL REFUND IF N0T<E3? SATISFIED 


CONDOMS 

54 .'!• i;r £&'£? KSt S£?,t * 


Order Now 
Ordering is easy and aSdrdable. 

Simply comp! ere the coupon opposite and mail to 
our UK address or telephone our UK order line. If 
you wish ik to ship to more than one address then 
please list the details of otfier reegriems on s 
separate sheet together with your message. 


PLANTA 

BLUEBELL WOOD 

VtmBand natty gnm>w±l 
flooer txdbe. pfarta and seeds. 
FfW rtwmatsn wikttower 

nmili|piff 

MKETHOfOC, BRANAS. 
LLANDOeRFEL. QWYHBJD 
LL237RF 
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Tftc Independent fats teamed up 
op witfi 

Drg o<" ts *>^ct to offer a speaat 


prize earn week until 5th 
December. 

To enter, simply find tfu jhv questions 
numbered one tojtve. fad&namongst tftc 
Cfiristmns Gift Guide advertisements. 
Once vou fiave found them, 
you mustfinif the anstvers which refer to 
advertisements on the page. 

Send yew answers, together uithvvmr name, 
orfHress and daytime tdephonr ruOTificr on a 
" pastamfto: 

Cfrrwtinus Gi.t GtricL' 

LVjrt., 17& FLwft 
TfeJ ImieperuLmi. 

One Canada S^tare. Canary Ufsorfi 
LimdUR U!4 5DL." 


For ajrw ergo»‘' cS ^ri.et 

Brochure, pfense aid on 0171 7292828 ^ 
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Secrets 
of an old 
farm 
kitchen 


A part from sundry 
mice, which must 
have thought the 
world was ending, no- 
body resented the up- 
heaval more keenly 
jasper and Rosie, our tabby 
cats. As I came downstairs at 
6.45am, I found Jasper sitting 
ostentatiously on a corner of my 
wife's desk, radiating disapproval. 
The position he bad taken up; his 
attitude; the very set of his whiskers; 
everything was telling me not only 
that the Aga bad gone out, but that 
his favourite perch on the working 
surface beside it, where he likes to 
bake hims elf for hours on end, had 
mysteriously vanished. 

As for Rosie, she was devastated 
to discover that her normal feeding- 
place, on a draining board beside the 
sink, had also disappeared Timid at 
the best of times, she lurked about 
outside giving piteous yowls, unable 
to face the possibility of coining in 
and being bounced by Jemima, our 
boisterous young black Labrador 
without the possibility of jumping on 
to the high shelf that normally guar- 
antees her safety. 

Hie cause of all this dismay was 
our decision to renovate the kitchen. 
I mentioned this project some time 
ago, when I discussed the rights and 
wrongs of throwing out the old 
flagstones that covered the floor. 
Well, by last weekend we were past 
worrying about niceties of cons 
ation, and in any case we had found 
a buyer in the village for any slabs 
that survived intact 
A water-diviner who once came 
to dowse for streams beneath our 
fields sat in the kitchen and, after 
consulting a pendulum, announced 
that the house had been built in 168L 
We had no evidence to contradict his 
estimate, and by the time we had 
wrenched out all the units, the room 
looked at least 300 years old. 

We have always known that our 
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kitchen was once the farmhouse’s 
dairy, used for cheese-making, and 
the effect of clearing it was to make 
the slope of its floor seem even more 
pronounced. 

Down this hill, in the old days, the 
farmer or his wife used to slosh buck- 
ets of water; and the fall of six inch- 
es from Aga to larder was one of the 
main reasons for our wanting to get 
things straightened out 

I awaited the lifting of the slabs 
with no mean excitement Because 
they had sunk into various com- 
fortable hollows, we always as- 
sumed that they had been laid 
directly on to earth, and now our 
theory was to be put to the test 
There was always the chance - re- 
mote, I had to agree- that some ear- 

.* inhabitant had buried the family 
tr?neu.-e beneath them. 

H.e stronger and more sinister 
possibility was *Hat we would find a 
stream flowing where we wanted to 
lay the concrete base for the new 
floor. Our neighbour 50 yards down 
the lull, has been persistently 
troubled by just such a subter- 
ranean watercourse, which appears 
to flow directly from us. 

Before the slabs could come up. 
the Aga had to go out-and until you 
have seen an Aga taken apart at the 



seams, you have not lived. I had cor- 
rectly imagined heavy iron castings, 
but not the tangle of innards or the 
mass of vermiculite insulation - 
glittery, featherweight chips - which 
poured oid like slippery popcorn and 
had to be carefully shovelled into 
sacks for reuse later: 

The first, ceremonial lift of a slab 
was performed by Matt, the work- 
experience lad helping our builder, 
who got the end of his jemmy down 
the side of it and prised it up. Be- 
neath it, as we expected, lay earth 
and day, both fairly dry, but we were 
amazed by the slab’s thickness - 


nearly 5in - and by its weight. One 
by one its neighbours came up, and 
we took them out in wheelbarrows 
to stack them in the yard. Thank 
heaven, no watercourse came to 
light, but, alas, also no treasure. 
Nevertheless the floor did harbour 
several curiosities. 

One was a mouse's nest of some 
antiquity, complete with hazelnut 
shells black with age. Another was 
live roots that had infiltrated 
through the south wall At first Z 
thought these must come from the 
fig tree growing against the house; 
but when we found roots invading 


from the north as wefl, I was forced 
to condude that the villain must be 
the big poplar on the front lawn. 

If this diagnosis is correct, its 
implications are simstez; for the 
tree stands at least 30 metres from 
the kitchen, and its roots must have 
extended right round both sides of 
the house before penetrating the 
walls, so that, like a giant squid, it 
has the building clutched in its 
tentaries 

When a pneumatic chisel and a 
Kango road hammer were brought 
into play to smash the old concrete 
base of the Aga, the noise in the 


empty room became shattering. In 
spite of the din. Jemima had to be 
forcibly restrained from assisting in 
the excavation. The cats predictably 
absented themselves, Seeing to the 
sanctuary of the hay bales. But 
come dusk, they sought to return to 
their usual haunts, only to find 
everything still in chaos. 

Their persistence reminded me 
of the time ^ we moved an ark-android 
in which our chickens spent the 
night from a field to the bottom of 
the garden-a distance of barely 100 
yards. The birds seemed quite un- 
able to appreciate that their house 


had shifted: so firmly hefted were 
they to their old territory that for 
night after night the}' went and 
camped on the bare hillside where 
the ark had stood, at the mercy of 
aqy passing fox, and as dark dosed 
in we had to carry them in to safety 
one by one. 

Now the cats are behaving in a 
similar fashion, and it is difficult to 
find a way of explaining to them that 
in two or three weeks’ time the 
stotos quo wiU be restored - with the 
important innovation that, for the 
first time in its history their playing- 
field will be leveL 


NATURE NOTES 


MOST GARDENERS must 
wish that moles would 
hibernate in winter. Yet 
they do no such thing, but 
cany on as usual throwing 
up heaps on the lawn. 

With five toes on each 
front foot and broad claws, 
they are powerful 
excavators, and dig 
themselves elaborate 
tunnel systems. Needing to 
eat their own weight in food 
every day they live on 
earthworms and insect 
larvae that fall into their 
runs. Although nearly blind 
- able only to distinguish 


between light and dark - 
they have an acute sense of 
smell and are sensitive to 
vibration, so that they 
cease digging if they hear 
footsteps approaching. 

In spite of their 
rotundity, they are capable 
of no mean acceleration 
when threatened 
underground, or surprised 
in the open. What makes 
them distasteful to 
predators is the strength of 
their scent; foxes often kill 
them with a single nip, but 
then leave the bodies lying 
uneaten on the ground. 


Moleskin waistcoats 
used to be fashionable in 
country districts. Rill-time 
catchers would travel 
round their beat on foot, 
skinning victims on the 
move as they walked from 
one set of traps to the next, 
and selling the pelts at 
sixpence apiece. 

Hence the creature’s 
nickname - the gentleman 
in black velvet - which: was 
coined by the Jacobites 
after William of Orange’s 
horse stumbled over a 
molehill and it killed him. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

FLOWERING ALMOND PRUNUS EASTER BONNET 
(COMET®) - ONLY £13.95 INCLUDING P&P 



HOW TO ORDER: l UK luudew Ootjl 
FDJ in Uk coupon quoting your 
MASTERCARD/VISA card number, 
or send urttii drape ur poMal onto. 
NO CASH, lo 1 - 

Tta Uepeadeat F*n*os Eadar Bacas! OOsc, 
TO Bar 64, Sad WM Oktrict OSes. 
KanckestelllSSHY 
Or Qfl tkcatOCT CARD ORDER 
HOTLINE ON: 0161 84* 1105 
IMPORTANT-P lease qanU TNG 899' 
when phoning in your order. 

NLweTGud/Vaa weteorae. W c deliver 
id address in the UK only. AJtow 2S 
days Tor delivery Sobjctt io avaitabOhy. 
1/jco are nm fully satisfied re mm 
within 7 days for a full reload. 


Ibis creafion. a cross between Prunus Tenefla and Prunus Glandulosa 
(Albo Plena) has produced the best dwarf flowering Almond known to man. 
Pink flowers are produced as densely as Forsyth la with every mfl&netre of 
stem smothered. Unlike other flowering Almonds, flowers are produced on 
first year branches. Flowers are heavily scented ami are excellent for cut 
flowers, after 2 years your shrub will have 30 to 40 stems and can be used 
for tins purpose. Half a dozen branches removed per year for the vase (wffl 
last two weeks) will stimulate even more new branches. Prunus Easter 
Bonnet only reaches a dense bushy 4 foot shrub and is ideal not only for 
the garden but for containers. As this plant originated in Eastern Europe it Is 
extremely hardy and suffers no disease. Supplied as a container grown plant. 
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Floodwaters bring hope of a 
revival in salmon stocks 

The wild waters that recently swept across Britain may have upset many people , but 
anglers on some of our top game-fishing rivers are not among them. By Daniel Butler 


A 1 though the human in- 
habitants of the Wtye and 
JL \j3evem valleys are still 
cursing last month's floods, 
the water is a welcome boost to 
wild salmon. The flood waters 
hide the fish from predators 
such as otters, while increased 
flows ease the way to the gravel 
beds in the shallower streams 
that act as fish nurseries. 

Even so, such natural boosts 
are not enough for the Environ- 
ment Agency. Backed by 
alarmed fishery owners, next 
week it introduces strict new 
by-laws to force fishermen to re- 
turn prized spring fish and use 
barbless hooks, and to ban 
worm and shrimp baits. 

Fbr now, however; as the 
autumn spawning migration 
gets under way, the salmon 
have to rely on the elements 
and, in spite of this October's 
heavy rain, fewer fish than eve- 
will make the journey. Catches 
on most rivers have declined 
dramatically over the past two 
decades. On the Vfye, for ex- 
ample, the annual spring rod 
catch has fallen from 4^00 in 
1967 to 730 in 1997. This year 
John HopkillS OH, rhairman of 
the Wye Salmon Fishery Own- 
ers Association, reckons that 
the final tally on what was once 
the premier salmon river in 
England and Wales is between 
600 and 700. 

Wbrse, even these stark fig- 
ures disguise another prob- 
lem. Salmon begin life as "parr" 
in gravel beds in upland 
streams. When about a year old. 
the fish - now called “smalts" 
- migrate to the sea to feed in 
rich areas off Greenland. When 
ready to breed, at about four 
years old, they return to the 
river where they hatched. 

The first and biggest enter 


freshwater in early spring and 
it is these fish that are prized 
by fly fishermen. Later in the 
summer the “grilse" return. 
These have just spent one win- 
ter at sea in shallower coastal 
waters, and are considerably 
smaller. Accordingly they are 
less prized by anglers, but 
more important have lower 
reproductive success. 

Unfortunately the proportion 
of grilse that fishermen have 
caught has been rising over re- 
cent years, reflecting their in- 
crease in the rivers. And 
scientific measures reinforce 
the worries of fishery owners. 
The Environment Agency has 
produced figures for the num- 
bers of eggs laid in each major 
salmon river and these are 
well below what would be hop- 
ed for in healthy water 

Fbryears falling stocks were 
blamed on poaching, but scien- 
tists dismiss this as relatively 
insignificant The most likely 
cause of the current crisis is 
probably dimatic. Ironically in 
this age of fears erf global warm- 
ing, scientists believe the prob- 
lems stem parity from a cooling 
of Britain's coastal waters as 
melting polar icecaps shift the 
Gulf Stream westwards. This 
results in poorer feeding for all 
marine life, but hits the preda- 
tory salmon particularly hard. 

“The overall pattern is one 
of salmon numbers going down 
across th 2 North Atlantic/* sgys 
GuyMawle, fisheries officer at 
the Environment Agency. “And 
we’re particularly concerned 
about the larger; sea-winter 
salmon, whose numbers have 
crashed,” he adds. 

Naturally, fishery owners 
are worried Along the Welsh 
border they have formed the 
Wye Foundation, which tries to 



Salmon are returning to once-polluted ‘industrial’ rivers Telegraph Colour Library 


improve breeding habitats by 
removing debris blocking 
smaller streams and cleaning 
up the gravel beds where the 
fish spawn. It also runs a re- 
stocking programme, based on 
live fish donated by anglers. 

These are moved to a hatch- 
ery where their eggs are re- 
moved and fertilised, and most 
of the resulting progeny are 
released. These go to suitable 
areas where natural stocks are 
low or non-existent A minority 
are kept back for a year, how- 
ever, and released as smolts 
realty to migrate straight to salt 
water But while such schemes 
may help stocks, everyone 
recognises that this alone will 
not solve the current crisis. 

Another partial answer is to 
reduce the number erffikh killed 
legally on the river by introduc- 
ing a policy whereby anglers 


return fish unharmed to com- 
plete their breeding cycle. This 
runs counter to angling trad- 
ition, however “Game fishing 
has always seen itself as akin 
to game shooting," explains 
Hopkinson. “To some people 
the idea of releasing a salmon 
that you’ve pitted your wits 
a gain st for hours, or even days, 
is like shooting at pheasants 
with blanks. Nevertheless, it is 
critical that anglers should sup- 
port catch-and-release; the only 
alternative is to close the 
fisheries completely” 

Next week the Environment 
Agency wifl introduce by-laws 
forcing fishermen to release 
salmon caught before 16 June. 
After that it is up to the indi- 
vidual as to whether they catch- 
and-release, but there may be 
local extensions and even total 
bans on killing salmon. 


Nevertheless, in s* 
general gloom on tr 
rivers, there are rays 
from unexpected quai 
proved water quality 
industrial rivers has i 
mon returning to haul 
doned 150 years ago. 

The 'tyne, for exz 
now among the best in 
while this summer i 
fisherman on the Don 
Yorkshire was amaze* 
a large salmon. 

Even on the Wye 

hope: “We’ve had two. 
good floods this year a 
a wonderfully wet si 
says Hopkinson. 

Meanwhile, anyone 
to see salmon teapinj 
try the weirs on the Tfo 
tral Cardiff, or the new 
on the Tees Estuary - 
tact their local WildM 
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Just why do men collect cacti? 

These great survivors have outrageous flowers and are very forgiving. Yet they have little appeal to women. By Anna Pavord 
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Mark Pedro de la Torre is a cactus-loving potter who specialises in making shallow containers designed specifically to enhance the visual impact of low-growing cacti 


stocks 


a “ y o men don’t buy 
^ m / cacti,'’ said the 
M /n / owner of our 
«/ m/ local garden 
V centre, with 
W w great certainty 
“Boys, any age from seven iq>. 
That’s where the market is. Wssell 
any amount of cacti, hutpeyec^tp 
women.” I tested the theory on a 
horticultural wizard at Reacting Ihn- 
versity. He agreed. Cacti were Ins 

first lore and be guess«I that at least 
two-thirds of his male students still 
collected them. 

Why? Well, they are forgiving, and 
accept neglect without sulking. Th^ 
stay where they are put They are 

cheap to run... no, those can’t be the 

real reasons. “Etrinkof their varie^R" 
exdaims Terry Hewitt, who keeps'at 

10,000 of tire tilings at his 
HoDy Gate Cactus Nursery in West 
Sussex. If you are thecoOeding type, 
there are enough curiosities here for 

100 lifetimes. 

Ttiey are weird because they are 
survivors. In inhospitable areas - 


desert, mostly - they are often the 
last plants left after all other vege- 
tation luw given up hyin g- Their 
spines provide awesome protection 
agmnfrtgriiring beasts. In high, dry 
places where days of extreme heat 
arefoBowgdjby freezing cold rights, 
they grow long, woofty wigs. The hair 
rnsnfoeft gje core of the plant and 
protects, it against extremes of 
temperature. . . 

. And, fike some very old married 
coupl e s, different species living in 
the same place start to lookEke each 
other; because they have all been 
buffeted by tee same env iron men- 
tal difficulties and have o ve rcome 
the same obstacles. So bow do you 
teH your cephalocereus from your 
espostoa, oryourcory phantha from 

yourgyrrmocalycinm? 

If you are me, yon do not I 
(shamefully) use the same blanket 
term, “cactus”, to cover e ve r ythi ng 
from the tall, angular pilar cacti of 
every cowboy Ghn yon ever saw; to 
unfriendly tittle pincushions that 
think they are working hard if they 


put on a millimetre in five years. It 
is a shocking admission. 

To know them, you have to grow 
them, says Mr Hewitt That is true 
of all plants, of course, but there is 
less excuse for not growing ca ct i. 


MARK PEDRO de la Tarre’s 
workshop is at The Courtyard, 
The Old Rectory Stoke Lacy. 
Herefordshire HR7 4HH (01432 
820500). From 4-6 December be 
will be at the Contemporary 
Crafts Run Queen Charlotte 
Hail, Farkshot Centre, 
Richmond, Surrey The fair is 
open from I0am-6w30pm (but 
doses at 5£0pm on tee last day). 
Admission £4. EEs pots are also 
available from the Collection 

Gallery Ledbury Conte mp orary 
Ceramics, 7 Marshall Street, 
London W1 and Booiton House, 
Bom-tenon the H31, Gloucs. 


since any windowsill could accom- 
modate at least 10 of *hpm Begin- 
ners’ plants indnde the haworthias, 
but you would never guess the kin- 
ship between the members of this 
particular family. Some, such asH 


Tsrty Hewitt’s nursery; Hefty 
Gate, is at Billinghnrst Road. 
AsMngton, West Sussex RH20 
3BA (01903 892930). Bis open 
dafty 9am-Spm- Send two first- 
class stamps for a catalogue. A 
wide range of cacti and 
succulents is also available from 
Southfield Nurseries, Bourne 
Road, Morton, Nr Bourne, lines 
FE1Q ORH (01778 570168). Open 
lOam-i&SOpm and L30pm-4pm 
daily, by appointment only 
November to January Send a 
first-class stamp for a catalogue. 

Fora comprehensive guide to 
the cactus farnfly that is 


attenuate, are Bbe gasping starfish; 
others (ff truncate) look tike neafty 
sawn-o£f stepping-stones. 

Or you could try stenocactns, 

irinrh eWBtMlffgOWSiBlPftUBWB 

little hedgehog about Sin across. But 


accessible and well iDnstrated, 
try The Complete Book of Cacti 
and Succulents by Tarry Hewitt 
(Doihng Kindersley; £15.99). 
Cacti and Succulents in Habitat 
by Ken Freston-Mafham 
(CasseO, G0.99) gives a riveting 
account of what these plants can 
do when unconfined by pots and 


The British Cactus and 
Succulent Society has more than 
100 branches- For more 
information the 

Secretary at 15 Brentwood 
Crescent, Ybrk, North Yorkshire 
YOl 5HU (01904 410512). 


then it flowers, and suddenly out of 
a tangle of spines that would be 
classed as dangerous weapons if 
they were mineral rather than vege- 
table, comes a neat, perfect posy of 
pink flowers. 

Hus flowering Is brilliantly 
schizophrenic, like a Heffs Angel 
seen powdering his nose. Reboutias 
(another beginners’ plant) do it too. 
They grow wild in dry mountainous 
areas from Argentina to Bolivia, and 
are wrf pincushions . They 

are rarely more than 3in in height, 
but in early spring they leap into 
improbable bloom with flowers of 
red, yellow and orange. Cactus flow- 
ers seem to have no neck or stem, 
but sit low among the spines, 
serenely outrageous. 

•Bie neatest flowers are those of 
the Tnftmmiiiaria^ which make a 
perfect coloured circle round the top 
of each globe, a crow n among 
thorns. This is another huge family 
good for beginners. In the wild, 
they are widely spread, growing in 
Mexico, Colombia, Guatemala and 


Andy Fbx 


Honduras, but they all flower pro- 
lificaDy, even when very young. The 
first crop comes in spring, and it is 
often followed by a second and third 
flowering later on. 

Many cacti are low-growing and 
so look their best in shallow con- 
tainers. Mark Pedro de la Ibrre is 
one of the few pottos in the country 
who make pots specifically with 
cacti in mind. He grows quite a few 
himself; displayed alongside showy 
succulents in the big bay window of 
his house in Herefordshire. Outside, 
sempervivums Bve happily in the 
same kind of pot They are low and 
heavy with curved, doughnut rims. 

The form is unusual and way kind 
to plants that are dumpy by nature. 
They are also strong botephysksafty 
(good red Staffordshire day that 
won’t flake or break in winter) and 
in the effect that they create. Gar- 
den centres have done cacti no 
favours by dressing them up in 
plastic sombreros and sunglasses. 
Mr de la Torre’s pots restore a 
cactus's pride. 
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CUTTINGS 

NEWS FROM THE GARDENER'S WORLD 




THE BRITISH Trust for 
Conservation Vblonteers 

CBTCV) provides 

opportunities for peop le 
nationwide to get involved 
in conservation work and 
learn skills from 
professional instructors. 
The minimum age for 
most projects is 16. There 
is a busy programme for 
volunteers in the London 
area, with chainsaw 
practice fined up for tee 
weekend of 28-29 
November (cost £15). 
“Brush up your chainsaw 


BTCVC Their programme is 

printed on non-chtorme- 

bleached recyded paper ■ 


How I wish they would 
turn their PC ndnds to 
ways of quietening the 

beastty (but necessary) 
chainsaw and its cousin, 

WO* in the London 

contact the traaun| Q^ 

Edward KeDow at 80 Yore - 
Way, London Nl 9AG 
(0171-8379137). 

AUTUMN IS the best time 

tosowawild-flower 

meadow says the aptiy 
named Charles Ftowej 

flowers on his Wfltshfr® 


many native flowers. 


S^updiflerentm^ 

suitable for particulw 

aadffioos.Hisday-fJ 1 . 


mix contains 


sejgiealand 


yellow rattle; the one for 
chalk soils includes black 
knapweed and wild carrot 
Wet soils are less easy to 
trumag e than chalk; but Mr 
flower has a mix for that, 
too, with betony, tufted 
vetch and meadowsweet 
among the ingredients. 
Mixed batches of seed cost 
£40 a kilo (£45 for the wet- 
soil mix). Sow at a rate of 
three grams a square 
metre. Phone 01672 879782 
for an informative plant 
list and order form. 

AT SIR John Soane's 
Museum in Lincoln’s Inn 
fields, London, is a major 
exhibition of drawings by . 
the landscape d e signer, 
pain ter and architect 
WOliain Kent, who died in 
the middle of the 18th 
century. He worked as an 
interior decorator at 

Kensington Palace, 
Chiswick House and 
Houghton Hafl before 
launching into his true 
metier of landscape 
design. “There is a new 
taste in gardening just 

arisen,” wrote Sir Thomas 

jfobinson to his fetherh^ 
law- the Earl of Carlisle, in 
1734, and explained the 

marvel of Kent's working 

“without either level or 
jine”, Claremont, in 
Surrey, and Stowe, 

ngbam shire, are 
parity his worfcThe 

exhibition, whichmarte 

^ 250th anniversary of 


until 19 December- The 

museum is open Ties-Sat 
QQam-5pm)- A dmi s s i o n £2. 


In search of the instant 
garden: start here 

Now you can buy tiny plants from seed companies. They travel by post, 
pot out quickly and they don’t cost the earth. By Ursula Buchan 


FROM THE outside, it may 
appear as though gardening 

were cosily insulated from the 
modern world, concerned as it 
is with eternal verities which 
transcend mere fashion. But 
that is not tire case. AH Jborti- 
enttural suppliers sSfe sens- 
tive to changes mfife^tyle and 
drcnmstance, and garden e rs 
have learnt to wekriottlheir 
products with open wallets. 

Fbr some years, flie larger 
mail-order seed suppEers have 
offered a range of young 


but also some rooted citings). 
Ev e ry y e ar tins range is given 
more prominence in their cat- 
alogues. Many gardeners, it 
seems, either are too timid or 
longer have timetp nurture 
seedlings, but have the money 
to pay someone else to do it 
This change has coincided 
with technological advances in 
plant breeding and rearing. 


Thong ‘pfeufttets’ are becoming more popular 


■ The seed companies have 
been careful in titor choice of 
plants, Apnq pEn g tnPanlHan- 
sord of Thompson & Morgan, 
his firm has concentrated on 
plants that look good when 
they arrive through the post, 
andteat perform rehabtyin tile 
garden. They have plumped 


gardener Into the calculation, 
however; must go the cost of 


and also the packaging of per- pariwnlariy for haffi-hartfy an- 


ishaUe goods. The seed firms 


i as busy lizzies (mi- 


can offer plants at a number of jxi&eus), winch are not always 
stages of their developmental .straightforward to germinate, 
tiny "plugs", which have b^- aggneedtobe started off early 
grown in modular tpays, as;^in lieyear -mid have tended 
larger “plugs?, ist .as varieties, such as 

read?” pM&Riiiaii&raiein that 

tins has meant the fkm of car- - are proven big sellers as seed, 
fagilryomgp j i rtswi fltoutfoe: -rlOh the face of it, seed looks 
need lor aheated greenhouse. for the cheaper option for tim 


trays or modules, individual 
pots and a heated propagator 
By contrast, you can buy 40 
plugs of Petunia ‘Prism Sun- 
shine FI' from Dobies 1 for £855. 
(Postage is free for orders over 
£83 There will be delivered in 
mid- to late April, so need wfty 
b& potted up once and put in a 
frost-free place, before being 

‘hardened off” and planted out 

in late May My calculation is 
that, Tnrindtng the cost of com- 
post and &4n pots, you could 
have a garden- worthy petunia 
for about 50p. 

Buying plantlets by mail 


order has its disadvantages. 
The range of choice available is 
still narrow and there are too 
maqy nasty colour mixtures of 
flower s for my taste, although 

thi/e tg hnprn v m fr 

Only Marxian’s and DT 
Brown's offer vegetables other 
than greenhonse ones, sudi 
as tomatoes and cucumbers. 
Only the Organic Gardening 
catalogue carries wild flowers 
and herbs. 

While the exact moment 
when seefe arrive b immater- 
ial, it can be crucial m the case 
of young plants, which haw to 
be dealt with almost immed- 
iately on arrival. So, if you are 
a kitchen- garden enthusiast 
who avoids flower colour mix- 
tures Os the plague and is 
a w a y from home to the spring, 
this is not the sohJtkafiryou. 
Fbr everyone else, however; it 
has distinct possibilities. 

Dobies (01801 618888), Buttons 
(0X803 6X46X4), The Organic 
Gardening Catalogue (01932 
253666) and MartitolTs (0X945 
583407), offer plugs in their 
catalogues. Unarin’s (0X945 
588522), D TBrounfs (0800 731 
1231), Mr FafhexgHTs (0X638 
752887) and Thompson* Mor- 
gan (01787 884121) send out 
separate catalogues 


ROUGH-DIG areas of the 
vegetable garden that you 
have cleared. Frost will 
then have a chance to get 
into the clods of earth and 
break them down. Spread 
compost or muck over the 
vegetable garden and start 
mulching round trees and 
shrubs with fresh collars 
of heavy organic matter. 

PLANT CLOVES Of garlic, 
choosing a snmq; well 
drained site with soil as 
light as you can make it 
Break a bead of garfic into 
separate doves and push 
them into the ground In 
the same way as you 
would shallots. Set them 
about tin apart I always 
try to get hold of EngUch- 


WEEKEND 

WORK 




grown garlic to use as 
sets. Different strains are 
selected for different 
dimates. Health food 
shops are a good source of 
supply. Cover the doves 
with netting to stop birds 
tweaking than out They 
wQI be ready to harvest by 
late July or earfy August 

TREE MALLOWS are not 
my thing, but if you have 
them, you should cut than 
down this month to about 
2ft high. If they are still 
flowering delay the 
cutting down until they 
have finished. They do not 
always survive the winter. 


anna Pavord 


If you forgot to take 
cuttings in September and 

there are still shoots on 
the bush, try taking a fCw 
now. Ybu need nodal 
cuttings, about 5in long, 
taken from shoots of semi- 
ripe wood. Make the cut 
through the sli gh t bulge 
where the leaves join the 
ston and pull off the 
bottom leaves before 
potting the cuttings up, 
each one in a separate 
small pot Keep them in a 
greenhouse or a frost-free 
garden frame. 

YOU CAN also take 
hardwood cuttings now 
from a wide range of 
shrubs such as foraythia, 
kerria, philaddphus and 
wdgda. For this you need 
cuttings about 9in long, 
taken from ripe wood. 
Choose growths that are 
pencil-thick. Remove soft 
growth at the top and any 
remaining leaves. Stick 
teem upright in the 
ground so that the bottom 
two-thirds of the cutting is 
underground. Hardwood 
cuttings root more slowly 
than softwood ones and 
may not be ready to shift 
until next autumn. 
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WORLDWIDE TAILORM ADE HOTELS CAR HIRE TRAVEL INSURANCE TOURS C R U 1 5 £ -_ 


CURRENT BEST BUYS ON THE WORLD'S FINEST AIRLINES 


INCLUDES AU 

ONI WAT mum 


owmur anueri 


om aenr anuBN 

PRE-MUD DIXES 

raoM 


ROM 


reoM 

MELBOURNE 

£306 £498 

NEW YOPJC 

£122 £180 

CARIBBEAN 

£207 £207 

PEPTH 

£306 £469 

BOSTON 

£135 £185 

MEXICO CITY 

£262 £322 

AUCMjWD 

£306 £504 

v^ashington 

£135 £185 

RIO 

£323 £410 

BANGKOK 

£218 E361 

CHICAGO 

£165 £180 

JO'BURG 

£212 £299 

HONG KONG 

£241 £317 

FLORIDA 

£155 £180 

CAPE TOWN 

£212 £347 

SINGAPOPE 

£228 £367 

LOS ANGELES 

£201 £201 

NAIROBI 

£181 £302 

BALI 

£273 £383 

SAN FRANCISCO £199 £199 

DUBAI 

£154 £239 

TOKYO 

£225 £427 

TORONTO 

£202 £244 

CAIRO 

£124 £193 

INDIA 

£218 £320 

VANCOUVER 

£277 £329 

AROUND THE WORLD £707 

| PLUS DISCOUNTED QUALITY ACCOMMODATION PER ROOM PER NIGHT FROM | 


TRAILFINDERS& 



PENANG 

RETURN FLIGHTS & 7 NIGHTS 
IN A FIRST CLASS BEACH HOTEL 
FROM ONLY £415* 


LO NO HAUL THAVIL: 0171-MH 

iONGHAUL TKAVEU 0m-W»aW 
FIRST * BUSINESS CLAW 0I71.WBM44 

THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 


*bos«I on hvin shore 


AUSTR.AUA £32 ■ USA £29 • AFRICA £39 • PACIFIC £46 • ASIA £20 
USA CAR HRE FROM £21 PS MY 

CALL NOW FOR OUR TAiLORMADE WORLDWIDE AND NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


TRAILFJNDERS DOES NOT IMPOSE CHARGES ON CREDIT CARDS 



FOR YOUR 
FREE COPY OF 
THE TRAILFINDER 
MAGAZINE CALL 
0171 93S 3366 
ANYTIME 


ATOI. 1458 IA1A ASIA A9T01 


:;.M :•■! -* • '■ ~ “ 1 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0131-M4 I2M 

WORLDWIDE TOAVEL: SlIT-mtOH 

WQIUHVIM TENVU: 0141.353 3234 
FIRST 4 BUSINESS CLASS: 0141-333 2400 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0101-834 W» 
FIRST A BUSINESS CLASS: 0141-839 3434 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0191-341 2345 


NO INSURANCE FEE FOR FULL PROTECTION AGAINST AIRUNE INSOLVENCY - CAA AF PBCVEl 


ALL OUR TRAVEL CENTRES ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


PALMA 
“£104 „ 


Fur derails of 1 our elv inclusive return flights 
from GATW1CK contact your travel agent 
or call AB Airlines FREE cm 

0800 45 88 111 

Shannon from £85 

(aka from Stansred or Binnmgham)' 

Nice from £119 
Beilin from £119 
Palma from £104 
Barcelona from £119 


PLATINUM 


* TRAVEL 


[4 \ 

Adventure travel a.nd flights at Affordable prices * 



wwwabMiie&cotn 



FIRST FOR VAUJE 



AC I S - 35 


CKPACKERS 


Essential Cover for the Worldwide Traveller 


Emergency Medical Expanses 
with 24-Hour Emergency Service 

• WoridwideThwal tad USA& Canada 

• Sports and Activities 

• WoriangHoWaysrdrnwuaisMoA 
■ Siring & Scuba Diving 

• Cycfing& Motor CydJng 

• Bungee Jumping &Ab8eSng 




Premiums 

1 Month £20 

2 Months £38 

3 Months £55 

4 Months £63 

5 Months £78 

6 Months £95 

9 Months £132 

10 Months £144 

12 Months £165 

LP Tj» «*tad-d — ■ T l —I 1 1 ■> 


The Travel Insurance Club 

tic 0800 316 35 60 

w w '.v . tra v o I i r. s u ra n : oc ! o 8 . i o . u k 


lovc.hui.OI 7I 957 5122 nmsuLwiic 6 elkoi*f. 01/1 957 2654 


52 EARLS COURT ROAD, KFNStNGTON, LONDON WB 6 Q 
OP m MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9 AM- 6 PM. SATURDAY 10 AM- 2 PM 


* STA T RAVE L * 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 



F L I G H T S 

DIRECT 


^ 2 ^ •/ c )) ; \ / / ; > \! x / ;/ 

Book by Sun 15 Nov 98 


Regional Add Ons available 

Travel 9/11/98 -24/3/99 
(excluding daps. TO/12/98 - 19 / 1 / 99 ] 


CAR HIRE • INSURANCE 
HOTELS - AUSTRALIAN VISAS 

0870 7500 140 

Mcrv-fn 9010-9)3111, Sol 10an-5. JOprri, 5un 10o»-4-30pm 

USE YOUR BRITISH AIRWAYS 
TOKENS TO BOOK 1/2 PRICE RIGHTS 
WITH US BY 17 NOV 


(Mum pnem mih otb*> oirimei m c te Sn g 
papad owpcri mm fianr 

Mefewnw E493 ftewVrri E144 

S^tP-w C33S Bewre Bit* 

Auckland C499 VLuh.ngn» 04* . 

Ha>j Klvij 8304 Clrfajo SI73 

Bangkok C340 Anp*tai £300* 

irgcfciii ntd Vscno Alf - 

jcKrvmbiirii ESS* Bin* 

Dube CU0 Cotkoi tS#T 

B*oU» 09* iUwvllUWMd CWM 

• m»wii C l Jen- Si W» 
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PVi*i on Ktarrc t-we*.' »U*. , r Cib«i rtmtad. 
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Balearics 


VINTAGE SPAIN UaJfcjrcan & 
Manotcan farmhouses wdh poob 
In unspaS areas. 1999Brochwes 
01954 281431 ATOL 2787 ATTO. 


Canaries 



EUROPE: 0171 361 6119, WORLDWIDE 0171 361 6120. 0161 834 0668 (Mandusfcr) 

ACCOMMODATION • CAR KBS • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 361 6160 
E*** Br A»«atflre*&WUir&anUUin&^aMa!aCHBa^U9rtl'«ka-ftD!Mipi&lfaatais 
aibrLmil«di>5DmmlU.6nta-Alta V Sl,0Ml-S9i6>7%Clita^ .«9M»rtPlre Km* 


STA Travel dt sot charge tar credit card bHlIngi. vMJlilraial.ca.ak 


STA TRAVEL 


BLUE SKY Canaries. Balearic*. 
Alganm, Ffarkin too! Superb 
selection of Apts, betels, votes, 
teas, pension s. value tar money. 
Nov 98/99 brack 01902 B4775S 
w«ibflje-sKv-vtBa*Coofc 
WALK FROM YDUR DOOR In Ipee- 
meuta scenery. sontfe Caatun m 
unapaK La Gonwa. sip 2 .'*. 
From E13Spw 01788 B227SL 


Corsica 


CORSICAN PLACES. WB spo- 
dalae m Corsica. Lovely villas 
i»tB> pods. ca Bafl M by the sag, 
medtaal vtfiage bouses, carefu&y 
sateaari hoMs. VWy frteiffly per- 
sonal s e n dee . ATOL 2647. ATTO 
Tel 01*24 4000481 Fax 480033. 

wtfm HWSKmt 


Eastern Europe 


PRAGUE, MBCNA. BUDAPEST R 
Slovakia. Control pena lo o s , 
twMs 4 apt*. Cachets (D1 708) 


Special Interest Holidays 


Prance 



PRAGUE 2-S star hotels Cl 4.154pp. 
Also Badspaw. Krakow. Berth 
end Munich. Agents for ATOL 
hoklare. AiAoptan 01543 2S7777 

PRAGUE Vienna, BwtepesL Cea- 
gal ap anments, pentan hows. 
AO help given. Td: 07000 782275 

A1 - PRAGUE. Budapest Istanbul. 
Vienna. Krakow A more. Hants & 
apartments from C17pp Inc nlr- 
pon transfers. Call Bridgewater . 
Travel 0161 707 8794. (24 tvs) 




SKI ITALIA 


ITALIAN SKIING AT ITS BEST 

Hotels. Apartments. Chalets. 

Car Hire. SU Passes. Lessons. 

SPECIAL OFFERS AVAILABLE NOW 

Children and Group Discounts 
Ail major and Oft-The-Beaten Thick Resorts Covered 

CALL THE ITALIAN CONNECTION (LONDON) 

Itel: 0171 486 6890 

Esalfc» tfIiii M w e« tlM JiKidgs <^ ^ 


Christmas Breaks 


Visit Santa -n 

Lapland 



y/tbeBaetsdtrtwam 

-Jrrunce 

FREE 1999 

colour brochure 

08700760760 

QUOTING FH065B 


r- 1 Traditional farmhouses, 

I rillas and apartments 
I m hairs pnnnt regions. 
HtEE |4tl mtUOIlJIIE IUK(a 
08700780 I86<]U0 Tehki 

j VACANZE IN nAUA 


student & 
youth travel 

v7ww.campustravel.co.uk 

49 Branches Nationwide 


CAMPUS 




FRENCH ALPS 

3 VALLEYS 

SKI WEEKENDS fr £99 

fr*. trampofVB+S accoawnodatton. 


Eo/w Brtn 

Amsterdam 

38 

73 

Athens 

SO 

154 

Bangkok 

220 

349 

Barcelona 

59 

59 

Budapest 

105 

154 

Copenhagen 

5T 

99 

Costa Rica 

181 

289 

Delhi 

210 

299 

Hong Kong 

223 

299 j 

Los Angeles 

182 

199 | 

Madrid 

56 

56 1 

Milan/Rome 

61 

61 j 

Nairobi 

185 


New Yorit 

109 

159 

Pans (ourasarl* 

41 

65* 

Prague 

76 

138 

Singapore 

257 

335 1 




AFRICA -fi 4 G A 
LATHU AMERICA 




' • iJv -XV /- . 
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Tel 0171 937 8855 Em8ilsales6kumub.co.uk Wetavww 
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Worldwide Europe N. America 

0171 730 3111 0171 730 3402 0171 730 2101 

Manchester Bristol Scotland 

0161 273 1721 0117 929 2494 0131 668 3303 

Shotticld Coventry Cambridge 

0114 275 2552 01203 225 777 01223 324 283 

USIT CAMPUS LTD ATOL 3839 


Overseas Travel 


INDIA • CHINA • HIMALAYAS 
CENTRAL & SOUTH EAST ASIA 

THAIS SIBERIAN RAILWAY 






Portugal 


"0 - • jG -L. WiDtiRA. 


SPAIN 


Tp»hni— I — rift*. 
4 Wonawa* m rerd awl 
S**. Maftirt ml Muk'id 



Poriugo'c Holidays 


UL BELLA TOGCANA Vaiy apoctat 
termhm s. vfflm 4 apti fat 4 

ground en c tenang mglavai Sa n VINTAGE PORTUGAL Country 
GfrnlgnanobB iwuuri Honmcea houmantth pools tnThaMtnho 
SMtw - 1999 broch. 0181 422 j costs Vania. 1099 Bruehwo 
9218 oynafl tabaflafrwearwStoLK *954 ATOL27B7 AITO 


VINTAGE SPAIN Country Houma 
wWi pools In unspoilt areas of 
Catalunya and A n dOkt Ctn . Nr 
coast 1999 Brochure. 01954 
281431 AITO ATOL 2787 ABTA 

CASAS CANTABRICAS HoMaw h 
boastful unspoffi N 4 W Spain & 
Portugal W 01223326721 AITO 



VTHE INDEPENDENT 


Fill your holiday cottage, 
villa or apartment vacancies. 



ADVENTUROUS 
JOURNEYS 


For brochures 
csl! 

0181 - 
742 3049 


it / F.ToW Pif.vigc, Lonricr 
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•Cultural Tours 
•Wildlife Safaris 
•Easy Hikes 
•W3dem ess Trips 
•River Journeys 
•Mountain Treks 
•Tribal Encounters 
•Sail a Seatreks 


worldwidefSS 
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Can now for our 126 
page colour brochure 

01252 760 100 


Over 200 original adventures to 96 countries from 
the UlCs leading adventure holiday specialist 
8 days to 6 weeks. From £335 to £2000 plus 
Explore Worldwide ON). Aldershot CUil 1LQ 
www.actforejQ.uk Fully Bonded ArTO'ATOL 2595 


SOUTH & CENTRAL AMERICA * USA 


AMERICA 

Escorte^iCroups 
& Bespoke Tours 

0181 747 8315 
Htefits-only 
0181 747 3108 

I LA Manchester 

0161 832 1441 


GERMANY . Dally taw com flights 
and hotel accom. Inc. Christmas 
markats Nov 26 - Doc 22. AD 
mafor CC. German Travel Gann 
0181 429 2900 ABTA 90885 ATOL 
2977 IATA. Open 7 days 


Greece 


THE INDEPENDENT recomm en d s 
Pure Crete. S/c village houses, 
spring Bowers, breathtaking 
■canary and empty bea ches . 
0181 1800879 AIM 2757 ATTO 
A QUALITY SEL EC TION ot t nde- 
pandent tfln. apartments and 
small hotels, located bi quieter 
areas ot Greece. Stoupa, Zakjnv 
thus, KMMonfa. Lefkas, Pants, 
paiga and Crate. For a 1099 
Brochure please caB 0171 233 
3233 Greek Options Ltd. ATOL 
4245 


BRITTANY SOUTH - Mine from 
beech, three acre gardens, 
superb group of Gbes. Tht 01924 


BRITTANY Exclusive cottages, 
(snnhauses. ifts Coreury Cat- 
tssesln Ftencw 08780 780 780 
QUOUng FHB04A 

GASCONY, SW FRANCE. CanfrM- 
aWe. lutty-eqiripped ISC tarm- 
housebi rollng Gera courtryMde. 
Sterme 2-4. Christmas and New 
Year euaCabie. (01225) 722488. 

CHEZ NOUS ■99- Save money - 
book dbectwWi over 3.000 pri- 
vota owners -Ml typos ot ate hoB- 
day property & BABe In Renos. 
Cad now tor free 3S6 page 
brochure 08700 730 730 

(NHG03A) 

SOUTH-WEST FRANCE Farm- 
houses wftti pools In Tam at 
Garonne 8 Le Beam. 01964 
261431 ATTO ABTA ATOL 2787 

CYCLING FOR SOFTIES In France. 
1999 brochure ready Boon. Ring: 
01 SI 248 5134. 
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Last year over a quarter of a million Independent and 
Independent On Sunday readers stayed on holiday in a 
rented villa, flat or cottage. 


For only £4.70 per line or £8.22 per line if both Saturday and 
Sunday are booked (Inc VAT), you can advertise your holiday home 
vacancies throughout theyear. Your advertisement wHJ appear in 
the Time Off section of The Independent on Saturday and/or the 
Trarel Supplement of the Independent On Sunday. 


Russia 


RUSSM/GEORGIAIUKRAINE Inde- 
pendent travel. C8y broaka eg 
Moscow from £399. Afr lares. 
Groups. INTERCHANGE 0181 
881 8812 ATOL 2429 



City Breaks 





aftsed itineraries, opere tickets 
ate. Mfflenntura opportunities. 
Phone the Parte experts lor 
brochure: Bffiftgton navel ( of 
Sownoaka) 01 732 480688. ABTA 


JORDON. EGYPT, ISRAEL, SYRIA. 
TaUamade Unarories. Call Dasa- 
ruflwinodSeaonOiai 4409900 
ABTA VO NS ATOL. 3651. 


NEI (UK) 


. . . fdf Dnbia atibflepal 

\u All types of hoMaysfbran sorts of people. 
PLUS 8 touts to the tebuloua destination of 
BORNEO. 

7Wfftac(W269 822385 

Ktilj suit mrwjidikjncrruiiLcm E-mail- lunibptncntaHaim 
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Ireland 


EDINBURGH 

***** at ***** 

FRINGE PRICES 

£300 FBI COUPLE buys 2 nights of weekend 
luxury in the heart of one of Europe's most 
beautiful capitals. Including fifll Scottish 
breakfast plus dinner with wine on one rtight 
in the hotel’s stylish Terrace Restaurant The 
offer’doses on 31st March 1999. So book now 
by dialling 0131 229 9131 quoting SURE V. 


•SUBJECT TO 
AVAILAMLirr 



TO BOOK YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 

Either call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2219 
Monday to Friday 10am - Spm. 
or e-mail us at mhuH@independenc.cauk 
or fax us on 0171 293 3154 
or complete and return the coupon below to: 

The Travel Team, Classified Advertising, 

The Independent, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London EM SDL 
and In dude your payment by cheque 
or AccessWlsa/Amex/Diners Card 

N.B. PRJWrt ADVERTISERS ONLY (TWO PROPERTIES OR LESS) 
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Insertion dates: 

Classifications. ’ 

l enclose a cheque for £ 

made payable to Newspaper Publishing Pic * 

or debit my Aocess/Vfaa/AmexflDjners account by £ 

Card No- Expiry date 

Your Details: 

Name ^ 

Addrbs 


Ta. No: Day. 

Signature 


— —Evening 


K Travel Advertising 
continues on page 23. 


For further details 

please call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2219 
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INDEPENDENT ADVICE FOR THE INDEPENDENT TRAVELLER: 

FROM THE ONLY NATIONAL NEWSPAPER TRAVEL SECTION THAT REFUSES FREE TRIPS 

The tale of two ghost towns 


Air travellers 
to Paris could 
find themselves 
landing in 
some unfamiliar 
places. By 
Natasha Edwards 


T hfi best airport in Paris 
is the oldest, Le Bour- 
get, just a few miles 
from the centre. Next, 
both chronologically 
and geographically, 
comes Orly, nine miles from Notre 
Dame, the official heart of Paris. 
Charles de Gaulle is a poor third, 
bom in 1976 and 14 miles out But 
from this week, British travellers trill 
be able to choose from two more; 
Cergy-Pontoise and Beauvais. 

Until the Channel Tunnel mwft 
along, the busiest international air 
route in the world was London 
to Paris Gt has since been overtaken 
by London to New York). On Mon- 
day, the route receives a boost with 
two flights a day, each way, on 
Debonair You fry from Luton (32 
miles from the En glish capital) to 
“Paris Express” airport, aka Cergy- 
Pontoise. The Official Airline Guide 
says it is “a mere 35 minutes from 
the city's heart”. 

Cergy-Pontoise is not your aver- 
age tourist destination. Cergy-Pon- 
toise, begun in 1965, is known for 
motorways and urban sprawl at the 
end of the RER line, but the old town 
of Pontoise was once the capital of 
the Vexin. That sounded promising 
and, thanks to the one-way system 
and complexity of the signposting, 
it is easy enough to find this historic 
remnant We fid - three times. 

Sitting on a steep bank overlook- 
ing the river Oise, a potentially pic- 
turesque clutter of ramparts, villas 
and steep narrow streets winds up 
the hill to the neglected-looking 
cathedral of St Maclou, Pontoise’s 
chief claim to a tourist sight It is 
worth a look, with sculpted portal, 
Gothicinteriorand a few carved Ro- 
manesque capitals in the nave left 
from an earlier church. Most inter- 
esting, though, is tire Baroque De- 
position in a chapel to the left of the 
main door, with eight life-size mar- 
ble figures in an alcove in the wall 
and, above it a painted wooden 
Resurrection and a parade of nuns. 

On a wet Saturday, however; you 
could take Pontoise for a ghost 
town. It did not bode well for flinch. 
Next to the cathedral on the Place 
du Petit-Martory, the tourist office 
was dosed Bade down at the bottom 
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A clutter of ramparts, villas and steep narrow streets winds op the hill to a neglected cathedral in Pontoise - a town that will soon be a destination for British air passengers Paul Cooper 


of the Mil we hoped we could find 
somewhere to eat along the quais 
and crossed the river into St-Ouen- 
I’Aumfine, another fragment of Oise 
villa g e, where Queen Blanche of 
CastUle founded the abbey of 
Maubisson in 1236. 

A friendly cafe at the end of the 
bridge yielded a satisfactory steak- 
frites and a ham and cheese salad 
and seemed to be where the few lo- 
cals alive congrega te of a Saturday. 
Pascale, hiding forth at the bar; was 
talking of emigrating - to Brittany. 
Could we blame him? 

We persevered in our sightseeing 
mission back to the top of Pontoise 
to the Musde Pissarro, the first 
floor of a suburiMovtodring red brick 
house an the site of the long-gone 
chateau constructed by Louis' VI the 
Eat in the 11th century. There is a 
pretty little Signac and a Luden 
Pissarro although only etchings by 
CamUte Pissarro himself, who lived 
in Pontoise in the 1870s. 


Apart from one elderly parish- 
ioner; we were the only visitors at 
Pontoise's second historic church, 
Notre Dame, with a much-altered in- 
terior; the Gothic tomb of local saint 
Gauthier; and a Renaissance parch. 
Tablets giving th anks to the Virgin 
reminded us that the miraculous 
statue in the chapel on the right of 
the entrance once drew pilgrims. 

As a tourist destination Pontoise 
aizport could find itself suffering a 

nmilar imiigp pmhlyn $(iH, 

it’s only 20 miles from Paris. “Glas- 
gow gains Its first non-stop link 
with Paris”, promises Ryanair. Its 
new service begins on Thursday. 
Glasgow's principal airport is Prest- 
wick, 32 miles from the city it pur- 
ports to serve. Travellers arrive 
even further from a city centre; 
“Paris TTDe” airport is outside Beau- 
vais, 50 miles north of Paris. 

Beauvais is in Picardy and there 
is already something of a feel of the 
north; low rise, lowlands and ajolly 


group of Bazbourriad hunters hack 
from a day’s shooting chatting at the 
bar where we stopped for coffee. Ws 
did not have much luck with the 
tourist office here, either although 
a notice on the door assured us that 



the closure was exceptioneUe. 

Stifl, the main sight is impossible 
to miss. The historic town was vir- 
tually flattened by Second Wbrid Whr 
bombing in 1940 but what has to be 
the strangest cathedral in France is 
a miraculous survivor; sticking up at 
the heart of Beauvais and dominat- 
ing the basin from afar It has the 
tafiest Gothic vault in the world and 
a spectacular crown of frying but- 
tresses. The feat entailed numerous 
construction problems, as first the 
choir had to be rebuilt and then the 
spire collapsed. The oave was never 
built at all and the church sudden- 
ly stops in a wall at the transept, 
which on|y serves to accentuate 
the impression ofverticality. 

On one side of the choir is a 
curious astrological dock made by 
the local watchmaker, Lurien- 
Auguste Verity in 1865-68. It is a 
I9tincentiny extravagance of turned 
wood, gilt, dials and automata of ex- 
traonfinary complexity (90,000 parts, 


65 automatons and 52 dials); a ship 
sails past Jersey, and figures on the 
top enact a scene from the Last 
Judgement Around the corner is a 
dock dating from the Nth century. 

Next to (he cathedral a medieval 
gateway with bulbous fortified tow- 
ers leads into the 16th-century 
bishop’s palace, now the Musee De- 
partemental de l’Oise, where we 
joined other international refugees 
from the rain to discover the diry's 
illustrious heritage: carved wood de- 
tails from destroyed half-timbered 
houses, stone sculptures, Nabis 
p ain tings, some fantastic Art Nou- 
veau furniture and several of the 
tapestries for which the town was 
famous, including the History of 
the Gauls cyde originally woven for 
the cathedral 

The tapestry industry reached its 
peak in the 18th century and then 
stopped altogether when the facto- 
ry was evacuated to Aubusson in 
1939, but in the past couple of years 


there has been a revival. The Man- 
ufacture Nationale de la Thpisserie 
has opened in a converted abattoir 
and, during the week, you can watch 
weavers make tapestries here. 

The Eglise St-Etienne is another 
survivor, more impressive flying 
buttresses, gargoyles, and a mixture 
of Gothic and Romanesque, al- 
though here what happened to the 
town is even more evident: the 
church stands on a traffic island. 

Eor all that though, it would be 
easy to come back to Beauvais for 
a lazy day or two. 

Debonair (0541 5 00 3001 will fly 
from Luton to “Paris Express” 
airport at Cergy-Pontoise firm 16 
November, and is promising a 
lowest flexible jure of £90 return. 
Ryanair (0541 569 569 > is to start 
flights from Prestwick, near 
Glasgow, to Arris Beauvais on 1 9 
November, minimum fare £70 
return phis £8 for the bus to Paris 


An eternity to reach the Eternal City 

Martin Scudamore flies with Go and wonders why, if all roads lead to Rome, it is so difficult to get there from Ciampino airport 
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ROME AND back for £100. That had 
to be goad. And the price has come 

down even more since we flew at the 
end of October Everything about the 


the check-in, the plane, toe leg 
room; all the usual standards 
seemed to apply. There was no 
“free" food, but we expected that 
and the sandwiches, snacks and 
drinks were reasonably priced 
Ciampino airport though - that 
was another matter. 

As we approached Rome's second 

airport, we were offered return 
coach tickets to Termini (the rail hub 
of toe city) for toe equivalent of £7 

each. We would then require a metro 


ticket to continue to our hoteL Ac- 
cording to the information in the in- 
flight ma gazine, a combined bus/ 
metro or a bus/train ticket for the 
entire journey would cost 2,700 lire, 
just£L So we declined the Go offer 
and headed for the baggage re- 
claim, where, we were informed we 
could buy the tickets. “No, not in 
here; there’s a machine outside,’’ in- 
formed the security man. 

The bus stop had on it helpfully 
“Bus to Roma". But the machine 
was impossible to understand, even 
in Pfri g tish mode, and toe cheapest 
ticket was 6JK)0 lire. So, on we went 
to the departures had where the 
news-stand was supposed to sell 


tickets. Yes, but they cost 2,000 lire, 
and were for toe bus only. 

We gathered from the timetable 
that we had just missed the 12J20 bus 
and the next was at 1.20pm. As that 
time approached we realised that 
some other people at the stop had 
bought the Go coach tickets. So what 
had happened to their coach? Wed 
they had never been told dearly 
where to find it: a German man 
famfliar with the aizport said that he 
had seen it lurking behind some 
buses in another bay bat now it had 
gone The passengers had no option 
but to catch the Mis with us, and to 
pay a ga m. 

After a few miles toe bus stopped 


at a station. No visible markings any- 
where. We disembarked and headed 
towards the tracks, only to discov- 
er that this was the train station, not 
the metro we wanted. The bus had 
departed, along with the helpful 
German, and we were left to guess 
which platform we needed. It was 
pure luck that the next train that 
came along took us into Termini, and 
that we were not asked to show any 
other tickets. 

Now we faced only a hot, un- 
pleasant walk underground to toe 
metro, and the opportunity to be 
robbed at toe second stop. 

Rome, the Eternal City? Seemed 
more like eternal damnation on our 


arrival So is it worth trying to save 
every last penny on fares? 

A taxi would have prevented our 
bang mugged, but would have cost 
as reported by Go, between El 8 and 
£27, according to the amount oflug- 
gage. In any case there was a cab 
strike all the time we were in Rome. 
When available, a taxi might be the 
better bet, as you have saved so 
much on your plane fare, although 
it does seem ridiculous topay £50 to 
get from Stansted to the edge of 
Rome and than half that again to 
reach the centre. 

Returning to Ciampino aizport at 
the end of your stay can be equally 
scary Out on the metro to Anagnina 


station at the end of Line A, buy a 
bus ticket from the ticket office, and 
the airport sign directs you up a 
short flight of steps to a vast con- 
course dotted with buses and notice- 
boards, with views over Rome’s 
hideous outer suburbs with their 
sprawling blocks of flats. 

The airport bus is waiting, but has 
no driver- and, more worryingly no 
one else there has any luggage. 
When we were there we thought we 
must be mistaken. Even when the 
driver arrived and we set off we 
were not confident At each junction 
we expected him to take the wrong 
turning and to head, inexorably, 
fra* Naples, or back to Rome. 


When we finally reached familiar 
ground at Ciampino station, the 
driver got out and switched off the 
engine. “Ae report?" we moaned. 
"Dotto". he appeared to say, and de- 
parted to smoke a cigarette with his 
friend the inspector. 

On returning to the bus he took 
an unlikely detour <the road was in 
many places so choked with appar- 
ently randomly parted cars that the 
bus could hardly pass) to drop off the 
inspector right at his house. 

If we had been up against a tight 
time deadline we would have been 
frantic by now. This does not seem 
to be a feasible link in a well-ordered 
international travel itinerary. 
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the best value, the world over. 


for more information see teletext page 232 • to book call Alitalia on 0171 602 7111 or contact your local travel agent 

flights are from heathrov, gatwick, stansted and London city airport, services from stan9ted to miLan and rome are operated in conjunction with KLHuk. 

all fares include pre-oaid taxes, restrictions and conditions may apply - ask for details. 
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22/TRAVEL EUROPE 


Climb 

aboard 
the real 
Euro star 


A sprint to Paris or Brussels pales in 


comparison. Take a proper train 


journey to Budapest on the original 


Orient Express. By Andrew Osborn 


T he First World War 
ended in a wagon-lit 
car number 2419, in 
which Marshal Foch, 
the French com- 
mander-in-chief, re- 
ceived the German surrender near 
Comptegne on 1 1 November 1918. It 
was an appropriate setting for the 
final act of the wan since in peace- 
time in the first half of the 20th cent- 
ury the company's t rains were the 
definitive way to travel. 

Even though the surviving Orient 
Express today ends at Budapest 
(and is nothing to do with the 
recent upstart luxury Venice-Sim- 
plon Orient Express), train 263 from 
Gare de l’Est in Paris carries a cargo 
of history on its journey east At its 
sumptuous peak, elegant navy-blue- 
and-gold carriages carrying the 
brass crest of the Compagnie Inter- 
nationale des Wagons- Li ts et des 
Grands Express Europeens con- 
cealed interiors and fittings straight 
from a Victorian manor-house. 

Waiters clad as butlers served 
first-rate food and wine to a clientele 
who expected nothing less. Crystal 
chandeliers illuminated luxury 
dining-cars in which the cutlery 
was silver, the napkins were linen 
and the upholstery was leather The 
artistry and detail of the wooden 
marquetry were exquisite; the solid 
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brass table lamps and the luggage-' 
racks were objects of beauty. Sleep- 
ing compartments were trarvertibte, 
with the table being folded away and 
the four armchairs pushed togrtfaer 
to form two beds at night. 

Perhaps Georges Nagelmackers, 
the Belgian who founded Wagons- 
Lits in 1876, was never destined to 
become a household name. This 
honour was reserved for the man 
who inspired him, the American 
George Mortimer Pullman. 

Pullman's genius bad been to 
introduce communal sleeping-cars 
to the US in the 1860s, providing a 
measure of comfort hitherto un- 
known on the railways. P ullman' s 
agreement with different American 
railway lines to ensure that pas- 
sengers were not obliged to change 
tr ains so often was equally ground- 
breaking. On a trip to America in 
1869 the young Belgian engineer was 
so inspired hy Pullman’s achieve- 
ments that w ithin a year he had es- 
tablished his first route from Ostend 
to Brindisi, in spite of the complic- 
ations caused by the outbreak of the 
Franco-Prussian War. 

Ry 1874 Nagelmackers, with a 
little help from his friends, had 
thwarted Pullman's European amb- 
itions and established a far-reaching 
network that was to ensure the suc- 
cess of the Cabled Orient Express 



Great survivor - the Orient Express steamed through the Fhm co-Prussian War and is still on track today 


well into the next century. In Feb- 
ruary 1883 Nagelmackers met rep- 
resentatives from eight different 
railway companies in Constantin- 
ople. at became Istanbul in 1923, fol- 
lowing the collapse of the Ottoman 
Empire.) From this conference the 
Express cTOrient was born, its name 
being anglicised in 1891 in recog- 
nition of its international status. 

On 4 October 1883, a disting- 
uished party set off from the Gare 
de lEst, Paris, and trundled in a sea 
of champagne through France, Ger- 
many and Austria. Initially the 
Orient Express was not a through 
train, for the Danube had to be 
crossed by ferry at Giurgiu in Rom- 
ania into Bulgaria. A rather less 
salubrious train awaited, rattling its 
way to Varna on the Black Sea, 
where the shaken passengers joined 


the good steamer Espero far an 18- 
hour voyage to Constantinople. 

In August 1888 the first through 
train from Paris arrived in Con- 
stantinople 67 hmirs and 35 mimites 
later. It was a dramatic reduction of 
14 hours in the journey time. 

Towards the end of the 19th cent- 
ury, Wagons -Lits acquired luxury 
hotels to look after wealthy pas- 
sengers in the style to which they 
were accustomed. The grandiose 
Bosporos Summer Palace Hotel in 
Constantinople, overlooking the 
Straits of Asia, was one of the com- 
pany’s more exotic undertakings. 
Among tiie royal passengers were 
the kings of Bulgaria and Hungary, 
who used the train to travel to 
Queen Victoria’s funeral in 1901. 
King Boris of Bulgaria was such a 
fan that he often exercised his royal 


right to drive the Orient Express as 
it passed through his country. 

The train ground to a halt when 
the First World War broke out in 
1914. The original route did not re- 
sume until 1931, in part because of 
German unwillingEiess to co-operate. 
After the signing of the Treaty of Ver 
sallies, however the Simplon-Orient 
Express, named after the Simplon 
Hmnel between Switzerland and 
Italy began in April 1919. Deliber- 
ately routed to avoid the politically 
unreliable Germany, Austria and 
Hungary it wait instead via Switzer- 
land and Italy and in this inter-war 
period became as legendary as the 
original Orient Express itself. 

Once again the outbreak of war 
in 1939 brought about the suspension 
of the service; the train, at least, was 
never to be the same again. With the 


fall of France in 1940, much Wagons- 
Lits rolling stock was sequestered 
by' the Germans. Stationary sleep- 
ing-cars became camouflaged 
makeshift barracks tor even broth- 
els) whilst dining-cars were often 
converted into restaurants. 

By the end of the war, Wagons- 
Lits had lost a staggering 845 car- 
riages. including perhaps their most 
famous diner, car number 2419. 
where Germany had surrendered at 
the conclusion of the First World War. 
Hitiez; always a lover of drama and 
symbolism, had the selfsame (fining- 
car dragged frran its museum in 1940 
to the very same place at Comptegne 
to receive the French surrender. The 
carriage was then hauled off to 
Berlin until 1945 when, feeing all-out 
defeat, it was blown sky high by an 
SS unit determined to avoidahum- 


Hvtton Getty 

iliating replay of 1918. Following 
the AUied victory, the Iron Curtain 
began to descend over eastern Eu- 
rope and after 1947 Wagons-Lits' 
contracts there were not renewed 
In arty case air travel was in tiic as- 
cendancy. for cheaper and quicker 
than the Orient Express. 

The origimUOriait Express canbe 
booked through Rail Europe (0990 
S4S 848) as part of a normal trip to 
Budapest A return from London 
costs £358 and takes 24 hours each 
way. The last trip of the year an the 
luxury Venice-Sim^on Orient Ex- 
press (0272-805 5100), from London 
Victoria to Venice ( via the Fbfke- 
storne-Raidogne SeaCat ). deports to- 
morrow. The service resumes in 
March.- the one-way fare (based on 
two sharing) is £1,130 





Special Offer 

Fares for travel until 1 7 December 98 

(2 weeks advance purchase required) 
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Single lures including airport lax. 



Hilary Morgan’s photo of the Anandaban Leprosy Hospital, Kathmandu, Nepal, was one of last year’s winners 

Win a photo commission 

... and a Canon EOS5 SLR. The Independent*, in ass ociation with 
‘Wanderlust* magazine, wants your best travel pictures 


CATCH THAT elusive photo- 
graphic moment, and our third 
competition could be lucky for 
you. Each Saturday, these 
travel pages cany thousands of 
words designed to inform and 


inspire the traveDec Wfe also use 
a few good images, and believe 
in giving amateur photo- 
graphers the chance to dazzle 
Fbr each of the past two 
years, The Independent has 


KTWttitfS 




The winning LotxoAM numbers Cor draw dace 12th November 1998 are: 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th ; 5th 


75% of aU proceeds from LotroAid go tSrcafy U fund AatonAltfi 
fight agdnst world poverty 

For details of haw co pla* please telephone d* helpdesk oce'DHCO 0972. 

- chafe* nc2N4f7 




Other destinations from London Luton 
Athens • Amsterdam • Barcelona • Belfast • Madrid * Nice • Palma de Mallorca ■ Scotland 


r Wo rief Cover Direct 

Annuo! Travel Insurance 

From 25 to 25,000 miles away 
from home, you’re covered. 


teamed up with the travel 
magazine Wanderlust to offer 
prizes of valuable camera 
equipment and something that 
money can’t buy: a photo- 
graphic commission from The 
Independent. Last year; the 
quality of the entries was out- 
standing; this year; the prizes 
are better than ever. We have 
brought in one of the best 
names in photography: Canon. 

If you have captured a 
strong image from somewhere 
in the world, it could qualify for 
one of the three competition 
categories: Urban Life, Rural 
Lifeand Wild Life. 

The top 30 shortlisted enlries 
wM be displayed at Destina- 
tions *99. the travel exhibition 
to be held at London Olympia 
from 18-21 February next year. 

Canon will present the over- 
all winner with an EOS5 SLR 

t W ? h * 2 ?'l 35lS,fins “ retailing at 
a total of £1.200 -whll* 


sack and Venttie photo -vest 
(total value £280). The Jnde- 
pendenf will offer the winner a 
UK-based photo commission. 

Hie two winners of the other 
categories will each receive an 
EOS ix with 24 -85mm leas 
(worth £600) plus a Bifflngham 
Photo Original Hadley bag. 
CRRP £87.50). Each of the three 
runners-up will win a Canon 
Sure Shot 60 Zoom Kit worth 
£90, and a Billingham Small 
Hadley camera bag (RRP £75). 

You cun enter at any time be- 
fore the end of this yean but 
take the first step now by send-^ 
mg in a sae for an application 
form, which includes the com- 
petition rules. 

The address is Wanderlust 
(Photo of the Year). PO Box 
1832, Windsor SL4 6YP. 
Alternatively you can complete 

the form in the fifth anniversary 
edition of the magazine, which 
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Messing about with books 

Historical Rochester, beloved of bibliophiles, has two claims to fame: the Medway and Charles Dickens. By Guy de la Bedoyere 


C 


(r. 


I f your idea of paradise is a 
an endless parade of sec- 
ond-band bookshops, 
junkshops and museums, 
all within easy walking dis- 
tance, then Rochester is 
the place for you. And unlike most 
of Britain’s other large towns with 
a past, it isn’t swarming with shop- 
pers and winter tourists. 

Rochester is a genuinely inter- 
esting place which retains much of 
its ancient feeL However I must con- 
fess to a mild personal interest 
here. My great-great-grandfather 
was Bishop of Rochester between 
1877 and 1890. As children, we were 
wheeled off m the late-Stxtfos to view 
his cathedral 

Once a walled, Roman city, old 
Rochester has barely expanded 
beyond its medieval boundaries - 
though it has merged seamlessly 
with Gillingham and Chatham. The 
centrepiece is the old High Street, 
now pedestrianised apart from 
access for deliveries. It’s a tumbling 
cascade of eclectic emporia, many 
of which milk the Dickens connec- 
tion for all it’s worth (he used to live 
nearby and many of bis greatest sto- 
ries use images from the area). 

The best place to begin a wander 
round town is at the free museum 
attached to the glorious 17th-oentuiy 
Guildhall, built in 1687. In here, 
you’ll find pieces that reflect pretty 
much all of Rochester^ history, 
including room interiors and the 
council chamber. The most inter- 
esting bit is the skillfully recreated 
prison hulk, using a small portion of 
deck and an array of mirrors. It's a 
reminder that this whole area was 
once a naval centre. 

In the 18th and 19th centuries, 
rat-infested, rotting and reeking 
wrecks, once great men- o'- war, 
were moored here to house pris- 
oners from wars and from London's 
crime-ridden streets. Some of the in- 
mates produced the most extraor- 
dinary models and artefacts made 
from bone while they waited for 
transportation to the colonies. The 
sheer horror and brutality is diffi- 
cult to imagine. It’s all a far cry from 
the Rochester of today, which is pos- 
itively fun -filled in comparison. 



Rochester today is a Ear cry from the town in the 18th and 19th centuries when rat-infested warships were moored here as prisons 


Just past the Guildhall is the 
fabulous Baggin’s Book Bazaar, 
which claims to be the largest sec- 
ond-hand bookshop in Britain (not 
an unusual claim, it has to be said, 
but this is big enough to be dose to 
the truth). The modest shop front be- 
lies its meandering corridors of low 
ceilings, strip lights and shabby 
shelves. The stock is phenomenal 
but, like a lot of Rochester's shops, 
slightly too pricey to allow u nlimi ted 
impulse buys. Content is mostly 
local history with travel and litera- 
ture upstairs at die back, and 
history, geography, science, biogra- 
phy and novels downstairs. 

There are plenty more book- 
shops, though none of them are any- 
thing like as big. Some of the other 
shops offer a strange mix of pot- 


pourri, dolls, cards, stripped-pine fur- 
niture and a liberal scattering of 
slightly chipped Victorian meat 
plates. In between them are ortfinary 
greengrocers and clothes shops. I 
prefer those which veer wildly be- 
tween junk and antiques and where 
a lTtfrcentuiy walnut armchair sits 
alongside a Fbrties Bakelite tele- 
phone and a pile of yellowing, Ian 
Fleming paperbacks. 

One shop of bygones is a vast 
chamber with a bizarre window dis- 
play of gas masks, chairs, battered 
dolls, brass fittings and day pipes. 

TrnaHp., rows of Firfwa rriian tahlpg and 

Victorian wardrobes are stacked 
with china, boxes, sui tcas e s, glass 
and a selection of fragments from a 
Dornier bomber which crashed 
nearby in the Second World War. 


But Rochester wasn’t founded to 
house antique and ephemera shops. 
It's here because of the Medway, a 
huge tributary of the Thames, and 
once home to Charles ITs fleet. In 
1667, the Dutch came up the Med- 
way, burned the fleet and made off 
with the flagshqi, the Royal Charles. 

At Rochester; the Romans 
founded a town called Durobrivae (a 
name which means “bridge-fort’’). 
For centuries, the High Street was 
Watfing Street, a great Roman high- 
way from Richborough in Kent to 
London. In medieval times, it was 
the main road between London and 
Canterbury. The route was busy 
with a throng of travellers and one 
Richard Watts Esquire saw to it that 
the poorer among them could get 
lodgings. Lookout for his house and 


its plaque which records that under 
his will, dated 22 August 1579, six 
travellers who could pay fourpence 
would be entitled to a a night’s 
“lodging entertainment". 

Long before, the Normans knew 
that Rochester's river crossing was 
very important so they built a colos- 
sal castle keep there, right over part 
of the Roman city walL It is now open 
to the public, a huge pile of ragstone 
and cement wth a vast internal void 
where wooden floors have rotted 
away. Climb to the top and from 
there you can look down on the 
diminutive Norman cathedral 

King John once laid siege here 
and, in an especially repulsive turn 
of events, used pig carcasses to 
speed things up. He had ahole dug 
under one of the corner towers and 


S LimftfBritamonView 


stuffed it with dead pigs. These 
were then set on fire and the resul- 
tant implosion caused the comer of 
the castle to subside. Ttoday, you can 
still see that one of the towers, later 
rebuilt, is quite different from the 
other ones. 

Another king came here, too, but 
nnlilcp. John he was sad and incom- 
petent In 1688, William and Mary 
were invited to England to take the 
throne from the Catholic James II. 
He fled and spent his last night here 
before he left England for ever on23 
December 1688. The house where he 
slept, appropriately called Abdication 
House, is now where the Lloyds 
Rank is located on the High Street 

There are plenty of more inter- 
esting buildings. Sir Cloudslqy Shov- 
efl (1650-1707) was a city worthy CMP 


between 1698 and 1707). He rose to 
be admiral and commander-in-chief 
of thefleetin 1705, early in the reign 

of Queen Anne. Unfortunately, short- 
comings in navigation skills of the 
age, which confounded an accurate 
calculation of longitude, contributed 
to his being shipwrecked on the Sal- 
ly Isles just after be had defeated the 
French fleet The legend has it that 

a local woman found him washed up 

on shore and killed him for his ring. 
There’s a marvellous feqade in the 
High street replete with teetering 
clock and plaque erected at Sir 
Cloudsley’s "sole charge and 
expense” in 1706. 

But if any one person has really 
captured the ima gina tion of the 
good burghers of Rochester, it's 
Charles Dickens. This is unequivo- 
cally his town and that of his cre- 
ations: Magwitch, Copperfield, and 
scores of other names that seem 
ludicrous if you think about them for 
long enough. He Lived nearby at 
Gads HOI Place, a house later owned 
by the rather different creative fig- 
ures of Rod Hull and Emu. 

Every one of the Rochester book- 
shops has a Dickens section. The 
Dickens Centre itself is in a vast 
16 th-century brick and half-tim- 
bered pile called Eastgate House, at 
the east end of the High Street It fea- 
tures various talking heads and 
vignettes from the books in a tour 
of the great man's works. Not only 
that, but the house itself was fea- 
tured by Dickens in Pickwick 
Papers as Westgate House and in 
the garden is a chalet that was 
used by the great man while he 
wrote The Mystery of Edwin Drood 
just before he died With its dinky old 
shops and cobbled streets, perhaps 
even David Copperfield would still 
recognise Rochester 

The Dickens Centre is open daily 
from 10am, last admission 4.45pm: 
adults £3. 50, children £2.50, family 
( two adults, two children. £9.5 01. 
Rochester Castle (English Her- 
itage) is open dady, I0am-4pm (last 
admission, 3.30pm); adults £2.50. 
children £250. The Guildhall mu- 
seum is open daily, 1 0am -5. 30pm 
(last admission, 5pm); free 
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MUCH IN the travel 
industry is faintly 
ridiculous, which makes it 
such fun to work in. The 
coming week will see 
madness erupt in Earls 
Court, in west London, 
when the annual World 
Travel Market takes place. 

Among the 
imponderables at this 
year’s frenzy of 
multinational networking: 
how the Gulf island state of 
Qatar; a new exhibitor; 
proposes to sell itself to the 
travelling public (“It’s realty 
not all that bad” is as 
enthusiastic as Lonely 
Planet gets). It will also be 
interesting to learn how the 
Chilean tourist board will 
counter the current Foreign 
Office advice that travellers 
should avoid the country 
“unless on essential 
business". But most 
importantly, I want to hear 
what Slobodan Cerovic will 
be saying to promote his 
cause as Minister of 
Tourism for Serbia. 

Many of us have happy 
memories of visiting the 
republic before the 
collapse of Yugoslavia. Mr 
Cerovic is leading a 
delegation of senior 
tourism figures seeking to 
reawaken our interest in 
Serbia - “despite the 
problems affecting UK 
tourism this year due to 
the crisis in Kosovo", 
according to the press 



SIMON CALDER 

How will Slobodan 
Cerovic promote his 
cause as Minister of 
Tourism for Serbia? 


release put out fly the PR 
company that has been 
hired for the event 
I look forward to asking 
Mr Cerovic and his 
colleagues if it is 
appropriate to promote 
tourism in a country which, 
even by the normally 
unchaUenging standards of 
international diplomacy, is 
a pariah because of its 
actions against its 
neighbours and minorities. 

THE OTHER big travel 
event on Monday is the 
flattening of the lumpy 
travel -agency playing field. 
For years, many travel 
agents' windows have been 
filled with posters offering 
discounts of 10 per cent or 


more on holidays. From 
next week, all that could 
change. The Government 
has ordered travel agents 
to end the practice of tying 
discounts to the purchase 
of overpriced insurance. 

Hie Department of 
ITade and Industry 
promised cheaper holidays 
as a result of this new rule. 
For the average package, 
that is unlikely to happen; 
most customers mil end 
up paying the same for the 
holiday-plus-insurance 
package. The big travel 
agents are planning to give 
insurance away with 
holidays, instead of offering 
a big discount. 

Hie benefit for consum- 
ers is that thqy will be able 
to compare prices without 
having to take convoluted 
insurance calculations into 
consideration. 

Those who are likely to 
be worse off are the same 
group who found the 
“discount only with 
insurance” position so 
irritating: holders of 
annual policies. Before, 
they had to get double 
insurance cover in order to 
get a discount; now, they 
will likely be offered free 
insurance even if thqy 
don't want it There is 
plenty of room for an agent 
who is prepared to offer a 
straight discount with no 
strings attached and no 
unwanted add-ons. 


WE MAY also get to benefit 
from less comprehensive 
travel insurance policies. 
Less cover, not more, can 
be a blessing for travellers 
who are not inclined to 
make fraudulent claims. 
Some industry estimates 
suggest that six of every 10 
claims for lost or stolen 
possessions are bogus G 
was appalled to meet a 
traveller on the road who 
proudly told me that his 
rucksack had "been ‘stolen’ 
three times so far”). 

In the absence of a box 
on policy application forms 
saying “Do you intend to 
make any fraudulent 
claims? Tick yes or no", all 
we can do is opt out of that 
part of the insurance policy 
altogether; there is a 
cogent argument that the 
real value of travel 
insurance resides solely 
with emergency medical 
treatment and repatriation 
costs. So which brave 
broker or travel agent will 
sell me (or give away) such 
a no-frills policy? 

NEXT TIME you fly from 
Heathrow Terminal Four; 
look for a sign opposite 
check-in desk 54. “British 
Airways Recovery Unit” it 
says, beside a kind of 
sentry box. Is it for 
passengers who have 
drunk too much oris it 
something to do with the 
next economic downturn? 


Winter Sunshine in the Land of Wonders 


Costa Rica’s Glorious Pacific Coast 

including 6 nights at the sophisticated, European managed, all-inclusive Playa Tambor 


\Veareofferingawondcrfiil opportunity dmwinler 
and at a very moderate tariff to visit one nf the most 
unspoilt countries in the world - home to a variety of 
flora and fauna, and whose physical beauty has few 
parallels anywhere. This arrangement allows a restful 
stay on the magnificent Pacific coait with its glorious 
beaches with the option of visits to some of the most 
importantnadonai parks. 

The programme commences withaBnbsn Airways 
DC-10 direct flight from Catwick to San lose for an 
overnight stay at the San Jose Palacio. before transfer- 
ring to the Pacific coast. For our 6-night stay we have 
arranged accommodation at the sophisticated. Euro- 
pean managed 5-star Playa Tambor Hotel situated on 
its own glorious beach and ideal for a relaxing stay or 
as a base from which to explore the national parks. 

Since the demand for the few available places is 
anticipated to be high, it is essential that telephone 
reservations are made to avoid disappointment. 

the playa tambor hotel 

ThePlava Tambor located in one of the most beau- 
tiful anasof Costa Rica with endless, unspoilt beaches 
along the ParificOcean. lies within its own natural park 
with a variety of flora and fauna. The 402 rooms are all 


7 nights from £695 
FULLYINCLUSIVE 



rangement all meals, free national brand drinks, en- 
tertainment. mostwatersports. tennis and much more. 

DEPARTURE DATE & PRICES 

1 WMW Tuesdays ■ per person in j twin room 

Nov 17.24 £695 - Dec 1 . 8X695 
Jan 19, 26 £695 - Feb2.9. 23 £695 
Mar 2.9. 16,23X695 - April 6. 13,20,27£695 
Single room supplement^ 10 
Extra Week£295 (twin), £505 (single) 

Air transfer (one way) £50 

rih» fnrlnito» : return air liawl. transfers.? nights' areoiTWtodahon an 
full KonLlMibparturctaiLNM tad odnfc travel insurance. ufSttsee- 
ing, oucreeuaij rporttu. twin*. All prim ut raided to dnmfe. Our 
cwTHUUnidiljonsm Booking ion wjutstj shall apply to all bootangj. 

0171-6161000 




air-conditioned with private facilities 
while public amenities include restau- 
rants. bars.swimmingpool andcasino. 
The hotel offers an all-inclusive ar- 


VOYAGESJULESVERME 
21 Dorset Square, London NW1 603 

Travel PromolKnsUd ABTAVIMI ATDL883B 
OurafflceareoprrMoni»mFrtdwfmm9iiiitD8i)n»ilatuMken<h Tor 
telephone iqtwaMia from ton tnSpm.ForpcncntivBlIormMf office 
hour? are ton lo5pon«tdab]n only. 
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Self Catering UK 


WELCOME COTTAGE HOLIDAYS 
1 990 rufl colour brochure for tha 
boat ataadtan of mN> calving goo 
tags* across tha UK. PHONE 
NOW 01 756 702200 


Dorset 


IDYLLIC tain coBagas, Xmas lam- 
By vacancies 1H 01256 680658 
tou c h 

BOURNEMOUTH. QuM Country 
ha* style lux apart* in auperfa 
town centre toe. No cW Mrwi. 
Open al yc 012Q2 298775. 


Devon & Cornwall 


L %igtishf§ountry 


Ad ufi&lvjlled ri Mfef (hroogtimiL 
Cornwall. Free -M4 
poqpc colour bfodiiE 



@nglish Country \ 
fffottages 


iW) Muby -ti,l 

A bcflUa ttunnl U I 



Sapab hoBdiy amagas 
InTheYaikcNnDatesS Moon. 
■MImUi, CnbrU, 1 lM toak 
Ohtfta. North trelcs asd SfcropiMn 

01244 345700 


Christmas Breaks 


FAMILY HOME rural 
Dorset, Wlic hampton. alps 8 , 
open Ike. Iga Bdn. Avail Xmas. 
012S&8407B9. 

WELSH BORDER FARMHOUSE . 
Sip- 6 +. Log Burnet Dbhwnhar 
etc. Abe N/yest 01568 750306. 
CHOICE OF CHRISTMAS & New 
Year Breaks nadonwkle. UuM- 
actMty Woking. Bridge. Painting. 
Acom ActMUea. 0143Z 8300B3 


PENZANCE: QuaL ape In Georgian 
hotoe. Shape 4. 01738 388 003 

A nw SELECTION of Cottages on 
both coasts ot Cornwall and on 
Sc my. 1999 Brochure Cornish 
TVadHtonaf Cottages. (01208) 
821888. 7 day personal service 
9 sm- 9 pm. 

FOWEY/POLRUAN Charming 
waterside cottages. Superb 
views. Central healing. Xmaa/NY 
vacs. Pets welcome. 01579 
344887. 

ST IVES. Sowena House. Sip 
51fLAvallabbl Xmaa/H.Yr. Superb 
location. Town centra, Thu, 
Coastal path, Beaches. 01738 
797748. 

DEVON SpacMIsta. Choose from 
over 320 cottages 08780 725 72S 
(CHV106) 

UOVEUr PROPERTIES Coast* and 
rural Tel 0T548 560964 

wwKderanconnaettaiuxMik 


Norfolk 


* The ***** 

I BLAKENEY HOTEL 

MlAKFNfT, SOU H>LK 
O w lfl A Int True 

Hartair. irakuaul prnud, 
wwl fnendh Hit 60 
bedroom. ted indw potL rfu 
bub. UMI. aunt gun 1 
I bAant-gaon ram. Rrtu. ul 
KA.tenhouli.cO, ftA.nfinrr 
■beNcffcA 5 mak.ndbp*. 
louamradr truri 


■ Special MUecc* ram 
fmSnmOtmt 
*4, 11/7 Day Efathtm 
far a brochure telci " 

01263 7407S 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey/ 
Hants. Lux boats. (012S6) 
703891. 



Jon't for 
to mention* 
[The Independent'^ 
. when replying 
i adverts 


SMETTOHAM Secluded Coach 
House. Sleeps *. No peta/amok- 
en Brochure 01485 512687 


To advertise 
in this section 
please call the 
[Travel Team 
on 

0171 293 
2219 
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For Elegance, Comfort 
and Friendliness 


Ambasadoir House 

10 minutes City Centre 

From £20 per night 

* Wonderful Hospitality beyond comparison ' 
K. Hassan Malays 

AmOttsadOiR House 
3G KcnHuKiKch SquaRC 
RarhgaK 

Tel: M-97 9332 Rajc W7 9332 


ABERDEEN LODGE 

AA “5QQQQQ". RAC “Highly Acclaimed" 

53/55 Park Avenue, Ailesbury Road. 

Ballsbridge, Dublin 4 
Luxurious 4* Edwardian property 
in Embassy district of Dublin. 

,411 one expects of a private hotel 
Corporate and Leisure rate from STG £36.50 

Tel: 01 28 38 155 Fax: 01 28 37 877 

E-mail: aberdeem&'iol.ie 


Trinity Lodge 

Surrender To The Luxury & OFTriaity Lodge 
Thw Festive Season! 

Surrounded By Shops & Every Conceivable 
Entertainment 

Trinity Lodge Is A Walk To Everything Haven Amidst 
The Buttle Of The Christmas Atmosphere I 

Rotes from [R£45pp include aD taxes Be Full Irish 
Breakfast. All rooms en-xuite. 

12 South Frederick Street, Dublin. 2. 

Tel + 353 1 679 50+4. Fox + 353 1 679 5223 
E-mail: triuitylodgc@ 1 met 




A Romantic Break in DnUin’s Fair City 

Stay at the Luxurious 
Fitz william FWk 

5 FitzwiUiam Square. Dublin 2. Ireland 

£89 pants 

Red and Breakfast per person 
nkiiring 2 nts inclusive 
For ResiBroeh call now 

00 353 1 602 8280 

Georgian Style in Comfort 


35 
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SHAMROCK Cottages. 2B8 select 
Individual cottages m superb 
locations. Disc Fares. AtTO. Cal 
Bro 01823 6810)30 

HOLIDAY bi a restored Georgian 
House m Temple Bar. Dublin The 
Irish Landmark Trust. Phono: 
00353 16704733. lax: 00353 
16704887. e-mnll- 

bndmarkiehoue 

STEAL AWAY AND HIDE from the 
imrid. Cashel House Hotel. Con- 
nemara, Co. Galway. Tel: 
<0035396) 31001 . Fax 31007. 

IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS 1999 
brochure out now. Choose from 
over 200 deOghtful cottages. Also 
touring, boating and home drawn 
caravans. For your Iree brochure 
CBl 01902 560688 (24 hr?) 

REMOTE COTTAGE TO LET . 
Kerry, picturesque vfltage. beauti- 
ful coasUna. 16 acres Ot country- 
side naming to the coaaLSfeeps 
2 (4 max). 0101 892 7B 77. 


Isle of Wight 


NOVEMBER SPECIAL 

3 nights from £79 

Bed, breakfast & evening meal 
LoigrKafnjN Imni mtatoauML 
nktjcjr I»j<4. PCU.VL viuna. 

• FREE CAR FERRY * 
Sandringham Hotel 
Seaborn. Sandrwn, Nc nf Wight 
T>t 01<HD W6655 

Christmas Special 
3 nights 27*-30* Dec £99 


The Peak District 


PEAK DISTRICT Specialist,. 
Choose I ram over 210 cottages 
08700 725 725 (CH PI 06) 


Pembrokeshire 


15% OFF XMAS . Newport. Ponte. 
Architect's cosy con. 2 - 8 . 18c 
house 8-12. Stunning coast 
views. Breaks E75 brach 01239 
820077 


Scotland 


Wountry pottages* 

in Scotland 


i>f r*=L 4 ku*f, fimru 

~ gar. cwaecii 

teralw 
hrrvtuirr 

. °*to see u*j 

“ Q«wc. S4ID3 (24 !») 


WONDERFUL SCOTTISH COT- 
TAGES 1999 colour brochure. 
Phona nowl! 01768 700013 


Wales 


BRECON BEACONS. Short brake 
avalable In over 200 vc conana* 
aome sloop up lo 30. Phono now 
01874 876446. 

IDYUJC ft WALES CotUgas.!999 

SSJST 

PEMBROKESHIRE. Award winning 
selection o) quality, sensibly 
pncod collages 01039 B 81297 
Coast A Country Cottages 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


How 7 day 
addweek A la Carte break esc 
01904 42S1 58. 

«"»■« D«£8. Moors A 
Over 200 Vc cons 
Brochure (01756) 700B72. 
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from 


ifc «£'-•>'£■? 


Miami 

inc. 7nts. hotel 

£309 





New York 

from £192 ri 


from 


San Fian 

”£290 


World beating offers on flights and packages. Plus seatback TV's in Economy. Call 01293 440 330 or your travel agent for full details. 
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Vancouver 
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Set between the Pacific Ocean and 
Canada's Coastal Mountains. Vancouver 
will charm you with Its clean air and 
mild climate - then amaze you with 
law- dropping vistas wherever you look. 

Whatever the season there's so much 
to enjoy, from the vast choice of fresh- 
air activities to the scintillating array of 
top-class theatres, restaurants, shops and 
nightclubs. And with both Victoria and 
Whistler within easy reach, Vancouver 
makes a fine holiday base too. 

What's maze, you'll also find Canadian 
Pacific Hotels' 

special blend of ^ 

affordable luxury A ' 52 C A fl A u ?< 
In Vancouver. So 
treat yourself to a 
visit - you won't 
believe your eyes. 


/nights at Canadian Pacific's 
Waterfront Centre Hotel, 
Vancouver. 

°^f!76S*FP 

between Isrt November and 
Ilth December 199ft. 
nights to/from Heathrow 
with Air Canada, 
car hire and foil day trip 
toVlctong iiwWid. 

• Call now for a brochure on 

01733 417979 
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TRAVEL Insurance! 
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USA - 17days 
£29-00 


WorWwfda 
Family Mults-4ri 



0990 -133218 7 days|| g 
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Amsterdam 
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Canada 

Discover our true Nature. 

Itar tonxlam Information on Quad* call 0891 71SOOO. 
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TRAVEL INSURANCE 
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Copenhagen 

v 1 ✓ from 
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NEXUS TRAVEL 



001273 626242 



Warsaw 

•v I / from 

© 



IVV pro mi -c that 
ou our drStfpan It'd 
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(at least 2 flights a 
da.y on each route/ 
all seals in Hie 
economy caian 
will be available 
a. f a ''/ahja j'om. ’ ' 


0990 ~ 6 6 / 0 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


uk 

From nil over the UK, 
to all over die world. 


F&glTta art from London Stanatmt 
KuKltealei b tram London tty; 
Aimten&n, EdMugii and 
Gbspow avaOaHe inm both. 
£10 UK damn tax Mudad. 
Fra apply id selected daa» and 
IIbWb only and an aifect to 
imteri gvaflsbgty and n d riritarrv. 
'AratoMe ftom 3W11/96. 
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Canada 



Flight prices from London Heathrc 

For those 2nd many mors sp^cisl European offc 
travel agent or call us (Iocs: ratcj 


Mere offers swUablc horn other oirpcirts ; a the tjK and i 

*"■ British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 
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CANADA 


UXtjpMtihoUdOSK 
MOcntKltouis, A 
molar homes, 
trataafrnatum;. 

OIL yOU DBBd! 
fllgus, boteu, 
ear htn, terilar 
mmto heOdaT*- 
ft— Colour Btoctunw. 

ucuauium 

SB Canada SpwtaUitB 


0990 434 434 


a division of flightbookers plc. 

.0870 333 0038. 
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Special Interest Holidays 
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fOft A BROCHURE <Ml 01753 681999 

Explorars Tours ATOL2S41 / ABTA V3883 
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Okavango 

70 URS&. 5 AFARK 

Singly the best for 
tailored holidays in: 

BOTSWANA 
ZAMBIA & MALAWI 
NAMIBIA. UGANDA 
ZIMBABWE 
SOUTH AFRICA 
TANZANIA INDIAN i 
OCEAN ISLANDS. 
MADAGASCAR 

Tek 0181 343 3283 


TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 



INDIA - KERALA 


Kerala ’s beauty lies in its fascinating history, 
tranquil beaches, scenic countryside and serene 
backwaters. 

Our ‘Kerala Experience' tour captures the 
essence of this charming, traditional region 

7-night Tour (B&B) 

+ 7 nights Hotel (B&B) from £699 

4 _ ^JhwtawpaiWwdeoife 
^ ... _ k&by etnas • flea tetri 

0181 423 3000 

ATOLisa Aon vote aito 


Skfing Holidays 


NEW S4CUWO Country Ikmsw hi 


Kerala 

bmdierfltfdsta]£249 
Gwte« ftw £289 BU, Ids 

SRI LANKA 

NomAer fights flan £299 

HoM from £359 B&B, 14 ids 


INDIA 

e>*«a Mitfc potut* ta»» 

Kerala 

better Dm any other tour' 
•yewor Md Kenb S nbbaUr 

die meal najXalSBerbtadfi' 
Mvttvvax 

0181 427 48 48 

AIW UM 


INDIAN ROMANCE 
Christmas in India 

DISCOUNTS NOW FOR 
ARTS CULTURE TOUR 
2 Iau -Sthjansory 

* GnSw « 

11 1 0171 <03 96 1< 
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Passage to 

? India (no 
backpack 
required) 

v How about sleeping in a hotel with 
an early-morning elephant option, 
or lying on a Bounty Bar beach? 
John Laurenson has an ideal route 
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R eclining semi-nude 
on some airport seat- 
ing, a seal of Harrison 
Fbrdwithbody-pierc- 
ing, Ronnie, 27, re- 
counted his India 
experience. From the glass of tap 
water drunk “to see how his body 
would take ft T ’ ) to the night with an 
amputee, Ronnie's route to the 
subcontinent is the back passage to 
India. It is very popular with the 
young. But there is another way, 
gender on the senses and hardly 
more expensive, which wiD send you 
back to your loved ones tanned, 
refreshed and hill of tales of a 
beautiful country. 

The key to this milder India is 
knowing where to go, in what order; 
and for how long. Here, then, is an 
itinerary for three weeks in south 
India - during our winter - at a cost 
of about £750 (say £400 for the flight 
and £350 for everything else). 

FTy to Trivandrum. Tbke a taxi or 
auto-rickshaw to Vferfcala, a Ktte over 
an hour's drive away (300-550RS, de- 
pending on your bargaining tech- 
nique). Varkaia, ycu will be pleased 
to find, is one of the most beautiful 
places on Earth. The beach is a 
Bounty Bar advert - a paradise of 
sand, coconut trees and lards that 
whoop in the night 

Back from the sea, you can sit 
drinking lassi by the temple tank, a 
large and stately holy pond. At 
night at one of the diff-top shack 
cafes, eat a fine crab with a-ppt ctf 
“special tea® (the 

as-a-wink name for beer in the dry 
state of Kerala). Way out cm the Ara- 
bian Sea, the lamps on the fishing 
ski ffs flicker on the horizon like the 
lights of another shore. 

The best place to stay in Varkaia 
is the Government Guest House, a 
former Maharaja's residence, now 
a resting point for Indian bureau- 
crats on-the-move. There are usu- 
ally a few beds left over for tourists 
and with a bit of luck youH end up 

V'tkn d i a | 

. /TAMIL NADUf 


y (siKodaikanaf 

r Madurai® a 


toKollam 

a 5&'Tnvar 
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with a room the size of a squash 
court for a pound a night 

Varkalan drawback; oglers. It is 
a sad fact that large numbers of In- 
dian men are prepared to travel long 
distances in order to see a woman 
in a bathing costume. 

After a week or so, it’s time to 
move. Get the morning train to 
Kollam (formerly Quflon). Go second 
class, deftly avoiding befog frozen 
alive by the first-class air 
conditioning Instead, stand, TE 
Lawrence-like, at the open door of 
the moving train as you chug 
through the lush and lovely KenJan 
backwaters. 

At Kollam, toko the tip*** train to 
the temple town of Madurai First 
class. (Here, the extra money will 
buy you space and a bouncy seatfor 
this seven-hour journey and there's 
no horsing around with afocondi- 
tioning, just a lot of fans.) 

The train ambles up into the 
hills brushing past banana and 
pineapple trees like a nonchalant 
cow. It takes you through great 
green valleys, then down on to the 
roasting plains of Tamil Nadu where 
cotton and chilli-peppers grow and 
goatherds carry umbrellas to keep 
off the sun. 

It is strange to smeD fresh dung 
in the heart ofa big city. Not in Madu- 
rai A thousand sacred cows with 
horns painted red and green wan- 
der about as if they own the place. 

The temple is one of the most 
impressive fo India, an ancient 
^4al^ffolh :, drsfiac(y arcades where 
gods are carried fo fitters, draped fo 
jasnfore petals or spattered with but- 
tec If you see an elephant fo the temr 
pie, give him a rupee and .he’ll touch 
your head with the tip of his trunk. 

The Aarathy is a good place to 
stay. It is dean, reasonably priced 
and has an early-morning elephant 
option. An elephant comes to the 
hotel at dawn each morning and eats 
14 rice cakes. Ask at the desk and 
someone will shout “elephant” at 
your door at 6.30am. 

After a night or two, youT prob- 
ably be fed-up of Madurai - this is 
an Indian town that seethes. Ifs time 
to go shopping and get out Buy 
Madras check shirts, precious jew- 
els, tea-towels, semi-predous jewels, 
excellent women’s beach bags fo 
woven plastic, saffron, and a small 
pot of Tiger Balm, then take a bus 
to Kbdaikanal. 

If you book at the Tourist 
infor mation desk at the railway sta- 
tion, a Kodfokanal-Nmnd mini-bus 
will drive round to your hotel and 
pick you up. The trip lasts a hit over 
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Steep hillsides, scented with blankets of cardamom boshes, are just part of Kerala’s tropical allure 


RHPL 


three hours and costs around £2 in 
the mini-bus, or next-to-nothfog on 
what is fifcety to be a very crowded, 
regular bus. 

Kbdzukanal is a former hill station, 
2,000 metres up. The British would 
withdraw here fo the summer 
months to escape the heat and 
malaria of the plains, and do a bit 
of gardening. 

A serious bid was made by Ko- 
daikanaTs former occupiers to make 
it as much like Surrey as circum- 
stances allowed There are, then, 


hedgerows, grey-stone cottages, a 
parish church and a Tudor-styie 
hotel and bar 

Here, the place to stay is' a little 
nest of cottages called Taj villas (£6 
a night for a handsome double- 
room with fireplace}. It gets nippy 
at night until April so you’ll need long 
trousers and a jumper. In foe morn- 
ings, on the lawn looking down over 
the valleys, you can breakfast on 
banana porridge, peanut-buttered 
toast and masala tea, then strike out 
on foot This is fine walking couDby 


fuA of plunging valleys, exotic birds 
and bison, waterfalls, monkeys and 
mimosa tf you're intrepid, you might 
even come across one of the andent, 
isolated hill villages, hours away 
on foot (or donkey) from the near- 
est road 

There are five days left You’re 
feeling fit, almost invincibly fit 
Ybu’re already starting to wonder if 
you reaDy need to keep using Evian 
to brush your teeth. Tame that 
tiger! And make your nay back 
quietly toe wsyyou came. 


Getting there: the cheapest flights 
to India are generally on airlines 
from thejbrmer Soviet Union . You 
con expect to pay around £ 300 re- 
turn to Delhi on an airline such as 
Armenian Airlines via Yerevan, 
booked through Classic Travels 
(0271-459 2222). Aerqflot comes in at 
about £350, Fbr mare familiar air - 
lines, you can expect to pay rather 
more 7b reach Kerala, the best 
planistofindacheapcharlerfiufo 
to Trivandrum, e.g. through ad- 
vertisements on JTV's Teletext 


Something 

To 

Declare 

NEWS FROM THE 

TRAVEL WORLD 

Bargain of the week 

Philadelphia return for £169. 
Belfast or Birmingham 1 ■ 
Barry White's home-town for 
less than two pence a mite. 
Or. indeed Newcastle or 
Norwich to New York for the 
same figure. If you can book 
by tonight, you routd secure 
one of the best transatlantic 
air fares ever, travelling 
from one of 17 airports in 
England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland to one of 
two great cities. Minimum 
stay; one Saturday night: 
maximum: one month. 

The airline behind the 
deal is KLM. Between 15 
January and 15 March next 
.war. you can fly to either 
city from, 'deep breath t 
Belfast, Bi; aiingham. 

Bristol. Cardiff, East 
Midlands, Humberside. 

Leeds Bradford. Loudon 
■City. Gatwick, Heathrow or 
Stanstud). Manchester. 
Newcastle. Norwich. 
Sheffield, Southampton am! 
Teesidc. You have to change 
planes at Amsterdam. 

To give yon some idea of 
how good a ileal litis is, the 
normal Bclfast-to- 
Amsterdam fare aluiie is 
£236. Tickets to Now York 
ore available nt around ei;o, 
but to Philadelphia, fares on 
direct flights are running at 
around £270 through 
discount agents. 

Travellers from Aberdeen. 
Edinburgh, and Glasgow can 
also take advantage or the 
offer, but. strangely. Scots 
have to pay £20 more. 

Fbr travellers based in the 
south-east by booking 
through a discount agent 
and flying from Gatwick on 
ELM'S partner. Northwest 
you can save an extra fiver 
(this being the tax normally 
payable at Amsterdam*. 

You must book by 9pm 
tonight through a travel 
agent direct with the airline 
on 0990 074 074 l though this 
fine has been overloaded this 
week), or on the Web at 
wwwiimuk.com before 
midnight tonight. 

Trouble spots 
Around 15Q nations will be 
trying to sell themselves to 
the travel trade at the World 
Travel Market which begins 
fo London on Monday. Here 
is the latest Foreign Office 
advice about some of them; 

Israel; British nationals 
will be aware of the recent 
rise in tensions in the region. 
We advise against all non- 
essential travel to Israel and 
the Occupied Territories. 

Chile: We advise against 
all non-essential travel to 
Chile. Although street 
violence has abated over the 
past week, feeling against 
Britain and British nationals 
is likely to remain high, and 
could increase, for as long as 
Senator Pinochet is in 
Britain. The situation is 
volatile and could change 
very swiftly. In such 
circumstances. British 
nationals and British 
commercial interests could 
become targets for 
spontaneous attacks. 
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SINTRA & THE BERARDO COLLECTION 

Where the Adanlic meets Ewope there is a country where nature has 1 4 DAYS - FROM 


Where the Atlantic meets Europe there is a country where nfflne has 
generously bestowed ali die different types of landscape. Portogal s 
nature harmonises and Wends perfectly with the local customs 
culture, whilst the awe-inspiring architecimt conm«s wA te modem 
shops and bustling markets filled with jewel lay. femons filigree. 

Ciitlni MvvcAURl of Modem Ait was opened to house 


£199 PER PERSON 

PLUS STAY 
ANOTHER 4 DAYS 
FOR FREE! 


l nd redain. FOKFKEK! 

SnL ^1997, the Sintra Museum of Modem Ait was openol to house DEPARTE >J G JANUARY, 
the Bcnndo Collection. Portugal became hometoovef four braidred FEBRUARY & 

pieces of contemporary an. Ranked among MARCH 1999 

an collections, its elegant setting m a town as f P B FULL DETAILS ANftA 

only add to its allure. . . f . t jwion Heathrow and FORM 

This great value break includes fljghw c«nTW(wrtecoap<winW<xicap^ 

Manrheeter Inrematitmal Airport (at a supplement). mree n^nts Independent Sintra* 

MwK ^^7^^iramonie hotel mcludirg buffet breakfasts. ^ Benfoo CWteedoc, Trevriaope 

aCCOmmWtoW f to extend vour stay for another four nights, you Promotions Ltd, Ssni Hook; High 

What's more, if you wish to extern yours«y ^ Street. Swnd»oase,G)«^GLl02NA 

can do so for free! Also included in the pnee are coach i transfer i &wn ^ ^ holiday BROCHURE 

m vrair hoteL and fiom the hotel » the Sums Museum of Modem H OT1JNE®014S3820000 
airport io yom , a |g 0 jprluA^. When VQU add this all up This holiday is operated by 

Art, where your entrance foes are wso J Trovdieope Pronoo«s Lid. aBTa 

it makes foran opportunity not rowmisseoi WMffLtfCT.45S5_ u 

Htcuescad me tbrther detaSsaf 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

2 for t all inclusive 
Caribbean holidays 


Starting next week in The Independent don't miss our fantastic West Indies Eleven 1 holiday promotion. 

The West Indies Eleven' includes destinations such as: Antigua, Barbados. Dominica, Georgetown, Grenada, Nevis. 
StEtts, St. Vincent, StXuda, Tobago and Port of Spain, some of the most exotic locations in the Caribbean. 

The Independent has linked up with British West Indian Airways and the Rex Hotel Group to provide the readers with 
some really great value Caribbean deals, two for the price of one. 

How about a two week fully inclusive holiday for two people at one of eleven Caribbean island destinations for an all 
in price of £650 p.p. All inclusive means return flights, accommodation for two weeks, breakfast, lunch, tea and dinner, 
local cocktails and wine for your meals. Many hotels include watersports, tennis and golf. 

Fbr full details of this fantastic offer get The Independent on Monday and pick up your tokens through the week. 
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New Films 


The INDEPENDENT RECOMMENDS 


BLADE (W 

Director: Stephen Norrington 
Starring: Wesley Snipes. Stephen Dorff 
Monotonous arcade-game thriller about a New 
York vampire-killer tackling a crazed bloodsucker 
Countrywide 


DESTINY (AL MASSIR - LE DESTIN) (NO 

Director YoussefChahine 
Starring: Naur El Cherif 

Chahine’s flamboyant period fancy of a liberal 
sage and his battles with the rigid social order 
at large in medieval Spain. 

Limited release 


HENRY FOOL (18) 

Director. Hal Hartley 
Starring: James Urrianiak, Parker Posey 
Nominally about a lowly garbage man (James 
Urbaniak) who writes a masterpiece, Henry 
Pool is chiefly about art integrity and inspiration, 
steering its own oddball course throughout 
On general release 


FEAR AND LOATHING IN LAS VEGAS (18) 
Director Terry Gilliam 
Starring: Johnny Depp, Bemrio Del Toro 
See Independent Recommends, right 


HOPE FLOATS (PG) 

Director Forest Whitaker 
Starring: Sandra Bullock, Harry Conick Jnr 
A winsome piece that turns a loving eye on 
Sandra Bullock as a down-in-the-dumps ex- 
beauty queen. 

Countrywide 


FIRE (15) 

Director Deepa Mehta 

Starring: Shabana Azmi. Jaaved Jaaferi, 

Mehta’s Indian -Canadian co-production mounts 
a vibrant attack on the Indian family set-up. 
Limited release 


THE ODD COUPLE II (15) 

Director Howard Deutch 

Starring: Walter Matthau, Jack Lemmon 

The follow-up to Neil Simon's Sixties flat-share 

favourite dispatches its mismatched couple off 

to a wedding and then strands them in the 

desert The two stars work hard to keep it 

upright 

Countrywide 

Xan Brooks 



Film Xan Brooks 


Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas deft), makes for a bumpy 
trip overall. The plot (about a 
zany journalistic assignment to 
Nevada* is just a convenient peg 
on which to drape a lot of 
narcotic malarkey, and. haring 
dose that, Terry GUiaxn's 
Hunter Thompson adaptation 
finally finds itself with no 
particular place to go. What 
holds the interest is Johnny 
Depp’s strikingly weird central 
performance, plus a certain 
speedy buzz to the (fireefion. 

On general release. 

TRY AND catch The Idiots while you can, since this censor-baiting bit of 
guerrilla film-making may yet have problems negotiating the BBFC. 

The subject of a hot pro-and-con debate at Cannes, Lar Von Trier’s tale 
of faux “idiots” r unning amok in everyday society detonates like a con- 
trolled laboratory explosion. 

NFT, London SEl (0171-928 3232) tonight S.45pm 


Theatre Dominic Cavendish 

THERE’S PLENTY of good watching matter at the Citizens Theatre in 
Glasgow tonight the priority booking must ctosin$ ‘P™5J? Bce 

of Philip Prowse’s acclaimed revival of Pinter s The Hoiueomni^ 
Andrea Hart stare as Ruth, the trophy wife who becomes hmh otyect 
of and main-player in her husband’s all-male family home. Running 
concurrently, to Nov 21, are two other girt-pmvur classics a mw version 
bv Clare Venables of Seneca’s Medea, which throws the piled wife s 
final act of vengeance into shocking relief, and David Mamet s explosive 
study of sexual politics, Oleanna, directed 
by Robert David MacDonald. 

Citizens Theatres. Glasgow \0U 1-429 0022* 

72 Opm 

LAST CALL for Northern Broadsides' foam 
phallus-waving, clog-stomping production of 
The Trackers of Oxyrbynchus. This 
thought-provoking comedy by Tbny 
Harrison C right ) fills in the gaps of a 
fragmented Sophoclean satyr play while 
testing the cultural assumptions of the two 
Oxford papyro 1 ogists who discovered it. 

West Yorkshire Playhouse, Leeds (0113 313 
7700) 720pm 


General Release 


AIR BUD (U) 

A ludicrous yet entertaining tale about a young bqy 
who befriends a basketball-playing dog. What will 
snare audiences is the catalogue of tricks, beautifully 
performed by the canine Buddy while the film is 
enjoyable for both adults and children. 


EVER AFTER (PG) 

Lfrew Barrymore stars as a 16th-century daddy’s giri 
who is tormented by her stepmother (Anjelica 
Huston) after her father’s death but finds hope in the 
arms of a handsome prince. 


MY NAME IS JOE (15) 

Ken Loach’s solid social-realist drama tells the tale of 
Joe (PtolitoDan),arecovaiBg alcoholic ten between 
his old and new lives. It brilliantly spotlights the 
groping hopes ofBritam caught below the poverty fine. 


PRIMARY COLORS (15) 

As Jack Stanton, John TTavolta’s performance 
amounts to a vaudeville impersonation of Clinton. It’s 
a grotesque, bravura display. The film does brilliant 
things with narrative, symbolism and farce but 
doesn’t leave viewers to draw their own conclusions. 


STILL CRAZY (15> 

Clement and La Frenais-scripted comedy about a 
bunch of 1970s rockers who reform their old bond. 
Hailing from The Full Monty school of feel-good 
foddec Still Crazy boasts charm and a clatter of gags. 


ANTZ (PG) 

This computer- animate d trifle is surely the most 
unlikely Wbody Allen movie we win ever see. He 
allegedly re-wrote the bulk of his dialogue to provide 
the voice of worker-ant "Z” who (alls in with the regal 
Princess Bala (Sharon Stonej. 


THE EXORCIST (25TH ANNIVERSARY 
RERELEASE) (18) 

TheExorcist is a creature comfitHmed by rumour and 
hearsay, its legend swelling in the 25 years since its 
release. But Friedkm’s seminal horror is stiD efficiently 
terrifying. The chill atmosphere dings to the skin 
throughout 


MULAN (U) 

In Disney's animated feature, a girt dresses up as a 
soldier to spare her father from combat It’s got it afl. 
A pro-active heroine; a strong father/daughter 
relationship; and, of course, cross-dressing. It’s also 
among Disney’s most visually innovative movies. 


SAVING PRIVATE RYAN (15) 

Captain John Miller (Tom Hanks) is dispatched to seek 
outayouag private behind enemy lines. Flew viewers 
will emerge warmed by catharsis - it’s the 
battle scenes which are branded on the memory. 


THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT MARY (15) 
Cameron Diaz and Matt Dillon star in this latest 
comedy from the pathologically tasteless writer- 
director team of Peter and Bobby Fhrrellv. But the 
film is basically a soft-centred romantic comedy. 


DR DO LITTLE (PG) 

This snappy new film version of Dr DolxttLe shows 
Eddie Murphy’s talents to be far more pliable than 
they might have first appeared. 


ELIZABETH (15) 

Shekhar Kapur’s follow-up to Bandit Queen is the 
story of a female figurehead struggling to gain 
purchase in a male world. But Kapur largely neglects 
the opportunities for fun in a story of independence 
trium phing over cruelty. 


FUNNY GAMES (18) 

This attack on screen violence discreetly cuts away 
during its more shocking moments, yet is big on 
gruesome sou ad effects. Its cast-iron claustrophobia 
leaves you fignting for breath. 


A PERFECT MURDER (15) 

The news that Hitchcock’s classic Dial MjbrMvrder 
was to be rehashed did not bode well But this is 
gokl-plated trash: the sort of thing Hollywood does 
better than anyone else 


SMALL SOLDIERS (PG) 

Inventive children's adventure about a batch of toy 
soldiers brought to life by a military microchip. The 
director Joe Dante draws some nice parallels with 
his own best film. Gremlins. 


THE TRUMAN SHOW (PG) 

Peter Weir's comedy about a man ipiayed to' -fan 
Carrey) who discovers that his whole existence has 
been televised since birth. The film is very fanny, due 
more to the cleverness of Andrew NiecoTs script than 
its star’s presence. 


HALLOWEEN: H20 UB) 

Twenty years after the events of the original 
Halloween, our resident psychopath returns to 
terrorise his sister (Jamie Lee Curtis). Standard 
shocks with a glazing erf post-modem in-jokes. 


THE PLAYER’S CLUB (18) 

On the face of it, The Players Club affects to lift the Bd 

fin America’s 5«erfyhlapk st rip je mt s and shake its head 
disapprovingly at the sight Trouble is that Mr Cube 
can’t drag his camera away from all that sweet, 
honeyed flesh for long enough to make his pafaL 


SNAKE EYES (15) 

Brian De Palma’s Atlantic CSty-set conspiracy thriller 
plays its rqystery plotime as a kind of quickie jigsaw Our 
nominal puzzle- solver is Nic Cage's swaggering local 
cop, whose harried investigation soon brin^ him 
smack up against Gary anise's Navy commander. 


VELVET GOLDMINE <181 
The story of rock stars Brian Slade (Jonathan Rhys My- 
ers) and* Curt Wild (Ewan McGregor) is unravelled to 
years after the hoax assassination of Slade. 
Director Todd Haynes has created a film which is 
brimming with a sense of the possibilities of cinema. 


CINEMA 


COUNTRYWIDE 


ABERDEEN 

ODEON (08705-050007); Snake Eyes 
( 1 5); Blade (1 8); The Real Blonde (t 5): 
Antz (PG); There's Something About 
Mary (15); Mulan (U): Freeriders (U): 
Elizabeth (15) 


EAST KILBRIDE 

UO (0990-888990): The human Show 
(PG); Hope Floats (PG); Snake Eyes (1 5); 
Halloween: H20 (18): A Perfect Mur- 
der (1 5); My Name is Joe (1 5); DrDolit- 
tle (PG); Small Soldiers (PG); There’s 
Something About Mary (15); Barney’s 
Great Adventure (U): Mulan (U); Ever 
After (PG); Blade (18); Saving Private 
Ryan (15); Antz (PG) 


HUDDERSFIELD 

UC1 (0990-888990): Small Soldiers 
(PG); There’s Something About Mary 
(1 5); Halloween: H20 (18); Lock. Stock 


ft IWo SmokingBarrels (1 8); Jaws (1 5); 
Hope Hoats (PG); Bade Miyan Chore 


Miyan (NQ; Shake Eyes (15); Barney’s 
Great Adventure (U): The Exorcist (25th 


MANCHESTER 

ARENA SEVEN (0161-839 0700); 
Mulan (U); Blade (18); Small Soldiers 
(PG); Antz (PG); The Exorcist (25th An- 
niversary Rerelease) (IB); Snake Eyes 
(15); Elizabeth (15); Hope Floats (PG): 
Fear and Loathing hi Las Vegas (18) 


Anniversary Rerelease) (18); Mulan (U); 
The Thiman Show (PG); Antz (PG); Dr 
DoOttle (PG); Blade (18); Elizabeth (15) 


VIRGIN (0541-202050): There’s Some- 


thing About Mary (15); Mulan (U); Antz 
(PG): Still Crazy (15); The Truman 
Show (PG); The Butcher Boy (15); Eliz- 
abeth (15); A Perfect Murder (15); Hope 
Floats (PG); Snake Eyes (15): The Mag- 
ic Sword: Quest for Camelot (U): De- 
constructing Harry (1 8): Small Soldiers 
(PG): My Name is Joe (15): Blade (18) 


EDINBURGH 

ABC HIM CENTRE (0131-228 1 638): 
Flipper (PG); Fear and Loath big in Las 
Vegas (1 8); Hope Hoats (PG); Mulan (U); 
Antz (PG); Small Soldiers (PG) 


INVERNESS 

EDEN COURT THEATRE (01463- 
234274); Lock, Stock & Two Smoking 
Barrels (18): Men with Guns (1 5): San- 
sho the Bailiff (PG) 


CINECrTY (0161-445 81 81); The Human 
Show (PC-); Mulan (U); Snake Eyes (15): 
Small SaUm (PG); There’s Something 
About Mary (5) 


WARNER VILLAGE (0114-256 9222): 
The Exorcist (25th Anniversary Rerelease) 
( 1 8); Mulan (U); The Truman Show (PG); 
Halloween; H20 (18); Hope Floats 
(PG); Still Crazy (1 5); Snake Eyes (1 5); 
Antz (PG): Small Soldiers (PG); Fear and 
Loathing hi Las Vegas (18); Elizabeth 
(15); Blade (18); There’s Something 
About Mary (15): Roald Dahl's Matil- 
da (PG); Dr Don trie (PG): Saving Private 
Ryan (1 5): Lock, Stock ft Two Smoking 
Barrels (18) 


Cinema 


REPERTORY 


BIRMINGHAM 

AUSTIN COURT BIRMINGHAM IN- 
TERNATIONAL FILM AND TELEVISION 
FESTIVAL (0121-212 0999) Indepen- 
dent’s Day III: Event (NC) Thur 10am 


My Name Is Joe (15) Sat. Sun. Tue-Thur 
1 .45pm. 4pm, 6. 1 5pm. 8.30pm; also Mon 
3pm. 5.45pm. 8.30pm. F»i 3pm, 6pm. 
8.30pm The Eighth Day (PG) Sat 3 15pm 
KissOTI (18) Sun 4pm Daens (15) Mon 
5.30pm Je, Ti, II, Elle (18) Thur 6.30pm 


BIRMINGHAM 

MAC (0121-4403838); Rien Ne lib Plus 
(NC); Elizabeth (15) 


ODEON (08705-050007): Hope Floats 
(PG); Barney’s Great Adventure (U); Mu- 
lan (U); Batman ft Robin (PG); Antz (PG); 
Small SokSers (PGJ; Elizabeth (15); Buf- 
falo 66 (15); The Exorcist (25th An- 
niversary Rerelease) (18): The Thiman 
Show (PG); Halloween: H20 (18); Snake 
Eyes (15); There’s Something About 
Mary (15); Kundun (12); Blade (18) 


ABC WESTER HAILES (0131-442 2200); 
Primary Colors (15): Blade (1 8); Small 
Sokfiers (PG) : There's Something About 
Mary (1 5); The Thiman Show (PG): Hal- 
loween: H20 (18): Saving Private Ryan 
(1 5); My Name is Joe (1 5); Snake Eyes 
(1 5); Antz (PG); Hope Floats (PG); Mu- 
lan (U): Fear and Loathing In Las Ve- 
gas ( 18 ) 


CALEDONIAN (01463-233302): Grease 
(20th Anniversary Edition) (PG); Small Sol- 
diers (PG); Mulan (U); Ana (PG); Blade 
(18) 


ODEON (08705-050007); TheExorcist 
(25th Anniversary Rerelease) (18); Mu- 
lan (U); The TVuman Show (PG); Ana 
(PG); Snake Eyes (1 5); Lock, Stock ft Tbm 
Smoking Barrels (18); Made (18); Ze- 


ro Effect (15); Halloween: H20( 18); Eliz- 
abeth (15): Hope Floats (PG); There’s 
Something About Mary (15); Sliding 
Doors (15) 


WARNER VILLAGE (01463-711147); 


Roald Dahl’s Matilda ( PG); Dr Dollttie 
(PG); The Truman Show (PG); Mulan (U): 


My Name Is Joe (1 5); Halloween: H20 
(18); Small Soldiers JPG); Snake Eyes 
Hope Floats (PG): There’s Some- 


CAMEO (0131-228 4141); Eve’s Bay- 
ou (1 5); Velvet Goldmine (1 8): Elizabeth 
(15); Hana-Bi (18); Lock, Stock* Two 
Smoking Barrels (18); Bandit Queen 
(18): My Name b Joe (15); Razor 
Blade Smile (18); Storefront Hitchcock 
(NQ; Swingers (15) 


(15); Hope Floats (PG): There’s Some- 
thing About Mary (1 5): The Abyss (1 2): 
Ana (PG); Blade (18) 


LEED5 

ABC (01 1 3-245 2665); Hope Hoats (PG); 
Small Soldiers (PG); Fear and Loathing 
In Las Vegas (18); Ana (PG) 


ARCADIAN CENTRE VIRGIN [0541- 
555177): The Player’s Cub (18); Lock. 
Stock & Two Smoking Barrels (18); 
There's Something About May (15); The 
Exorcist (25 th Anniversary Rerelease) (18): 
Blade (1 8): Small Soldiers (PG); Snake 
Eyes (15): Hope Hoats (PG): Ana 
(PG): The Truman Show (PG): Mulan (U): 
Halloween: H20 (18) 


DOMINION (0131-447 4771); The Land 

Gels (12); Mulan (U):SmaO Soldiers (PG); 
Still Crazy (15): There's Something 
About Mary (1 5); Elizabeth (1 5); The 
Governess (1 5); Ana (PG) 


GREAT PARK VIRGIN (0121-453 0465): 
Blade (18): Small Soldieni (PG): Fear and 
Loathing in Las Vegas (1 8): Saving Pri- 
vate Ryan (15): Elizabeth (15): The Mag- 
ic Sword; Quest for Camelot (U); Snake 
Eyes (15): Mulan (U): Dr Dollttie (PG): 
Hope Hoats (PG); The Odd Couple n 
(15): Still Crazy (15): The Exorcist 
(25th Anniversary Rerelease) (18): There’s 
Something About Mary (15); The 
Truman Show (PG): Ana (PG) 


ODEON (08705-050007); Blade (1 8): 
A Goofy Movie (U): HaOowecn: H20 (18); 
Live Flesh (18); Dr Doliccle (PG): Ana 
(PG): Mulan (U): Lost in Space (PG); Deep 
Rising (1 5); Snake Eyes (1 5); The Tin- 
man Show (PG): Elizabeth (15) 


WARNER VILLAGE (0113-279 9855); 
Saving Private Ryan (15); Blade (18); 
Mulan (U); Roald Dahl's Matilda (PG); 
Lock, Stock * TWO Smoking Barreb (1 8); 
Small Soldiers (PG): Halloween: H20 
(18); A Perfect Murder (15): Hope Floats 
(PG); The Truman Show (PG): Dr Done- 
tie (PG): Snake Eyes (1 5): The Exorcist 
(25th Anniversary Rerelease) (18); Ana 
(PG): Still Crazy (15); Elizabeth (15); 
There’s Something About Mary (15) 


U a TRAFFORD CENTRE (0870-603 
4567); Lock, Stock & TWo Smoking Bar- 
rels (1 8): Mehndi (PG); Dr DoUttie (PG): 
A Perfect Murder (15); Bade Miyan 
Chote Mlyan (NQ; Lethal Wbapon 4 (1 5); 
The Odd Couple II (15): Hope Hoats 
(PG); Ana (PG); There’s Something 
About Mary (1 5); Primary Colors (1 5); 
The Land Girts (12); Small SokSers (PG); 
Snake Eyes (15); Left Luggage (PG); StiQ 
Crazy (15): The Truman Show (PG); Mu- 
lan (U); Kuril Kuril Hota Hai (PG); Eliz- 
abeth (15): The Exorcist (25th 
Anniversary Rerelease) (18); Blade (18): 
Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas (18); 
Saving Private Ryan (15); Halloween: 
H20 (18) 


UO CRYSTAL PEAKS 10 (0990-888990); 
Ever Alter (PG): There’s Something 
About Mary (15); Still Crazy (15): 
Snake Eyes (15); The Exorcist (25th An- 
niversary Rerelease) (18); Fear and 
Loathing in Las Vegas (1 8); Lock, Stock 
ft TWo Smoking Barrels (18); Prem Ag- 
gan (NQ; Hope Hoats (PG); Ana (PG); 
Barney's Great Adventure (U): Elizabeth 
(1 5); Dr Dollttie (PG); Blade (18); Sav- 
ing Private Ryan (15); Small Soldiers 
(PG): The Thiman Show (PG): ftaF 
loween: H20 (1 8): Mulan (U) 


ELECTRIC (0121-643 7277) Cube (15) 
Sac. Sun I pm. 4.55pm. 9pm; also Mon- 
Thur 4.55pm, 9pm The Wings of Che 
Dove (15) Sat. Sun 2.10pm. 6.35pm; al- 
so Mon 6.35pm Lock. Stock & Two Smok- 
ing Barrels (18) Sat. Sun 2.55pm, 
6.50pm; also Mon-Thu r 6.50pm Mrs 
Brown (PG) Sat-Mon 4.30pm. 8.45pm 
Lolita (18) Tue-Thur 4.15pm, 8.45pm 
Love and Death on Long Island (15) Tue. 
Wed 6.50pm; also Thur 2.20pm. 6.50pm 


LANCASTER 

THE DUKES PLAYHOUSE (01524- 
66645) Le Bossu (IS) Sat 6pm The Lost 
Days of Disco (1 5] Sat 8.30pm; also Sun 
8pm. Mon 6pm He Got Game (1 8) Mon, 
Wed 8. 1 5pm; also Tue, Thur 6pm Dream 
with the Fishes (18) Tue 6.30pm; also 
Wed 6pm Shock Corridor (15) Thur 
8.45pm 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
ODEON (08705-050007); The Exorcist 
(25ch Anniversary Rerelease] (18): The 
Truman Show (PG); Dr Dofltde (PG); Mu- 
lan (U); Blade ( 1 8): Snake Eyes (1 5); Os- 
car and Lucinda (1 5); Ana (PG) 


TAMWORTH 

U0 10 (0990-888990); HaDoween: H20 
(18): The Castle (15): Hope Floats (PG); 
Ever After (PG); Snake Eyes (15); 
Something About Mary (1 5): The Ex- 
orcist (25 th Anniversary Rerelease) (18); 
The Thiman Show (TO); Bade Miyan 
Chore Miyan (NC); Ana (PG); Lock, Stock 
ft Two Smoking Barrels (1 8); Elizabeth 
(1 5); Barney's Great Adventure (U); Fear 
and Loathing In Las Vegas (18); Dr DoUt- 
tle (PG): Blade (1 8); Mulan (U); Saving 
Private Ryan (15); Stfl Crazy (15); SmaB 
Soldiers (PG) 


ODEON: INTERNATIONAL BIRMING- 
HAM HLM AND TELEVISION FESTIVAL 
(0121-643 6103) Gods and Monsters 
(NC) Wed 6.45pm The Bride of Franken- 
stein (15) Thur 6.30pm 


LEICESTER 

PHOENIX ARTS (0116-255 4854) 
Barney's Great Adventure (U) Sac 
2.30pm Paths of Glory (NC) Sun 3pm 
A Shadow of Doubt (1 5) Sun 5.30pm 
The Spanish Prisoner (PG) Sun 8.30pm 
Dance of the Wind (U) Tue 6.05pm 
Zero Effect (15) Tue 6.05pm; also Wed 
8.45pm. Frf 8.30pm 


CUSTARD FACTORY (0121 -604 7777) Car- 
ry on Cripples: Event (NC) Thur 6.30pm 


MAC BIRMINGHAM INTERNATIONAL 
FILM and TELEVISION FESTIVAL (0121- 
440 3838) William Shakespeare’s 
Romeo + Juliet (12) Thur 1 .30pm The 
Eel (18) Thur 6.30pm My Name is Joe 
(15) Thur 9pm 


BOLTON 

WARNER VILLAGE (01204 669388); A 
Perfect Murder (15); Mulan (U); Small 
Soldiers (TO); Elizabeth (15$; There's 
Something About Mary (15); Lock, 
Stock ft Two Smoking Barrels (1 8); The 
Truman Show (TO); Blade f 18J; Ana 
(PG): Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas 
(18); Snake Eyes (15): Hope Hoats (PG): 
The Exordst (25rh Anniversary Rerelease) 
(1 S); Pyaar to Hona HI Tha (NC); Hal- 
loween: H20 (1 8): Dr Dofltde (TO); Sav- 


UCI (0990-888990): The Exorcist (25th 
Anniversary Rerelease) (18); My Name is 
Joe (1 5): Elizabeth (15); Small Soldiers 
(PG): Blade (18); Snake Eyes (15): Mu- 
lan (U): Still Crazy (15); Fear and 
Loathing in Las Vegas (18); Kuril Kuril 
Hota Hai (PG): Hope Floats (TO): Sav- 
ing Private Ryan (15); Halloween: H20 
(18); There's Something About Mary 
(15): Dr Dollttie (PG); Ana (PG); Lock, 
Stock ft Two Smoking Barrels (18); The 
Odd Couple II (1 5) 


LEIC E STER 

ODEON FREEMENS PARK (08705- 
050007); The Thiman Show (PG): Eliz- 
abeth (15); There’s Something About 


Mary (1 5): The Magic Sword: Quest for 
Camelot (U); Live Hesh (18); Mulan (UJ; 
Hope Floats (PG); Lock, Stock A TWo 
Smoking Barrels (1 8); MouseHunc (PG); 
Ever After (PG); The Land Girts (12); 
Ana (TO): Middleton’s Changeling (18); 
Small Soldiers (TO); Halloween: H20 
(18); Snake Eyes (15); Blade (IB); vel- 
vet Goldmine (1 8); Titanic (12); Fear and 
Loathing In Las Vegas (18); Paulie (U); 
Saving Private Ryan (15); The Exorrist 
(25th Anniversary Rerelease] (18); 
Rubber (U) 


GLASGOW 

ABC CLARKSTON ROAD (0141-637 
2641): Ana (TO): Hope Hoats (TO); The 
Odd Couple U (1 5); Mulan (U); Small Sol- 
diers (PG) 


WARNER VILLAGE (0191-2210222): 
The Thuman Show (PG): Snake Eyes (15); 
Ana (TO); The Exordst (25th Anniver- 
sary Rerelease] (18); Mulan (U); Still 
Crazy (15); Dr Dollttie (TO); Small Sol- 
diers (PG); Hope Floats (PG); There’s 
Something About Mary (1 5); Saving Pri- 
vate Ryan (15): Blade (18); Elizabeth 
(15); Halloween: H20 (18) 


WAKEFIELD 

ON EWORLD THE MOVIES (01924- 
332230): Halloween: H20 (18); Snake Eyes 
(1 5); Sawing Private Ryan (1 5); Blade (1 8); 
Full Metal Jacket (18); There's Something 
About Mary (15); Hope Floats (PG); Ju- 
manJI (TO): The Odd Couple fl (15); The 
Thiman Show (PG): Apocalypse Now (1 8); 
Ana (PG): Htabeth (15): The Exordst 
(25th Anniversary Rerelease) (18): SmaDSoF 
rfiers(PG); The Day trippers (15); Fear and 
Loathing fan Las Vegas (18); Problem Chid 
(PG); Mulan (U); Kuril Kuril Hota Hai (PG): 
Still Crazy (15); Lock, Stock ft Two 
Smoking Barreb (18); Ever After (PG) 


THE NIGHTINGALE: BIRMINGHAM IN- 
TERNATIONAL HLM and TELEVISION 
FESTIVAL (0121-622 1718) (E)Quali- 
ty TV: Event (NQ Thur 6.30pm 


ing Private Ryan (15): The Mask (PG): 
Still Crazy (15) 


ABC SAUCH1EHALL ST (0141-332 
1 592); The Odd Couple 0 (1 5): Fear and 
Loathing In Las Vegas (18); Ana (PG): 
Small Soldiers (PG); Hope Floats (PG): 
Mulan (U) 


CHESTER 

ODEON (01244-343216); Dr Dollttie 
(PG); Snake Eyes (15): EBzabeth (15): Hal- 
loween: H20 (18): Mulan (U); The Exor- 
cist (25th Anniversary Rerelease) (18); Ana 
(TO): Oscar and Lucinda (15); Godzilla 
(PG): Deep Rising (15); Blade (18) 


THE BOMBAY (0141-419 0722); Pyaar 
co Hona Hi Tha (NQ; Bade Miyan Chore 
Miyan (NQ: Kuril Kuril Hota Hai (PG): 
Guru Gobind Singh (NQ 


WARNER VILLAGE (0116-282 7733); 
Elizabeth (15): Halloween: H20 (18); 
Small Soldiers (PG): A Perfect Murder 
(15); Lock, Stock ft Two Smoking Bar- 
rels (18); Blade (18); Snake Eyes (15); 
Sawing Private Ryan (1 5): Mulan (U>: Ana 
(PG): The Exorcist (25th Anniversary Here- 
lease) (18); Bade Miyan Chore Miyan 
(NQ; Hope Hoats (PG): Roald Dahl's 
Matilda (PG); The Thiman Show (PG): 
There’s SometMng About Mary (15) 


PRESTON 

UO 10 (0990-888990); The Truman 
Show (PG); Hope Floats (PG); Kuril Kuril 
Hota Hal (PG); Elizabeth (15); Ana (PG); 
Mulan (U); HaSomen: H20 (18): TheEx- 
orcist (25th Anniversary Rerelease) (18); 
Fear and Loathing In Las Vegas (18): 
Barney’s Great Adventure (U); There’s 
Something About Mary (15): Snake Eyes 
(15); Small Soldiers (PG); Dr DoRttle 
(PG); Blade (18); The Spanish Prison- 
er (PG) 


BRADFORD 

NMPFT (PICTURE VI LLE) (01274- 
732277) Godzilla (PG) Sat 11am The 
Longest Day (U) Sat 2pm Elizabeth (15) 
Sac 5.45pm. 8.15pm The Life ft Death 
of Colonel Blimp (U) Sun 2.30pm; also 
Mon 3pm Sixth Happiness (NQ Sun 
530pm The Bollywood Movie (NC) Sun 
7.30pm Bombay (12) Mon 6pm Mem- 
ories of Underdevelopment (15) Tue 
1 .45pm, 8pm The Deycrippers (15) Tue. 
Thur 6pm; also Wed 5.1 5pm Das Boot: 
The Director's Cut (1 5) Wed 1 .30pm. 
7pm Alice In the Cities (U) Thur 8pm 


MANCHESTER 

CORNERHOUSE (0161-200 1500) Fun- 
ny Games (18) Sac. Sun. Tue. Wed 
1.55pm. 4.10pm, 6.25pm. 8.40pm; al- 
so Mon 6.25pm. 8.40pm, Thur 1 .55pm, 
5.40pm, Fri 2pm. 8.10pm The Go v erness 
(15) Sat. Sun 1.55pm. 6.05pm. S.30pm 
Character (15) Sac 2pm. 5.45pm. 
8.10pm: also Sun 2pm. 8.10pm. Mon. 
Thur 5.45pm, 8.10pm. Tue 8.20pm. Wed 
8.10pm. Fri 5.45pm Peter Greenaway; 
Acts of God: Shorts (NC) Sun 5.45pm 
The Threepenny Opera (NQ Tue 2pm. 
5.45pm The Man Who Fell to Earth (18) 
Wed 2pm. 5.45pm A Thsee of Honey (NQ 
Thur 6.30pm, 8.30pm The Opposite of 
Sex (18) Thur 7.45pm 


WIGAN 

VIRGIN (0541 - 555150): Mulan (U); Fear 
and Loathing In Las Vegas (18); The Ex- 
orcist (25th Anniversary Rerelease) (1 8); 
SmaR SokSers (TO); Halloween: K20 (18): 
Ana (TO); The Magic Sword; Quest for 
Camelot (U): Blade (1 8): Saving Private 
Ryan (15); Hope Floats (PGJ; The Tru- 
man Show (TO); Snake Eyes (15); 
There’s Something About Mary (15) 


COVENTRY 

WARWICK ARTS CENTRE (01203- 
524524) La Vie R ev6e des Anges (18) 
Sat. Mon, Wed 9pm; also Sun 4pm, Tue 
G.30pm Velvet Goldmine (18) Sat 4pm, 
6.30pm; also Sun 7.30pm. Mon. Wed 
6.30pm. Tue. Thur 9pm Sons of the 
Desert ft Helpmates (U) Thur 6.30pm 


VIRGIN (0541-55S 158); The 
Exordst (25th Anniversary Rerelease) (1 8); 
Mulan (U); Elizabeth (15): Blade (18); 
Ana (PG): Snake Eyes (15); The Truman 
Show (TO): The Magic Sword: Quest for 
Camelot (U); Small Soldiers (TO) 


CALHJONIAN GROSVENOR (0141-339 
4298); Grease (20th Anniversary Edition) 
(TO); Ana (PG): Kundun (12); Lost hi 
Space (PG): My Name is Joe (1 5); Mu- 
lan (U) 


LIVERPOOL 

ABC ALLEKTON (0151-724 3550); 
Ana (TO); F&uDe (U); Small Soldiers (PG) 


WARNS! VILLAGE (01772-881100); 
Hope Floats (PG); Snake Eyes (15); The 
Thiman Show (TO); Roald Dahl’s Matil- 
da (PG); Mulan (U): Halloween: H20 (18): 
Still Crazy (15); There’s Something 
About Mary (15); Blade (1 8): Ana (PG); 
The Exordst (25th Anniversary Rerelease) 
(18); Small Soldiers (PG) 


CHESTERFIELD 

□N EWORLD. ALMA LEISURE PARK 
(01246-277000): There’s Something 
About Mary (15): Small Soldiers (PG): 
The Exorcist (25th Anniversary Rereksse) 
(1 8); Hope Floats (PG): Blade (18): Still 
Crazy (15): Halloween: H20 (18): The 
Day trippers (l 5): Jumanji (PG); The Tru- 
man Show (PG): Lock. Stock ft TWo 


ODEON (08705-050007); Blade (18): 
Still Crazy (1 5); The Truman Show (PG): 
There’s Something About Mary (15); 
Halloween: H20 (18); Snake Eyes (15): 
Hope Floats (PG): Elizabeth (1 5); A Per- 
fect Murder (1 5): Ana (PG): Mulan (U) 


ODEON (08705-050007); Blade (18); 
Btzabeth (15): HaDoween: H20(18):7he 
E x ordst (25th Aiauvensary Rerelease) (1 8); 
Snake Eyes (15); Mulan (U): Ana (PG] 


SWITCH ISLAND LEISURE PARK (0151- 
525 2020): Hope Floats (PG); A Perfect 
Murder (15); lock. Stock ft Two Smok- 
ing Barrels (18); Lost in Space (TO); 


Smoking Barrels (18); Saving Private 
Ryan (15); Fear and Loathing In Las Ve- 


Ryan ( 1 5); Fear and Loathing In Las Ve- 
gas (18); Elizabeth (15); Mulan (U):Antz 
(TO); Snake Eyes (15) 


COVENTRY 

ODEON (08705-050007); Mulan (U): 
Snake Eyes ( 1 5): Paulie (U) ; Ulee’s Gold 
(15): The Ewrdst (25th Anrthersary Rere- 
lease) 1 1 8): Blade (1 8); The human Show 
(PG); The Magic Sword: Quest for 
Camelot (U); Godzilla (TO): Ana (TO); 
Small Soldiers (TO) 


SPRINGFIELD QUAY (08705-050007): 
Still Crazy (T 5); The Ttuman Stow (PG): 
Zero Effect (15); There’s Something 
About Mary (15); Snake Eyes (15): Dr 
Dolietie (TO): Primary Colors (15): 
Hope Hoats (TO); Mulan (U): SmaR Sol- 
diers (TO); Ana (PG); Hallmveen: H20 
(18); Fear and Loathing In Las Vegas 
(18): My Name is Joe (15); A Perfect 
Murder (15); Elizabeth (15); Left Lug- 
gage (TO); Blade (18) 


Blade (18); Saving Private Ryan (15); 
Small Soldiers (PG): The Truman Show 
(TO); Anastasia (U); Snake Eyes (15): 
Godzilla (TO); Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas (18): Razor Blade SmBe (18); The 
Exonfct (25di Anniversary Rerelease) (18); 
Dr Dollttie (TO); Halloween; H20 (18): 
Mulan (U): There's Something About 
Mary (15); StUI Crazy (15): Ana (TO) 


ODEON (08705-050007); Godzilla 
(PG): The Odd Couple II (1 5); There’s 
Something About Mary (15); The Ex- 
ordst (25th Anniversary Rerelease) (18): 
Elizabeth (15); Small Soldiers (PG); 
Blade (18): City of Angels (12); The hu- 
man Show (TO); Lock, Stock ft TWo 
Smoking Bands (18); Snake Eyes (1 5); 
Mulan (U); Dr DoOttle (TO): Ana (PG): 
Ever After (PG); Hope Floats (TO) 


WREXHAM 

ODEON (08705-050007); Buffalo 66 
(15); There's Something About Mary 
(15); Elizabeth (15); Mulan (U): Ana 
(PG); Barney’s Great Adventure (U); 
Dr Dollttie (PG); Halloween: H20 (18); 
The Wedding Singer (12); Snake Eyes 
(15); Small Soldiers (PG); Good Burg- 
er (PG); Grease (20th Anniversary Edi- 
tion) [PG): Paulte (U): The Exordst (25ch 
Anniversary Rerdease) (1 8): The Truman 
Show (PG); Blade (18); Hope Floats (PG); 
Lost in Space (PG); Godzilla (PG); 
MouseHunt (PG) 


DERBY 

METRO (01332-347765) Kundun (12) 
Sat 6pm: also Sun 8pm Scream 2 (18) 
Sat 8.45pm Men with Guns (15) Sun 

5.30pm; also The. Thur 8. 1 5pm. VSted 6pm 

Cousin Bette (15) Tue, Thur 6pm; also 
Wed 8.30pm 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
TYNESIDE (0191-232 8289) Fast Times 
at Rklgemont High (18)/Oerks (18) Sat 
1 1 pm Chltty Chitty Bang Bang (U) Sat 
1.30pm Delicatessen (15)/Day of the 
Beast Sat 2.30pm The Acid House TW- 
ogy (NQ Sat 3.30pm, 5.45pm. 8.1 5pm; 
also Sun 8. 1 5pm. Mon 3.30pm. 8. 1 5pm. 
Tue 3,30pm, Wed 6pm, Thur 6. 15pm Ca- 
resses (18) Sat 4pm. 8.30pm; also Sun 
1 pm Fear and Loathing in Las Vfegas (18) 
Sat 6pm: also Sun 5.30pm, Mon 3.1 5 pm. 
8pm. Tue 5.45pm. Wed 3.1 5pm, 5.45pm, 
Thur 3.30pm, Fri 8pm Day of the Beast 
(18) Sun 2.30pm Silent Running 
(PGJ/Dark Sear (PG) Sun 7pm Beyond 
the Valley of the Dolls (18) Mon 5.45pm 
Gadio Dita (15) Mon 6pm: also Tue 
3.30pm. 8.15pm. Wed 4pm. Thur 8.30pm 
Sixth Happiness (NC) Tue 6. 1 5pm; also 
Wed 8.15pm. Thur 4pm. 8pm Dr 
Strangeiove (PG) Thur 6pm 


VIRGIN FORGE FHRKHEAD (0541- 
555136); Snake Eyes (15); Smell Sol- 
diers (TO); Mulan (U); Hope Floats (TO); 
Hade (18); My Name Is Joe (15): Still 
Crazy (1 5); The Truman Show (TO); Dr 
Dollttie (TO); Ana (TO) 


VIRGIN (0541-555146); Blade (18); 
Mulan (U): Small Soldiers (PG): Snake 
Eyes (15): The Exordst (25th Anniver- 
sary Rerelease} (l 8); Halloween; H20 
(18): Hope Hoats (TO): Ana (PG); 
There’s Something About Mary (15); The 
Thiman Show (TO) 


WOOLTON PICTURE HOUSE (0151-428 
1919); The Land Girls (12); Ana (PG) 


VIRGIN (Dom valley) (0114-242 1237): 
Lock, Stedk ft Two Smoking Bands (T 8); 
Saving Private Ryan (15); Dr Dollttie 
(TO); Sliding Doors (1 5): The Odd Cou- 
ple II (1 5); Ana (PG); There’s Something 
About Mary (15); Small Soldiers (PG); 
Prem Aggan (NQ; Elizabeth (1 5); Fear 
and Loathing In Las Vegas (1 8); Snake 
Eyes (15); The Magic Sword: Quest for 
Camelot (U); Mulan (U); A Perfect 
Murder (1 5); Hope Floats (PG); Lethal 
Weapon 4 ( 1 5); Primary Colors (1 5): The 
Land Girts (12); Velvet Goldmine (18); 
Blade (78); The Exordst (25th Anniver- 
sary Rerelease) (18); Ever After (PG); Hal- 
loween: H20 (18); Still Crazy (15): The 
Thiman Show (PG) 


YORK 

cny SCREEN (01904-612940); Jour- 
ney to the Beginning of the World (VI- 
agem ao Prindpio do Mundo) (U); Three 
Colours Trilogy (15); Cousin Bene (15); 
The General (1 5); Majorettes in Space: 
Hve Gay Tries bom France (18); The Last 
Days of Disco (15) 


DUBLIN 

IRISH HLM CeilTRE (003531-679 3477) 
Henry Fool (18) Sat 3pm. 5.40pm. 
8.30pnt also Sun-Fri 3pm. 550pm. 8.30pm 
Afterglow (15) Sat. Sun 6.30pm. 8.50pm: 
also Mon, Wed 2.10pm, 4 -20pm, 6.30pm. 
8.50pm. Tue. Thur 2.10pm. 4.20pm. 

B.50pm Now Voyager (PG) Thur 6.30pm 


NOTTINGHAM 

BROADWAY (01 1 5-952 6611) The Fifth 
Element (PG) Sat 3pm Rien Ne va Plus 
(1 5) Sat. Sun 3.30pm. 6pm, 8.1 5pm: al- 
so Mon-Thur 6pm. 8. 1 5pm Cube (1 5) Sat. 
Wed. Thur 6pm: also Sun-Tue 8.1 5pm Tbp- 
less Women Ihlk About Their Lives (NC) 
Sat, Wed. Thur 8.1 5pm; also Sun-Tue 6pm 
Ma Vie En Rose (12) Sun 3.30pm 


ODEON (08705-050007); Mulan (U); 
Snake Eyes (1 5); The Wings of the Dove 
(15): Blade (18): TheRedBlonde (15); 
Ana (PG) 


WARNER VILLAGE (01904-691094): 
Saving Private ffyan (1 5); The Odd Cou- 
ple II (15); Halloween; H20 (18): Snake 
Eyes ( 1 5); Ana (PG): SmaU Sokfiers (PG); 
Dr DoOttle (PG); Hope Floats (TO); Blade 
(18); Mulan (U): Lock. Stock ft TWo 
Smoking Barrels (18): Roald Dahrs 
Matilda (PG); Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas (18); There’s Something About 
May (IS): The Exordst 125th Anniver- 
sary Rerdease) (18); Sdll Crazy (15): Sht- 
abeth (15); The Thiman Show (TO) 


EDINBURGH 

F1LMHOUSE (0131-228 2688) Henry 
Pool (181 Sat Mon-Thur 2.30pm. 5.40pm. 
8.30pm: also Sun 1pm, 6.15pm, 9pm, Ri 
2pm, 5.40pm, 8.30pm A Soldier’s 
Daughter Never Cries (15) Sat 3pm. 
5.50pm, 8.30pm: also Sun 5.50pm, 
8.30pm. Mon, Tue 3pm, 8.30pm, Wed 
3pm, Thur 3pm, 5.45pm, 8.30pm La Vie 
R«£e des Anges ( 18 ) Sac Sun. Thur 
6.20pm; also Aten, Tue 3,30pm. 8.1 5pm. 
Wed 8.15pm Funny Games (18) Sat 
8.40pm; also 5un. Thur 3.30pm, 8.40pm 
Mon, Tue 6pm. Wed 3.30pm. 6pm Bicy- 
cle Thieves (U) Sun 2pm; also Aten 
6.30pm The Hunger (18) Wed 6.30pm 


GLASGOW 

HLM THEATRE (0141-332 8128} A Sol- 
dier’s Daughter Never Cries ( 15 ) sat 
1 2.45pm. 5.45pm. 8.15pm; also Sun 
130pm. 5.45pm, B.I5pm. Mon. Wed 

8 - ,5pni ’ Tue 2 Pm. 
4.30pm. Thur 1 . 1 5pm. 3,45pm. 8. 1 5pm 


SHEFFIELD 

THE SHOWROOM (0174-275 7727) 
Fear and Loathing hi Las Vegas (18) Sat 
2.10pm, 4.50pm. 7.20pm, 9.45pm: al- 
so Sun 2.30pm. 5.20pm. 7.50pm. Mon- 
Thur 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm. Fri 3.30pm. 
6pm Henry Fool (18) Sot 2.10pm. 
4.50pm. 7.30pm; also Sun 5pm. 7.45pm. 
Mot. Tue 2.45pm, 5.30pm. 8.15pm, 
8-1 5pm ’ Tbur 2.30pm, 8.15pm, 
hrt l.hOpm. 6.20pm Sons of the Desert 
ft Helpmates (U) Sun 2.30pm Funny 
in™* 5 M8) Sat 2.40pm, 4.50pm. 
10.15pm; also Sun 2.50pm, 5pm. MOT, 
Wed 4.15pm, 8.45pm. Tue. Tnur 2pm. 
b.30pm Benjamin Dove (NC) Sat 4pm 
S«ret Defense (PG) Sot 7pm; also Sun 
7.1 opm. Aten. Wed 7.40pm. Tue 2.40pm. 
I' *,7 pi ?.’- Thur A -40pm Razor Blade 
S** 10.15pm Bon jour Tim- 
othy (NC) Sun 4pm The Last Days of 
ws« ( 1 5) Sat 7. 30pm, 9.50pm; also Sun 
5.45pm. 8pm. Mon. Wed 2pm. 6.30pm. 
Tue. Thur 4 10pm. 8.40pm Ghrls 1 Night 
t 5 3 P m ‘ 3-50pm. 6pm; also The 
opm, Wed 2pm. 6.50pm. Thur 2.30pm 
* f "* 5) Wed ipm, 6pm The German 

Sjsiere ( 1 5) Thur 6pm Ibut Va Blen (NC) 
Thur 8pm 
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Theatre 

COUNTRYWIDE 


BIRMINGHAM 

WE BILLESLEY PUBLIC HOUSE 
Our Day Out W% Smell's come- 

<7 foout a group ttf jzmer dty school 

®““«® on a special day out 1 6-24 
£!?* 7 - 30 P m - £ *-50-£6. cones 
v> £3.aQ-£5, Brook Lane. King's Heath 
*^40121-444 0933) 


GLASGOW 

ARCHES THEATRE Under Milk 
New production of Dylan 
Thomas’ enchanting and surreal 
tale. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. ends 28 Nov. 
£6.50, cones £3.50. 

DetourTwo couples co-edst in 1966 

Dart IP this static marl mnrio 
Nov, 3pm. f6.50. cones £3.50. 
Midland Street (0141-221 4001) 


LIVERPOOL 

EVERYMAN THEATRE Shock- 
headed Peter Brilliant junk ope^a, 
featuring the Tiger Lilies. 14 Nov. 
2.30pm & Spm. E7.50-EH.95, 
cones £5.S0-£9S5. Hope Street 
(0151-709 4776) 


PRESTON 

CHARTER THEATRE King Arthur 
and Che Knights or The Occasion- 
alThble Comedy diw Maggie Fbs and 
Sue Ryding tackle the famous 
Arthurian legend. 16 Novi 7.30pm. 
£8. Lancaster Road (01772-258858) 


Exhibitions Classical literature 


Music 


BIRMINGHAM REP Three Sisters 
Mike Boulton's new translation of 
Chekhov's tale of sexual repression 
stars Charles Dance as Vershinin. 

Mon-Sat 7.30pm, mats 14 & 19 Now. 
2.30pm. ends 21 Nov. £7.25-09 
cones available. Broad Street (0121- 
236 4455) 


cmZENS THEATRE The Home- 
coming Harold Pinter's ominous 
tale of dominant sexuality within a 
family 14 Nov. 7.30pm. £8. cones 
Q . Gortab Street (01 41 -429 0022} 


METROPLITAN CATHEDRAL 
Aitimal Farm The Theatre of No Im- 
portance present Sr peter HalTs 
adaptation of George Orweffs story 
of an animal revolution. 14 Nov 8pm. 
£3.50. C0IK5 £2-75. Mount Pleas- 
ant (0151-291 5374) 


UNIVERSITY OP CENTRAL LAN- 
CASHIRE The Football Factory 
Drama based on the adult cult nov- 
el fay John King. 2', Nov. 7.30pm. 
£4/£3. (01772-89300!) 


CITIZENS THEATRE: CIRCLE 
studio Medea Seneca's cfassic Sto- 
ry of ve ng e an ce and pain. Tue-Sat. 
7.30pm. ends 21 Nov. £8. cones £2. 
GorbaJs (0141-429 0022) 


THE DOOR - BIRMINGHAM REP 
STUDIO Itvfris MaureenTjn mmy^ 
drama looks at the tangled fives of 
twin sisters. 14. 16-1 8 Nov 7.45pm. 
mats ?4 & 18 Nov. 2.45pm. £9. 
cones £7. standbys & previews £5. 
Confidence Drama from prolific 
playwright Judy Upton. 19-25 Novi 
7.45pm. £9. cones £7. standby 6 
previews £5. Broad Street (0121- 
236 4455) 


RAMSHORN THEATRE Show Me 
The Way to the Next Whisky Bar 
Songs and poetry from Brecht, ^ Wfefll 
and contemporaries. 19-21 Nov. 
10.30pm. E5, cones £2.50. Ingram 
Street (0141-287 5511) 


MANCHESTER 

THE GREEN ROOM Dirty Work 
Praroeatire piece from Fbrced Enter- 
tainment. 18-21 Nov. 7.30pm. £7. 
conc$ £4. Whitworth Street west 
(0161-950 5900) 


SCARBOROUGH 
FUTURIST THEATRE Oris' Night 
Out Ben-night comedy fay Dare 
Simpson. 16-21 Nov. 7.30pm. 
£8-50-£ 12.50. Foreshore Road 
(0)723-370742) 


BIRMINGHAM 

BIRMffSGHAM MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY RJ Washington: 
Memorial Efaubidon Ceramics cap- 
turing the female form. Mon-Thur 
10am-5pm. Fri 10.30am-5pm. Sat 
lOam-Spm. Sun 12.30pm-5pm, 
ends 1 0 Jan. free. 

Burne-Jones Important work by Sr 
Edward Burne-Jones. Mon-Thur. 
Sat 10em-5pm. Fri 10.30am-Spm, 
Sun ?2.30pm-5pm, ends 17 Jan. £5. 
£3.50 cones. E14 family. Chamber- 
lain Square (0121-303 2834) 


BIRMINGHAM 

CBSO CENTRE Birmingham Con- 
temporary Musk Group/ Gruber 
Music by Judith Veit Simon Bain- 
bridge and Kurt Sdnvertsik with 
Gruber's own FYonker-stem.". 15 
Nov. 7 30pm £9. cones £S. Berke- 
ley Street ( 0121-616 6500) 


*1 en&?Y 


BRADFORD 

ALHAMBRA THEATRE The Rocky 
-l. Honor Show Jason Donovan stare 
»■ ta the classic rock’n’rrl) musical. 14 
Nov. 6pm & 9pm. £7.50-£20.50. 
The Importance of Being Earnest 
Liza Goddard and Dora Brvan star 
in Oscar Wilde's comedy of verbal py- 
rotechnics. 16-21 Nov. 7.30pm. 
mac 18 Nov. 2pm. E6.50-E1 8.50. 
Morley Street (01 274-752000) 


THEATRE ROYAL A Midsummer 
Night's Dream An Oxford Stage 
Company production. 17-21 Nov. 
7.1 5pm, mat Thur 2.1 5pm. £4 .40- 
£16.50. cones avaBableTufr-Thur on- 
ly. mat £5 & £10. Hope Street 
(0141-332 9000/cc 331 1234) 


LIBRARY THEATRE A Don's House 

Chris Honer directs the Library 

Theatre Company in a new version 
of Ibsen's thnritaS drama. Mon-Sat 
730pm. macs 18 Non 230pm, ends 
21 Nov. £8-£15. cones available. 
Central Library. St Peter's Square 
(0161-236 7110) 


STEPHEN JOSEPH THEATRE: THE 
ROUND A DOB’S House Ibsen's clas- 
sic is directed by Alan Ayckbourn. 
Mon-Sac 7.30pm. ends 2 1 Nov. £7- 
£12.50. Westborough (01723- 
37054 1/CC 378863) 


BOSTON 

GUILDHALL MUSEUM Pop Prints 
Prints from the Arts Council Collec- 
tion including Lichtenstein and 
Warhol Mon-Sat 1 0am-5pm. ends 
2 1 Nov. £1 .20. cones BOp, children 
free. South Street (01 20S-36S9S4) 


EDINBURGH 

FESTIVAL THEATRE Royal Scottish 
National Orchescra/Bamert 
Matthias Bameri conducts Strauss. 
Sibelius. Martinu and Torke. 15 Nov. 
7.30pm. £7-£19.50. cones available 
Nicolson Street (0131-529 6000] 


COVENTRY 

UNDER MILK WOOD SUITE - 
5TAN TRACEY AND PHILIP 
madoC The Dylan Thomas festival 
readies its climax oiih a special per 
fonaance by legendary ja= pianist 
Stan Trace}’, with readings from 
Welsh actor Philip Madoc. 1 4 Nov. 
8pm. £12 SO. 

HELEN DUNMORE Orongeprue 
winning author of A SprC o/tt1nl<T 
reads from her compelling novcL 
Yourfl’ue-EifCti Boy. Warwick Arts 
Centre G.bbei Hill Road (01203- 
524524) IS Nov. 7,15pm. £4. 


pop. Jazz, world etc 


ABERDEEN 

IDLEW1LD Youthful Soots quartet div- 
ing spit}' ideas- hca\y punk with 
their debut foil-length album fi -tv !s 
Important causing a big stir Glow 
303 Belmont Street (01224- 
64B000) 20 Ncv, Spm. f5 


BIRMINGHAM 

LIONEL RICHIE Superstar solo per- 
former returns lo tour Europe for die 
first lime since 19S7. 17 Nov. ’pnt 
(0990-232000). £2 5- £40 


HULL 

TRUCK THEATRE King Arthur and 
the Knights of the Occasional Tkble 
Comedy duo Maggie Fine ami Sue 
Ryding tackle the famous Arthurian 
legend. 1 7 Non 8pm. £8. cones £6. 
Spring Street (01482-224800) 


OPERA HOUSE Oliver! Russ Abbot 
(from 16 Nov Gary TBSmot) stars in 
Lionel Barfs Dickensian Miami 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. Wed & Sac 
230pm. ends 30 Jan. £1 0-£29. Quay 
Street (0161-242 2503/cc 831 
7733) 


SHEFFIELD 

CRUCIBLE THEATRE Twelfth Night 
Michael Grandage directs. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. £ 1 0'£74.50. cones 
available. Norfolk Street (0114- 
276 9922) 
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COVENTRY 

WARWICK ARTS CENTRE Handbag 
or The Importance of Being Some- 
one Marik RavenhiH^ new drama 14 
Now. 7.45pm. £8. 

A Clockwork Orange Anthony 
Burgess' provocative and cfistnrbmg 
tale of youth violence. 17-21 Nov, 
7.30pm. ES.50-E14. 

Beggar's Belief New piece from 
Trestle Theatre inspired fay the paint- 
ings of BreugeL 20 & 21 Nov. 
7.45pm. £8. Gibbet Hill Road 
(01203-524524) 


LEEDS 

GRAND THEATRE Jesus Christ 
Superstar Hm Rice and Lloyd Web- 
ber’s acclaimed hihlfoyf minimi 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, mats Thur & Sat 
2.30pm, ends 28 Now. £5.50- £24. 
New Briggate (01 1 3-222 6222) 


PALACE THEATRE Smokey Joe’s 
Cafe - The Songs or Lelber and 
Stoner Tbe rockVroflhitmakerscet- 
ebraied in a musical revue that in- 
cludes “Jaflhottse Rock". 14 Nov. 
2.30pm & 7.30pm. £10.50-£22.50. 
Oxford Street (0161-242 2525) 


LYCEUM THEATRE Gendemen Pre- 
fer Blondes Sara Crowe stars in this 
musical featuring tbe song ‘'Dia- 
monds Are a Girl’s Best FYiaxT. 14 
Novi 3pm & 7.45pm. £8-£18.50, 
cones available Mon- Fri. Norfolk 
Street (01 14-276 9922) 


DURHAM 

DURHAM LIGHT INFANTRY 
MUSEUM AND ART GALLERY Dis- 
asters of War. Caflot. Goya. Dfx Se- 
lections from three artists* war 
etchings. Tue-Sat 10am-5pm. Sun 
2pm-5pm. ends 1 5 Nov. 60p. child 
25p. AyUey Heads (0191-384 2214) 


GLASGOW 

BARONY HALL Goldberg Chamber 
Orchestra/Lay field Including 
Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto and 
Mozart's Jupiter Symphony 70 Nov. 
7.30pm. £8. cones £5. High Street 
(0141-543 3444) 


SHEFFIELD 

CfTY HALL Mtaraatv PMDiarmon- 
ic/Kord Including Chopin's 2nd Pi- 
ano Concerto with Ewa PobJocka 05 
soloist 14 Nov. 7pm. £9 5D-E19.S0. 
Barkers Pool (01 14-278 9739/ 


HULL 

HULL LITERATURE FESTIVAL Vis 
hors include Kate Adie. Barrie Kui- 
ler. ian MacMillan. Wendy Cope. 
Armando lanirueri and Benjamin 
Zephaaiah. Hull Literature Festival 
1998 c'o City Arts Unit, Central Li- 
brary {01 482-61 6S76) 11-22 Nov. 
phone lor details 


THE LIGHTHOUSE FAMILY KAREN 
RAMIREZ British pop soul duo. turn 
with a string of hits under their holt 
National Exhibition Centre joi r r - 

7S0 41331 19 Si 20 Nov. 6pm. £ I*?. 


EDINBURGH 

SEBADOH Now .sound-s from Lou 
Barlow’s American b fi heroes The 
Attic The Ccutcpie lO 1 31 2ZS d.lSi 1 
15 Nov. 8pm. £? 


SCARBOROUGH 
PLATFORM: JANE ASHER Talk 
and Q&A session with actress, cakc- 
ni.ikt -r and writer. Stephen Joseph 
Theatre tVestbo/ough (0172.1- 
370541) 19 Nov. bpm. £4. 


THE STUDIO THEATRE Sell Out 
Frantic Assembly’s latest multi-me- 
dia performance. 18 & 19 Nov, 
7.30pm. £6. cones £3.50. Catveriey 
Street (0113-283 5998} 
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EDINBURGH 

ASSEMBLY ROOMS HUM A doctor 
loses her identity while seeking that 
,■ ol her patient 14 Nov. 7.45pm. £6. 
1 2 cones £4. George Street (01 31 -220 
T 4349) 


WEST YORKSHIRE PLAYHOUSE: 
COURTYARD THEATRE The Seag- 
ull Jude Kelly directs Ian McKellen 
and Clare Higgins in Chekhov’s Jove 
story Mon-Sat 7.45pm. macs 14 6 
18 Nov. 2pm. ends 5 Dec £8.50- 
£17. cones available. Quarry Hill 
Mount (01 13-213 7700 ) 
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KING’S THEATRE The Prime of 
Miss Jean Brodfe Fiona Shaw stars 
as the Scottish schoolmistress in this 
adaptation of Muriel Spark's classic 
noveL 14 Now. 2.30pm 6 7.30pm. 
£ 1 4-£20, cones available. 

Girts’ Night Out tn Ibiza Lads and 
lasses in a steaming frenzy Ibiza 
style. From 1 6 Nov. Mon-Thur 8pm. 
Fri-Sat 6pm 9 9pm, ends 21 Nov. 
C10-E14, cones available. Leven 
Street (0131-529 6000) 


WEST YORKSHIRE PLAYHOUSE: 
QUARRY THEATRE The Trackers Of 
Oxyrhyndius Tbny Harrison's com- 
edy about the search for a long-tost 
play. 14 Nov, 7.30pm. £8-50-£l 750, 
cones available. 

Our Country’s Good Stucfy of tbe 
civilising power of theatre. 17-21 
Nov. 7.30pm. £8.50-£17. cones 
available. Quarry Hill Mount (01 1 3- 
213 7700) 


MOLD 

CUNYDTHEATR CYMRU The Nor- 
man Conquests: Living "together 
Alan Ayckbourn's comedy about an 
evening of dandelion wine a 
home-made board game. 14. 25-27 
Now 7.30pm. mats 14 Nov. 2pm, 
macs Nov 2 1 . 5 Dec, 3pm. £5-£l 5. 
cones available. 

Krapp's Last *bpe Edward Petber- 
b ridge performs Samuel Beckett's 
melancholic piece. 14 Nov. 2.15pm 
& 7.45pm. £8-£10. 

OF Mice and Men John Steinbeck's 
tafocf two itinerant for m-w otk a s and 
their dreams of a better life. T6-2I 
Nau.7.45pm. £12. cones £9.50. 
The Nottnan Conquests: Round and 
Round The Garden Alan Ayck- 
bourn's comedy about attempted 
and failed adultery 17-19. 21. 23- 
24. 28 . 30 Nov. 5 Dec 7.30pm. £5- 
£15. cones available. Civic Centre 
(01352-755114) 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
Richard III Robert Lindsay stars 3s 
the historical villain. 14 Now 1 .30pm 
& 7.30pm. £7-£35. Waterside 
(01769-295623) 


EDINBURGH 

CITY ART CENTRE Alice Maher and 
Thn Davies Leading artists Maher 
and Davies exhibit unusual new 
work, cxptanng a range of concerns 
Mon-Sat 1 Oam-Spm. Sun 1 2 noon - 
5pm. ends 4 Jan. free. Market 
Street (0131-529 3993) 


Opera 


GLASGOW 

BLONDIE IX-bomh Hur>- mnvs lh«- 
ultimate .Vinencan new »aiudi-«n- 
jiepslrr*. Barrowtand G.iihM\»:at» 
10141-552 -rOOl cc 7.'u .-.i./yi 1 •» 
Nov. 7.30pm. phone lot 


Comedy 


YORK 

GRAND OPERA HOUSE Popcorn 
Wnma Noble stars in Ben EStoifs 
satire on rinema violence. 16-1 9 Nov. 
7.30pm. 20 Nov. 6pm & 9pm. 21 
Nov. 5pm St 8pm. £10.50-8 16.50, 
cones available. Cumberland Street 
(01904-671818) 


GLASGOW 

ART GALLERY AND MUSEUM. 
KELVINGROVE BT Dialogue In the 
Dark Explore tbe senses in sound, 
scent and touch exhibits. Mon-Sat 
1 0am-5pm. Sun 11am-5pm.ends 10 
Jan. free. (0141-287 2699) 


ABERDEEN 

HIS MAJESTY'S The Magic Flute 
Scottish Opera staging of Mozart's 
late singspieL directed fay" Martin 
Duncan. 14 Nov. 7.15pm £5- 
£36.50. cones available. RMemouni 
Viaduct (01 224-641 1 221 


ABERDEEN 

ROB NEWMAN AT ABERDEEN 
MUSIC HALL Newman returns to his 
stand-up comic roots. IS Nov. 8pm. 
£ I o Urnon Street (0 J 224-64 7 1221 


ASIAN DUB FOUNDATION. SOUL 
COUGHING :\I»F's t.ifi'-.t album 
ffqfi i' I»V:v: i;fr' Wifi Merain 
lulled. Queen Margaret Union Um- 
vli bit v Gardens (0 1 -i I - 3 ■*’ * 9 7kiu' l d 
Nov. 8pm. plinis.- ilm piKt- 


THEATRE ROYAL Bouncers John 
Godber’s ubiquitous cometfy. Mon- 
Thur 7.30pm. Fri & Sat 8pm, 1 4 £i 
20 Now 9pm. ends 21 Now£4-£12. 
St Leonards Place (01 904-623566) 


LEEDS 

HENRY MOORE INSTITUTE Les 
Cambodgjennes: Auguste Rodin 
Drawings made during the Royal 

fam h wnim ibiw f nmpany 'glniirln 

France. Mon-Sun 1 0am-5.30pm. 
Wed 10am-9pm, ends 3 Jan. free. 
The Headrow (01 1 3-234 31 58) 


BIRMINGHAM 

MAC The Master and Margarita 
Millennium Opera with Darryl Way's 
new work, based on the classic nov- 
el by Bulgakov. 14 Now 8pm. £7.25. 
cones £5.30 Cannon Hill Park 
(0121-440 3838) 


HULL 

ARMANDO 1ANNUCCI: OUT OF 
HIS BOX AT HULL TRUCK THE- 
ATRE Best known for the salirur.il 
show, Friday Night Armistice 
19 New. Spm. £ 1 0. cones ££■ Spi mg 
Street (01 A82-224SOOJ 


HULL 

JEAN TOUSSAINT BAND Sw:ii;:li^ 
L'anbtwMii jar.’ .s.ix|HU<hn:ust u-» 
tunng pianist Jasuii Ut-bi-ilu Dee 
Street Cub IIl-s-.1i? R.*u‘ 

4D2R68J 18 Nov. 8 .li.vvn. i?i. ■.•inc-. 
£6. 


THEATRE 


WEST END 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
NEWCASTLE PLAYHOUSE Lord 
of the Files Stage version afWIlliam 
Gokfing’s efowan tale of schoolboys 
Bring on a deserted wtiand. 1 4 now 
730pm. £6-£T2.75. cones awriabJe. 
Berras Bridge (0191-230 5151) 


ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 
OLIVER: Antony and Cleopatra He- 
len Mirren and Alan Rickman 
Mon-Sat 7pm. mats 1.30pm. ends 
3 Dec. 


LIVERPOOL 

MUSEUM OF LIVERPOOL LIFE 
Fawcett’s Funny Girls: Cartooning 
for Equality Orer 100 years of car- 
toons. Mon-Sat. 1 0am -5 pm. Sun 
12noon-5pm. ends 6 Dec. NMGM 
12 month pass. £3. cones £1.50. 
family £7.50. Mann Island (0151- 
207 0001) 


EDINBURGH 

FESTIVAL THEATRE Tristan Und 
Isolde Wagner’s epic tale of passion 
performed by Scottish Opera. 1 7 £1 
21 Now 5pm. E10.50-L49.50. cones 
available. 

The Magic Flute See Aberdeen. 1 S 
& 20 Now 7.15pm. £9.50-£45.50. 
cones available. Nieolson Street 
10131-529 6000) 


INVERNESS 

ARDAL O'HANLON - SPINNING 
PLATES AT EDEN COURT THE- 
ATRE The slar of Fhtia-r 7hd. 1 9 Now 
8pm. £12.50. cones El I Bishops 
Road (01463-234234) 


LEEDS 

REEF. SYMPOSIUM. NOJAHODA 
furnish rifling all -rock 
lour in nuti-ru! :nr Uu-ir 

forthcoming lltird albuni Town ft 

Country Club Cuiiifidfx sfrci-: 
(U1 1 3-280 0100) IS Ncv. •- 1 1 


Dance 


LIVERPOOL 

LEE HURST - UN-IRONED AT 
LIVERPOOL EMPIRE The star of 
They think it's aU over. 20 Nov. 8pm. 
£11. time Street (01 5 1 -709 1 555) 


LIVERPOOL 

TOM JONES The charismatrc 1U-L Jt 
mcgast-Tr o ml Jinn -s In um Hie I. «£*-.- 
Liverpool Empire Lime Stu-ei i-.*l V I 
709 1 555) 1 8 Now Spm. v 2 1 -£2 i 


CLUBS 


WELLINGBOROUGH 
DICK PEARCE QUARTET Highly 
resarded ncobuppzr and funk Inun 
pcier.The Castle Co wleVWw [01933- 
270007) 19 Nov. Spm. £5. chilis 
£3.50 


ROYAL LYCEUM THEATRE The 
Collector The stage adaptation 
af John Fbwies’ psychological thziQec 
Tue-Sat 7.45pm. mats 1 1 6 14 Now 
2.30pm ends 21 Nov. £7-£16, 
cones From £1. Grindlay Street 
(0131-229 9697) 


LEICESTER 

HAYMARKET THEATRE Disco Res 
Acclaimed love story from Enda 
Wfaish. 14 Now 7.45pm. £9. cores £6. 
Richard III In-honse production. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm (no pert 1 6 Nov), 
mats 14 Now 2.30pm. 18 Now 2pm, 
ends 21 Nov £5-£1 430. cones avail- 
able. Belgrave Gate 
(01 16-253 9797) 


THEATRE ROYAL The Prime of 
Miss Jean Beodie Fiona Shaw stars 
as the Scottish schoolmistress in this 
new adaptation of the nov- 
el by Muriel Spark. 14-21 Now 
7.30pm. mat 1 9 Now 2pm. £5-£25. 
cones available. Grey Street (01 91 - 
232 2061). 


COTTESLOE: Gukftig Star Jonathan 
Harvey’s new play gives a tender ac- 
count of the life of Hillsborough tfis- 
aster survivor. In rep. Tonight 7pm. 
continuing. Olivier 6 Lyttelton: £8- 
£27. Cottesloe: £1 2-£1 8. Day seats 
from 10am. South Bank. SCI (0171- 
452 3000) O Embankment. 


MANCHESTER 

CORNERHOUSE Peter Greenaway 
Paintings, drawings and prints by the 
fflm -makw- Tue-Sat 1 1am-6pm, Sun 
2 pm -6pm, ends 6 Dec. free. Oxford 
Street (0161-228 2463) 


BLACKBURN 

KING GEORGE'S HALL Vienna Fes- 
tival Ballet: Swan Lake Performed 
under Peter Mullet's direction. 19 
Now 7.30pm. £1 1.5a£13 50. cones 
£9.50 £11.50, child £5. Northgate 
(01254-582582) 


ROVAL SHAKE5PEARE COMPANY 
THE BARBICAN: The School for 
Scandal Sheridan’s biting lSth-cen- 
tory satire. Mon-Sat 7.1 5pm. mats 
1.45pm, ends 21 Now 


S H E FFIEL D 

GRAVES ART GALLERY Double 
Games: Sophie Calle Comprehen- 
sive retrospective of Calle's wort In 
two venues. Opens 14 Nov. Tue-Sat 
10am-5pm. ends 30 Jan. free. Sur- 
rey Street (0114-273 5158) 


BLACKPOOL 

GRAND THEATRE Michael Clark 
Dance Company Clark’s first foil 
length work in four yeans. 1 4 Nov. 
8pm. £12-£14.S0. Church Street 
(01253-290190) 


BIRMINGHAM 

GODS KITCHEN AT THE SANCTU- 
J\RV Seb Fbnlaine and TbllPaul New- 
man star at this bouse'n’garage 
party. 20 Nov. 9.30pm-4am. £8, £7 
before 11pm. mems £6. Dtgbeth 
(0121-246 10)0} 


Events 


ft. 

X i‘V« ■ 


. =■ 


THEATRE WORKSHOP Squeafin' 
Like a Pig Drama about the tojacal 
1 issues ofbuQymgand racism among 
v children. 14 Nov. Thur-Sat. 
8pm. £6. cones £3.50. Hamilton 
Place (01 31-226 5425/cc 226 5425) 


HAYMARKET THEATRE STUDIO 
Berkoffs Women Unda Marfowe 
reveals Steven BertofFb thoug h ts on 
bemgawoman. 14 Nov, 7.45pm. £9. 
cones £6. Belgrave Gate (01 1 6- 
2S39797) 


NORTHAMPTON 
ROYAL THEATRE Dead Fumy The 
late &itishcomedans provide tbe fo- 
cus for Tisry Johnson's poignant com- 
eefee Mon-Sat 7.30pm (14 Now 5pm 
& 8.30pm). ends 28 Ncm £4-£l4.50. 
GuDdhafi Road (01604-632 533) 


THE PTE TToflus and CresskU 
Shakespeare's depiction of the hu- 
man spirit undermined fay bloody 
warfare, ends 21 Nov. Bartizan 
Theatre: £5-£26. The Pit: £11- 
£1 850 Barbican Centre EC2 (01 71- 
638 8891) e- Barbican. 


YORK 

YORK CITY ART GALLERY Venice 
Through Canaletto's Eyes TNrenty- 
three paintings and drawings by tbe 
Venetian artist Mon-Sat lOam-Spm, 
Sun 2.30pm-5pm. ends 3 Jan. free. 
Exhibition Square (01 904-55 1861) 


MANCHESTER 

PALACE THEATRE English Na- 
tional Ballet: Cinderella Michael 
Carder's award-winning productiarL 
16-21 Now 7.30pm. mats 18 Nov. 
2pm. 21 Nov. 2.30pm. £5-£27.50. 
Oxford Street (0161-242 2525) 


GLASGOW 

COLOURS AT THE ARCHES Top 
flight line-up with Sasha, 
DJ Heaven, Jazzy M, LTJ Bukem, 
Blame and MC Conrad. 14 Nov. 
1 0.30pm- 3am. £15. mems £10. 
Midland Street (0141-221 4001) 


KING'S LYNN 

WINTER WONDERLAND Light 
show with 75.U00 bulbs in variou> 
colours and designs. Kyng's Lynn 
Speedway Stadium Saddle bo v. 
Road (01553-771111) Ends 1 Jan 
4.30pm-9.30pm. £4 GAP £3. child 
(5-14) £2. family £10 12 adulrs 2 
children), unde* 5's free 


1 

ACCESS ALL AREAS AT THE 
FLAMING COLOSSUS Featuring Carl 
Cox. 20 Now 1 0pm-3am. £8, mems 
£7. Wdftxd Street (01 16-233 4788) 


SHEFFIELD 

DISNEY ON ICE - THE SPIRIT OF 
POCAHONTAS Spectacular adap- 
tation of the Disney film. Sheffield 
Arena Broughton Lane (01 1 4-256 
5656) 17-22 Now phone for details. 
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THE ANNUAL 
miradeofthe 
swallow’s arrival 
is explored in 
South for 
Winter. Home 
for (Spring 
(Unoon B4). Biologists and Isrd 
watchers are among the people 
contemplating the mystery of 
how such tiny birds <abowe) 
navigate tins amaa'ng 22,000-mfle 
journey. 
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O^SfcSMK! FMi 6J30 KbWi Greening. 10J» ttok 
Goodie. 1.00 Emma B. 3JX) Top ol the Pops. A00 
The Official UK Top 40. 7JJ0 Radio ij Pan” 

Anthems with Dave Pearce. 10 M Trevor Nsitson. 

12.00 Charlie Jordan. 4.00 - 6JS0 Scot! M«s. 

Racfio 2 

r>.lj 7 DO Don Madean. 9i « Steve 
Whght it. 00 David A&vnmtch. l MOe smcr*i 

Cart"®™- ^ 

Century. 4.00 Cliff MKheknore. 4^0 Sing SoneOrng 
Skrcte. 5 DO Pam Ayres. 7.00 Hugh SejAy. A30 

Sinday Hak Hex* 9JJ0 Alan KetffrlOOORtetortm 
r Laycock-lIXM The David Jacobs C otectl oa 12JX) 

r Katrina Laskanlch. 3.00 - 4 AO Alex Lester. 

Pi « 

.cre-tc JMfC Ff.il too On Air. &00 Br«i toy's 
StfKtoy Morning. 11-00 AnW rf1h> 

12.15MUSIC Maners. lj» 

Concert 2.45 Karatan Conducts Johann Strauss. 

C^nunons. 4J0 The Year. S43 

FMi BJ» News Briafrjg. 60S 
Something Und«SkwL6^ tiT 

Sou* tar Writer. Home ^Spra^lMOTteMow 
Show. 1258 VVaatha 1 M TheVfoWjmfflWWgJw- 
1 JO Bound Wain Qua ^iOOtodW 

'V Hemlock and Altec 4.00 NbhnlOpm M 

Mrtad Ondaaiio in ConweraaflocL 5*00 

Archaeology. i2-« s^»5 

5 JO World News- &35 "F. 

WrSV D* SA7 ' “0 famm0 *** 
!SS«M - 12-M ^ F0 ' 9CaBt 
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B BA-Wy jaaggaiT 

uss. sSsSu ‘g wjgar s.o 
SRSSSf 1 '“ UpM 

NighL 5JW - 8JW Reporti. 

SSSrsIc. 1^0 The Why Wb Are 

>«»«= 2 - 3 ° m-w" 


-TT"* 


1.45 On. 3.15 


TTSAKCNDof 
wild justice, ifs 
best servedcold, 
^uid success is 
tbe best sort in 
Revenge! ; . 
(3-30pm R4). 



Ian Peacock explores the worfd of 
getting even. His fawresti g a t km 
ranges from Jacobean drama to 
author Cathy Letts (above) .. 
putting decomposmgprawiffi in 


her husband’s curtain rails. 


<97 e-99 6WHZ rMI 8l30 Z be Bek. 9J» Simon Maya 
1200 Karin & Berin g . 200 Mark Radcffita. 400 Chris 
Mcytea 5AS NewsbeaL 600 Dove Pearce. 8.00 
Lamacq Live with Mary Anns Hobbs. 1 200 The 
Breezrtrtock. 200 Cfive Warren. 400 - 6^0 Scon 
MOs. 

Radio 2 

nSe-902MHz FMj 600 Sarah Kennedy. TJO Wake Up 
to Wogart 630 Richard ASnstxx. 1200 John 
bwenua 200 Ed Stewart 605 Johnrie Watat 7 M 
Hunphrey Lytoritoa 600 Bfa Band SpedaL 630 Up 
a Lazy River with George MsBy. 930 The Rock W Re# 
Ybera. 1 <UO Mcky Homa 1200 Kaofoa lostartch. 
300- 4.00 AJexLasfflt 

IMtoa 

(302-a2 -ir.frc FM) 600 On Ak 900 Masterworfcs. 
1030 Artbt of ihe Waek. 1 100 Sound Storiee. 1200 
Composer of the Vfoeic Johannes Brrivns. 100 The 
Radk) 3 Lunchtime Concert 205 The BBC 
Orchestras. 400 Opera fci AeSon. 445 Music 
Macrine. 50« In Tine. 700 Pertormance on 3. 

More frtvn the London Symphony Orchestral 
ShosfekcMch retrospective. 635 PoGtscrtpL 1600 
Voices. 1645 Mbfrig tt- 11.30 Jazz NMes. 1200 
Composer rf the Vlfoek: Oaude Debussy: 100 • 800 
Through the Mght 
Racfio 4 

m2 y.vt FMj 600 Today, 900 News; Start foe 

yttoek. bob Serf* ABsak Goote - a Celebration. 

10.00 News; Woman's Hour. IIOO News; East End 
law 11O0 Nemess. 12.00 Navw; Ybw and Tbras. 
12J57 Weafoet l-OOTha Worid at One. 100 Round 
Britain Out. ZOO News; The ArtJierc. 215 News; 
Afternoon Play: L3e"s LiWe karaea - an imaginative 
Womaa 300 Money Box Liwa 0171 5804444.300 
RevengeL 3>4S Revenge). 400 News; The Food 
Programme. 4J0 Turning Wbrid. 500 PM. 657 
Wteathev, 600 S* O'clock News. 630 The Motion 
Show. 700 News; The Archers. 7.15 From Row. 7.45 

Sffl WWas. 800 News; Managing Ufo. aao AiWysie. 
BancaeOtimcross examines foe role and power of 
me mrittroMonal in todaYs economy. 9.00 News 
Natiw: Bees in the Desart 630 Start foe VWek. 

1000 The World TbrighL 1005 Book at Beddme: Le 
Grand MastMes. 1100 Rat8o4AppeaL 1102 
ttriyaid Blues. HOOAflfW Views. 1200 Nwo. ^ 
1230 The Late Boole A Man in FUL 15L48 Shipping 
Forecast, 100 AaWforid Service. 530 Worid News. 
i 3 S Shfopfog FweeasL 5A0 kwhore Forecast. SA5 

prayer for foe Day 5*47 -600 FenringThday. 

^^^1645- 1000 Da9y Sendee. 1200 - 1204 
itews HeadMes Shipping ForBctg. 654 -507 
Shtoptng Forecast. 1130 - 1200 Tbttey r Ffortemert. 

Radio 5 Uve 

(f m VPkrtz fAY, 600 Breakfast. 900 Mcky 
CfflTTofwU. 1200 Tha Wdday News. 100 Ruscae and 
Co. *00 Drive. 700 Nemo &dJ6 730 FamSy AWrs. 
aSb Trevor BreoMng's Monday Match. HUB Late 
paght live. 1-00 Up All Night. 500 - 600 Morrihg 
Reports. 

World Senrica Radio 

(«»k: LW) 100 Newadesk. 130 Seven Days- 1^5 
yijod. Qua and Brass. 200 Nawaday, 230 On 
Screen. 300 World News. 305 World frainess 
Report. 3.15 Spoitt Roundup. X30 The Idea of foe 
Cty4O0 - 7O0"lhe VWsrid Today. 


CHOICE 


TOE THIRD OP 
Tim Paris’s • 
pnHgfr tarring 
interval talks, 

Adultery and 
Other 
Diversions 
(8^0pm BA), deals with ghosts 
(above) and why we see them - 
Parks takes his cue from the 

of his 



post-: 


reappearance 


father a devout sceptic where 


phantoms were concerned. 


197 £-99 3M*-fc FW) 630 Zoe BaL 900 SSmon Meyo. 
1200 Kevin Greenfog. 200 Mark ReddiSa. 400 Chris 
Moytas. 505 NewsbaeL 600 Dave Pearce. BOO The 
Evening Session. 1000 Digital Update. 10.10 John 
PeeL 1200 The Braesabtodt 200 Clive Warren. 400 
-600 Scott Ms. 

^£-W2MK: FVij 600 Sarah Kennedy. 700 wake Up 
to Wfogan. 900 Retard ASrnon. 1200 John 
Inverdaie. 200 Ed Ssawart 505 Johnrie WNker. 700 
Kri-s Cfasaksri World. 200 NUN Ogdea BOO Right 
Monkey. 1000 Cole Porter Night and Day. 1000 
Nicky Home. *200 Karina Lestarich. 300 - 4.00 
Alex Lester. 

Ratfo 3 

(&C< 2-9C JMK: FLT) a 00 On Ak 900 MastBfworiffi. 

1 030 Artist of foe Week. 1 1 0O Sound Stories. 1 200 
Composer of foe Week: Brahms. 1O0 The Racfio 3 
LuichfrTie Conceit 200 The BBC Orchestras. 400 
Voices. 4 j»s Music Machine. 500 In Tuna 7.45 
Per f orm an ce on 3. Uve from the Oueerin Hal, 
^ttibugh, txxdkxdTg a season cJchanfoer rectaJa. 
Tonight, two rirtuoeoe come Bgefoer id make a 
sensatioral dux Roscoe and Donohoe perform en 
at-Russen pwgammo ful of exoOdEm, gfoer. 
melody and panache. BOO Adultery and Ofoer 
Dtversrona. 8.40 Concert, part 2. 940 Posaralpt 
1005 BBC Symphony Orchestra. 1048 Mefa Wteras. 
1130 Jazz Notes. 1200 Composer ot foe Weric 
Debussy. IOO - BOO Triough the Mgfa. 

RacSo4 

Si4-5i Bf.frC r)A 600 Today. 200 News; The 
Cfwca 930 Fkst M&1&. 905 Serial: Atetafr Cooks - 
a CetebraSon. 1QOQ News; Woman's Hour. 1100 
News; Nature: Bees in foe Desert 1130 Wonderland 
GiriL 1200 News; ibu and Yburc. 1237 Wsafoec 

1.00 The Wbrid at One. 130 Quote- Unquote. 200 
News; The Arctare. 21S The Wrong Side of the RNer. 
300 News; The Exchange: 0171 5804444,230 
Revenge!. 245 Rsvengel. 400 News; A Good Read. 
430 Shop T». 500 PM. 537 Wflelhsc 600 SN 
OXtock News. 630 Ratio Shuttfaworth. 700 News; 
Tha Archera. 7.15 Front Ppwl Mark Lawson chairs foe 
rightly ens programme. 745 Std Wafars. 800 Neus; 
File on 4. 840 In Tbuch. 900 News; Case Notes. 930 
The Choka. ia00^ The Wbrid Tonight 1045 Book el 
Beddme: la Grand Meeifrito. 1100 The Now Show. 
1130 Taikfog Pictures. 1200 News. 1230 The La® 
Book: A Maori FUL 1248 Shipping Forecast 100 
As Worid Service. S30 World NWS. 53S Shipping 
Forecast 540 Inshore forecast 545 Prayer for foe 
Dey. 547-600 farming Today. 

Radio 4 LW 

■l»Hz) 945 - 1000 Defly Service. 1200 - 1204 
Mems Headrias; Shipping Forecast 504-507 
Shipping Forecast 1130 - 1200 Tbday ri farfiamenL 

Radio 5 Uve 

p83 909XHz MW) 600 Breakfast 600 Nicky 
GampbeL 1200 The Mdday News. 1O0 Ruacoe and 
Co. 400 Drive. 700 News Extra. 730 The Tuesday 
Match. 1000 Lets Mgn Uve. 100 Up All right 500 - 

5.00 Morring Reports. 

RtofM Santoa Radio 

iTJSkH: LW) 100 Nenedesk. 130 Discovery 200 
Newsday. 230 Meridoi (Im). 300 world News. 

305 Worid Budnesa Report 3.15 Sports Rtxaxfop. 
330 One Ptanet 400 - 700 The Wbrid Today. 



ANOTHER series 
of a programme 
which is always 
tamer than it 
promises. In 
WOdbrain 

(UJOpni B4, 



right) contestants have to identify 
wiltflife noises, show off their 
knowledge erf breeding habits and 
identify wildlife-related quotations, 
as they battle to see who is the 
best naturalist in the country. 


i9r Rjii 630 Zoe BriL 900 Simon Mayo. 

1200 Kevin Greening. 200 Mark RadcMe. 400 Chris 
Moytas. 545 NewsbeeL 600 Dave Pearce. 800 The 
Ewriing Session. 1000 Movie Update with Mark 
Kermode. 10.10 John Peel. 1200 GUes Peteraon. 
200 CnveVterren. 400 -630 Scott MUs. 

RtaBea 

(SS-?;'i :wt RJ) 600 Sarah Kennedy. 730 Whke Up 
to Wtogan. 900 Rtctard ANnsoa 1200 John 
kwerdale. 200 Ed Stewart. 505 Johnrie Wafcer. 700 
Nek BarradouQh. 800 Mike Herdmg. 900 AS 
Singing, An Dancing. Al MghL 1000 Rario 2 Cfassc 
Afouns. 1030 Nicky Homa 1200 Ksmna Laskarich. 
300- 4.00 Afax Lester 
RwSoS 

(90^-SC FMi 6.00 On Ak 900 Ktasterworis. 
1030 Artlsl ol foe Week. 1 100 Sound Stores. 1200 
Composer of foe week: Brahms. IOO The Redo 3 
LuKhOme Concert 200 The BBC Orchestras. 400 
Choral Evensong. 5.00 In Tuna 730 Pertormance on 
3. Uve trom the Royal Festival Hall, ri foe presence of 
Prince Edward Joan Rodgers (soprano), BBC 
National Orchestra of ikfatosIMaifc Wlgglesworfo. 
Tippett The Ro6e Laka Strauss: Row Last Songs. 
R30 Book of foe Month. 850 Concert, part 2. 935 
Postscript 10.00 Ensemble. 104S Night Wfavea 
1130 Jm Notea 1200 Composer ol foe Week: 
Debussy. 100-600 Through foe Night 
Ratios 

#2 4-04 6MH: FMj 6.00 today 9.00 News; Midweek. 
945 Serial: ASstek Cooke - a Celebration, iboo 
News; Women's Hoik 1100 Nows: Live Luggaga 
1130 Rrtiy Bones. 12.00 News; Ybu and Vbus. 
1237 Wferahet 1.00 The Wbrid at One. 130 
WHdbrah. 200 News The Archers. 215 The Wrong 
Side oMta Rfvez. 300 News; Gamenere' Question 
Tima 330 Revenge!. 345 Revengel. 400 Neva; 
Case Notes. 430 TOnkfog AOovred. 5JH) PM. S37 
Weafoer. 600 Sri O’clock Nowa 630 Rainer 
Hersch'sAI Classical Music Explained. 700 News; 
The Archers. 7.16 Front Row. 745 SHI Waters. 8-00 
News; The Morel Maze. Mrihael Buerfc (forirs a 
defame an the moral issues behind one of foe weeks 
headfries. 900 News; CasOng foe farlh. 930 
Mtiweek. 1000 The Vlfortd TbrighL 1045 Book at 
Bedtime: Lo Grand Meeuriee. 11.00 Five Squeezy 
Pieces. 1130 Redo Shutfaworth. 1200 News. 1230 
The Late Boole A Man in FUL 1248 Shipping 
Forecast. 1.00 As World Service. 530 Wada News 
335 Shipping Forecast. 540 Inshore Forecast. 545 
Prayer tor foe Day 547 - 600 Fomirig today. 

Radio 4 LW 

d»krt:' 945 - 1000 Drty Servtco. 1200 - 1204 
News Headfrie* Shaping Forecast 504 - 537 
Shipping forecast 1130 - 1200^ Today h Parfament 

5 Uw 

m. LftV) BOO BreakfaBL ft 00 Nicky 

Campbell 1200 The Midday News 1 0O Ruscoe and 
Ca 400 Driva 700 News Extra. 730 John 
riverdele'S faotbefl NighL 1000 Uttejohn. 11.00 Lam 
Night LJva IOO Up Aft NighL 500 - 600 Morring 
Reports 

World Senrica Radio 

( 199M-C L»V) IOO Newsdesk. 130 Omnibus 200 
Newsday. 230 Menden (Books). 300 Vtorid News. 
305 World Burinees Report. 3.15 Sporfa Round^>. 
330 Qrari of Britain. 400 - 700 The Worid Today 


depressingly 
topicai. Pop! 

(Spm R4) Is a 
trilogy about the 
human capacity 
for dectruction. 

Bridget 

RoseweD (above) looks at things, 
from the South Sea Bubble to tbe 
Wan Street Crash and through to 
our own times, with the craze for 
Teletubbies and stoekmarkets 
going up and down like yo-yos. 



< ?- i-:? tV-e ' 630 Zoe Bafi. 900 Simon Mayo. 
1200 Kevin Greemng. 200 Mark Raddtfa 400 Chris 
Moyles. 545 NewsbeaL 600 Dave Pearce. BOO The 
Evening Session. 1000 Trade Update, io.no John 
PeeL 1200 Andy Kershaw 200 Clive Warren 430- 
630 Scon Mills. 

Ratfo2 

.i: ?: -'.Vj ' 600 Sarah Kennedy. 730 Wake up 

to Wbgan. 930 Richard Affinson. 1200 John 
riverdate 200 Ed S&nvart. 5.05 Johnnie Wbftet. 7.00 
Children m Need: Steve WnghL 830 Bob Harris and 
Alan Freeman. 1030 Johnnra waiter. 1200 Katrina 
Lsskamch. 330 - 4.00 Aiex Lester. 

Ihtin 1 

^ r '. 6.00 On An. 030 Masterworks. 

1030 Artel of the Week. 1130 Sound Stones 1230 
Composer of foe Week: Brahms. 1.00 The Ratio 3 
Lunchtime Concert. 230 The BBC Orchestras. 430 
Ensemble. 445 Music Mach re. 530 In Time. 730 
Pert o rmance on 3. Mere ham the London Symphony 
Orchestra's Shostakovich retrospective, conducted by 
foe composer's fnend MsSslav Rostropovich. 9.10 
FtostscrtpL 935 Chopin. 10.00 Music Restored. 10.45 
NfcfotWmes 1130 Jazz Notes. 1230 Composer of 
foe Week: Debussy. 1.00 - 6.00 Through foe raght. 
Radio 4 

• -C i -iM €*.Vj 6.00 today. 930 News; In Our 

Tmewifo Mrivyn Bragg. 930 ShoreBnes. 945 Senoi: 
AfertV Cooke - a Cei^ration 1030 News, Woman's 
How. 11 M News; Crossflig Comments. 1130 Gofvfi 
aid Saames’. Bad Apples. 1230 News; Ybu and 
Youre. 1237 Weather. 1 30 The Worid ai One 130 
Brain of Britain 1996. 200 News; The Archers. 2.15 
The tffrong Side of foe Rkrer. 3.00 News; Cafllfau and 
tows: 0171 580 4444 330 Revengel. 345 
Revenge'. 430 News; Law m Action. 430 The 
Material World. 530 PM. SSt Weather. 630 Six 
O'Ctocfc News. 630 tore and Qndy. 7.00 News: The 
Archers. 7.15 From Row. 745 StS Waiera. ft 00 
News; Popi. Economst Bridget Roeewefi presents 6 
foree-pan history of bubries, txxrms and crashes. 
830 The Week in WesSJTmsteT. 930 News; Leaang 
Edge. 930 fn Our Time with Metvyn Bragg. 1030 The 
Worid Tonight 1045 Book at Bertame: Le Grand 
Meaulnes. 1130 The Cradeys. 11.15 MacLeen: foe 
Memoraac Ybats. 1130 Yow Place or Mine?. 1230 
News. 1230 The Late Book: A Man in Full. 1248 
Slipping faracasL 130 AS Wbrid Serves. 530 Worid 
News. 535 Shippfag Forecast 540 Inshore Forecast. 
545 Prayer far foe Day. 547 - 6.00 Farming Today 
RMfift4LW 

it 945 - 1030 Daily Sendee. 1230 - 1204 
News; Srippmg. 534 - 557 Shipping Forecast 1130 
today in PariomenL 1200 • 730 Tesa ktech SpedaL 

Radla 5 Live 

e:-‘. K&hi W 6.00 BreaWast 930 Ntfry 
Carrctoal. 1230 The Midday News. 130 ftiscoe and 
Co. 430 Drive. 730 News Extra. 730 Time ol My 
Ufa 830 trade Edge. 930 Hoops. 930 Sportawp. 
1030 Late hfight Uve. 130 Up AI Night 530 - 8.00 
Momng Reports. 

World S an rioa Raiflo 

L.-.Y 130 Newsdesk. 130 Composer of foe 
Month. 230 Newsday. 230 Focus on Frith. 330 
world News. 335 Worid Burinass Report. 3.15 
Sports Rouidup. 330 As si g nm ent 430 - 7.00 The 
Worid Today. 


Choice 


TONIGHTS PLAY 
is an adaptation 
by William Boyd 
(right) of his 
TVaugh-like 
satire on 
Hollywood, The 
Destiny of Nathalie X (9pm R4). 
Maynard Eziashi plays the African 
film-maker moving through 
Hollywood John Sessions does 
his Peter Sellers bit, playing 
multiple Tinseltown characters. 



Radio 1 

. ‘m. * r 630 Zoe Ball. 930 Simon Mayo 

1230 Kevin Greening. 230 Mark RadcMfe. 430 Chro 
Moytes. 545 Newsbcat 630 P«e Tong's Essen til 
Selection. 930 Judge Jutes. 1 1 .00 Wt-^wuoO ■ Rjoo 
1 Rap Show. 230 Fobio and Groovendcr. 4.00 - 7.00 
Emma B. 

Racfio 2 

:•> X 'M-; -I." 6.00 Sarah Kennedy. 730 W>o Up 
to Wbgat 930 Richard A/lnsun 1200 John 
Inverdaie. 230 Ed Stewart 535 Des Lynam 7.00 
Hubert Gregg 730 Friday Night is Music rcghi 9.15 
Wuihemg Heights. 030 listen to the Band. 10.00 
Oiawd Jacobs. 1030 Shendan Martcy 1200 Lym 
Parcons. 4.00 - 6.00 Jackie Bird 
Radio 3 

■?.' -UK" ? ! !• 630 On Air 9.00 Masterworks. 
1030 Artist of foe Wteek. 11.00 Sound Slones 1200 
Composer of foe Week: Brahms 1.00 The Radio 3 
Lunchtime Concert 230 The BBC Orchestras 4.00 
Misk: Restored 445 Music Machine. 5.00 tn Tune 
730 Performance on a. Conductor Tidaaki Ouka 
SafrL Stravinsky- Synphorees at Wind Instruments 
Per Norgord: Bach to tho Future 8.10 A Seind Read 
830 Concert, port 2 920 Post sc ript. 9.45 Ltrc>- 
Anderson. 1030 Hear and Now. 1130 Punk Jazz. 
1230 Composer of foe Wwk: Debussy 130-630 
Through foe NighL 
Radio 4 

.■X «:» 'k: Fi- '• 830 today. 9.00 Nom. Desert 

Island Docs. 9.45 Senal; A/caair Cooko ■ a 
Cetebration. 10.00 News: Wfaman's Hour 11.00 
News; The Grea White Stoufo.1 130 Girties. 1200 
News: You and Vburs. 1237 Weather. 130 The World 
alQne. 130 Screen Tea. 230 News: The Archers 
2.15 Afternoon Ploy: Mrs Shcftesneare 330 News, 
Making History. 330 Revenge!. 245 Feedback 430 
News; Open Book. 430 The Message. 530 PM 557 
Wbafoer. 630 Sec O'Ctocfc News 630 True Lies. 7.00 
News: The Archers. 7.15 Front Row. 7.45 Still Waters. 

8.00 News; Any Questions?. 8.45 letter from 
America 930 News; Tho Friday Play. Tho Dessny ol 
NaftafeX. Witom Boyd's rase ako on Hollywood 
ie9s foe srory o4 AJncan film-makei Aurellen No's 
attempMO remake hs pnrewnng student film With 
John Sessions. 10.00 The World Tongnt 1045 Booh 
at Bedtime: Le Grand Maautoeo. 1130 late Tackle. 
1130 Notes kom foe Ditch. 1230 News. 1230 The 
Late Book. A Man in FuD. 1248 Shipping. 1.00 As 
World Service. 530 World News 535 Stopping 
Forecast 540 Inshore Forecast 545 Prayer tor foe 
[fay. 5.47 Leisure Update- 536 - 630 Weather 
Radio 4 LW 

i i D?*K ‘9.45-10.00 An Act olWonfoip. 1230- 
1234 News; Stopping. 534 -5JS7 Stoppaig 11.30 
today In PariarrfanL 1230 - 730 Test Marcn Specul 

Racfio S Live 

i.- U/i ■ 630 BreaklasL 9.00 Ncky 
Campbell. 1230 The Midday News. 130 Ruscoe and 
Co. 430 Drive. 7.00 News Extra 730 Alan Grrvn s 
SportsrighL 1030 Uda Uve. 1.00 Up A9 N<oht. 

5.00 - 6.00 Morning Reports. 

World Service Radio 

1 . 1 » Hr 1*1 130 Newsdesk. 1 30 To Bo Continued 
145 Pc 2ms by Post 230 Nswsday 2.30 People and 
Politics. 330 Wbrid News. 3.05 Business 3.15 Sport 
330 ScxmCe. 4.00 Newsdesk. 430 Weekend. 530 
Newsday. 530 Outlook. 535 - 6-00 Spotlight 
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THURSDAY TELEVISION 


BBCl 


BBC 2 


ITV Granada 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


ITV/Regions 


&00 Business Breakfast (17426) 74M 
News (7) (87600) 9.00 Kfroy (S)fB 
(848T155) 940 Styte Challenge (S) 
(9383806). 1035 City Hospital (S)fl) 
(9437819). KX55 News (T) (9280703) 
1100 Real Rooms (S) (9290180) 4125 
Cant Cook, Wont Cook (S)(T) 0200567). 
tiS5 News (T) (9662762) 124)0 Pass 
tte Buck (S) (4838277). 1225 Going for 
a Song (S) (4W4S84) 1230 Weather 
Show (Sim 06516136). 100 News (T) 
(60967). 130 News (73260838). 140 
Neighbours (T) (67709155). 24)5 tronade 
(9032345)235 Wipeout (S) (22328381 

335 Children’s BBC: Playdays (6981722). 
2L45 Fireman Sam (R) (8474616). 335 
Rugrats (R)(S)(T) (2319616) 430 Mr 
Wyrrt (S)m (4550371) 435 Smart 
(7764635) 54X) Newsround (S)(T) 
(4495345) 540 Byker Grove (5637244 

535 Neighbours (S)(T) (146141). 

64)0 News; Weather (T) (703) 

6.30 Regional News (T) 055) 

TOO Watchdo g (S)(T) (1345) 

7-30 EastEnders (S)(T) (567) 

84K) Animal Hospital (S)(T) (4204 

830 The Zoo Keepers (S)(T) (6600) 

94)0 News; Weather (T) (9724 

9-30 DInnerfacBes. Victoria Wtoodfc new 
comedy continues as the canteen 
workers prepare for a royal visit by the 
Duke of Danby (S)(T) (29513) 

KLOO They TNnk It’s All Over. Comedy 
sports qiiz (S)(T) (87093) 

1030 Cfive Anderson AB Talk (90513) 

tl.00 Question Time (S](T) (403613) 

124)5 Offil She Says She's Innocent 

(1931) Katey Sagal carrt befieve her 
daught er cotid be involved in a kffing 
(S)(T) (4767575) 

135 Joins BBC News 24 (7357986) 

To 6am. 



&I0 Cosmic Recycling (3994242)635 
Cutfeig Edge of Protrass (9869345) 
TOO Garden FaWes (5615616) 74)5 
Tetetubbies (8426258) T30 Tom and 
Jerry Kids (2155797) 735 Sue Peter 
(5520987) 8A0 Robinson Sucroe 
(9113434 8*45 Just So Stories 
(6835830) 8L55 Garden Fairies 
(5324109) 94)0 Job Bank (S) {7352884) 
9 40 Befe f Fte (5810258) 930 VWach 
(8477277) 9u45 Come Outside 
(8465434 1000 Tetetubbles (46814 
1030 Storytime @003258) 10*5 The 
Experimenter (9763797) fL05 Space 
Ark (9470277) 1U5 Zg Zag (9624BS) 
TL35 Ufesahoai (1150987) 124)0 Jab 
Bank (3656838) 1240 Englsh Fte 

(302V132) 12-30 Working Lunch (10819) 
100 Just So Stories (98183093) 140 
Sophie Grigsorfe Herbs (S) (43090093) 
145 Htetory Hour (R)(S) (135884). 245 
Match of Their Day (70719161)2^40 
News (7051254 2-45 Westminster 
(5890155) 335 News (7797635) 3410 
Gardeners' World (R)(S)(T) (161) 400 
Change That (T) (3458068)435 Ready, 
Steady Cook (345T155) 4J55 Lowri 
g399528)530TbdsyfetheDey(432) 

64)0 Star Trek: Deep Space Kne. Sd- 

fi drama series (S)(T) (550434 

6-45 Sfidars-Sd-fi series (S)(T) {866894 

730 First sight (109) 

84K) Edge of Blue Heaven. Benedka 
ABen ends his Mongolian trek (S)fT) 
(6635) 

8-30 Top Gear (S){T) (4244 

94)0 Third Rock from the Sun. Aien 

sitcom (S)(T) (684548) 

935 fa«IUW^ Science at War. 

Documentary which traces the horrifying 
development of biotogbal warfare See 
Choice, betaw (S)(T} (435971) 

1045 Vintners’ Tales with Janets 
Robinson <S)(T) (870703) 

1030 Newmdght (T) (10265) 1145 Late 
Review (S) (890548) 124)0 Despatch 
Bobc (S) C26338) 1230 Leamhg Zone 
(18392556) To 630am. 


THURSDATC^ablCE \ : 

THE SECOND part of Setenqe at. Iter 
<923gm BBC2, corns the use of bio- 
logical weapons .lUs grim way of wagmg 
war was first developed 60yearsago by fee 
Japanese based in Ftogbn, fiorttaoii CEtin&r 

Tbp sri ent feta nnrfgr Mfyxr Shim Tshfl 

shockingly tried otdthdrexperiQNsitsrxi 


rar does not end fterei After ctefeatii^ttie 
Japanese is L945»fte Americans gave the 
imprisoned scientists inanunity in 
exchange fin- thiear bioio^cal warfare 
secrets: ReatpoStik at its most cynical, • 


64)0 carrv (9907567) 9-25 Trisha (S)(T) 
(4274664) 1045 TWs Morning (T) 
(304987) 1245 Granada News (7) 
(3559971) 12-30 News (T ) (4569 5) 
14)0 Home and Away (T) (39770567) 
125 The Jerry Springer Show (S)(T) 
(7037104 240 Emmerdale (R)(S)(T) 
(39142646) 2-40 Dale's Supermarket 
Sweep (S)(T) (2221722) 340 News 
Heatfines (7) (2754345) 

330 Children 1 * ITV: Wizadpra (R) 

(7B53042) 3-30 Kipper (S) (7044426) 
3-*5 The Adventures of Paddington 
Bear (S) (8396884) 335 Cow and 
Crtcken £2313432) 445 Hey Amok* 
(S)m (9188345) 4-40 Worst Witeh (7) 
(9059093) 540 Home and Away (S)(T) 
(4621548) 5^40 News (D (388068) 

| 5-55 Granada Tonight (7) (5574451) 

7.00 EinmardaJe. Roy sets off on a 
mission of vengeance (S)(T) (3518) 

740 We Can Work It Out. Consumer 
magazine show (635) 

&QO IfleftMl Barrymore's Strike It 
Rich. Game show (S}(7) (5161) 

8.30 Police, Camera, Action! Aiaistair 
Stewart takes us on a hair-raising ride to 
demonstrate just how reckless cfovere 
can be on the roads (S)(T) (8068) 

94K> Picking up the Pieces. B8 and 

Caroline are both to be Interviewed for 
the Job of ambulance station bos& He's 
in first and, white hefc there, Carofrie 
gets a chance to shine (S)(T) (7D93) 

104)0 News; Weather (T) (72161) 

1030 Granada News (T) (870906) 

10.40 Master Class (730548) t140 

Granada Ctessta Matches (538890) 
1240 Barmy Army Game Show 
(7363339) 12*40 Highlander (R) 
(2977117) 135 Pirate TV (5231020) 
24)5 ITV at the Fleadh (9719223) 3.00 
Bex Office America (R) £52677285) 
335 Haunted Fuhtank (52689020) 
330 Motor Sport (30343001) 445 ITV 
Nghtscraen (1314240) 530 Morning 
News (14594) To 6am. 


gmmSm 


TOO The Big Breakfast (SKI) ©3838) 
94K) Channel 4 Schoo ls (205155) H3Q 
Powerhouse (7) (7797) 124)0 Sesame 
Street (79CK) 124)0 1 Dream of Jeannie 
(B) fT) (456 77) 100 Jud^ Joe Brown 
(T) (60797) 130 Hobday Romance (R) 
(S7809108) 

155 Siege at Red Hhrer (19£4) 

Van Johnson stars as a Confederate agent 

in Iris CM WarttamarT) (94509703) 

3-30 Collectors* Lot (T) (529) 44K) 

Fifteen to One (T) (364) 4JJ0 
Countdown (S)(T) (7758074) 4^5 fficki 
Lake (S)(T) (5211797) 

*30 Pet Rescue Roadshow (T) (60CQ. 

' 6.00 Roseanne (R)(T) (513) 

I 6^0 Hotfyoaks (T) (203) 

TOO News; Weather (S)(T) (214068) 

T5Q TaBdng Heads 0) @03546) 

aoo The Kafian Kttcben (370^ 

8-30 Personal Sendees. A tot* at the 
work of Veronica Doyle, who for 40 
years has cared tor other people's 
babies (T) (2838) 

9.00 The Body Story: Journey round the 

human body continuas with the story of , 
what ha^xns when a 25-yeai^old singer 
comes into contast with the common fto 
virus (T) (2432$. 

930 Dis pa t ches . Canal affairs (TJ (18451) 

10JJ0 BHfl Dream Lover {1994) 

Architect James Spader subjects his 
wife Madchen Airick of misatef (6664) 

12.00 Dispatches Discussion (T) 

(5626138) 12.45 For th8 Love of Faith 
(932566) 1A5 Wss Kiss Bang Bang 
CRJ(D (W928^) 2-35 The Twfight Zone 
(2578556) 

2*55 Id HA! Waati (1995) Powerful portrait 
of post-Aparthekj Africa. (878^014) 

5^5 Right to Reply (R)(T) (3291038) &55 
Sesame Street (S) (3906407) To 7am. 


Satellite & cable 


64K) 5 News and Sport (S) (2700432) 
74K) WkteWOrW (R)(Sjm (6473109) 

730 MScshakei (S) (8214221). 7^5 
Wimzies House (R)(S) (1987345) 8-00 
Hava kazoo (R)(S) (SPOSSn B30 
Dapoiedown Farm (2879258) WO The 
Antiques Hunter (R)(S)(7) (»9383$- 

9-30 Fbsseil Grants Postcards (R) 

(7400744) 10 JHO 

Sunset Beach (S)(7) (2303451) 1«? 
Leeza (R)(S) (9325616) 12JKJ 5 News 
at Noon (S)(T) (2873074) 1ST30 FamHy 
Affairs (S)(T) (78312*2) 14>0 The Bokf 
and the Beauttfif (S)(T) (6465160) 1JO 
Sons and Daughters (7630513) 2-00 
100 Per Cent GoW (S) (5955426) 2-30 
Good Afternoon (S) (6440109) 

aailfti Deadly Encounter (1972) 
Larry Haoman took a dev oft Oa«w 
to shoot mis high-speed hehcopter chase 
tete-movie (7) (9454187) 

5u20 The Roseanne Show (8291267) 

6A0 400 Per Cent (S) (5526390) 

6-30 Pamfly Affairs (S)(T) (5444342) 

TOO 5 News (S)(T) (5959242). j 

T30 WDd World. wacffifB documentary 1 
which looks at the monkey sanctuary in 
Cornwall (S)(T) (5440426) 

SUM) Wing and a Prayer. Courtroom 

drama series. Arlington and Yasmin now 
take on a sensitive case (R) (9371890) 

940 Desperado: Badlands 

Justice (1969) Continuing the 
adventures of fron tier-toner Alex 
McArthur. Its a gdtd mine saga, based 
on a story by Elmore Leonard. With 
James Storing (T) (81290093) 

10.50 Sax and Shopping. Series offering 
afl - and possibly more - than anybody 
cck&J want to know about the world- 
wide pom trade. (S) (7667141) 

■fi-25 The Jack Docherty Show (S) 

©909258) 12-00 Uva and Dangerous 
(S) (2516391) 12.40 Live and 
Dangerous (S) (85408391) 4*40 
Prisoner CeB Block H (2752933) 5.30 
100 Per Cent (R)(T) (1603914) lb 6am 
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Friday Television 


BBCl 


BBC 2 


ITV Granada 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


ITV/Regions 


600 Busfetess Breakfast (77575) TOO 
News (T) (47759) 900 K3ny (S)(T) 
(8454827) MO Styte ChaJenge (S) 
(9297778) *105 City Hospital (S)(T) 
(4329662) W^O Children in Need - the 
Changing Rooms Chalenge (S)(T) 
(9105204) 1035 News (T) (3B4575) 
1100 Real Rooms (S) (9194952) 1125 
Cant Cook. Wtarft Cook (S)(T) (9XJ4339) 
1155 News (T) (B9T10At) 12J» Psbs 
the Buck (S) (4732049) ttas Going for 
a Song (S) (4711556) 12S0 The Weather 
Show (S)(T) (85865440) 100 News (T) 
(40846) 130 Regional News (731573X3) 
140 Neighbours (S)(T) (B7776827) 

2-05 Chkfren in Need (S)(T) (17643440) 
2^5 tonstoe (R) (9949681) 345 The 
Weather Show (5)0) (2655020) 

3-25 ChBdrenfe BBC: Playdays (R)(S) 
(6885594)3^45 Bananaman (R) 
(8387136) 3L50 The Al-New Popeye 
Show (R)(T) (3441778) 3^5 Dear Mr 
Barker (SH7038865) 440 Ace Nfentua: 
Pet Detective (S)(T) (9098778) 4^5 
Record Breakers (S}(T) (7668407) 5-00 
Newsround (S)(T) (4399117) 540 Blue 
Peter (S)(T) (5604914) 

5J5 Neighbours (S)(T) (672488) 

6410 News; Weather (7) (223) 

6-30 Regional News (T) (575) 

TOO ChBdren hi Need. Chequebooks and 
credt cards tA the ready as Terry Wbgan 
and Gaby Rosin launch another round of 
the annual fund-raising marathon The 
Spice Girts get the evening off to a flying 
start with their new single, conf usi ngly 
titled Goodbye <S)(T) (8391) 

730 ChBdren n Need. Local (696049) 

7.40 ChHcken In N oo d. More find-raising 
fun (S) (878285) 

9J00 News; Weather (T) (431C) 

9-30 ChBdren hi Need. Terry and Gaby 
return with the second stage of the ftjkf- 
raising marathon (S)(T) (8976377®. 

1135 ChBdren in Need (362914) 1200 
Chfldren m Need (261976) U55 Joins 
BBC News 24 (38354711) To 7am. 



6-33 Jets and Rack Holes (T) (J97B3tl7) 
TOO Hairy Jeremy (H)(S) (551948® 
T05 TetetLbWes (S) (2313730) T30 
Tom and Jerry Kids (S) (2122468) T55 
Smart (S)(T) (54247^) 8^0 Robinson 
Sucroe (9017204) 8-45 Johnson aid 
Friends (6722310) 8^5 Hairy Jeremy 

(R) (S) (5211681) 900 Starybme (S) 
(7329556) 940 See \bu. See Me 
(5707730) aao Watch (S) (B371049) 
9-45 Come Outside (S) (8369204) 
1000 Tetetubbies (S) (93440) 1030 
Megamaths (9740846) 1050 Look aid 
Read (S) (97533X3) IUO Lancfrnarfcs 

(S) (D (9692556) 1130 Englsh Hie (S) 
(3907) CLOO Testament (S)(T) (48827) 
1230 Working Lunch (6W4Q) 100 
Johnson and Friends (S) (98087865) 

140 Sophie Grigeanb Herbs (S) 
(43994865) U5 The History Hour (R)(S) 
(079575) 245 The Art (S) (50288730) 
2.20 Racrig from Ascot (S) (821391) 
4JJO Change That (S)(T) (3418440) 
4-25 Ready. Steady. Cook (S)(T) 
(3428827) 4-55 Lowri (5286001) 

5- 30 Cricket -the Ashes- Test HgWghts 

from Brisbane (S)(T) (95Q. 

6- 00 The Shnpsons (R)(S)(T) (987223) 
&25 Robot Ware (S)(T) 0629VQ. 

655 Tbp of the Pops (S)(7) (477372) 

T30 Bookworm (S)(T) (371) 

8j 00 Wldermn Waks (S)(T) (5681) 

8- 30 Gardening Nefghbotn (S)(T) (148^. 

9- 00 B tac fcadder Goes Forth. Bteckadder 

decides to feign madness to avoid going 
over the top (R)(S)(T) (2952) 

9-30 O ood n e oo Gracio us M e. Asia n 
comedy dtetch show (S)m (87204) 

*W)0 Have I Got News for You. Series! 
quiz show (S) (49558) 

10-30 Mewsnig h t (T) (195469) tU5 Stefa 
street (S)(T) (853681) 1130 Later with 
JooteHdtend (S) tX»Z7) 12L30 
Comedy Nation (S) (90660) 100 Cafe 
21 (S) (8201605) 135 Ctose 3u00 
Leamtog Zone (^353) To 5am. 


Friday choice 

FRITZ LANG’S stim|y 'war film. An 
American Craerrifia in fee Philippines 
(L35pzn C4), is based on fee reaHife deeds ] 
of US Navy lieutenant. ID Rldbardson 
during fee. Second WtHid Wan A tyjrical]y 
heroic TVrone Power plays the American 
sailor from, apypreefeed torpedo boat who 
help&raHy guerrillaa to ^htfee 
occupying Japanese.*: The domsy fitie 
of -this mende was- later changed to 
I ShoU Return after General Douglas 
MacArtlnir J sii!nnou& declaration on losmg- 
at Ba taan 


6 j 00 GMTV (9801339) 9^5 Trisha (S)0) 
(8579876) 1045 This Morning (T) 
(775778) 1245 Granada News (T) 
(3526643) 12JO News (T) (94594) 100 
Home and Awy (S)(T) (306W339) 125 
Jerry Springer Show (S)(T) (7934681) 
240 Errmerdefle (Pi)(S)(T) (6344786^ 
2^40 Shortiand Street (S) (2125594) 340 
News HaacSnes (T) (2658T17) 

3 30 CMdkenfe mfc Wtzadcra (R) 

(7B209XQ. 3m 10 Arohfoald the Koala (S) 
(7DTt19e5. 3^45 The Adventures of 
Captaki Pugwaah (8) C22HO20) 4 j 05 
Bemartfe Which (453184Q. 4^0 Fun 
House (S){T) (344931^. 4^0 top Ten of 
Everything £141643) 540 Home and 
Away (4518020) 5^0 News (T) (824914) 


Tbnlgfit (T) (5478223) 


TOO Bruce's Price Is Right. Game show 
with Bruce Forsyth (S)(T) (5989) 

T30 Coronation Street The Street 
mourns the toss of a favourite son. Ben 
decides that Zbe is ready to enter the 
inner sanctun (T) (827) 

84)0 The BB. An old flame poses a tough 
cBemma for Beech, and he, in turn, poses 
an equally dffloft cBemma for Daly (T) 
(2827) 


Britain’s Most Wanted. Crime 
appeals pr ogdi rme with reconstructions 
and features on BrttalnS most wanted 
criminals (S)(T) (5391) 

News; Weather (TJ (633*9. 


(T) (218469) 


1040 FrUmr fBghrs AB Wright, Chat 

show with fan WHg^t and ffjests Capricei 
Sheryl Crow AI Saints and tarth heeler 
Seen Drury (S) (222953. 

1130 NWA (2677^124)0 Fumy Gils - 

Serious Bushess £0599) 12J0 Gods 
Gift (S)(T) (93402) 130 C*J*§>V1stcn (S) 
(W»6) 245 Wbrid Fbotbal (14841) 
2^45 seaQuest DSV (R}(S) (5893470 
3-40 Trisha (Ft)(S)(T) (16411129. 4J» 
Cybernet (R)(S) P2700S18) 4J50 ITV 
ffightscreen (714015C). 5J0 News 
(2^^. To 6am. 



7j00 The Big Breakfast (S)(T) (3046^. 
9L00 Channel 4 Schools (756136) 1130 
Herek One I Made Barter (R)(S)(T) (5285) 
124M Sesame Street (8822^ 12^0 1 
Dream of Jeamte (F)(1) (9206) tDO 
Judge Joe Brown (T) (597T846) 

135 IH;iHlK4 An American Quen ■■ 

In the PMpp iu es (1950) Tyrone 
Power stare in this noisy wartime action. 
See Choice, betow (T) (82909827) 


: 330 C oBcct or s 1 Lot (T) (579) 44)0 Fifteen 
to One (S)(T) ^66) 430 Catntdcwn 
(7652846) 435 fficki Lake (528846&0 

530 Pet Rescue Roadshow (T) (420) 

64M TFI Friday (S) (77827) 

TOO News; Weather (S)(T) (489117) 

7.55 The Political Slot (942730) 

84M Garden Doctors. Experts transform a 
garden fora man wtio Is recovering from 
meningitis (T) (7049) 

830 Broolaride (T) (6556) 

B4M Friends. RacheBs reaction to Rossk 
engagement is drastic (T) (7020) 

930 Strecdanate. DavirtaMcCaB plays 

Cupid for single peo ple to Mto dlesbrough 
and Newquay (S)(T) (72372) 

moo Frasier (R)(S)(T) (67952) 

1030 Eurotrash (S)(T) (475117) tLOS Harry 
« (S)(T) (6962220 «35 TFI Friday 
(S){T) (420040) 

12AQ Bga I LBoe R Bke That (1994) 

Lajren VSez has to take control after her 
shiftless husband is arrested (T) (69W0g. 

2-40 BH5I Kiss Them for Ale (19S7)A 
trfa of Navy fliers go on leave In San 
Francisco. Starring Cary Grant (B04315) 

430 Fugitive Love (92648131) 435 
Infomercial (15793957) 4^40 Home to 
Roost (1296570) 545 Home to Roost 
(86957)5^5 Stint Dawgs (8785806) 
io 6am. 


SATELLITE & CABLE 


6-00 5 News and Sport (3604204) TOO 
WkfeWfarid (6360681) 730 Mkshake! 
(7563533) Z35 WimzKfe House (1881117) 
830 Hatekazoo (27W750) 830 
Dappiedown Farm (276673C?. 94)0 Ftoyd 
Uncorked (7893198) 935 Russell Grants 
Postcards (444S694) 930 Oprah 
(1604907) 1030 Sunset Beach 
£207223) 1140 Leaza (9229488) 12-00 
5 News at Norm (2777846) 1230 R?mfly 
Affaire (7608914) lOO The Bold and the 
Beautlfii (6369952) 130 Sons and 
Daughters (7607285) 24)0 100 Per Cent 
Gold (5922198) 230 Good Afternoon 
(B337B81) 

330 UMl lOssmg Mrmida. Salesman 
Larry Pofodocter has an affcw with his 
bo ss' daughte r In this mmantic comedy 
(T) (375939?) 

530 The Roseanne Show (7540579) 

BOO fOO Per Cent (S) (542066^ 

630 FamBy Affairs (S)(T) ^411914) 

TOO 5 News (S)fT) (59269W) 

730 F ro st ny on Friday (S) (54T7198) 

800 Fort Bayard. Fast-movfog action 

adventure game show (S)(T) (9275682) 

900 tilM l Once Ybu Meet a stranger 

((99C9- Jacquefne Ssset stare In this 
reworking of Htehcockls dassiettrter 
Strangers on a Train ^)(T) (7961687Q. 

TWO The People vs Jerry Sadouritz. 

Unusual talk show (S) (7366117) 

1440 laiVll American Bo yfrien d s 

(1989) Margaret Langrick stare as a 
Canacfan grl in Cafifomia (AI3219E9. 

14)0 OQSI The Road Home (198^. 

Adam Horowitz stars as a teenier In this 
social melodrama. (2229&9S) 

34)5 GMI Spare the Rod (1961) Max 
Bygraves stare as m idealstk: teacho- in a 

tough London school (4821624) 

4-40 Prisoner? Cell Block H (272960a 
530 100 Per Cent (5) (1670686) To 6am 
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BBCl 

“SsrW 

fc S5"^MOy»5SBSm 

Real Rooms (S) 00630361 tL25 

W ° rft CoQl1 Wf*) 02661231 
«»55 News m C75S7938V lioo 

a Song (S) KHT^oTlsSoVySS^ 
S to w (S)fT) 0891671$ loo News m 
Regional News (73226494) 
J^®^g*O^(S)0) 078386H) 205 

JS® 1 * BBCz Playtlays (695467$ 
W<S)fT) (8449920) 

Jff.S'ffK?® (239294$ 
iS*"** bland ®)m 0150562). 

«5 H Never Vtork (S)(T) (7720291). 
&00 Newsrouid (S)(T) (4451901) 540 
Byker Grove (S)(T) 077309$ 

5^5 Neighbours (S)(T) (256543) 

. ' 6-00 News; Weather (T) 091) 

630 Regional News (T) (543) 

Z0° C^ebrfty Ready, Steady, Cook. 

Cukiary chalenge (S)(T) pB5) 

T30 EastEnders (S)(T) (727) 
aim Holiday (S)(T) (7833) 

&30 Mysteries with Carol Vtorderman. 

Re^fife mystery stories (S)(T) (5340) 

930 News; Weather (T) (2630) 

9b30 fdlli’iM Clear and Present 

Danger (1994) Harrison Ftrt stars as 
CtA agent Jack Ryan, stalking the 
corridors of power arid drug barons in 
this action tfrfler (S)fT) 06313630) 

hL45 The Corrs at the Co mmo nwealth 

Rock show (S) (981727) 

1220 GMi Let R Ride (1990) Gambler 
Richard Drayfuss gets a tip about a sura 
thing. Racetrack comedy (S) (4892215) 

ISO Joins BBC News 24 (30889741) 

To 6am. 


Tuesday Television 


BBC2 




«JO Open university (3335098) TOO 
The Little Polar Bear (5671Z72) T05 
Tetetubbies (S) (2462314) 730 Tom and 
Jerry Kids (S) (2284253) X55 Blue 
Peter 0586543) $20 Robinson Sucroe 
0186388) &45 Oakie Date (6891494) 
8*55 Little Polar Bear (5380765) 9*00 

Franca 2000 048134$ 940 Working ft 
Out (5876814) 930 Ciemenfrie 
0433833) &45 Nuntoerlime 043838$ 

KLOO Tetetubbies (S) (59943) 1030 

Watoh (S) (3069814) *L4S Science 
Zone (5) (9892253) 1105 Space Ark 
P436833) ttiS Megamaths 07536T1) 
«35 wach (7013727) H5Q Hstory 
Fie (7023104) 1240 Higher Sti 
(S) (3094384 12-30 Working Lunch 
(67272) «W Oakie DofCS (98S6949) 
140 SophiB Grigsoffe Herts (4306394$ 
145 The History Hour (R)(S) (767982) 
245 Match of Their Day (S) (70782017) 
2j40 News (7017814) 2-45 Westminster 
(S)(T) (5929611) 3J15 News (7703291) 
330 Gardeners’ World (R)(S)(T) 049) 
44» Change That (R)(S)(T) (3587524) 
435 Ready; Steady; Cook (S)(T) 
(3580611) 4*55 town (S)(T) (5355185) 
530 Todays the Day (S)(T) (92D) 

6*00 Fresh Prince of Bel Ah 049630) 

&20 Heartbreak High (S)(T) (509104) 

740 The O Zone (R)(S) (749524) 


740 Rem the Edge (S)(T) 

8*00 University Challenge (S)(T) 0475) 

&-30 DeStfs How to Cook (S)(T) (4982) 

9j00 Back to the Floes. After 20 years 
behind a desk, a rndti-mfionaire house 
bidder returns to the arty end of Ws 
business - the bidding site (S)(T) (3712) 

830 Modem Times. Profile of two minders 
assigned to protect the foreign joumaEsts 
who visit Baghdad (S}(7) (580272) 

*L20 Wrappers (S) (704727) 

1030 N o w ani ght (T) (779524) t!45 SdnMd 
(S)(T) (537185) 1140 Larry Sanders 
Show (S)(T) (849727) 1230 Despatch 
Box (S) (79031) 1230 Leaning Zone 
("B421012) To 610am. 


ITV Granada 


630 GUTV (9963123) B25 Trisha (S)(T) 
(1620140) 1045 This Morning (T) 
(314369) 1245 Granada News (T) 
(3695727) 1230 News CH 01098) 
-LOO Home and Away (T) (3973612$. 
125 Jerry Springer Show (7093765) 
240 Coronation Street (R)CT) 
(3659812$ 2140 Supermarket Sweep 
(S](T) (229467$ 340 News 07TO9O1) 

3-20 Children's ITV: Wizadora (R) 

(7799096) 330 The Singing Kettle (S) 
(7173982) 3*45 Wotves, Witches and 
Giants (S) (8425340) 335 Zzzapl (S) 
(2386388) 445 Jumanji (T) (9144901) 
440 Out of Sight (S)(T) (9022949) 
540 Home and Away (S)(T) (4687104) 
5.40 News; Weather (7) (431307) 

5-55 Granada Tonight (T) (5547307) 

TOO Emmerdale (S)(T) (3253) 

730 The Mat (T) (123) 

84)10 The BB. Rawton resolves to find out 
how a video of a chid giving evidence 
ended up in a sex dub (T) (3475) 

94>0 Grafters. Joe and Trevor are back in 
Newcastle to see their grandfather. The 
old man sinks towards death, but the 
brothers row on and declare that their 
working partnership is over (S)(T) (3611) 

10.00 News; Weather (T) (39901) 

10.30 Granada News (T) (892524) 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


ITV/Regions 


10*40 


CHOICE 


Bram Stoker's Dracufas 
Seductive version of the vampire 
with Gary Oldman as the 
jtnn DracUa. With Winona 
, below (S)(T) 


Ryder. See 1 
(4679334$ 


■LOO The Haunted Ffshtank (65429) 
130 Planet Rock Profiles (S) (37760) 
230 Motor Sport (7470$ 


2-30 HIM The Black Rider (1954) 
Jimmy Hanley tracks down missing 
agents in this tacky crime yam 0682321) 

3415 Nationwide Football League 
Extra 010738$ 4410 Mghtscreen 
(22654) 5430 News (74586) To 6am. 


6410 Scsa mo Street (19494) 730 The Big 
Breakfast (S)(T) (56340) 94X2 Schools 
(T) 016611) 1130 ftjWBftxxise (T) (6833) 
1200 Sesame Street (T) (36814) 1230 
1 Dream of Jeanraa(R)(n 02340) 100 
Judge Joe Brown (T) 06727) t30 The 

Three Stooges (T) (4338109$ 

150 ■aHi'il The Bride Came C.O.D. 

(S4i) pilot James Cagney is stuck in the 
desert with spoil heiress Bette Davis. 
The awfience is stuck with two top-rank 
stars mugging their way through a less- 
tharvhtenous script (T) 0455734$ 

230 Colteotors* Lot (T) 007) 4J00 
Fifteen to One (T) (524) 430 
Countdown (S)(T) (771463$ 435 Ricki 
Lake (S)(T) 034025$ 

530 Pet Rescue Roadshow (38$ 

64)0 Harry HU (T) 001) 

630 King of tha HB (R)(S)(T) (25$ 

74)0 N ews ; Weather (S)(T) (46112$ 

7.55 Talking Heads (T) 03318$ 

8.00 BrooksMe (S)(T) (425$ 

830 Driven. Motor magazine (S)(T) (967$ 

9u00 Cutting Edge. Nine hundred baby 
boys were bom on 14 November, 1948 
One was Prince Charles. What 
happened to the 899 who codd never 
hope to become the king? (T) (125$ 

104H) Young Person's Guide to 

Becoming a Rock Star. After her 
splencfid bout of naked guitar-playng, 
Fiona is recruited to the band. Kirsty 
Mark guests (T) (271272) 

KL45 Friends. The gang meets Monica s 
new boyfriend (R)(T) (382861) 

1145 Kiss Kiss Bang Bang (X) (10754$ 
124)0 The Bank, the President and the 
Peari of Africa (S)(T) (68654) 14X) Joe 
Pubfc (R) (162787$ L45 Homicide: Life 
on the Street (R)(S)(T) 04990$ 2L45 
Witness (T) 024830) 3^10 The 
ImmortaJ Zugzwang (R) (3049096$ 
44)0 Schools (T) (5258$ To 6am. 


64)0 5 News and Sport (S) (277338$ 
TOO WrdeWwtt (R)(S) (643976$ 730 
Milkshake! (S) (6119497) 735 What-a- 
Mess (1943901) 84K) Havakazoo (R)(S) 

(283654$ 830 Oapptedown Fann 
(28358*4) 94)0 The Great Garden 
Game <R)(S)(T) (775598$ 935 Russefl 
Grant's Postcards (4518678) 930 Oprah 
(4755271) 10.20 Sunset Beach (SJ(T) 
(2375307) tUO Leeza (R)(S) (9381272) 
124)0 5 News (S)C Q (28396 30) 1230 
Family Affairs (S)(T) (77770M) 14)0 
Pgiri and the BeaufifiJ (S)( T) (6438 036) 
130 Sens and Daughters (7776369) 

24)0 100 Per Cent Gold (S) 0084982) 
230 Good Afternoon (S) (6406765) 

330 lail.'ii Resting Place (1986) 

Army officer John Lithgow has trouble 
securing a burial plot tor a black Vietnam 
War hero m an aH -white Georgia 
cemetery 0800663) 

530 The Rosoanno Show (8466553) 

64)0 IOO Par Cant (S) 059974$ 

630 Fondly Affairs (S)(T) (558009$ 

TOO 5 Naws iSKT) (5095098) 

730 WHd World. Wdd&fe documentary 
which looks at the plight of the orang- 
irian in Borneo (S)fP (5579982) 

84)0 Are You Being Chested? Chartotte 
Hudson travels to Barnstaple to uncover 
market traders seffing counterfeit goods 
tSirn (5004M6) 

830 Whet’s the Story? (S) (5083253) 

94)0 Mallei DNA (1997). Sci-fi adventure 
set m Borneo in which an expedition to 
excavate some bones of an andont 
beast is infiltrated by an evil geneticist 
(S)(T) (8126394$ 

1030 Tlw Jack Dochsrty Show. Lale- 
night Chat (8) 0266611) 

1130 The Stroots of San Francisco 

(R)(T) (3144494V 1230 Live and 
Dangerous (S) (5838230$ 335 Asian 
Football Show (3923321) 430 Prisoner 
Cell Block H (289678$ 530 100 Per 
Cent (R)(S) (173247$ To 6am 



■ : Tuesday Choice . . 

1 DOES ANYONE do seductive evil better 
thaw (Tnry Oldman? One of onr. finest 
exjrartsfoHcflywtoodobvk^^ 

Toie a i. the T5tfi-cenfiiry Count Dracula 
who is forced to survive on other people’s 
idood for afi etenrily and is: confrcot^ 
. bi:- ids: ;0ld- adversary^ ¥an HeJsmg 
in Bram. Stokers 
Dracnte (10-40pni ITV, left .) . Director 
jErauids Ited Cpppola invests fins new 
TOcston efaiL stury w fth a real 

; sense eff styie, and^ the fflm dKaredfer 
seo$»ed an. Oscar ftn- costume design. 
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mC3«a 1 tJOWBdS«Rh(WnSM UOQlyonfi™ 
« 8 n[Mm^si 0 8>4n(we)poG3EBa4^5- 
UW APnonriJDunmMA wnhSaxiMaTTiaisA 
4nwenUMn(3DIM9 

Sky Om 

uoshym (MSS IS Chnt Bm jam km 
H owwad Squm (an* uo auftyi |M4ag. y 
S«fc J— » r^i—l pzaon tLOOOpr«H KgB31 
UMOiikEmicxigee&UMDayariOvUH 

35h ' 


, PM Ow Uua 

pDpiM&VJiwMir^ainuo 

JnwJkmc tOOlTtn *OB OIM «aOZl SjOO SOT 
1l*:DMpSpinNk«P«84SdlMnlMlrfllO* 
ital pnnSM OavnlUin POQ XBOTIaaiO 
■ora (70* UO Hui TV (tB» MO SpMd DS4P. 
mbcwissmo Uwipi uasw 
■StUnomafiMS fiao Omankan MM 
HM te Uc oaw sp«i mi (mss isao 
(HW) OO . UM Ung (Ceos). 

■1 Sports 1 

Cartro PVBSM W5 Vital 6233m 
US Bnch Vhluybal ezwa BJS Cum 
UD ndnit Nm (773071 «J» MnMW 

UBRutiiiLniu(i)iinwnra 

|Un Opon (M94 H** «« WnUmrinae^l 
p nmUa ( 7 . » All F onau Mamtfwn 
^MwDtlfalfCouCiIVtwJUftlMORlittrfLMKM 


B7MSaOBMCIlVHMHiCmSI4JM9ilM|kmp- 

mo ten %m Orcni BMn uo ndt Saw 

total tJSTKt zao Mwai CB3S IM MIMhr 
aeo *0 Bound W USA (Biraei XMM Sky Soom Cav 
m pwliius FUW am nwoii iu# scorni 

toss pern nascerm pnMttS tons 

BOM LBl vCacii Rutfc LC 1 UB 

BMP PW7S ««> C«IM psnxs us QbM 


Sire Sports 2 
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1(660609 xa#SbOrt»CM»06rG71l 

145 tom NM pram BJS wwa VHlWkHng 
HSBTBSa MS Sty Siam 0 m» 0668307) SM 
Wl IV^ FUnUH MUBK MO FWlTV (7Kim 
IBSO VAWhSBOS WJO esiaownn (SZES69 
ttXB HUM Cu> it Gtf 130 WrtJ Uaa 

Mm aMwe mb am iHmM (nasBs km 
VwiU CUD al Cd PGSSSSl Z30 FOml EnpM LCl 
vCmh Hattie id poraanoowmi 
StoMtnm B 6 M9S340. tun WWrtS do tr M 
psooi^ ttAOPQA Gal -Grand an dIQdI 

«ao cim (icssosp aus om 
S ky Sports 3 

ado tot o« Dim mb pBao*m tao Fkn iv 

OBUMS IS Ml TV (W40O4S UO Hm 
P77ZJ9U XOO Swand Mo (TOBSft UO 
wau Wkitetog P 2 SHB 4 AJOB Vo mns 


KBOOCJn sao AMMO (773603631 KM Faru 
KSX0B51 BLM SlMnM 1969SC7Q MO Foil TV 
(77973633) DO FWl TV $2XB*I SOD SHMMivng 
CTttCWT) HUM SuMtuun F1W53*1 nM 
Saoond toigi RUODIlllO Cbn 

UK Gold 

ZMDomxkdWIQCI TMMagKXMa BM3IT71 
US EnCmm (S39M9I S30 TM Bl MOBMCt 
KM Tt» Bi PK2SGDI K3D toonc CH0K3n 
IOlM Atom I 66 SINI tLM ttfc&«W0*) 1US 

NKMon osseesa mm EmBomprsno 
me Jrio bm cssOM too am maun 
US Th« BifCStCSl OM The Bi (GOBMOt Ul 
Bmn:OS04U5EMMAMl3lEMUa 
Arab 0 UKBD UO DuaSouBi CS335C1 SM 1 % 
BDMTMOiMSIiSIMMWIbn 
CHOCS KM DKft Amy £01109 KOO FW 1 DmM 
I9CS73 SU «0 riiB Uki (TmCMk KUO NVPDCto 
0064660 tus n» BB PSOOOK OM IU* 01 
(S3ea3MlCUSTb»awlllS5706)UOCaMlSM- 
wtft 0339MHI 15S Fin Tta Star P«ili» (KM) 
OP66M71 UO - XOO Sncppnfl OTJBHtPS. 
Paramount Comedy Ch annel 
too n si ifnim tib Du ntn t swi b iwt 
Ramin (17271 K30Jua tool Mopsea KOO B*n 
I6SE3 US SaHW (KBMt BUM hbht J 704M 
1030 Omn SGSHk tun Jack On (Tnoh 1 U 0 
Lm» fianon 053073 OOO DM Mnonm ISM 
UO Skd» Hamrw (4U30 UO TJ» Doc paccw 
UO Dr KBZ PS3BP. UO Soap f4B4n. 3JM QttCn 
Igp UO Npunnl KOO Ckm 
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UO Soun) SOM HWTWlOJn ww M 
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BgXOflai too Esro ton TOttt UO j ant 
ifenwn IOTSBT! MOMnmtanflaw _ 
Msarcn uo a ut m am mctvai koo 
mninlNai C*£A» 4 ) KOOCnmlNMl 

UO Hpart .1 fiv y ,C.n <Ud 
Cflrtrw Now* P*=4*' UO JcWnxVi rtTOK”. 
UO Anon E «e (37* Wl 


rjo«3»-i (Ut >mico M40X71 too 
cnn4n> awl rsmi UO jmv ■ nn.» 

irasra » namoiw akb, ua 

mb* aikJ Gtxo ftliN UO KUTi Cngnr 
nfcJt^n KM OAito MrtV UO 

rc 3 i HJB hm unm » Cr*iiu 

dC.-OUUii OH HnMn itrM.VJI VQO 
tonta tom IV4M K-t* UO tim HapMnn 
hn riiWLA M'l MO '.aM loan 
ic*c.n Ut :'J«i Mam .vuM *Xm Jen 
;oi Cnan 4JQ f,tv furt ,^TMi 

MTV Mtaln 

Aa r i T ■ tt»n tus MTV Nm 

Offlr-7771 UO imw Mfl UO 
atnliiXAUtJPi axrnm 
OM I'OOIIIM ImiCJlN: Ut 
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mows iaaa. ii uo - ajo m apqu 

RTK1 
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Moro i.'Xurn KAO RMn >S lita rXWMCJG 
AM Nm «» iUt tom 

I rt toura f-U 60 .TlU> 


wnvtaS 1 

0C949OI7 


Af.'.rrTI UO News i4*7 !»NFI 
nj Mv JTJ.-rr-'' US O' i:n jat.TV Ui U 
to Anncumaa i7<j iJBSu XOO Now lI«- 
mat i?.UOA.V7l UO WM Hoorry IWUIIM 
aa-uniJ AJO rnmw.itoi'jrov„ri UO 
I.-W (LU 1 U!I UO rfelMnl UtwA 
It 1.110 wi OM in* Ai»iMi!.i4.' , tU'.£l> OM 
Sn Era MK41*JIV IM Ida Cry 
XM laArtot fr-iSCTn KM iru fads f-J 
lUw iTKVJI.in KM ia »i Ou iV*av.' 
I.UXTIMI KOO tag rOf»U4.i UO to 
Ira . TM-jMCJi OMO naSJ i.s- tton 
XOtnX'.'i «4t to CM to i»M> VI (US 
Nmra iimiTfCl (LAO '.wuiMn JX./'VW’. 
UO ueorpa and Lea (VACtWAi US to -wt 
S'.toUi kaO Nm. warn -nm - mw 
fljiKK ■ MO to IttAwo r-TCiOTI XM 
Oueuvis n Answm inAMstr. US nrn 
lr-lf HEJ4141 SM L'i»n too 1 'Vr.fS.V 

KAS Dan AM I'WAtK KAO MUM LKU 
rMCKOba XtS nun .‘Ml-IV.’.I XAS WAn 
Ux &0 a«a» K So :.mi L» 

?tv bTBUl KAS IN* Uotopl aa’i.-Ji 
koo ciun LMnw« IUt 

UUUJXXMJ JU«SB f ltlL -m HJI Dj)«1 
c o ct ow hup ixi sa h» ucasucj. cut 
;»na iutiucj) us L»Br» - mm 

Doner ,3IM(|kt? KOO »to 

itaMip iTTvranza u Dan : incmi mb 
jcnocn arc] tonat WJWJJJi UO mrwv 
MM.Tm xas » Wen I.I7WI SJO <un an] 
jwrv Art [B^wm XM Nacrv Dnniw 
tn;:xxg xas Heam iiqacta i.'n’Ca* am 
to Fn; Bio Oc l?u.T;cm 4J0 Man u lui 
AjAS L-Ik. Ittna fCWTi S » 
PKP4KX1 KM MOW NQI DTM^AVl 
□an-'OoroiTCirZJUT! KJ0 tome «f 
Aaonr (BW9M XOO Cntto XM 

to 30Hta inOONDI KM toul Crtfn 
(78033861 KOO to A * tea CUSWW BiSO Ur 
tolMnax*rnX3K34« SUOtoiTV 
iwmui 10 JM Nma 7 t*Ria.r..iii tuouow 
wan Jem asv iimtoi tus AiiWr. 
toortfKsauen ixm toy us 
Itaa Shoa Itnaw i>4S43cn US to Coen 
Ut Jootndar ■» rKMBBEI 

i tom i3wur> 

... 1 uo too «b«j uo 

Jwtt Sprinor IKaSBTl MO tome and Amav 
HR>98CT «7SE5l OJOOtowandCtoW*eMI 
SM SctttnJ aoan 6 m ZMSacntSccsH 
idl KUO Ftn Bum SBtaaB Oafuti 
■4S0445H 1UB tom* IC34W VOO Hones 
nock PKSn |E&4zn uo F*n. no Haws 
Dm oMRM Ub (SUTQI XOO Mzm toOM 

XM Sauaw ttuh (COTffiB AM Fjtrn 
|4*Q(Lnei SOO BTYTWIilto 1 731Xl 
tPotorTV 

Am (IneUi amp»q4i CLM UTV Newt 

OX (hu-TV (99403671 UO 


£03631 XOO jwry Spmoei (TDora AM Ou* 
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Hmm Am IS7SM94I KM UTV Lm* S wg 
CT307>Koourvuw)aia«nvcm xao 
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630 Business Breakfast 0(BS5) TOO 
News ft) (30079)94)0 Klroy 058338$ 
940 Style Chefenge (S) 032623$ 
104)5 City Hospital (S)(T) 0480147) 
■KL55 News (T) 02BO31) ItOO Real 
Rooms (S) 023070$ TL25 Can’t Cook, 
Wont Cook 023389$ 1135 News (7) 
036755$ 12-00 Pass the Buck (S) 

A (466150$ 12J25 Going for a Song (S) 

■*5 (4840012) 1230 Weather Show (S)(T) 

• (822119^1) 14)0 News (T) (3316$ 130 

Regional News (7329316$ 140 
NeWrbours (6780538$ 24)5 Ironside 
(R) 006567$ 2L55 Wpeout (226516$ 

a-M CftBdren^s BBC: Playdays 091406$ 
3v45 Bananaman (R)(S) 0416692) 050 
ChucWeVfeion 0352321) 4J0 Get Yxr 
Own Back (91Z7234) 4JS The Queerte 
Nose (S)(T) (779796$ 54H) Newsrowd 
(442867$ SJO Blue Peter 073347$ 

535 Neighbours (S)(T) (783944) 

64M) News; Weather (T) 08$ 

6430 Regional News fO 06$ 

ZOO A Question of Sport (S)(T) (149$ 

T30 Tbmorrourt! World <S)(T) (147) 

■a^ 84)0 The Life of BWs (S)(T) 08438$ 

8J50 The National Lotte^Amar^ 

Luck Stories (S)(T) 01716$ 

9lOO News; Weather 087$ 

am IHMilliTi OED. Story $ an 

archaeological find h the Amazon. See 

Choice, below (S)fO (*9^4 

104)0 War and Piste. New ski-etape doa>- 

drama(S) 04234) 

1030 Best of British. A profile cfCSff 
Ffichard (S)fT) (21567$ 

ins ■ill’ll Cany th* OmpN 

Below par farce CO (+4289$ 

G40 iailAl Percy^ PTogrew 

Comedy, with Leijh Lawson 


$ 


2420 Joins BBC News 24 

To 6am 


640 Duccios The Ruceflai M a donna (T) 

(309047$ 6^5 Caught in Time (T) 
089267$ TOO King Greenfingers (R)(S) 
0648944) T05 IbielUbbies 045958$ 
T30 Tbm and Jeny Kkte (S) (225192$ 
T55 To Me... 10 tbu (R)($(T) 055321$ 
$20 Robinson Sucroe 014676$ 84» 
Juniper Jungle (H)(T) (686816$ $55 
King Greenfingenj (S) (53SW37) 94K) 
Space Aik (R)(S) (745801$ 940 What? 
Where!? Whert? Why? (5) (747887$ 9 l 25 
Focus ($(T) 0866437) 945 Words and 
Pictures (S) 049876$ KLOO Tetetutjbtes 
(S) 0676$ KL30 NUmberfime 0) 
003658$ 1045 cats’ Eyes (3020$ 
HOO Around Scotland (S) (973212$ 
H20 Geography Progwnme (S)(T) 
(4104031) ft40 Science in Action (S}(T) 
(709469$ 124)0 Teaching Today (S) 
01147) 12J0 Working Lunch 0076$ 
100 Juniper Jungle (R)(S) 0BT16321) 
140 Sophie Grigsorib Herbs (43023321) 
145 The Htetary Hour (S) (797321) 245 
Malrh of Their Day (S) (7078978$ 2^0 
News (T) (708458$ 2^*5 Westminster 
(Sim (263712$ 3JS5 News 0577147) 
44M) Change That (R)(S)(T) 055429$ 
4L25 Ready, Steady Cook (S)(T) 
055736$ 4J5 Esther (S)(T) 0322857) 
5^0 Todays the Day (S)(T) 05$ 

64X) Staff Trek: The Next Generation. 

ScHi drwna series (R)(S)(T) 04630$ 

64S SBders. Sd-fl (S)(T) (23467$ 

T30 Behind dosed Doors (S)(T) (78$ 

84M) Looking Good (S) 078$ 

8L30 Home Front (S)(T) (729$ 

9lOO Nwse. The students approach the end 
of tries- first year of training, but al are 

having trouble Swig on thefr finandal 
aflowanoes (S)fT) (73689$ 

940 Trade Secrets (R)(S)(T) 02841$ 

104)0 bt Stitches. DoctoHjatiertericotiTtBra 
reoreated $ BritaWs top comedians 
(R) 0287$ 

KL30 News*dg« (T) C?« 2 l$ «4S Brothers 
and Sfetera ($(T) (65616$ ttJJO 
Despatch Box (S) 0289$ 124)0 
Learning Zona (18325884) lb 610am 


ITV Granada 


6JOO GMTV 093089$ 9J25 Trisha (S)(T) 
092535$ 1045 This MOrifog (T) 
06029$ 1245 Granada News (T) 
066249$ 1130 News (T) 0458$ 14)0 
Home and Away (S)(T) 0970389$ 125 
Jeny Spriiger Show (S)(T^ (7060437) 
240 Emmerdale (R)(S)(T) 00693334) 
2^40 DahS Supermarket Sweep (S)(7) 
025405$ 340 News (T1 078767$ 

3L20 ChHmA rnfc Wfcadora (R) 

(775947$ 340 The Slow Norris (S) 
(714065$ 345 The Animal Shelf (S) 
(7178437) 44)0 Rupert (R) 05X05$ 
4425 The Rottentrols (S)(T) (468016$ 
4v«0 Mad to It (S) (9082321) 540 Home 
and Away (S)(T) (465467$ 5v40 News; 
Weather (TJ (93547$ 

5JS5 Granada Tonight (T) 051407$ 

TOO Emmerdale ($07 089$ 

T30 Coro nati on Street (T) 01$ 

84)0 HomMoweE. Secoid fealure-tenglh 
adventure of the great naval hero played 
by loan Gruffudd. Here he comes across 
trie legendary, fearsome and wonderfuRy 
named Captain Dreadnought Foster, an 
old adversary of HoraboS mentor Pelew 
(S) 07 (4437) 

10 UOO Nows ; Weather (T) 0930$ 

1030 Granada News 07 04350$ 

1040 Clm Jamas on TV. The acerbic 

Ausste, now brings his dry wit to bear on 

that dhosaur of taf y yeste ryear, the 
baffiJty contest (S) 01289$ 

UK) The Big Match: England vs Czech 
RepvMe (47449$ 

1240 Baili’id State of Graoo (1991) 

Ferocious Naw \bric gangster drama with 
cop Seal Pern infltraihg the local Mob 
n the Heflb Kltehen the Seventies, With 
Ed Harris 0406364) 

24)5 The Hopeful Traveller (S7 (493843$ 
aoo Trisha (R)(S)0) 082024$ 3v40 
Cybernet (S) (2197221$ 440 Stash 
0270610$ 4^0 Mghtscreen 094606$ 
$30 News 0734$ To 6am. 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


ITV/Regions 


64)0 Sesame Street 0350$ TOO The Bg 

Breakfast (S)(T) 0378$ 94)0 Channel 4 
Schools (T) 06769$ 1130 Powerhousa 
0) 007$ 124)0 Sesame Street 0621$ 
1230 1 Dream of Jeanrie (T) [52t2$ 
too Judge Joe Brown (T) 0687$ 130 
Little BW 0937189$ 


135 KiUiUi Count Your I 

(190$ Maulce ChevaSer makes smug 
comments write Deborah Kerr rues 
marriage to phBand aing F rench playboy 
Rossano Braza (T) 0203838$ 

330 CoBectorS’ Lot (T) (437) 44)0 Fifteen 
to One 04$ 430 Countdown (778130$ 
435 FBcki Lake (S)(T) 031792$ 

530 Pet Rescue Roadshow (T) (70$ 

600 Late Lunch with Mel and Sue. 

Celebrity chat, audence participation and 
a spot of cooking. With guests Paul 
Whrtehouse and Charfe Hgson 00147) 

TOO News; Weather (S)(T) 074031) 

735 lUring Heads (T) 03659$ 

84W Brook side (S)(T) 0857) 

830 The Real Holiday Show. 

Hoidaymakers offer their video records of 
trqw to Barbados and Poland (T) 069$ 

900 Drop the Deed Donkey. I tota l finds 
has no secret* Joy turns out to have 
hidden talents and Safy seeks an 
alternative income (258$ 

930 la It Legal? Afison watches Colh 

handhg road home-made biscuits and 
wonders if has gay (S)(B 0569$ 

104)0 Rising Damp. Sitcom (T) 07944) 

1030 Bob and HargaraL Animated series 
about a married couple (S)(T) 0669$ 

1100 Whose Line fat It Anyway? 

improvisation with CSvs Anderson, Greg 
Proops. Cofin Mochria R yan Sti es aid 
Karan Maruyama (S)fT) (7031) 

H30 Tha Comedy Lab (7701$ 124M 

Under the Moon 0401884) 535 Sesame 
Street 000263$ Tb 7am. 


64M 5 News and Sport (S) 073375$ 

TOO WidaWorid (Ft) (S) 0406437) 730 
Mfcshake! (S) (777733$ T35 WimzieS 
House (R)(S) (191067$ 830 Havakazoo 
(R)(S) 080321$ 930 Dappledown Farm 
080258$ 930 HouseBusterc (R)(S)(T) 
(7722ffi4)9k25 Russell Grants Postcards 
(R) (457805$ 930 Oprah 005048$ 
1020 Sunset Beach (SJ(T) 034307$ 
1140 Leeza (Ft) (S) (9358944) 124M 5 
News at Noon <S){T) 080630$ 1230 
Famfly Affairs (R)(S)(T) (773717$ 130 
Bold and the BeauttfJ (S)(T) (640570$ 
130 Sons and Dau^rtere (773670) 230 
DO Per Cent Gold (S) (5051654) 230 
Good Afternoon (Sj 0473437) 

330 UHfll Aloha Means Goodbye 

(4274031) 

540 The Rosaarene Show (577748$ 

630 WO Par Cent (S) 056641$ 

630 Family Affairs (S)(T) (554047$ 

TOO 5 News (S)(T) 005547$ 

730 The Papal Chart. Dr F«w presents 
trie latest soinds from Londointe Sound 
Republic (S)C0 0546654) 

830 Tha Car Show. Mariefla Frostrup and 
Tnstram Payne with the guii£ guide to 
cars. Mariela tries out the Mssan Mere 
and Tristram Payne tests the new BMW3 
(507141$ 


830 In the Dark. Comedy game show with 
a difference (S)(T) 005092$ 

930 SanAl The Silencers (199$ Black- 
eyed aliens caled Arcadans plan to 
conquer Earth. Cop Jack Scalia teams 
with interplanetary lawman Denris 
Christopher to sort it out h this noisiy 
violent sci-fi action movie (S)(T) (8121467$ 

1055 Meflnda^ Big Ifight in. Cetebrity chat 
show (5) 0232654) 

1135 Compromising Situations (S) 
0238334) 1240 NHL Ice Hockey (S) 
(4375360$ 430 Cfab Class (R)(S) 
02968364) 535 Move On Up (4795118$ 
530 100 Percent (R)(S) (163624$ 

To Earn. 


* 



. Wednesday choice 

■m wiCTiw ' QEDr Secrets of^fiie Ghmd 
People BBClj- Zey?). ififls ttfie 

story^pf ai^fflbiy. the. most remarini>le ; 
%cba^jfcgScai find.of centuiy>nfae 
A iwAw m pmgifc ■ 6-lost dvSisatfw of taB; 
- ■ ' fired iagli in 'jCbB-doufi* 



corpsesaf a-t»S, : ’noa-inca people^'aml'a 
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30/TELEVISION & RADIO 


the WEEKEND REVIEW 

TmWiKJrtit U N^vmbrr \m 


¥ 


BBC1 


240 laWiM Swiss Fjnfly Robinson 

(I960). Uvety Disney adventure with John 

MBs (T) (68825370). 


4*45 ChBdran of Hie New Forest (S)(T) 
(472554). 515 News (T) (8700554). 535 
Regional News; weather (391457). 


540 Songs of Praise (S)(T) (252660) 


615 Last of the Summer Wine. Long- 
ruming sitcom (R)(S)(T) (493047) 


645 Antiques Roadshow. The team visit 
Omskirk in Lancashire (S)(T) (915912) 


730 WQdSfe on One. An intrnate study of 
the British otter (R)(S)(T) (tl5) 


840 BaHykissangeL Mac is visited by an 
old friend with a problem (S)(T) @46573) 


CJSO Keeping Up Appearances. 

Repeated sitcom (S)(T) (172134) 


&20 News; Weather (T) (997931) 


930 Vanity Fair. Beckyls now married to 
Rawdon Crawley but that doesn't stop 
her bestowing her charms on Jos Seeley 
and George Osborne (S)(T) (61825) 


10.30 Veterans: the Last Survivors of 
the Great War. More remarkable 100- 
year-olds look back on ther part h The 
Great War (S)(T) (915115) 


tL20 Everyman (S)(T) (213554) 


12 JO MUM Ned Kefly (1970) Mck 
Jagger stars h the celebration of the 
wi-century Irish Rebel (786413) 


150 The Sky at Night (S)(T) (6645351) 
2JK) Jofas BBC News 24 (60191546) 
To 6am. 


BBC1 


630 Business Breakfast (39535) 730 
News (T) (81451) 930 K&oy (S)(T) 
(8556239) 940 Style Challenge (S) 
(9455790) 1035 City Hospital (S)(T) 
(9599603) 1035 News (T) (9359887) 
H00 Real Rooms (S) @369264) 1125 
Can't Cook. Won't Cook (S)(T) (9362351) 
1155 News (T) (8218626) 1230 Pass 
the Buck (S) (4990061) 1235 Going far 
a Song (S) (430968) 1230 Werther 
(S)(T) (24611500) 100 News (T) (13968) 
130 Regional News (73322622) 140 
Neighboure (S)(T) (67878239) 235 
Ironside (R) (9101429) 235 Wipeout 
(R)(S) (2394622) 


335 Chfldron’s BBC: Playdays (6050806) 
345 Enchanted Lends (8463500) 335 
Little Monsters (S) (3608061) 430 The 
Animal Magic Stow (S)(T) (4712719) 445 
Alvfa and the Chipmunks (9255061) 

440 Goosebumps (S)(T) (2325603) 
530 Newsround (S)(T) (456442S) 540 
Blue Peter (S)(T) @706326) 


535 Neighbours (S)(T) (712852) 


630 News; Weather (T) (871) 


630 Regional News (T) (351) 


730 This Is Your Life (S){T) (3245) 
730 Here and Now (S)(T) (535) 
830 EastEnders (S)(T) (2993) 


8-30 Birds of a r catl i e r. The Essex-girl 
comedy returns (S)(T) (B500) 


930 News; Weather (T) (1622) 


930 Absolutely Fabulous - the 
Collection (S)(T) (41622) 


1030 Pa n oram a (T) (920719) 


1040 They Think It’s All Over {R)(S)(T) 
(312245) tUO On Side (S) (671871) 
1155 Chicago Hope (S)(T) (543003) 
1240 Weird Science (S)fT) (3115562) 


105 lil-L’J The HeBflie Club (1963) Keith 
Mtahel in 18th-century romp (1000340 


235 Joins BBC News 24 (91475320) 
To 6am. 



Sunday Television 


BBC2 


ITV Granada 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


ITV/Regions 


730 Match of the Day (S)(T) (73450) 
830 Breakfast with Rost (S)(T) (34080) 
930 The Heaven and Earth Shew (S) 
(18370) 1030 The Life of Birds (S)(T) 
(6463009) H20 Gardeners' World lake 
Two (R)(S)(T) (9555912) 1130 
CountryFte (S)(T) (2641) «L0 0 On the 
Record (S)(T) (71196) 100 EastEnders 
(R)(S)(T) (2984047) 235 Children in 
Need (S) (48906t@) 


730 TeletuMMu (S) (1202582) 840 Wham! 
Bam! Strawberry Jaml (R)(S) (74913189. 
825 ArtiXK Bmch (R)(S) (7489573) 
840 Terrible Thunderfeads (H)(S)(T) 
@938979) 830 Encredbie Huk (R)(S) 
@895221) 845 Casper (S) (2500950) 
940 Mkarosoap (S)(T) (9476283) 1040 
The Vteyne Manifesto (S) (3222488) 
1035 Grange HU (R)(S)(T) @271979) 
flOO Sort It (S) @390134) 1125 
Grange H* (R)(S)(T) @802931) T150 
The OZmefRUS) (7025660) 1235 
Simpsons (R)(S)(T) (4820202) 1230 
Robot Wars (R)(S)(T) (83931) 130 
Aromd Westminster (57689) 130 
Sunday Grandstand (S) @9415203) 135 
Rugby League - Great Britafa vs New 
Zealand (1593757) 235 Rugby Unfan 
(3160931) 330 Motor Sport (4138863) 
440 Ice Skating (9593399) 540 Arfrral 
Zone (S) @33490) 545 Vtefch Out 
Britain (S) (4583554) 5u25 Big Cat Diary 
(SKT} (5838979) 


6.00 GMTV @5689) 8-00 Dtggit (3241776) 
935 House of Toons (S)(T) (2593660) 
9J50 Power Rangers Turbo (S}(T) 
@235466) 10.15 Finders Keepers 
(Rl(S)fT) (226202) 1045 Minty (S)(T) 
(225573) 1145 Mpming Worship (S)(T) 
(246860) 1245 Link (S )(T) (372 4283) 
12.30 Soccer Sunday (87757) U00 
News; Weather (7) @8272931) 140 
Jonathan Dimbieby (S)(T) (5366196) 
230 Granada News (T) (50490 573) 
235 Sunday Supplement (23099757) 


2.35 essay’s Shadow (1978) 

Horse-trainer Walter Matthau struggles 
to bring up three sons @4931554) 


830 C amber wdck P r aw n (H)(1) 

(6820467) 635 Frootie Tooties (R) 
(7838221) 645 Dog City (R) (9970405) 
740 Home to Rent (2538047) US TnfJn 
(R) (2328641) 835 Johnny Bravo (R) 
(B829E) 835 Sister Sister (TQ203B) 
935 Wise Up (2990028) 940 planet 
Pop (9046592) 1030 Waltons (51405) 
1100 Hoiyuata (934S776) 1240 Late 
Lunch wfih Mrf and Sue (T) (5566641) 
140 Travelog Treks (R)(S)(T) (962870)9) 
125 Racing from Ch^tertiam (61632T6) 
345 Footbal IfaSa (933825) 


435 Coronation Street (R)(T) (4232775) 


535 Bee Gee* - a Message to You. 

Pop behind the scenes (S) (713196) 


530 EL3 Forbidden Planet (1956) 
Leslie Niafcan att em p ts to locate crew 
members of a spaceship which vanished 
20 years previously. Disarmingly dated 
sci-fi favourite, bursting with colour and 
ideas (T) @0901080) 


530 Virgin Gardeners (R)(S) (ttWWJl 
630 Havakasoo (B)(5) tWJW*Jp 
Dappfedown Farm (R) (6568221) 730 
MBkshake! (S) (3565973) «5 Wire** 
House (R)(S) (1089757). 830 Alpha 
Zone (BUS) (2972399) 830 My Sunday 
(S) (2964370) 930 Sttcfan' Around 
(2988950) 930 Fort Boyard (S)(T) 
(4518283) 10-30 Sister Said (S) 
(2984134) 1130 Darla (R)(S) (8971554) 
1130 Singled Out (S) @972283) 12.00 
The Mag (S) @2901370) 140 5 News 
(Sim (12599824) 120 The Movie Giart 
Show (5) (54737912) 150 Exclusive (S) 
(49631757) 155 Famiy Affairs Omntous 
(R)(S)(T) (50023680) 
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830 Cartoon (334467) 


530 The Natural World (S)(T) (730663) 


6.40 Granada News (T) @25221) 


645 Star Trek: Voyager (S)(T) @13554) 645 News; Weather (T) (466405) 


745 Joe Pnbffc. Joe Laybum ti^rts battles 
on behalf of the pubfia He starts with 
the case of cfisgnmtled Olympic 
swimmer Sianon Davies (T) (544573) 


540 UJJi&l The Cantarvffle Ghost 

(892) Oscar VWde's classic story about 
a ghost's attempts to rid himself of 
human housemates. With Patrick 
Stewart, Nave Campbell (T) @5581573) 


730 The Money Progr amm e (T) (757) 


730 Dog Squad (T) (4405) 


830 Earth Story. Series charting the 
history of the Earth (S)(T) @44115) 


830 Noughts and One. DecocSng the 
mysteries of digital TV (S) @81467) 


730 Coronation Street (T) (283) 

830 You’ve Been Framed! (S)(T) (7775) 


8.00 Shea Shock. Sufferers from the 
Second World War recall their 
experiences, inctucfing treatments which 
cStfered greatly from t ho se meted exit n 
the First World War (T) (3863) 


730 We Are Family. This six-part overview 
of famfly Ufa begkis by looking at the 
phenomenon of stepfamKes. Wa Join two 
parents as they prepare to tie the knot 
for the second time (S](T) @124554) 


730 Serious Money. Becky Anderson and 
Mark Jeffries present advice on making 
the most of your cash (S) @615738) 


930 Ray Wears' World of SurvhraL 

New series (S) @318) 


030 Clarkson. New talk shew with Jeremy 
Clarkson and lan Botham (S) @57167) 


830 Heartbeat (S)fT) @4318) 

930 IHiftlLM Cold Feel We rejoin the 
young professorate Mng fa Manchester. 
See Choice, below (SKT) (89221) 


930 Rory Bremxm« Who Ose7 Rory 
Brenner proffers another selection of 
skstehes and stand-up (663554). 


945 The Mark Thomas Comedy 
Product (7) (509825) 


830 Paradise In Peril FBm about a 
remarkable Island fa a remote river fa 
West Africa The last refic of a once vast 
forest. It now boasts the highest density 
of primates in the world (S)(T) (9473202) 


1030 Moviedrome @35047) 


1030 Sermon from St Albfons. Topical 
satire (910378) 


1015 M2Ui';i Leon (1994) Jean Reno stars 
as a m»c-si*iping assassin with a truant 
fa tow. Styfeh New \fark crime drama 
(S)(T) (416403) 


10.40 News; Weather (T) (930134) 


1030 EHSl K3H Me Again (1989) 

Private eye Val Kfcner soon regrets hes 
involvement with mystery lady Joanne 
WhaBey-Kimer (T) @08825) 


10-55 South Bank Show (S)(T) (634738) 


1230 Moviedrome (1812103) 


1135 Sunday Night (S) (683399) 1235 In 
Bed with Medfaner (R)(S) @891054) 


H50 Dark Skies (R)(S)(T) @75370) 1230 
Babylon 5 (R)(S)(T) (4153055) 


930 BaiNftl CadOlac Man (1990) 
Motormouth Robin WHams Is fa 
overdrive as a fast- talking car salesman 
who needs an his wits about him when 
deranged Tim Robbins holds everyone 
hostage In the showroom (T) (81382405) 


1235 W dTIAM La Samo u r a i (1967) Dark 
and moody French thrior starring Alain 
Deion as a hitman (865974) 


125 iflUfil A Chorus of Disapproval 

(1988) Timid widower Jeremy irons tries 
his hand at amateur dramatics @53264) 


140 HUifr KatBon K» Katfl (1981) 
Hnd comic fhrffler (B2^f6) 


1030 The Comedy Store. Stand-up with 
Peter Kay. Roger Monkhouse. Mfoe Gum 
and Phd Davey (S) (7984793) 


145 Close. 230 Learning Zona (41693535) 
To 610am. 


330 H20 (3999326) 340 Motor Racfag (R) 
(3268446) 435 Nighlscreen @209644) 
S30 News (70326) Tb 6am 


430 Calcutta Chronicles (R)(S)(T) 

(45245) 530 Bombay Chat (R) (22806) 
530 Hangfa' with Mr Cooper (R)(SKT1 
(3123448) 535 Sesame Street 
(3171719) To 7am 


1125 Sports Talk with Stevs Scott (S) 
(4437316) 1135 NHL -American Ice 
Hockey (5) @9077467) 4.40 Tibs and 
FTbs (F)(S) @2058448) 535 You 
Again? (47020264) 530 Serious Money 
(S) (1705328) To 6arn 



* 



SUNDAY CHOICE 




TAKING UP where the pilot (which won the 
Golden Bose of Montreux) left off, Mike 
Buflen's series. Cold Fteet (9_30pra CTV, left) 
follows three couples. It is not hard to see 
why it has been compared with Friends. 
After nine months, Adam (James Nesbitt) 
and Rachel (Helen Baxendale) are still 
unsure about moving in together Karen 
(Hennione Norris) and David (Robert 
Bathurst) spend the little time they see 
each other arguing. Meanwhile, Jenny (Riy 
Ripley) and Pete (John Thomson) panic 
about the imminent birth of their first child. 
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BBC2 


ITV Granada 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


ITV/Regions 


6J0 Autism CB (3063326) 635 The 

Worm Best Athlete? (1) @938429) 730 
Tales of Aesop (R)(S) @604500) 735 
Tetetubbies (S) (2415142) 730 Tom and 
Jerry Kids (S) @217581) 735 Blue Peter 
(S)(T) @519871) 830 Robinson Sucroe 
@282516) 845 PBmy Crayon (S) 
(6997622) 835 Tales of Aesop (R)(S) 
(5486993) 930 Job Bank (S) (7121968) 
940 Short Oroil. (S) @809142) 930 
Wilting and Pictires (S)(T) (8539061) 
945 Sforytfaw (S) @534516) 1030 
Tetetubbies (R){S) (62790) 1030 Words 
and FScfores (S) (3092142) 1045 Cats’ 


630 GMTV @069351) 935 Trisha (B)(1) 
(3820528) 1045 TIis Momfag (T) 
@08852) 1245 Granada News (7) 
(3628055) 1230 News (T) @0326) 100 


Home and Away (S)(T) (39832351) 125 
Jerry Sprfager Show (S)(T) (7199993) 
2J0 Coronation Street (R)(T) (1056961C5. 
240 Shortiand Street (S) (2390806) 
310 News Headnes (T) (2823429) 


730 The Big Breakfast (5)0) (32149) 
930 Channel 4 Schools (T) (965448) 
1130 Herdb One I Made Eariter (R)(S)(T) 
@697) 1230 Sesame Street (22055) 
1230 Brookade (T) @896£^ 130 Judge 
Joe Brown (I) @146-68) 135 The Ocean 
World of John Storeman (67858429) 


Eyes (3097697) tLOO Look and Reed 
(S) (9798784) 1120 Zig Zag (S)(T) 


(S) (9798784) 1130 Zig Zag (S)(T) 
(4240887)1140 Landmarirs (S)(T) 
(1146784) 1235 History File (4997974) 
1230 Vlfarkfag Linch @6500) 130 
Penny Crayon (R)(S) @8252177) 140 
Sophie GrigsonS Herbs (S) (43169177) 
145 The History Ho^ (R)(S) (815177) 
245 Top Gear Moforspart (S) (942055) 
2-45 News (T) (7049413) 240 On Cue 
(S) @231055) 335 News (T) (7816719) 
330 Gardeners' World (R)(S)(T) (429) 
430 Change That (R)(S)(T) (3510852) 
435 Fteady Steady Cook (S)(T) 
@520239) 435 Lowri (S)(T) @388413) 
530 Todayh the Day (S)(T) @00) 


330 ChBdrenfe ITV: Wizadora (R) 

@836999) 335 Tifah (S) (7105581) 330 
Sooty & Co (S)(T) (2301697) 445 Art 
Attack (S)(T) @39142) 445 Sabrina, the 
Teenage Witch (S)(T) (7W4871) 540 
Home and Away (S)(n (4783334 540 
News; Weather (T) (702036) 


235 Uillli Out of tha Clouds (1957) 
Episode drama set fa fogbouid London 
Airport With Robert Beatty (4877806) 


330 CoflectovV Lot (S)(T) @97)430 
Fifteen to One (S)(T) @32) 430 
Countdown (S) (T) (7 827158) 435 Mortal 
WSams (S)(T) @373581) 


630 5 Non and Sport (S) (2879516) 730 
WideWbrid (R)(S)CT) @535993) 730 
MBshakef (S) (7860185) 735 WhaFa- 
Mess (R) (056429) 830 Hauakazoo 
(R)(S) (2869871) 830 Dappfedown Farm 
(2868142) 930 The Great House Game 
(R)(S)(T) (7788210)035 Russel Grants 
Poetcards (4614806) 930 Oprah 
(1901559) 1020 Sinset Beach (S)(T) 
@472535) «« Leeza (FQ(S) (9314500) 
1230 5 News (S)(T) (2942158) 1230 
Famiy Affairs (S}(T) (7700326) 100 The 
Bold and the Beautifd <S)(T) @534264) 
130 Sons and Daughters (77D9697) 
230 100 Par Cent Gold (S) (5017210) 
230 Good Afternoon (S) @502982) 












|ISi£ 





535 Granada Tonight (T) @643535) 


530 Pet Rescue Roadshow (S)(T) @68) 


730 Wheel of Fortune (S)(T) @413) 


(R)@)ff)@81) 


330 Bury Me hi Niagara (1992) 

Jean Stapletan stars as a mother who 
medrSes from beyond the grave h this 
wearyfagfy contrived caper (T) (2505451) 


Z30 CoromtSon StreeL Tony gets 

another visit from rts credtore but Des 
takes the ful farce of their rage (T) @03) 


630 HoByoaks (S)(T) @31) 


530 The Roseanne Show (1342531) 


730 News; Weather (S)fT) (994351) 


630 100 Per Cent (S) @69593) 



830 World In Action. Report on crank cals 
made fa 999. which wastes operators' 
tfaw and stretches the already burdened 
emergency service (S)(T) (7061) 


750 TMking ftead* (T) (399548) 


630 Family Affairs (S)(T) @513326) 


830 Now One is 50: Charles Windsor’s 
School Days. A look back at the 
chfidxxxl of Prince Charles (SJ(T) (K77) 


630 The Simpsons (R)(S)(T) (446500) 


830 Cheat Escapes. Real-ffa video of 


730 5 Nows (S) CD @028326) 
730 Wild World (SKT) @502210) 


635 Space 1999 (R) (773564) 


745 Ml Mbs or Maybe (R)(S) (187245) 


730 Sound Stories (S) (177) 


830 The Essential Guide to Rocks. 

With Ray Meara (S)(T) @185) 


radng driver Martin Brunde (S)(T) (3528) 

930 Vice - The Sex Trade. 

First of a three-part investigation fata 
prostitution. Women who work as 
prostitutes talk openly about their Ives. 
See Choice, below (S)(T) @581) 


930 Witness. Twenty years ago tttis week, 
913 fotowers of the Rev in Jones dfed fa 
Jonestown, Guyana. The worlds press 
reported tha event as a mass suidda, but 
suvivors who tak here for the first time 
cal it mass murder (T) @351) 


830 Floyd Uncorked. Keith Royd tons the 
vineyards of France (S)(T) @1009?) 




830 The Antiques Hunted, David 

Dickinson helps find some bisque ‘piano 
babies- dote (S)(7) @016581) 


830 Food and Drink (S)(T) @142) 


1030 News; Weather (T) (25142) 


930 The Cops. Danrty and Jeficoa find 

themselves stuck in the town centre or a 
Saturday night (S)(T) (838603) 


1030 Granada News (T) (374871) 
KL40 Varoraeate Closet (T) (234413) 


1030 A na tomy of De sire . Fbtepartsr 

analysing huran sexual desire. It starts 
by exploring Instinct and asks [f men and 
women are designed to seek bngfarm, 
secure relationdlps, peppered with sac 

on theskte (S)(T) (7270806) 


930 mAlll Janok-a SSent Betrayal 

(199^. Crime thraer about a beams 
nuder spree fa wtrich ax tenants of an 
apartment bidding are murdered fa New 
'fork. With Richard Crerma, Wllam Shatner 
(S)(T) @1360177) 




930 Ads Infinitum (S)(T) @46264) 


1030 Big Train (S) (13036) 


KL30 N uwsn igh t (T) (457448) 


1120 The Baby Business (S) (209559) 
1230 Despatch Bax (S) (35920) 1230 
Leaning Zona (18454340) To 510am. 


tUO Dharma and Greg (SKT) @17516) 
1140 Stuff the Week (S) (248622) 

12J0 Pubic Morals (7425123) 1230 
Nationwide Footbal League Extra 
(©17727) 140 World Footbal @@4727) 
235 Cfab@Vlsion (S) (3288291) 235 
Trisha (F9(S)(T) @338307) 330 World fa 
Action (S)(T) @1022291) 335 Soundtrax 
(S) @0411456) 430 ITV Mghtscreen 
(3075524) 530 News (30475) Tb 6wri 


1105 Crazy; Sexy, Cool (T) @06177) 1240 
Drivfag Mss Crazy (4^9497) 


1235 HIM Mhdng Nla (1988) tonantic 
comedy about a womanfe fadedsivanrasi 
concerning the men fa fwr Efe @32949) 


1030 Dr Foxte Chart Update (4312055) 

«l55 EH A Boy Caled Hate (1995) 
Angry deSnquent Scott Caan takes off on 
a motorbito wfth bolshy Mssy Crider 
(©280516) 






240 Vkleoplaya (1200291) 240 Booked 
(R)(T) @390611) 330 Dispatches (T) 
@2757475) 245 Srafl W ar (36654253) 

430 Schools (T) (25765) To Sam. 


1245 NFL Live - Kansas City Chiefs vs 
Denver Broncos (S) @5569456) 430 
Prisoner Cel Block H (2821017) 530 too 
Percent (R)(S) (1772098) To 6am. 


Monday Choice 


ITV^ NEW three-part exploratkm of the sex 
trade. Vice: the Sex Trade (9pm ITV, Iqft), 
is like prostitution itself - it doesn’t offer 
much that is new. Tonight’s opening film 
flits between various working women, 
and one client, Feta; a single 31 -year-old, 
unconvincingly claiming that his weekly 
visits to have his bottom thrashed by 
Karen are more fulfilling than his mates' 
marriages. The hookers range from Kat, 
an escort wined, dined and screwed by 
businessmen in Nottingham hotels, to 
Gemma, lfl, on the streets since she ^ was 14 
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RADIO 1 

(976-998 MHz FM ) 

X00 Mark Goadier. 10.00 
9ragB&lj0gEmma 
3 m 0 Radio 1 !s R ‘rf B Chart 
SflO Judge Jules. 7.00 Danny 
RamfwTg- Lovegroove Dance 
Party. 9-00 Westwood - Radio 1 
Rap Show 12LD0 Rado 1 
- Reggae DancehaH NHe. flLOO 

Mdc DawW Holmea 
44W • 630 Charlie Jordan. 
RADIO 2 
(B8-902MHZ FM ) 

6-00 Mo Dutta. (L05 Brian 
Matthew. KLOO Steve Wrighft 
SatuxJay Show. LO O John Hrd* 
Thai Mocking Bind. 130 News 
Hudd&res. 2 -OO Alan Freeman. 
3-30 Johrmte Walken Sj30 Paii 
Gambaccfri 7.00 Reading Music. 
8-00 David Essex in Concert 
900 Jimmy Ruffin. 10410 
Tiflb Hama 100 Lynn Parsons. 

- 700 Mo Dutta. 

RADIO 3 

(9CL2-924MHZ FM ) 

600 On Air. 

900 CD Review 
ttoo Building a Library. 

12-00 Private Passions. 

100 The Radio 3 Lunchtime 

Concert 

200 Best of a 

300 One Hundred Years of the 
Vfefiow Label 

445 Music as Life - a Postiuda 
500 Jazz Record Requests. 
600 Punk Jazz. A series of foLff 
programmes in which Charles 
Shaar Murray te&s the remarkable 
story of bass player Jaco Pasto- 
rius. 1: Ward of Mouth 1 . The 
origins of Jaco's genius. With 
contributions from Pat Metheny, 
Paul Bley, Joe Zawinul and 
members of Jaco's femffy. 

A30 Boris Berman. (R) 

*20 Opera on a Live tom the 
London CoBseum, Francesca 
Zambefofe new production for 
Engfish National Opera of 
Musorgskyfe historical epic, usfag 
MusorgskyS original orchestration 
and the English translation by the 
great Musorgsky champion David 
Lk^d-Jones Tsar Boris who 
murdered Dmitri, the rightful heir 
to the throne; is haunted by Ns 
crime arid threatened by a 
rebeSon: its leader seems to be 
Dmitri, risen from the dead and 


'JkY PREMIER 

6J00 Staten Wamen (096} (68337) 830 
Houseguest (1995) (0882) 1030 D3: the 
WlEhty Ducks (1996J (B724C) 1230 Stofan 
Woman (698) (3673S) 230 te*w (BBS) 
(3962831 3J55 Houseguest (895) (38463 
S45 DS the Mtfity Ducks fS9Q 
(B547571^. Z30 Prewlaw (7375). 8JOO Liar 
Liar (697) (ZWSQ See Pick of the Day. 
IOuOO Ihe Gfrnmer Man (696) (BTStf). 
tL35 VMuosIty (605) (pSSBOQ. %23 Of 
Lowe tfid Shadows (£94) (603573). 310 - 
6 jOO If Lucy Fal (SBQ (2S723844 
SKY MOVIEMAX 
SjOO Bigfbat: the Unforgattabie 
Encounter (1994) p9Sfl). 730 Angus 
(695) (54ffi4004). 93S immedaW Famfly 
(690) (53130849). fl30 Forgotten (3ty 
d Ptenat o# the Apes (BW) (30917). 130 
Bgfoot the Untergattsybie Encounter 
(694) (38820) 330 Marlene (1984) 
(30578) 530 Angus (1995) (58801). 030 
.Semmes Fatales (9379) See Pick of the 
(Qty. 730 knmed te te RamBy (B9£5 (4163) 
$30 Mars Attacks! (696) (70172066) 
1045 Fatal Attraction (687) (253630). 
12-45 Dangerous Liaisons (688) 

(838370). 045 Famly of Cops I (S96) 
(16283) 430 - 630 Mariano (©84) 
(347950) 

SKY CINEMA 

1130 Anne of Green Gables (634) 
(2957172) 1230 KJondke Annie (636) 
(2551289) 230 Government GM (643) 
$444356)430 Breakfast at mffanyte 
(661) (693153) 630 Hte Khd of 
Woman (651) (8457820) 630 Town 
on Trial (657) (8436337) 1030 Hang 
Em Wgh (668) (1775068) 1135 
Monsieu- Vadoux (647) (29657153) 

230 Une Femme Francaise (1995) 

(3056370) 040 Hs Kind of Woman 

(SSI) (9462776) 535 CiOGa 

F1LMFOUR 

630 GMdora. the Three Hearted ManstBr 
4^65) (2*97578) 630 Mutate Wed*6 

$468795) 1030 The Advertures of 
PrtacBa, Queen of the Desert (694) 
$889066) 1230 Ftorrper Stomper (^ 

(8312115) 130 Backbee* (693) (5544080) 

340 Bandwagon (695) (9622028) 

BRAVO 

830 The Extremists (364463- 830 

Rab C Nesbitt (3120269) 930 LA 

Detectives (9999004) 1030 Hafcn 
Stripping Housewives (677*337) 1030 
Taxicab Contesstona (0783085) i W 
Fin; Porky* Revenge (685) (W3817) 
130 Sax Bytes (5056028) 135 Fim: 


Radio choice 


IT HAS been 200 years 
Wolfe Tone, founding father of 
Irish republicanism, pnmmrttpd 
suicide after a foiled revolt 
against the British: Ffergal 
Keane tells his story in United 
Irishman (230pm Rt). There’s 
a sort of link to the new series of 
Better than Sex (7.45pm R4): 
the first person to offer a 
favourite sensual pleasure is the 
Irish playwright Sebastian 


Barry, who, in such plays as 
The Steward qf Christendom, 
has uncovered some of the odd 
relationships between the Irish'- 
and British. Later on, there’s a 
new serialisation of Hard TSmes 
(1030pm World Service), 
which stars Tom Baker (right). 
Its done in typically plain World 
Service style; but that suits 
Dickens’s most direct novel 

Robert Banks 



galvanising support among the 

suffering Russian people 
Jcrtn Tomlinson, bass (Boris) 
John Daszak, tenor (Dmitri), 
Robert Teai; tenor (Shtisky) 
Chorus and Orchestra of English 
National Opera/Paii DanteL 

9- 05 The Real Boris. Robin 
Miner-GUBand and Geoffrey 
Hosking talk about the historical 
tsar Boris Godunov and compare 
him with Musorgskyfe version, 
exploring Borises antecedents and 
his legacy to Russia 

930 Boris Godunov, Part 2. 

10- 45 Best VifordSk Michael 
Rosen introduces the latest 
reviews, performances and inter- 
views from the world of poetry. 
+135 Leroy Anderson. 

+130 Jazz on 3 l 

100 - (LOO Through the hfight 

RADIO 4 

(924346MHz FM) 

630 News Briefing. 

6-05 Sports Desk. 

530 Open Country. 

(157 Weather 
700 Today 
900 Home Truths. 

IOuOO News; Loose Ends, 

+100 News; The Food 

Progamma 

+130 From Our Own 

Correspondent 

1200 News; Money Bax. 

1200 True Lies, 

1205 Weather. 

100 News 
135 Any Questions?. 

200 News; Any Answers? 0171 
5804444 


2-30 United Irishman. See Pick 
of the Day. 

300 News; The Saturday Play: 
The Black Spectacles. (R) 

400 News; Weekend Womans 
Har. 

500 Saturday PM. 
SOOlaldngPidures. 

504 Shipping Forecast 
507 Weather. 

600 Six OCtock News 
635 The Now Show. 

6-45 \bu Probably Think This 
Song Is about You (R) 

700 Saturday Review Tom 
Sutrfffe and guests review the 
weekts cultural events 
745 Better than Sex. Four 
writers celebrate a single, reacSy 
avaiabie sensual experience 
which gives them intense 
pleasure 1: Sebastian Barry on 
PutfrraTobias to Bed*. See Pick 
of the Day. 

800 The Archive Hour. Hoax. 
The art of hoaxing has a special 
place in history, from the Cotting- 
ley fairies to the man who sold 
the Eiffel Tower. Nick Yapp takas 
a look at this phenomenon, ask- 
tog what makes people want to 
carry out a hoax and why victims 
are so easiy hoodwinked 
900 News; The Classic Serial: 
The Warden. By Anthony Troflope, 
dramatised tor rado in two 
episodes by Martyn Wade 2: 

Tom between ferrtfy loyalty and 
her love for John Bold, Eleanor 
Harding beseeches the latter to 
give up his action Egatost her 
father With Stephen Moore Janet 
Maw; Peter Howel and Jiy Bond 


Director Cherry Cookson 
10.00 News and Weather. 

1045 The Moral Maze 
Michael Bueric, Janet Daley, Ian 
Hargreaves, David Starkey and 
David Cook cross-examine 
guests on the moral and ethical 
issues behind one of the weekfc 
controversies. 

HOO News; Aerial Views. Jen- 
nifer Cox tafcs to four European 
broadcasters about the cities 
they work h and the music they 
play 1: Sean Lovett of Rado VtetF 
carta at the Vatican City, Roma 
+130 Messages to Mysett Di- 
^byo^peopiatR) 

12-25 Experimental Feature: SfrD 
No Truca Three programmes 
featuring spedafly commissioned 
works from Wefcn poet and priest 
R S Thomas. 1: True to My 
Name*. 

1280 The Late Story: A Snow- 
man on the Old Perth Road 
In John Burnside'S new story, a 
childhood prank leaves tfetong 
scars. It was a stupid thing to do 
and although the idea was his, I 
couldn't help thinking, later, that I 
was to blame.' Read by John 
Gordon Sardair. 

1238 Shipping Forecast 
100 As World Service 
580 World News. 

585 Shtopina Forecast 
530 Insnore Forecast 
580 - 6.00 Bels on Sunday. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(198 kHz) 

1280 - 1284 News Headlines; 
Shippiig Forecast 


Satellite and Cable 


Satellite Choice 


THE TRUMAN SHOW revealed a 
new Jim Carrey one capable of 
going for virtually an entire movie 
without puffing a face. But he 
made his name as a guroer and 
those abilities are on display in 
Liar liar (8pm Sky Premier), 
Brian Grazer's lightweight 
satellite premiere. Carrey plays 
Fletcher Reede, a high-flying 
lawyer who has made his way to 
the top being economical with 
the truth. When he misses his 
son Max’s fifth birthday party 


Canntoal Vtfamen in the feocatio Jungle of 
Death (689) (3949863) 330 Fin: Tbirisl 
Ttap (679) (7HS134) 530 - 030 The 
Extremist s (9329196) 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
430 Wigs over Viatnam (5624820) 

530 Batlteftefcte P790375) ZOO Wheels 
and Keeta: Howercrata (9373068) 830 
Re0hg Planet (998Z714) 930 Extreme 
Machines (99CC57B) 1030 Forensic 
Detacthres (9972337) 1130 Battta&eidB 
(7149191) 130 The Century of Warfare 
(8564592)230 Ctosa 

SKY ONE 

ZOO Bunp in the Night (76840) 730 
Wid WOst Cowtx^s of Moo Mesa 
(55356) 830 The Adventure s erf Slnb ad 
(54085) 930 The Simpsons £9733) 
930 Count Duckitia (B666) 1030 The 
Beet of the Chris Brens Show (44240) 
•HJOO WresJfing (64004) 1230 Wresttng 
(84017) 130 The New Adventures of 
Superman (60337) 230 The Newtywd 
Game (B9T7) 230 The Newlywed Game 
(9172) 330 M*A«S*H (7*34) 330 
M*A*S*H (5917) 430 Star TTek: Deep 
Speoe 14ne (75790) 530 Star ~Retc 
Vbyeoer (1004) 630 Xiana: Vtarrior 
Process (73801) 7X» The Smpsons 

(273?) 730 The Sfcnpecns (037) 630 
3rd Rock from the Sun (863)830 3rd 
Rock from the Stxi (7288) 930 Space: 
Above and Beyond (WR2) 1030 Sar 
Hale Deep Space Me (24 550) H30 
Star Itek: Vbyager (32269) 1230 


Max makes a birthday wish 
that his father tell the truth for 
24 hours, and Carrey’s life is 
turned qpad&down. Glenn Close 
(right), the subject of tonight’s 
Femmes fatales (630pm Sky 
MovfeMn), specialises in mcoe 
serious roles. This profile is 
followed tonight by an evening' 
of her films; Immediate Family 
(7pm), Mars Attacks 1 (9pm), 
Fatal Attraction (10.45pm), and 
Dangerous Liaisons (12.45am). 

James Hampton 


Showbiz WbeUy (53850) 1230 The Big 
Easy (05738) 130 Rre (56080) 230 - 
630 Long Play (3003028) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

630 Hold the Back Pbqb (B98T1) 730 
Sports Certre (86608) 830 Aerobics 
(40604) 630 Rackig(90136) 930 Back 
Pbge@726E)1030Worid1enptaBowi- 
tig (22268) 1130 Max Rawer (B4S82) 
1230 Soccer Saiurday (162260) 530 
Rugby League Great Britain v New 
Zealand (319085) 830 Wibrid Sport 
(4630) 930 Fight Ntfit (B0375) «30 
PW6sctef4ght-BrtttshfitneesChaTpon- 
Shts (72725) 1230 BasMbal Btimtag- 
ham BUtets vs Derby Storm (39467) 
230 Saturday Fight (27844) 430 
MuSCfc M£fit (32776) 530 H20 (42931) 
530 > 630 Futboi Mundtal (78283) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

630 Rabal (2898882) 630 WU Spirits 
(7007917) ZOO Aerobics (B67S268) Z30 
Rating News (8687004) 830 Soccer AM 
(3096443) 1230 Vbleybel (4072172) 
1230 Fomnuia Three Racing (7816846) 
130 Motor Sport (1260337) 530 Max 
power (4823530) 630 Beach VWeybafl 
03363733) 630 Senior PGA (8350085) 
ZOO BodybUkSng (B0656S) 830 For* 
the Duel 1996 (3074901) 9LOO hktior 
Sport (3410646) 130 W2d Splits 
(5416134) 130 VbBeybafl (2988554) 

230 Rugby LaaguB Seat Britain vs 
New Zealand (7122134 430 - 630 
Baaketbel (8124863) 



SKY SPORTS 3 

1230 Wtoeraports Wbrid (97450068) 
100 Pooh the Duel -G98 (BHS5676) 230 
Beech Vbleybefl Tbtr (77031801) 230 
H2Q P2 6 97733) 630 Rebel TV 
(77027608) 330 Showjumping Classic 
(93468801) 530 Fbotbafl Scrapbook 
(93464356) ZOO Basketball Btantag h a m 
Bititats v D»by Storm (35578559) 930 
Beach VbleybaB Ibur (53675559) 930 
WM^tirtts 96000527)1030 fctieme- 
tionai Rugby League Great Britain vs New 
Zealand (536S9SU) 1230 Ctosa 

EUROSPORT 

730 Xtrame Sports (8806Q. 930 
Bobstak^i (79820) 1030 Tentis (29608) 
1230 ‘fennis (M62G) 130 lbnnis 
(37627) 330 Rugby Union (57289) 430 
"tennis (T1612) 630 Waghtffttog (5W27) 
830 Bcectog (52356) 930 SiperarOSS 
(55443) ILOO Bowing (90443) «30 
DertB (68979) 130 Ctosa 

UK GOLD 

730 Big Break (7550820)730 Neigh- 
boure(B«3467G) 935 Dales (8829086) 
12i0 EastEnders (3672801) 330 The 
B1 (3554065) 530 CUzen Smith 
(55988Q. 620 F&m Doctor in Trouble 
(870) (T7864066) 830 The Brtttas 
Empke (TO 806 ^. 630 Shoodng Stars 
(5750*3) 930 Rod Dwarf (9243820) 
reomen Behaving Beefy (94M434) 
■UL40 One Foot in the Save (578288) 
1L20 FkK VidMchtine (882} (5835646) 
125 Best of the 0« &ey whistte test 


RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693. 909kHz MW) 

(100 Dirty Tackle. 

130 Breakfast 
9.00 Chfes cn Saturday. 

HOO Move It 
+130 The Back Page. 
tLOO SportscaB. 

100 Sport on Five. 

636 Six-O-Six. 

8JH) Dalyn UK. Richard Dalyn 
with news from around the UK. 
100 The Treatment Stuart Ma- 
coTBB and guests review the 
weekh news. 

KWH) Late hfight Currie. Edvirina 
Currie with the weetentfa big is- 
sues, including sport to depth at 
1030; and a news briefing at Tioa 
100 Up A8 Night 

5- 00 - (LOO Moating Reports. 
CLASSIC FM 
fKMHFIOtSMHz FM } 

6- 00 Sarah Lucas HOO Count- 
down. HOO Masters of Their Art 
124)0 Mike Read 2L00 Margaret 
Howard 6^)0 Classic FM at the 
Movies ZOO Smooth Classics at 
Seven 9J>0 Opera Glide IOlOO 
The Classic Quiz. 1200 Midnight 
Music. 200 Evening Concert 
400 - 600 Sunday Start 
VIRGIN RADIO 

ft215, 1197- 1260kHz MW 
105,8MHz FM) 

600 Jeremy Clark. 900 Harriet 
Scott 1200 Cfassic Countdown 
with Russ WRams 200 Rock 
and Rofl Football with Chris 
Evans 600 Wheels of Steel 
1000 Janey Lee Grace 200 - 
600 Richard West 
WORLD SERVICE RADIO 
(f98kHz LW) 

130 SourxJvvorks. 145 Sports 
Roundup. 200 Newsday. 230 
Music Review 300 Wond News 
345 Sports Roundupt 330 
From Our Own Correspondent 
400 Newsdesk. 400 Global 
Business 500 Newsday. 530 - 
600 Jazzmatazz. 

TALK RADIO 

600 Paul Ross and Carol McGif- 
fn 900 Wsndy Lloyd +130 
Danny Baker and Danny Kefiy. 
100 Premiership Slow with Alan 
Miiery. 300 Nationwide League 
Live Commentary. 530 Danny 
Baker and Danny Kely. 730 
Nancy Roberta 1000 Mike ABea 
200 - 600 Mike Dickn. 


(7937SG) 145 MaBBrmM (7936467) 
235 Fferc The Lawkn Frontier (635) 
(4563221) 230 - 73 0 Shopping with 
Soreenohop (283829) 

LIVING 

630 Tiny Livtag (90496733) 935 Tem- 
pestt (B767288) 9 l 55 Rotonda (8945004) 
re45 Special Babies (5565733) 1U5 
Uving It Upl (3580996) 1245 Can) Cook, 
Wait Cook (2165627) 1235 Ready, 
Steady. Cook (9048337) 120 Mchael 
Cota (1888424) 240 The Roeeame Show 
(3481578) 330 FJm: Daisy Kenyon ( B47) 
^2901356) 535 Hart to Hat $>730511) 
630 Fim: DotogTkne on Maple Drive 
(691) (B45546S) 830 Rbscub 911 
(688608) 8-30 Beyond Belief: Factor 
Fictton (600443) 930 Jerry Sprtoger 
Double B5 (8466578) 1130 The Sat 
Flea I (7*252563) 1230 Ctosa 

TNT 

630 Kalyb Heroes (670) (43075694) 
H30 Battleground (640) (4W59608) 

130 They Ware Expendable (®45) 
(B3045883) S45 The Red Badge of 
Courage (651) (2909682) 5-00 Ctosa 

PARAMOUNT 
COMEDY CHANNEL 

730 Ouetess (9707) Z30 Desmond* 
(4085) 830 Roseeme (6337) 830 Just 
Shoot Me (817^. 930 FBm: Class (683) 
(76027358) re45 Gogs (255356) 1130 
Emtrash (21998) 1130 The Larry 
Sanetare Show (7D19I) 1230 Armstrong 
and Mftx (75196) 1230 In Bed vrith 
MecSmer (80770) 130 Comedy Store 
(S737C9. 130 Cbto Class (B3301) 230 Dr 
KPtZ (78S92) 230 Soap (B439E8. 330 
T bs an d Fbs (B7T34) 330 Mg H tst an d 
(88870) 430 Ctosa 

GRANADA PLUS 

630 The Box (65097M) 730 The 
Cuckoo Watt* (5016608) Z30 Leave It to 
Charfe (502B443) 830 Hokfing the Fort . 
(B96K45) 830 Ttte Pigtat Flee 
(836086) 930 Giadatore (9*6337) 
1030 The Persuaders (5921627) HOO 
B Extreme Close-Up (5929627) tl30 
Jeeves and Vltoorter ^964337) 1230 
Ratun Of the Saint (1258085) 130 
E n msr da te (8960207) 430 FBwe Jekyl 
and Hyde (690) @596795) 630 The 
Persuaders (B15346Q. ZOO Hawai Five-O 
(7U12882) 030 Jewss and Wooster 
(702S30) 930 A Kind of Laving 
(70606S) 1030 The ComecSans 
(436658D re®0 Stand Up (4S66Z89) 
HOO As Granada Men & Motors 
(880666) 230 Ctosa 
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INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 

Chess 

JON SPEELMAN 

THE CREAM has been rising to the jw"V ' vjf ngre 

top in the seventh Monarch Assur- [A .. AW 

ance Open in the Isle of Man, as the ^ j 

leaders reem-er from their various i ^ M 

set-backs. X 

EmflSutOTsk^£Kigina% Russian. ' 4^ jf/L 

now Israeli, was the last to surren- 

der a perfect score when he drew ^ 

with the second seed, Sergei Tivi- 
akov. in round four on Wednesday. 

MeamrtiiJe Nigel Short bad beaten ^ ^ ft jfc i 

Fridman to take a share of the lead «« xk *^-0-, 

while EhlvesL Baburin. Rausis. S, Q, S§r 

Arkeli and Haskett in today’s ex- 
cellent game, also won. alread>- bad an ideal positk 

In Thursday's round Sutovsky I'm smV that in the dfogra 
and Short drew and arejoined in the White was afraid of 17 NxdG N 
lead by Tiviakov and Plaskett who when lSh3 QsfiJ+ 19 Khl (3 iscv 
both won. There are eight players tains. However IS Ne4 Qxh2+ IS b 
half a point behind. Qhl+ 20KeSQxg231 QB! is fine! 

Last century the Reverend Owen While; so Black should simply r 
introduced the Queen's fianchetto capture 17 Nxd6 cxdfi!. 
opening for Black. This idea, dor- There arc lots of nice vaiiatiui 
mant for nearly a century, was at the end. Perhaps the prettiest 
taken up again by Tot^ Miles in the 23 Bxc7 R8fi» 24 Qd2 Nxel 25 Qx 
Se\*enties to forge a family of sys- Rh5 26 NE Qh2+ 27 Kfi Rhfa 2S E 
terns, nonnally against id4, which R5xf4! 29 gxf-4 Qh3 + 30 Kc2 Rc3 
are now called - at least in this 

country - the English defence. White: C Hanley 

There is a fine book by that Black: Jim Plaskett 

name, sad))' now long out of print. Isle of Man 1998 

by Keene. Tisdali and Plaskett English defence 

himself And I also have been a long- 1 c4b6 i6Ne4Qh4isi 

time devotee of the defence, though 2Nc3e6 diagram) 

unfortunately really well prepared 3 e4 Bb7 17 £37 Bb4! 

opponents hare become somewhat 4 N13 Bb4 18 Qxb4 Nd3 

of a liability as theory has threatened 5 Bd3 Ne7 19 g3 £\gJ 

to consign the more dubious lines 6 Ne2 fS 20 hxg3 Qlui 

to the scrap heap. 7 Ng3 0-0 21 Qc5 Rsf3 

Hanley tried an idea with which 8 D O Bd6 22 Bf4 Rf8 
Alexander Chemin beat me last 9 exf5 Nxf5 23 Rfl R8xf4 

year. But Haskett improved on it 10 Bxf5 «f5 24 Rxf3 Rxf3 

with the excellent 7... 0-0, instead ll Rel Qffc 25 Qd2 Qg4 

ofmy7...Ng6?L‘ not fearing 8 a3Bd6 12 d4 BxfS! 26 Qe2 Nf4 

9e5Bc5 10b4 Bxf2! 11 Qxf3Bd4 12 13Qxf3Nc6 27 Qel Qh3 

Qxa8 Bxal. 14 d5 Ne5 28 Qd2 Re3! O 

White exchanged off his bishop 15 Qc3 f4 
with 10 Bxf5 to free the d pawn, but 

after 12... Bxf3! and 13... Nc6 Blade ispeelman@comDuserve.com 


alread\‘ bad an ideal position. 

I'm suA* that in the diagram 
White was afraid of 17 NxdG Ng4 
when IS h3 Qx£l+ 19 Khl (3 is cur- 
tains. However IS Ne4 Qxh2 + IS Kfl 
Qhl + 20 Ke2 Qxg2 21 QO! is fine for 
White; so Bfack should simply re- 
capture 17 Nxd6 cxd6!. 

There arc lots of nice variations 
at the end. Perhaps the prettiest is 
23 Bxc7 R8f5 24 Qd2 Nxel 25 Qxel 
Rh5 26 NC Qh2+ 27 Kfl Rhfa 28 Bf4 
R5xf4! 29 gxf4 Qh3 + 30 Ke2 RoB + 

White: C Hanley 
Black: Jim Plaskett 
Isle of Man 1998 
English defence 


1 c4b6 

16 Ne4 Qh4 (see 

2Nc3e6 

diagram i 

3 04 Bb7 

17 137 Bb4! 

4Nf3Bb4 

IS Qxb4 Nd3 

5 Bd3 Ne7 

19«3fs«3 

6 Ne2 f5 

20hxg3Qli3 

7 Ng3 (H) 

21 Qc3 Rxf3 

8 D O Bd6 

22 Bf4 RfB 

9exf5Nxf5 

23 Rfl R8xf4 

10 Bxf5exfS 

24 Bxf3 Rxf3 

llRelQfS 

25 Qd2 Qg4 

I2d4 BxfS! 

26 Qe2 Nf4 

13 Qxf3Nc6 

27 Qel Qh3 

14 d5 Ne5 

28 Qd2 Re3! CM 


15 Qc3f4 

jspeelman@compuserve.com 


BRIDGE 

ALAN Hi RON 


“I THINK you got that one wrong, 
partnert" commented West good-hu- 
mouredly after an unsuccessful de- 
fence against South’s chib gamp on 
fhis dea l from match-play. 

After two passes South opened 
One Club and West overcalled with 
One Heart North suggested a max- 
imum pass and a liking for dubs by 
bidding TWo Hearts, and East raised 
obstructively to Three Hearts. Still 
angling for 3 No-trumps, South ex- 
plored with Three Spades but, with 
nothing in hearts. North went back 
to Fbur Chibs. As his partner could 
hardly have enough high cards to 
make a slam possible. South con- 
tended himself with Five Clubs. All 
passed and West led <5>K. 

When his king held, West con- 
tinued with 'v’Q. Now the play was 
easy for a good technician. De- 
clarer ruffed, drew trumps, ruffed 
dummy's last heart and cashed 
three diamonds, ending on the table. 
Then he led a spade, putting in the 
nme when East played low (it would 
not hare helped East to try the jack, 

for South merely covers with his 
queen). West won with his 10 but was 
end-played - either he led a spade 
into South’s remaining tenace, or 
conceded a ruff and discard. 

West’s complaint was that his 
partner should have foreseen such 


Love all; dealer North 
North 
♦4 3 2 
<TI062 
0 A K 7 
♦ KJ»)4 

East 


West 
♦ K 105 
•PK.QJ73 
0652 
♦63 


♦ JS76 
OA9S5 
0 10 9 S 4 

♦S 


South 
♦A 09 
<5*4 

00 J 3 

♦AQ 1075 2 

a development and overtaken ^ K 
with his ace to return a spade at 
trick two. Can you see why this did 
not help? (As capably demonstrat- 
ed by South at the other table.) De- 
clarer covers the law spade with his 
nine and this loses to the 10. But now 
after ruffing the next heart lead, de- 
clarer ran all his trumps and fol- 
lowed with three diamonds, ending 
in dummy who had retained *6 
S’ 10. West, now in sole control of the 
hearts, was forced to bare his king 
of spades, and, bearing in mind 
West’s entry into the bidding, it 
was not difficult for declarer to play 
his ace and drop West’s ♦K. 


Concise Crossword 


Na3768 Saturday 14 November 

PH 12 f 


FI fe 


1151 1 I 6 
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REGIONAL TELEVISION VARIATIONS 


BBC! N IRELAND ^ ^ 

AsBSCI England ««c«| rt= 4^o 

Rttl Sore t2307M7) 4-S5 NOrtwn 
hrfand Roaitep3887M) 535 Newsfoe 


ANGLIA 

^urracrepti 1230 Off the WaD. 
i/o-D Q w to firi nmnnts a S 806 S tfrfanQ a 


B6C1 SCOTLAND _ ^ 

As BBtM England use pfcjg* 

Grandstand fiwn Scottand (9088511) 445 

I UOm La W7TUI RuOtV 


. , IrnpB^enHiistiarforthBSo^XV 83 

• ' , - tttey get ready to prove ttemsalvw 

■N agatastasquadtfwtinckictes no toss than 

seven All Btacka (42027581)430 
Altemoon Sportsoene p4CT72) S^ 

/ Reporting Scotland (9364153) 1^40 
^ | Sportwene - Match of t he Day -. Pgjg*. 

", Dornely introduces hitfifews 

. (H ,\ tooQial action to Scottana toctatfng ® 

■i 1 a 1 Johnskxw v CeWc, and Motherwrtv 

‘ hasse=&s r jss aantam 

1 *?BC1 WALES 

■ M ii.f ■ 


Enggfih Pranntareh 4 M 

J?BC1 WALES 

■ 1 8BC1 England 

m Saturday & 
on Saturday (779379S 


gland presents; 
anytrtnqandai 
i rn itar CutU& to 


ttops to for artwL and 

SSa 

XS&SSSSSSiSSLt 

sSs WM 

/504349X7) 530 Anrfa Mews and Sport 


675337) 12^5 Ffon The 

«S5^r 

IBsssp— 


CENTRAL 

As LWT WCflob 1230 PramteraA 
Bvety ffide to wrath on to the Central 
region, covering nude, movies, art and 
theatre In Ms edttton, NBra Parfwr and 
vix meet the Ld Fi Afetere and designer 
Fatly Bel Ptos the Wtfi annual 
amngham flhi festival, and a tacefft for 
WateaGafary (27808) L35 Central 
News and Vltaathsr (944603) Z40 

Atvkft Acton adventure cedes about a 
W-tech hebxpter and its heroic pact Jo 
Santiri terns iha tfie man Introducing a 


530 Central News, Vwathar and Goals 
Extra (8^0443) «oo News; ; waafiher 
(780627) 435 JoMtodsr (78342370) 
530 SpoBgrt Asia (64115) 

HTV WALES 

Ax LWT except: 1230 Movtas, 
Games and Videos (27608) 135 HTV 
htaws (5944606) 140 Afrwoif (156434. 
530 HTV Vtfeitee Naws and Sports 
Rwtffc (8W9443) 1U5 MTV BiPOpe 
Musis Awards 98 (675337) 1245 Fftm 
The Games (474000) 235 New 
Baywatch (8750778) 3^40 &Je Mght 
PWW CT67931) 435 Coadl (7897568) 
435 Not Fade Away (4904432) 


HTV WEST 

A» HTV Wales except* 1230 

SbortswBBk. Matt Arnold presents 
Nghlghtsof the weeks sporting averts In 
the West Cotxitry, (27600. L40 No 
Naked Ftoma& teenage ifestyle and 
activity progamme axned at 13- to 17- 
year-olds. to thta programme; Dan and 
Ktfe last thalr latent at BuUrfs. (B7967141 
240 Vitamer Brothers Cartoon (17806917) 

MERIDIAN 

A* LWT except: 1230 Dtaosauv 

S 135 Meriden News and Weather 
6) 130 Airwoff (610434) 530 
News and Weather (8719443) 

tloo News Ha&dnas; National weather 
(780627) 1115 MTV Europe Music 
Awards 98 (675337) 1235 Fin: The 
Games (fflOOS?) Z3S New Baywateh 
(87S077S) 3M Bft Wit Party 
(2167931) 435 Coach 089756^. 435 
Not Ftada Away (490443^ 

WESTCOUNTRY 
Aa IMT except: 1230 Movtas, 

Games and Videos (27608) 135 
Westoouitry Nows ^944608) 130 
Extreme (3657578L 2*5 Cartoon Time 
H8935SZ7) 530 WBetooirtry News 
(8749443) tU5 MTV EixOpS Mitac 
Awards 08 (875337) 1245 Ftn; The 


Games (CT009) 235 New Baywatoh 
*750776) 630 BSb Mgh: Party 
(2t®TO1) 4J» Coach (7807566) <35 
Not Fade Amy (4804432) 

YORKSHIRE 

As LWT except 1230 Dfnosars. 
Genus attack Baby; toadtog to the 
invention of a new kind of medeina 
(27808) 135 Calendar Nsws and 
Weedier (5944608) 530 Calendar News 
(9370714) 535 SCOTBfine (4514424) 

TYNE TEES 

As YorfcsMre nxcopk 135 North 
East Newe and Wbathw ^944608) 530 
North East News and Wteather (fcK^Om) 
535 FtilTme (4514434) 

S4C 

A* Channel 4 axeepfa 1230 Jeckse. 
ReiaSng the rfory ot German Jews in 
IsraBl 00338207) 535 Brooksida Jmmy 
deckles to take matters hto hte own 
hands. Jacqti agontaee over tBling 

Susannah abow Max and Faya 

(83999356) 735 Newyddion (95027288) 
Z40 Gwyl Genid Dent Cymru 698. Yr 
Weddffug. Live coverage of the 698 
anmafeedval Of tratfUonal wbwi muBic 
and dancing. Subsequent programmes 
are subfect to changa (29454004) 


ACROSS DOWN 

I French pointer (5) 1 Vegetable (7) 

4 Scolded (7) 2 Attain (5) 

5 Compass direction (7) 3 Play with thumbs (7) 

9 Play (5) 4 Mendicant (6) 

10 Garden pest (5) 5 Direction finding device 

II Spray (7) (5) 

13 Animal fat (4) 6 Passage (7) 

15 Access (6) 7 Slow speech delivery (5 ) 

17 Ptison owing money (6) 12 Whirlpool (4) 

20 Gemstone (4) 14 Long period of lime (4) 

22 Drug (7) 16 Manoeuvres (7) 

24 Distant (5) 18 Inspect (7) 

26 farewell (5) 19 Displaced person (7) 

27 Retaining fence (7} 21 Close at hand (6) 

28 Thorough understanding 22 Bewitch (5) 

(7) 23 Question (5) 

29 Weird (5) 25 Type of willow (5) 

Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 1 Rc. 3 Seize (Rices). 7 fomifar. 8 Lope. 9 OuKtrctched. 10 Skimrn , 

12 Petite. 14 Merchant bonk. 18 Limb. 19 Siuixroa, 20 Stein, 2] Oaf. DOWN: 
1 Peacock. 2 Edict. 3 Serge. 4 midi, 5 Eagle, b Wintry, 1 1 Macabre. 12 Pul out. 

13 TaLc-ofl. 15 Edits. 16 Anon, 17 Aggro. 
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Save the savings clubs 


The demise of supermarket 
Christmas schemes is a 


blow for the less well-off. 


By Paul Slade 


S 


upermarket bank 
accounts and loyal- 
ty cards have all but 
wiped out the 
special Christinas 
savings schemes 
which many low-income shop- 
pers rely on. Of the UK’s five 
leading supermarket chains, 
only Sainshxny’s and the Co-op 
.offer Christmas schemes -and 
the Sainsbuxy's one may not 
last verylong. 

Sainsbuxy’s Christmas Saver 
Account boosts its normal 3.25 
per cent interest rate to 6.25 per 
cent for sums paid in by the end 
of October and not withdrawn 
again till December. The Co-op 
plan adds a £2 bonus to every 
completed £38 card of saver 
stamps redeemed against goods 
in December: 

Janice Allen, at the National 
Consumer Council, believes 
year-round supermarket savings 
accounts are no substitute: 
“Christmas schemes are a way 
of disciplining yourself when 
you have very little leeway in 
your budget We would be very 
concerned if these schemes 
were to disappear completely 
because they offer the less well- 
off an option which they value 
highly.” 

David Noble, Sainsbury’s 
Bank marketing director; says: 
“The whole image of saving for 
Christmas is more strongly 
attached to people who are older 


who have less interest in credit 
than the younger age-group.” 

Nevertheless, Salisbury's is 
considering dropping its Christ- 
mas Saver Account from mnrf 
year onwards, because vezy few 
people use it As the chain’s 
instant-access account offers a 
sfightly better interest rate -6.75 
per cent - with no restrictions on 
withdrawals, most Sainsfaury’s 
shoppers naturally enough pick 
the better-paying and more 
flexible option. 

But far savers putting away 
the bare minimum, the practical 
difference between the two 
accounts is negligible. 

Making 12 monthly payments 
of £10 each into the Christmas 
Saver Account, making sure you 
qualify for your bonus, would 
earn you interest of £4.02. The 
same investment in the instant- 
access account would earn you 
just 24p extra. 

. Jbr same, it is the very in- 
fleribDify of Christmas savings 
plans which makes them warth- 
whil& They cfiscourageyou from 
taking your money out eariy, as 
that means yon would lose out 

Last month's Personal In- 
vestment Authority report cm 
low-income savers says: ‘The 
additional expenditure incurred 
at Christmas is hard to accom- 
modate on a low income. 

“Christmas dubs and super- 
market savings-stamps were 
used to save up for additional 



Christmas saver schemes were a boon for many low-income famili es 


Topham 


food. [This] was attractive as it 
offered putting away money as 
part of aroutine and it was seen 
as savings that were ring- 
fenced”. 

Asda offers a similar scheme 
to the Co-op’s, this time adding 
a £2 bonus to every £48 saver 
card redeemed between 9 
November and 31 December 

About 678,000 Asda shoppers, 
over 10 per cent of the store's 


customer base, use this scheme. 
Marie WShamson, a spokesman 
fix' Asda, says: “A significant 
proportion erf our customers like 
this way of saving and like the 
scheme, which ijs why we’ve 
kept it and will continue to do so.” 

Mr Noble accepts it is partly 
the concentration of resources 
on newer initiatives such as 
loyalty cards that e xplains the 
slow demise of Christmas 


savings schemes for the poor. 

He adds: “You wiD find that in 
the period from the end of No- 
vember to jurt before Christmas, 
you see an increase in redemp- 
tions.” 

Other chains, such as 
Somecfield, offer savings-stamps 
schemes which are not specifi- 
cally tied to Christmas, but 
where redemptions do hit a peak 
at around that time of year Over 


90 per cent erf Somerfield savings 
stamps are redeemed in No- 
vember December or January. 

Pete Williams, a spokesman 
for Somerfield, says: “It is all 
geared around Christmas. But 
we don’t feel anyone should be 
penalised if they fill up the 
stamps card and then, for what- 
ever reason, don’t use it at 
Christmas. Other cultures have 
other things to save for.” 


Bargain Hunter 


PROPERTY OF THE WEEK 

With a little imagination ... 



SINGLE DGL 
HOUSE, near 
Dover in Kent, was 
built in l*4)h as an 
engine shed, so 
lacks refinements 
like bedrooms, 
bathrooms or a 
kitchen. Described as “an exciting opportunity*' by- 
age fits Ciut tons Daniel Smith, it would require 
considerable sums lo turn it into a home. An award- 
winning architect. Lorain O’Herlihy. has plans 
which allow for a glass structure to he built within 
the walls and indudes an internal garden. The 
building will also need new roof and windows. .-Ml 
for £1 15.000. For details, ring 01227 457441. 

Rosalind Russell 


CAR OF THE WEEK 

Have a supermini Christmas 


IN THIS increasingly difficult economic climate 
and with the traditional prc-Yuietide slide, buyers 
have to be tempted into car showrooms. So 
D C Cook is offering an excellent “driveawav” 
package on S-registercd. delivery mileage. 

Citroen Saxo Super Sprints. These special-edition 
examples have a driver's airbag and alloy wheels, 
and. at £6,995, represent a £2,000 saving on the 
list price. Not only that. D C Cook is throwing in 
two years’ free insurance. You might even be able 
to link it to its 0 per cent finance offer. Call on 
01226 2066657. or visit a showroom near vou. 


James Rufpert 


DEAL OF THE WEEK 

Anything you can do 


One of the “advantages” of writing Deal of the 
Week is that if you feature one product and a 
cheaper exists, you will soon hear about it. In 
September, 1 said one provider offered "bargain'' 
travel cover. Enter Primary Direcu another travel 
insurer. Its cover starts at £1 2 for a single person 
in Europe and £25 worldwide over 17 days, or £25 
and £50 for a family with an unlimited number of 
children. Call 0990 775SS5 for annual cover, 
otherwise call 0990 J332I8. 

Nic cicirm 


WRITING A will may not be top 
of your list of priorities bat It is 
one of those essential things 
you should do. And now is the 
ideal time to do it as November 
is Will Aid month, when more 
than 2,000 firms (rfsolidtOTS will 
be offering their services Cnee 

to anyone wanting a simple wOL 
Normally this would cost 
you a minim um of SO. But in- 
stead of charging this fee, so- 
licitors biking part in the 

scheme will suggest you. make 

a donation to Will Aid, which 
supports a range of charities. 
The suggested donation is £40, 
or £60 for a couple m a k ing 
mirror wills. 

It is easy to put off making 
a wilt But if you die without 
one, there is no guarantee that 


Where there’s a will, there’s a free, easy way 

It’s important to make a will, and this month solicitors are offering to do it for no charge. By Abigail Montrose 


the people -you want to leave 
your money or possessions to 
will get them. A common mis- 
conception, for example, is that 
your spouse will automatically 
inherit your estate if you die 
without leaving a wilL But in 
fact, your spouse would only 
be entitled to the first £125,000 
of your estate, phis half the re- 
mainder; with the other half be- 
ing split between your children 
orfemify. 

Unmarried couples can 
have even more problems, 


warns Charles Gordon, partner 
at Etorfoorough-based solici- 
tors Foster Savage & Gordon. 
“It is important that unmarried 
couples living together make 
wills; otherwise if one dies the 
family gets all the assets and 
not their partner;” he says. 

So tfyou live with your part- 
ner mthefr home and they die 
without having made provi- 
rion for you in their wifi, you 
could find yourself homeless as 
well as bereaved. 

If you divorce your spouse, 


Weird Wills 


adults WHO died in 
England and Whies in 1995: 
559,237. Adults who leave 
estates of more than £5,000, 
with no will: 50,104. Eighty 
per cent with estates of less 
than £5,000 leave no wilL 
Mhre women are victims of 
intestacy than are divorced. 

The shortest contested 
will: Frederick Charles 



William Thom wrote “All for 
Mother” on an envelope. 
This was contested as 
meaning “We". The 
challenge was upheld. 

The longest will: 
Frederica Evelyn Sitwell 
Cook, 95,940 words, in 1925. 


Source: NCH Action Jbr 
Children 


this will not automatically can- 
cel any existing will leaving 
everything to them. And if you 
are separated but not divorced 
and have not made a new will 
your spouse will still have a le- 
gal cdaixn to inherit 
When it comes to drawing 
up a wlD, most people should 
see a solicitor, says Abigail 
Bennett, spokeswoman Cor the 
charily Age Concern. “It's a 
very complicated area. If you do 
draw up your own will, you have 
to be very careful Even if you 


are planning a simple will we 
think it's best to go to a solid- 
toe" she says. 

As well as drawing up your 
wiH a solicitor can point out any 
possible areas of conflict and 
if necessary offer advice on 
inheritance-tax pfenning. 

Most people are best off 
seeking professional help, says 
Charles Gordon: “If your will is 
properly organised you won’t 
need to go back every year." 

If you do dedde to draw up 
your own wiD, there are a num- 


ber of common pitfalls you 
should avoid, advises Mr Gor- 
don, Ensure vour will is prop- 
erly signed, witnessed and 
dated If you are leaving your 
whole estate to one person en- 
sure you cover the possibility 
of them dying before you. 
Cover your whole estate - of- 
ten people dispose of their 
home and life assurance, but 
forget their car and the house 
contents. And remember to 
appoint an executor to carry 
out the terms of your wiD. 


Fbr solicitors in ijour area 
taking part in the Will Aid 
campaign, call 0S70 6060239. 
Age Concern offe rs n free 
guide,Makmg Your W3T -call 
0800 009966 
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There are some overdraft charges that really make people see red. As they often tell us, “...just or less and you will not be charged any fees. Things arc changing fast at Barclays. If you 

a few quid overdrawn? “...it’s only once in a blue moon? “...and my salary was due any day.” don’t happen to bank with us, perhaps you should think of 

So we’ve introduced a 3-day waiver. In any month, go overdrawn for three working days changing as well. The telephone number to call is 0800 -100 100. 

Yva miui be 1 8 or over lo have » overdraft. A written quowrtftm a » wabble on rvqnett [com Buctayi Bask PLC, Pertonnl Sector. Lonnwood CUwc, Coventry CV4 8JN. Suhtaci to tuiiu. Interest rate n 1.4*". Per munih end h variable. Equlvafem Annual Rat, nu%. Overdraft.-, arc ruiabhr un demand 
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the independent 
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are WE about to see the end 
of truly independent financial 
advice? The Office of Fbir 
Trading is preparing a report 
on the question of 
“polarisation'’. This is a rule 
which forces insurance 
salespeople either to sell the 
products of just one financial 
provider or to become folly 
independent, able to 
recommend any policy. 

The OFT is believed to be 
hostile to polarisation, arguing 
that it has foiled consumers 
and that a different system, 
called “multi-ties'', would be a 
much better option. 

Under the multi-tie system, 
salespeople would not be 
restricted to just one 
company’s products, thereby 
making much of what they 
have to say worthless. They 
could select up to half a dozen 
firms on the basis of whether 
each one has something of 
value for their clients. 

Independent financial 
advisers are arguing that this 
half-way house is not true 
independence. Consumer 
choice would be restricted to 
a handful of companies and 
their products, leading to a . 
situation where the size of 
commission paid by the 
provider might determine 
whether the salesman decides 
to link up with it 

All of this is true. Except 
that the criticisms of multi- 
ties mirror the behaviour 
exhibited by many self-styled 
independent finanmai 
advisers themselves. All too 
often IFAs operate through a 
limited cartel of companies. If 
an IFA is a member of a 
“network”, an organisation 
which handles admin work, 
carries out research and deals 
with financial watchdogs in 
return for a slice of that IFA's 
income, any advice is usually 
based on a tightly- . 
circumscribed list of 
providers. The reality is that, 
as often as not, it is also based 
an the amount of commission 
negotiated by the network. 

Put bluntly, of two products of 
equal worth to a client, the 
one most likely to make it on 
an advice panel is the one 
paying better commission. 

I firmly believe in the value 
of independent financial 
advice. Had you asked me two 
or three years ago whether I 
was in favour of keeping IFAs 



Early birds plan retirement 


NIC 

CICUTTI 

Of two products of equal 
worth, the one likely to 
be recommended is the 
one paying hi^ier 


commission to the IFA 


and salespeople completely 
separate in terms of how they 
operate, I would have said 
yes. Today Fm not so sure. 

IFAs have allowed their 
role to become blurred. If they 
want to defend their current 
position they will have to try 
much harder thaw they are at 
the present 


A PHONE call from one of our 
regular property writers, 
Ginetta Vedrickas. She tells 
me that the Government has 
scrapped plans to abolish 
DIYSO, a shared ownership 
scheme which has allowed 
housing associations to help 
thousands of would-be home- 
buyers who don't earn enough 
to take out a hill mortgage. 

According to Notting HOI 
Housing Association, the 
Government’s decision to 
reprieve DIYSO for at least 
two years follows a recent 
article on this subject written 
by Ginetta for The 
Independent, among others 
that have also appeared in 
specialist publications. 

This is excellent news, 
capping a week of accolades 
for our property section. Both 
Ginetta and Fiona 
Brandhorst, another 
colleague, were both 
commended for their work in 
the recent Halifex/Laing 
Homes awards. Fiona even 
walked off with one of the 
section categories. My 
congratulations to them both. 
And, indirectly, to you: the 
views of readers of The 
Independent count, or so it 
would appear from this story. 


Financial 


Makeover 


NAMES SALLY and 
MICHAEL CORCORAN 
AGES 36 and 37 
OCCUPATIONS PRESS 
OFFICER and ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE 


SALLY AND Michael are newly- 
weds. They earn £19,700 and £19,500 
respectively, and currently have a 
disposable income of £750 per 
month. Sally recently sold her prop- 
erty and used the proceeds to re- 
deem the mortgage on Michael’s 
house where they now live. 

She pays £50 a month to a Per- 
petual PEP (on last valuation worth 
over £ 18 , 000 ), while he contributes 
£46 per month to a Scottish Mutual 
low-cost endowment plan. Sally has 
£3,000 with a building society and 
Michael has stocks and shares 
worth £2,000. They will move house 
next spring but are unsure whether 
to seD or let Michael’s property now 
mortgage free. In addition they both 
wish to retire earty and. although 
they both see tiiesr long-tom future 

with thpjr rurrpnt pm p lnypTK, neither 

wishes to work until 60. 



Mike and Salty are looking to retire early and want to buOd a secure future 


Steve FbrrestGuceHcm 


The adviser Paul Hegarty. princi- 
pal of Sett Financial Management, 
independent financial advisers: 190 
Leeds Road, Kippax, Leeds (0113 287 
4832). A member of DBS Financial 
Management a network for IFAs. 


The advice: Sally and Michael are 
considering letting their current 
property. Michael feds rental in- 
come of £350 per month is achiev- 
able. The property’s current value 
of £37,000 is £500 less than when orig- 
inally purchased. 

First, rental income will be tax- 
able but with the ability to offeet costs 
of wear and tear On eventual dis- 
posal of toe let property, special Cap- 
ital Gains Tbx (CGT) rules apply. 

Where a let property was previ- 
ously the owners’ main family home, 
up to £40,000 of gams can be ex- 
empted. E ach spouse win Harm the 
exemption, so transferring owner- 
ship to joint names may be neces- 
sary in future years. 

Second, they need to consider 
how they would manage financially 
if the property were unoccupied for 
a period. If they decide to let 


Michael’s property they wifi need to 
borrow perhaps £30,000 more than 
would have otherwise been toe case. 
Whilst 100 per cent mortgages are 

a vailable, T nwnnm<»nri that thpy find 

a deposit of at least 1 0 per cent of the 
intended purchase price of £90,000. 

The deposit, stamp duty and 
other costs could be provided by con- 
sidering en cashing part of Sally’s 
PER her b uilding society account, 
s elling Michael's shares and saving 
their disposable income in a high in- 
terest account 

Borrowing 90 per cent avoids the 
need (with most lenders) to pay an 
indemnity premium, which could be 
up to £2,700 based on a 100 percent 
loan. Indemnity pr emiums are one 
of the costs of high loan-to-value bor- 
rowing. Most lenders also have bet- 
ter mortgage deals for those 
borrowing 90 per cent or less. 
Capped rates represent good value 
with lower initial payments and the 
ability to benefit when rates foil . 

But beware of any penalties that 
overhang the capped period, as 
these restrict the possibilities of 
re-mortgaging or negotiating further 
advantageous rates. 


Wbnyingly, Michael was told by 

afcaalding society that he couldrft use 

his current endowment policy in con- 
junction with a future mortgage. 
This, of course, is untrue. Sally's 
PEP can also be incorporated as a 
repayment vehicle. 

Sally's monthly contribution to 
her PEP will cease from next April 
when Individual Savings Accounts 
are introduced. Perpetual will con- 
tact her to invite her to ccHitinue con- 
tributions to an ISA Michael’s 
endowment matures to 14 years 
time and arranging the new loan 
over this period, while costing more, 
will help Miehafll and Salty accom- 
plish their aim of retiring early. 

Salty and Michael both belong to 
their employers’ pension schemes. 
A full description of Michael’s 
scheme was not available at the time 
of our meeting and his options can- 
not therefore be discussed to detail. 
Both schemes provide life cover of 
three times salary for Michael and 
one times salary for Salty. 

Salty wants to know what bene- 
fits she can expect As a local au- 
thority employee, berpaision will be 
based on the number of years ser- 


vice she completes and her final 
salary at retirement If she works for 
40 years (the maxi mum achievable) 

she will receive half her final salary 
as pension. She will also receive a 
lump sum worth 3/80ths of her earn- 
ings for each year of service. So. 
again, 40 years service means 
l20/800is, or 1 JS times final salary as 
a tax-free lump sum to addition to 
her pension. 

If Salty worked to 65, she would 

have 32 years service. But she wish- 
es to retire before age 60 and pays 
Additional Wuntaiy Contributions 
(AVCs) via Equitable Life to the 
Local Authority scheme, to boost 
pension provision. The pension that 
can be achieved depends upon in- 
vestment performance and annuity 
rates at retirement Cruciaity this 
will not enable Salty to retire early. 
Benefits can only be taken at the 
same time as her main scheme, 
which is normally 65. The earliest 
she could retire is 60 and provided 
25 years service has been completed 
benefits will be penalty free. 

This is one instance where a 
Free S tanding Additional Voluntary 
Contribution scheme (FSAVO can 


aisn be recommended in addition to 
her in house AVC. As the name sug- 
^ts they are separatefrora the em- 
ployers scheme and are mainly 
provided by insurance companies. 

Provided Sally leaves service, 
she can take benefits from age 50. 
Contributions are subject to an over- 
all limit of 15 per cent of salary and 
while premiums attract tax relief 
benefits may be taxable. The income 
provided wUl be a small proportion 
of her pension at normal retirement, 
but coupled with the shortened term 
on the new mortgage may give her 
the option she requires. Saving for 
retirement via an ISA sliould also be 
considered All proceeds will be tax- 
free and can be used to provide a tax- 
efficient income. 

As our couple has such a large 
amount of disposable income to in- 
vest normally. PEPs and Tessas 
would be an obvious choice. How- 
ever, with their situation in a state 
of flux, a high interest account could 
best suit their present circum- 
stances. Sally should also switch her 
building society monies to an ac- 
count with Safeways. currently pav- 
ing 7.55 per cent gross. 



The going gets tough for gazumpers 


Losing a house last minute to a higher bidder is a heart-breaking experience - and one the Government is keen to eradicate. By Ginetta Vedrickas 



Victim Christine 


IbmCroifl 


“T DIDN’T have his phone number so I 
turned up with both children crying on his 
doorstep,” says Christine Edmans. An 
extract from a novel about a woman 
scorned? No, just a tale of one desperate 
purchaser's attempts to track down a 
vendor who had succumbed to that per- 
nicious practice, garumping. 

Last week the Government announced 
measures to curb both gazumping and the 
historic rule, caoeat emptor-let the buyer 
beware - but for Ms Edmans the moves 
come too late. Desperation prompted her 
journey from London to Colchester; Essex, 
where she begged the vendor to honourlus 
acceptance ofherofieron a three-bedroom 
1930s house to south London. 

Ms Edmans was particularly anxious to 
compfetohavtogprevkxj^ylostapurcfaase 
to a gazurapec On principle she had refused 
to match toe higher offer and, unable to fur- 


ther stall the sale of her flat, moved tem- 
porarily into expensive rented accommo- 
dation and put her furniture into storage. 

The legal process was smooth until the 
agent’s fateful call- “He said that a barris- 
ter was interested in the property despite 
having been told it was no longer for sale. 
He threatened to make life hell until they 
relented and let him view." The bumptious 
barrister subsequently made an offer which 
Ms Edmans matohed, by now her principles 
“having flown out of the window”. His next 
hid, £25.000 more, which she could not equal, 
led to bar hunt for the out-of-town vendor: 

An eventual confrontation confirmed Ms 
Edmans’ fears: “He was shocked to see a 
snivelling woman on his doorstep but said 
£15,000 was too much to refuse." Dejected, 
she returned to London to house-hunt for 
a third time, but the experience took its toll 
“I was very, very depressed having lost 


£2,000 m legal fees and with rent and fur- 
niture storage costing thousands more." 

Last year; Hilary Armstrong the Hous- 
ing Minister; commissioned a study exam- 
ining 1,200 sales and purchases to England 
and Wes and a further sample to Scot- 
land. The stiuty confirmed the British sys- 
tem of housebuying as the cheapest but 
slowest erf 10 countries surveyed, a practice 
which results to frustration and stress for 
vendors and buyers. The latest proposals 
include making house sellers responsible 
for surveys and searches which the Gov- 
ernment hopes will speed up the process 
and minimise opportunity for gazumping. 

The Government says it cannot tackle 
gazumping directly because sellers will 
always find ways of accepting higher offers 
- but some experts perceive flaws in the 
recent recommendations. A National Con- 
sumer Council spokesperson cautions: 


“we would like to see a pilot scheme to 
assess practical hitches before it goes na- 
tion-wide. After all, will buyers trust sur- 
veys produced by vendors?" 

Other critics argue that this new system 
will be costly for vendors and these costs 
will be passed an to purchasers, in par- 
ticular first-time buyers and those at the 
bottom end of the market 

Simon Tpier of Chase delfere Mortgages 
believes surveyors wfll be more cautious as 
a result oftte plans. He also believes quick- 
ening the buying process could result in 
hasty decisions with negative financial im- 
p ti c atian sand that a reasonable time period 
1^ most bi^as make the comptex arrange- 
ments associated with moving. 

Buyers unable to wait ftr Government ini- 
tiatives to take rffect can now take matters 
into their own hands and partiafiy protect 
themsrivesagdnstthe finindal fa^Bcaflpns 


of gazumping. Fbr a one-off fee of £30, Lam- 
bdhBiiikimg Society offers an insurance pol- 
icy which giv^es cover of up to £300 for wasted 
legal and surety fees. Legal & General offers 
a similar palky aimed at helping both the vlt 
tons of gazumpers and gazunderers, where 
prospective buyers pufioutat toe last minute: 

Sadly, Ms Edmans was gazumped a 
third time before finally succeeding, on her 
fourth attempt, to buying a three-bedroom 
bouse to Dulwich. She welcomes moves to 
ensure other buyers avoid similar torment 
but would rather see legislative redress: 
“People are greedy, it's human nature, but 
vendors should be bound to accept offers 
and face financial penalties if they renege." 


Notional Consumer Council 0171 73d 
3469; National Association of Estate 
Agents: 01926 496 S00; Lambeth Building 
Society: 0171 928 1331 



The cost of living? 

£429 a month (APR 9.6%).* 


The BMW 728i. 6-cylinder light alloy engine. 5-speed automatic 
transmission with Steptronic control. Multi-function steering wheeL 
So how do you get behind the wheel of the ultimate luxury car? With the 
help of BMW Financial Services. Fbr just £429 a month,* you could drive 
a two-year old 7 Series and enjoy its unique combination of style and 
performance. With a three year unlimited mileage warranty including 
BMW Emergency Service cover; you’ll also enjoy complete peace of 
mind. For details, visit your local BMW dealer or www.bmw.co.uk, fill in 
the coupon or call 0800 777 151. Then live a little. 

Plot BMW Information Services, P.O. Box 151, Croydon CR9 1QB. ~ g| 


■ Postcode. 


of registration 

_ : * Approved used Cats | 


-After Initial deposit Offer sppBes to BMW Financial Services Loose Purchase. Example bused on ■ 38 month agreement lor a two-year old BMW 7281 at E2S.450 QncLRoed Fund Licence^ Initial deposit of £M50 followed by 35 monthly payments of B42Bu>Jth an ritei 

monthly paymentOne Anal payment of SHX01&46 together with a E2S option to purchase fee pnd.VAT).Total amount payable is SSOflSSM. Prices are coned fit time of going to print and aubfret to change without noHca. All finance Is subfact la * pp n-nntMaiill. Zli 3CC ?? PtanC * P** 8 * 1 * 8 with the flist 
and indemnities may be requlred/Appllcabte on any Approved Used 7 Series under 38 months old which has covered I mas than lOOfiO O miles. Written quotations are available upon request from BMW Financial Sendees (OBJ Limited, Eurorn, nn °™naWe to over IBs only. Guarantees 

nouse, Bartley Way. Hook, Hants HOST SUF. 
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Where are 
the cartoon 
characters? 


Political cartoons seem to have lost the 
edge that once made such a potent weapon 
for press and public. By John Windsor 
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loose Change 
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W ■ ^oo many political cartoo- 
f ■ lnists chasing too few 
■0 ideas leads to inflation. 

9 Inflation of the cartoon- 

ill ists’ egos, that is. They 

invest too much value in 
too few visual symbols that have 
changed hands too many times -bat- 
tered doves, stags at bay, skeletons, 
barbed wire, gun barrels, mana cle s, 
jackboots, zipped-up mouths, the 
work! as a bomb and the sands of time 
running out The result is the 
pompous, mirthless political cartoons 
that have been appearing on the edi- 
torial pages of British newspapers for 
the past couple of decades. 

Political cartooning has become as 
heavy and boring as politics itself. 

Stuffed shirts d ra wi n g pa y inons 

stuffed shirts. Michael Fbot opened the 
selling exhibition of the late Dai&fir- 
press cartoonist Michael C ummings 
He bought the Cummings cartoons 
that purported to pillory him -as have 
many other politicians. If they bad 
really hurt Mr Shot, be would have run 
a mile. But politicians know they have 
arrived when a cartoonist acknow- 
ledges them. 

Political cartoonists have cosied up 
to politicians in the same way that they 
have cosied up to restaurants that give 
them free dinn ers in return for de- 
picting their shopfronts. It’s a living. 
Question: wiy should collectors spend 
their money on cartoonists’ original 
artwork that has submerged its abffity 
to insult and ridicule in safe, tired im- 
ages that appeal only to politicians’ 
wallets? Answer see whether British 
political cartoonists’ latest attempt to 
absorb fresh ideas from the rest of the 
world comes to any thing. 

The attempt is called The Great 
Challenge. It is the second Interna- 
tional Political Cartoon Exhibition, 
the first having been held way back in 
1958. It opens on 20 November at the 
Oxo Tower Wharf on the South Bank, 


WE ARE fast approaching 
our last chance to buy a 
personal equity plan (PEP). 
There will, no doubt, be a 
rash of advertisements from 
the financial services sector 
over the next few months 
making sure that we do not 
forget this. But just how well 
does the PEP you may be 
considering investing in 
measure up? A new website 
developed by the Allenbridge 
Group provides both 
potential purchasers and 
existing owners of PEPS with 
a number of useful tools to 
help make investment 
decisions. 

The Allenbridge Group is 
a firm of performance 
analy sts that includes 
actuaries, analysts and . 
former stockbrokers. It 
offers PEPs to the public on 
an execution-only basis. This 
means in practice that it can 
offer what may sometimes 
be substantial discounts on 


London. Fbrty years is a long time. The 
first Great Challenge was organised 
by two Eastern European journalists, 
the late Josef Josten and his friend Ion 
Ratio. Josten had fled from the 
Communist takeover of Czechoslova- 
kia, in 1948. to London, where he 
founded a radical news agency 
specialising in affairs behind the Iron 
Curtain. Ratio supplied it with news 
from Romania. 

The thousands of “Great Chal- 
lenge” cartoons that flooded into thear 
offices from throughout the world 
were in response to an appeal of 
theire prompted by a statement by the 
Hungarian Minister of State, Gyorgi 
Marosan, in 1957, after the Russians 
had crushed the Hungarian uprising. 
Marosan said: “We can, of course, use 
jokes and satire against hostile and re- 
actionary views, but we will not tol- 
erate jokes against Socialism.” 

It was a red rag to a cartoonists’ 
symbolic bull. Except that carto onists 
from abroad showed that they could 

pmdnep «t^a- glar\re» v iaial 

gags 10 times more powerful than the 
British cartoonists’ efforts, weighed 
down with ponderous labels and cony 
symbols such as bulls and cart-horses. 
A Russian, Josef Partykiewicz. sub- 
mitted a slick two-frame cartoon 
showing Liberalisation - a fat Com- 
munist party official approving deco- 
rative wrougbt-iron prison bars 
instead of plain ones. 

To give him his due, Cummings - 
a friend of Josten and Raiiu - sub- 
mitted a brilliant cartoon, totally de- 
void of his usual characteristic labels, 
entitled Arms Race. This showed a 
wheelchair tying the American flag 
racing against a missile bearing the 
Soviet hammer and sickle. 

What (fid British political cartoo- 
nists le a rn fr om the Great Challenge ? 
Not much. The exhibition could have 
fostered closer links with Eastern 
European masters of the storming. 
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Chris Riddell’s censoring bull at the 'Great Challenge' 


Knw paKgB/* naprinnlngs jvtW tiral tfrflW- 

ing. British cartoonists could have 
liberat ed thpmgpt wpg frnm tHrir clqy- 
ing literary tradition and adopted a 
purely visual one. But they preferred 
instead to keep in touch with con- 
temporary American and CanaHian 
one-line gaggers. At least it was a 


Unless they can 
climb out of their 
mire of fatuous 
labels and clicked 
symbols, their 
work will not be 
worth buying 


move in tire right direction. 

What has the latest Great Chal- 
lenge to offer? I have to report that the 
British organisers’ contribution is 
pretty corny The exhibition's logo is 
an angry-faced globe fencing with a 
pea TOtil Gilfrgy did the globe thing 
in 1805, when he drew William Pitt and 
Napoleon carving it up together Does 
this paucity of fresh symbols signal 
the inevitable decline of fine politi- 
cal cartooning? 

Then there is the exhibition’s pro- 
motional postcard with an uncredited 


cartoon showing a radio announcer 
with lips sewn up with wire from his 
microphone. It’s those gagged lips 
agaia -Censorship is one of the thanes 
of the Second Great Challenge. But 
radio announcers have never been 
mute, even under dictatorships. Who 
or what is the artist pillorying? Re- 
pressive microphones? 

Chris Riddell of The Observer has 
drawn a fairy armed with a paintbrush 
circling a bull wielding a bludgeon 
labelled “censorship”. Meticulously 
drawn but conceptually feeble. Sony. 
At least the censorship them e has 
thrown up one new symbol - speech 
bubbles. Patrick Blower; the Evening 
Standards young cartoonist - well, 
89 Is young is this game - has 
submitted a three-frame cartoon 
showing the spiky end of a speech 
bubble containing Article 19 of the Uni- 
versal Declaration of Human Rights, 
1948, being used to impale a man who 
uttered it Blower decorously con- 
cedes that Miet, a cartoonist, has 
conveyed the game concept more 
concisely using a blank speech bub- 
ble and just two frames. 

But toe winner of the speech bub- 
ble contest must be the Italian car- 
toonist and sculptor Marflena Nardi, 
who submitted an utterly simple car- 
toon of a speech bubble in the form of 
a hot-air balloon. There is no caption, 
but you just know that the man sitting 
in the bafloon’s basket must surely be 
a politician. 


Look oat for eflbrdessh’ flip, surreal 
captionless cartoons that make an in- 
stant visual impact They are the fu- 
ture of political cartooning. 

There is growing investment con- 
fidence in cartoons at the institution- 
al level - a £5m British Cartoon 
Centre, dose to the British Museum, 
wifi shortybe announced -but unless 
British political cartoonists can climb 
out of their mire of fatuous labels and 
ponderous, elicited symbols, their 
work will not be worth buying. 

As it happens, the market has been 
kind to them. Prices are steadily ris- 
ing. Blower’s cartoons sell for £300. 
Riddell’s sell for £200. The late David 
Low, of carthorse mid Colonel Blimp 
fame, who consistently satirised the 

appeaspre Raldwin and Chamh p Hain 

and chronicled the fearful Fifties, 
sells for at least £500 - and up to £900 
if his work depicts leaders such as 
Churchill participating in historical 
events. Vicky the late Victor Weisz, is 
priced £350-£400, but his SuperMac is 
worth £700-£800. 

‘The Great Challenge*, Ground Floor. 
OxoTbwerWiarfBargehouse Street, 
South Bank. London SEl, 20 Novem- 
ber to 23 December some cartoons are , 
Jar sole (0171-401 2255>. 

Cartoon dealers: Rae-Smith Gallery, 

8 Cecil Court, London WC2 (0171-836 
7424). London Cartoon Gallery, 44 Mu- ! 
seum Street, London WCl (0171-242 
5335). Jade Duncan (01904441389) 
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the initial investment 
charges PEP managers 
make. 

Fbr a further fee 
Allenb ridge also offers a 
“PEP care” service. This is 
not a management service 
as such but a facility that wifi 

help you monitor your 

investment’s performance 


and indudes a Red Alert 
which makes PEP holders 
aware of erratic 
performance by fund 
managers. PEP care 
includes a free helpline 
allowing professional help to 
be sought on the telephone. 

What makes the group’s 
website particularly useful to 
investors are the search and 
analysis fa cili ti es. You may 
browse through 
Allenhridge's PEP ranking 
tables, searching the 
database in a number of 
ways, via fund type, 
investment sector; 
performance or just key 
word All PEPs with a three- 
year history are listed. 

Fbr each PEP the table 
shows how well it has 
performed and compares the 
performance with others in 
the same sector The table 
also has a measure of the 

consistency and volatility of 
the performance and 


compares the return 
received with the risk 
undertaken. Each individual 
fund is represented with a 
number of graphs and a 
simple guide to their 
interpretation. 

Next April PEPS become 
history. WfeD, almost There 
will still be an awful lot of us 
with quite a large sum of 
money tucked away in PEPs. 
In the future, the facilities 
offered byADenbridge’s 
website will allow you to 
continue to manage a PEP 
portfolio ty monitoring its 
performance. Allenbridge is 
obviously hoping that you 
will do more than just 
browse its site and is offering 
the ability to effect transfers 
erf funds between fond 
managers quickly and easily 
in addition to its PEP care 
programme. 

Time may be running out 
fbr PEPs but it is also 
running out fix' anybody 


hoping to avoid Christmas. 
The decorations are already 
in the shops and now it 
seems you cannot even get 
away from them on your 
personal computer! The Co- 
operative Bank is offering a 
downloadable int e ract i ve 
advent calendar. Designed as 
a screensaver; it features 24 
Christinas crackers which 
may only be pulled one per 
day in December in the run- 
up to Christmas. 
cracker explodes when if s 
pulled and will reveal an 
animated toy which can be 
played with around the 
screen. 

This may strike the more 
cynical as twee and sad in 
equal measure, but the bank 
win be donating lp to charity 
for every copy of the 
screensaver downloaded. 

And if avarice moves you 
more than charity in 
addition to the standard 

screen saves 24 versions 


have been specialty created 
to give a prize a day to those 
lucky enough to download 
one at the right time. 

When the winner dicks on 
their cracker, it will reveal a 
party hat which dances 
around the screen and then 
reveals that day’s prize. 
These indude a Christmas 

Hamper, vm tngA phumpagnp, 
travel vouchers worth £500 
and, remembering this is 
meant to be the season of 
goodwill the chance to 
donate £100 to charity. You 
will be able to download the 
calendar from the Co- 
operative Bank’s website 
later this month but it will 
only become active from l 
December. 

The Allenbridge Group: 
unvw.aUendirecLco.uk 
Co-operative Bank: 
tvwwjco-Gperatmdxxnkca.uk 
Robin cxsn.be reached at 
RobmAjnJob&aoLcom 
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Pensions made simple. 


You can pick up the phone and get pension 
information or advice 

and even set up a plan, quickly and without fuss. 


AGE CONCERN has 
produced a new guide to 
bereavement. The 
booklet, A Practical 
Guide to Coping with 
Bereavement, explores 
the practical and 
emotional issues of coping 
with death. Call 0800 
387718 for a copy, or write 
to: Age Concern, Freepost 
SEA 3369, London SE21 
8BR. 

BRITANNIA 
INTERNATIONAL, the 
offchore arm of 
Britannia RntMtng 
Society, is launching a 
30-day Notice Account, 
paying tapered rates of 
np to 7.45 per cent gross, 
guaranteed until 29 
January 1999. Rates 
begin at 4.5 per cent on 
deposits between £1.000 
and £2,500, with the 
highest rate on sums 
above £25.000. Annual 
and monthly rate 
options are available. 
Call 01624 68X100. 

BARCLAYS IS launching 
two healthcare products. 
The Personal Accident 
Plan offers a lump sum in 
the event of a person 
suffering certain 
accidents. Two levels of 
cover are available: 
standard and premier, 
with premiums starting at 
17 pence a day. There is 


also a Hospital Cash Plan, 
paying benefits Cor each 
24-hour period spent as an 
in-patient in hospitaL 
Details from all branches. 

CAPITAL BANK Is 
launching a buy-to-Iet 
mortgage available to 
self-employed people. 
The loan, available on a 
loan to value of np to 85 
per cent, is fixed at 7.49 
per cent until either 
November 2003 or 
November 2000. Call 
0800 7831204. 

CREDIT SUISSE is offering 
a X per cent discount on 
lump sum investments 
into its Transatlantic 
Fond, a unit trust 
specialising in US 
equities. The discount is 
based on the fund's usual 
5.25 per cent initial 
charge. Details from 
independent financial 
advisers. Fbr a list oF 
three lFAs near you, call 
0117 971 1177. 

PORTMAN BUILDING 
Society is withdrawing 
its one-year fixed 
interest bond at 6.75 per 
cent, following heavy 
demand. The company is 
launching a new bond, 
this time offering 6.5 per 
cent, with u minimum 
investment of £500. Call 
0800 807080. 
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Our Charges are among the very fowetf ' 

| ’ dearest yotrtf find. Yoerllpay po ' 

tnlt£ \ keto a wjt-s 1 wteteoexw aijcf qw - 
fc dnwge Ip jwpt 

•* ‘ . ...;>*** - : : • 

- * ...7; -•. % ; — f " • 

to two years fcwxgef.* 

• ~ • < ‘ - 

Aod as you might expect, low charges *re 
pot the on*y reason to cons-kiex a Virgin 

TP find ,l ^y we ttttafc 

,r> - fUisp special, call us today. 



~ 


Virgin Direct Penonal financial Senlce Ud ta regulated by the Ptmeml investment 
Authority. The price of units and any Income from them can go down as well as up 
and you may not get bade the amount you Invest The basis of tax may change and 
the tax benefit depends on personal drcurmtanccs. For your security all calls are 
recorded and randomly monitored. *Soutdk Money Uapagemcnt, Auturrai 199S. 






Call . Sam- 1 0pm, 7 davs a week quoting ref: 288D155 

0345 6789 10 

or talk to vour Independent Financial Adviser. 


J 


jj www.scottlshwldows.co.uk 


Ti»f -* ■ «■ ggg S s X ".-V 7 **r~?r*»*X t= sj-Tjj j a 

miion vourealU to fcoirlxli Widows nn br recorded or monitored and lniarnutlun or advice will only be provided on Scon lab Widows product*. Issued bj Scoillih Widows' Fund and Life Aiiurmcr SoclrM kegubird b> [be Personal Inirmimrni \uihnrilr. 







VTHE INDEPENDENT 

GUIDE TO 
FLEXIBLE 
MORTGAGES 

by Nic Cicutti 

Sponsored by 

A ctive 

Or send to: Independent Guide to Rexfcle Mortgages Firsc Active Financial 
pic, Sr William Atkins House. Ashley Avenue. Epsom. Surrey KT1 8 5AS 

Mr/Mrs/MlssWls 

Address 


Postcode 


Tel no. (inc code) 


| | Tata prixecucn notice please tic- this (>:» if you do not wish to receive 
— infotmjrion about products and seiwces from the first tone Group 


6 good reasons to 
move your mortgage 
to Direct Line. 

1 No need to move house. 

2 Our rate is 7.9% APR variable. 

3 No arrangement fee. 

4 No valuation fee. 

5 No early redemption fee. 

6 Daily interest calculation. 

m (DIRECT LINE) 

Call Direct Line now. 


0181 649 9099 0161 831 9099 014) 221 9099 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 
9am to 5pm Saturday. 

www.rfirBctiliie.cam /mortgages Please quote ref. NINDZ05 

• ' 1 . . ... ""'U 1 . . 1 .V 

Direct tine Frandxl Services United, 250 St Vincent Stre et. '< hi| WH- 
- 02 5SH.'- Subject to statm. Anflabfe fa Ei^snd. Soodw^ and WsJat 
Sweiqr t^sstd. Ite correct wW* effKC faei IIOMi VAtos 
qnoodam On request. Slanted vnl i iwlij e fee idusM .whea nongtp^; 
I* set up- OSer may be withdrawn ac arqr tkne. Sen* mort*«g«3 nay 
require payment of t fee.’ to the erfstfcqi .leader when bufaj transferred- \ 
1-CMfe reeprtfed and randomly uMuinOi titnfii: U qq i pli ^ gfe l fewf*|d>pns^ . 
jtv'indw ar fci of’ Direct LJoe kamrance pfc, med wkb K« perrnisskie. 
YOWtfOMfr IS AT RISK ff YOUOO HOT JEEP in* REPATMBVTS ONA i. 
’■ ' Moartsacc or other lcwn securoxom it V • >crj 


BEST BORROWING RATES 
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FIXED RATES 
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BEST SAVINGS RATES 
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PERSONAL LOANS 
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SECURED LOANS (SECOND CHARGE) 
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Club that’s 
all the rage 

The new mortgage middlemen 
mean business. By Rachel Fixsen 


looking FOR a mortgage 
used to he simple. Until the 
early Eighties, the only 
lenders were building soci- 
eties operating a cartel sys- 
tem to set interest rates. 

Now banks, insurance 
companies and even retail- 
ers lend to home buyers- 
This may cause confusion 
for first-time buyers but, 
thanks to file competition, 
the best deals are now bet- 
ter than ever. 

New middlemen have 
emerged Mortgage dubs or 
wholesalers sit between 
brokers and lenders, doing 
some of a broker’s legwork. 
They provide information 
on deads offered by a panel 
of recommended lenders. 

Because they can gener- 
ate huge volumes of busi- 
ness for the lenders on their 

panel, mortgage dubs are 
able to negotiate and offer 
exclusive deals which offer 
good value to borrowers. 

For example, Legal & 
GeneraTs mortgage dub of- 
fers a three-year fixed rate 
at 6.85 per cent while John 
Charcol offers fixed-rate 
deals only for periods of 
five or 10 years. PeterTira- 
beriake of Legal & General, 
which runs the Legal & 
General Mortgage Club, 
says: “We’re placing about 

£5bn a year of business. If it 

was our own money, we 
would be bigger than some 
of the well known high- 
street lenders." 

Many mortgage dubs 
grew out of the panels of 
recommended mortgage 
lenders that life insurance 
companies’ own tied agents 
would use for their clients. 
Why do the life companies 
do it? Certainly not for the 
fees they receive. RsyBoul- 
ger of brokers John Charcol 
says: It’s really about gen- 
erating additional business 
for the life company." The 
dub gives the life insurer an 
1 additional product to 'sell. 


which could generate 
“leads" - names of potential 
clients for thdr insurance 
sales force to target 

But this is not always 
the case. Some companies 
are not insurers and sirapty 
earn their money as out- 
sourcers working on behalf 
of tenders. The}’ package 
their own mortgages but 
do not actually lend the 
money themselves. Private 
Label is a mortgage pack- 
ager the products of which 
are available only through 
independent financial 
advisers. It was set up 11 
years ago and brought in 
more than £1 billion in new 
business last year. 

Though the lender is 
often hidden, the borrower 
will always know who is 
lading them money “Eteo- 
ple like the comfort oftnow-. 
ing who the lender is." says 
MrBouIger. 

Stephen Knight, director 
of Private Label says the 
company’s products tend 
to have an edge that bor- 
rowers will not find else- 
where. He rites a fixed-rate 
deal clients can choose to 
be tied in beyond the five- 
year fixed-rate period, or to 
have the freedom to take 
their business elsewhere 
when the phase is up. 

Deals generated by mort- 
gage wholesalers have to be 
a plus for the borrower says 
the Consumers’ Associa- 
tion (CA). But Nril Waltding, 
principal researcher at the 
CA, adds a word of caution. 
“If mortgages are offered 
through fife companies, 
there is a question whether 
there is pressure to buy 
certain products which 
mig ht not be suitable." 

•The Independent is offer- 
ing a free 36-page 'Guide to 
Flexible Mortgages’, spon- 
sored by First Active. Call 
0800 550551 or fill in the 
coupon on this page 
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FOR THE LOWEST 
TRACKER PEP CHARGES 
FOLLOW THE LEADER 
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ROYAL & SUN ALLIANCE 
UK TRACKER PEP 
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As the end of this financial year sees the end of tax-free PEP investments, 
Royal & SunAlliance are marking the occasion with something fitting for 
our top quality Tracker Pep - the lowest Tracker Pep charges in the UK. 
No other comparable UK PEP offers al! this: 

? NO ENTRY CHARGES (bid/offer spread 0.8%) 

O 0.3% ANNUAL MANAGEMENT CHARGE 
* NO EXIT CHARGES 

UK equities can provide an excellent opportunity for potentially profitable 
investments. Take our UK Tracker Trust in which the PEP invests. Since its launch in 
1988. it has achieved an average annual growth 
rate of 12.8%** with growth of 71 % over the last 
5 years *** Unlike some Tracker Funds' it invests 
only in the FTSE All-Share Index. By tracking the 
performance of around 900 of the largest UK 
companies, we endeavour to maximise growth 
and spread any risk. 

From as little as £1,000 lump sum or £50 
a month, this could be your final chance 
to invest in a Itacker PEP with the lowest 
charges in the UK. 

DON’T DELAY, FOLLOW THE LEADER 


YES, please scihi me details of (hr UK Tftd«r PEP Q 1 am im crewed m lump sum investments 0 

Regular investments 0 

Cumpbtr and return to Royal & SunAlbance Investments, FREEPOST ISCE 69411, PO Box 245. Fleet, GUI 3 8BR_ 
We may call you to died: that ynu rveeiiv the information requested. 

MriMra/Miss/Ms Forename Surname 


Address 


0500 100 333 

OPEN 7 SAYS A WEEK £ i M - ‘ C F V 


□ R CONTACT US ON-LINE: 
viww.rsa-tri vestments. CO.u if 






E MAH: invest'ifsaonline.co.uk 
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The Legal & General Index-Tracking PEP 



Transfer your existing PEPs into the Legal & General 
Index-Tracking PEP for low charges and proven performance 


A ala nee al tire lalile Mow will show worth cnmpcimJ In just a 

you how the LeypJ 41 Genera! All-Share m ihe avenge UK Incnme and Grnwtli Tn**. 


Index-Tracking PEP hast outperformed 
all ft* major AJJ-Share Index-Tracking 
eumpelitom since iLs launch, 
l'eriornwnce dies consisienily good « a 
strong argument for liark-l'erring your 


Heller still, we will let ynu transfer into 
t*ir fndex-TrackniR PEP free*’ - and wiili 
no initial charges all nl your unmet’ Is 
invested at the outset nuximising \ntir 
growth pixential 
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Reniemlver. 'r.m.slemng sour 
existing PF.Ps into our lrv.k-s- 
Tracking PF.P will mo affss.i 
sour PEP allncaiinn lor the 
vear - le-asmg sou free i» 
invest unv unused fxm Ml ss«ur 
iU.WM general PIT' allowance in 
ihe Ix-st pert-mnlng \JI-Sluire 
Index -Tracking PEP 
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Find out more now 
-con freephone 


0500116622 


Sam to 8pm rem Mo re 
9am to ipm t ftr k ru du 

Ptetse emote rrfO*QJ*S 

Visit tiar treb sHe at 

ttu-w.lamiG.com 


Transfer your PEPs now 
for proven performance 
and low charges 
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Can we trust in the future? 


Loose Change 



FLEMING Investment U-ust 
Management is wailing all 
its Charges for shareholders 
selling their existing UK 
listed share portfolio and in- 
vesting the money in the 
company's Fleming Over- 
seas Investment Trust. The 
affen which applies until 31 
December, means investors 
need only pay the 0.5 per cent 
stamp duty on the purchase 
of OIT shares. The trust 


if 

aims to achieve capita! |i 
growth from 3 range of over- Jj 
seas markets. Call 0500 
500161 for details. 

ALLIANCE & LEICESTER is 
now accepting monthly 
contributions into its Cap* 
Hal Growth PER with min- 
imum Investments of £50 a 
month. The fluid invests in 
the top 350 UK-listed com- 
panies. Call 0800 0568000. 


The 

Jonathan Davis 
Column 

The paradox of 
investment trusts is 
that demand is often 
at its highest when 
performance is almost 
certain to decline 


HAS the investment trust sector had its 
day? The analysts at BT Alex Brown are 
too diplomatic to put it quite so bluntly but 
it is the question which underlies their lat- 
est annual review of the sector 
After a glorious first half of the decade, 
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discounts narrowed, investment trusts 

have spent most of the second half of the 

Nineties on the back foot, beleaguered by 
in d if ferent performance, restless share- 
holders and rapidly widening discounts. 

There is no doubt that Daniel Godfrey, 
the new director general of the Association 
of Investment Thist Companies, fiws a gKff 
task as he sets about trying to bolster the 
image and credibility of the sector The 
Nineties have, as BT Alex Brown’s Simon 
Colson points out, been favourable envi- 
ronment for the retail savings market 
marked by favourable demographics, ris- 
ing asset prices and as benign a set of eco- 
nomic conditions as one could hope to see 
in a lifetime's investment experience. 

Yet It is the unit trust business that, by 
and large, has walked away with most of 
the competitive rewards. Assets of in- 
vestment trusts have risen by 150 per cent 
over the last decade, but those of the unit 
trust business are up by 250 per cent, and 
the gap between the two sectors is widen- 
ing, as my chart shows. For the last two 
years, the investment trust sector has seen 
a net outflow of funds. 

As so often happens, the sector’s annus 
mirab&s of 1994, when £8bn of new money 
flowed in, mostly into specialist trusts, 
proved to be the peak of the market Almost 
ever since the performance of the sector 
has been in relative rferiine, thou gh the bull 
market in both bonds and equities means 
that shareholders with exposure to the 
right markets have mostly done all right 
in absolute terms. 

One particularly doleful statistic is that 
of the 50 new issues which have raised 
more than £50m in the last 10 years, 30 are 
currently below their issue price. And 20 
ofthose are down by more than 50 per cent 
This mostly reflects the feet that most of 
the new money which has been raised has 
gone into once fashionable sectors which 
have since performed terribly- with the 
Fbr East and emerging markets to the fore 

In one important sense, this is not the 
trust sector’s fault Any business can only 

supply customers with things that they de- 
mand, and the flow of money into poor per- 
forming sectors in part only reflects the feet 
that investors ultimately make their own 
asset allocation derisions. 

The longstanding paradox about in- 
vestment trusts - as with many financial 
market products - is that demand is often 
greatest at the point in time when perfor- 
mance is almost certain to decline. This in 
turn reflects the broader paradox that in- 
vestors nonsensicaQy want to buy funds 



Economic chaos and political unrest in the Fbr East have been bad news for the investment trust sector 


Andrew Wong/AP 


which are in markets or sectors that have 
done best in the recent past, rather than 
those which have done less well and which 
can be expected to do better in future. 

While widening discounts have been a 
problem for an investment trusts, BT 
Alex Brown’s data suggests that, on clos- 
er analysis, the underlying performance of 
the fond managers themselves h»R not 
been that bad. Measured against the fbot- 
sie index, the asset value performance of 
the sector has rarely been as poor as it is 
now. But once you allow for the feet that 
investment trusts have always had a 
greater international exposure than other 
retail market funds, the relative perfor- 
mance is not so bad. 

Howevea; nobody can deqy that any busi- 
ness which seeks to sell its customers in- 
vestment funds, and loses them money on 
half its new product range, feces a serious 
marketing problem. This is exacerbated by 
the feet that investment trusts have been 
unable (or unwilling) to pay commissions 
to independent financial advisers, and 
are not getting the sales push from inter- 
mediaries that unit trusts capitalise on. 

This is a pits since the evidence con- 
tinues to show that many traditional in- 
vestment trusts are still exceptionally 
good value. Overall, trial expense ratios for 
investment trusts are markedly lower 
than those of equivalent unit trusts (though 
emerging markets trusts and other me- 
dalist funds are more expensive, produc- 
ing a uniquely unfavourable combination 
of lousy performance and high charges). 

It is true that there are far too many 
indifferentiy-managed investment trusts 
around, and a cull is urgently needed, but 
the quality of investment management is 
generally superior to the competition. 


What is not in doubt is that the future 
of investment trusts can lies in the retail 
Tnvp g f in pnf mari rrt Insti tutional investors 
no longer have any need or desire to gain 
international exposure through the sector 
and are actively looking for opportunities 
to divest their remaining holdings as soon 
as it is timely and tax-efficient to do so. 

So the investment trust sector wifi sink 
or swim by its ability to find effective ways 
to reach die retail investment public. BT 
Alex Brown make the forceful point that 
the arrival of index tracking funds and 
OIECs (effectively single price unit trusts) 
feces the sector with an even bigger com- 
petitive challenge than in the past 

Can the sector pull itself out of its cur- 
rent rot? I still think so. Any solution has 
to involve at least two things. 

One is the willingness of fund manage- 
meit groups to try and exploit the dis- 
tinctive cap abili ties that investment trusts 
stifi have, winch include their lower costs, 
the aMity to borrowi and the scope to offer 
distinctive capital structures (an unsung 
success stray of the past few years, for ex - 
ample, has been the market niche estab- 
lished by zero dividend preference shares). 

The second requirement is the boards 
of investment trusts start to earn then- 
crust Discounts wiD never be eliminated 
completely, but they show the failure of 
many investment trusts to t-aiw their re- 
sponsibilities to shareholders seriously. 

It doesn’t help that a number of fond 
management companies run unit trusts 
and investment trusts. Until boards stiff- 
en demands on the fund managers, to make 
them more accountable and mrae perfor- 
mance conscious, the risks of Darwinian 
extinction will continue to hover over this 
venerable, but fascinating, sector. 


FLAGGING INWESTAAENT TRUSTS? 



Genetic test dilemma 


WOULD YOU be prepared to take out 
a genetic test to determine ynur pre- 
disposition to a range of efiseases - in- 
cluding Huntington's disease, 
Alzheimer’s and herecfitaiy breast can- 
cer- if the potential effect would be to 

deny you the possibility of ever buying 
your home or taking out life or medical 
insurance? , . . „ 

This is the dilemma which t he Go v- 
emment attempted to grapple with last 
week, as it issued a kmg-awarted re- 
port into genetic testi n g. 

Groups representing people with 
diseases that may soon be genetically 
tested have warned that an effect of 
such tests being the norm could beta 

deny life insurance, a requirement of 



a genetic prSuposition to such Jess- 
es. Or cover might be priced out of 

try which issued the report last week, 
claimed the Government has now 
readied a voluntary agreement with m- 

jBsasssssg; 


Under scrutiny: genetic tests SDR 


ance is rfpnipd. An expert body will be 
set up eariy next year to assess 
whether a genetic test can provide 
companies with meaningful informa- 
tion on a person’s insurance liability 
The measures are the Government’s 




until the time when insurance con^a- 

nies can show that a genetic testhasa 

proven abfliiy to predict 

Stoe death. Under the newpropos- 

^ people wffl 


pmnfln Genetics Advisory Committee 
(HGAO which said last December 
there should be a two-year moratorium 
on the use of genetic data by insurance 
companies. 

The Association of British Insurers 
has identified eight disorders where 
genetic tests can be useful for insurers, 
j nrimfing Huntington’s chorea and 
Alzheimer’s. It said that insurers 
should be able to have access to rele- 
vant medical information concerning a 
po tential customer inducting details of 
femily history and genetic tests. 

Ms JoweH said she had concerns 


about whether any of these tests were 
relevant and accurate enough for in- 
surance purposes. “Each of these eight 
tests will have to be subject to the vali- 
dation procedure we are outiming,* 
she said. 

The response of insurers is broadly 
approving. It comes as research by 
Swiss Re, the world's largest fife and 
health reinsure]; shows 51 per cent of 
people would be unwilling to take a ge- 
netic test, while only 15 per cent would 
be willing to share it with an insurer. 

Pieter Maynard, head of research at 
Swiss Re, says “Thee are concerns 
about how insurers handle genetic in- 
formation. But life companies need to 
be able to write business in a way that 
involves fairness from and to both par- 
ties in a polky.” 

Ian Reed, general manager at Corn- 
hill, says: “I am pleased that the Gov- 
ernment is setting up this independent 
committee. It should bring darity into 
a confcsed area. 

“The Government has vindicated 
our stance to refuse to take genetic 
test results into consideration for poli- 
cies under £100,000, even when it is 
available. Considerable progress has 
been matte in the way the life [insur- 
ance] industry handles this informa- 
tion and we believe that the industry 
should have its own regulatory stan- 
dards. The Government should not leg- 
islate on thte 

“We are also concerned that an in- 
flexible attitude could affect genetic re- 
search in general, and the customer’s 
wBBngness to take such tests." 

NIC Cicum 


PERSONAL PENSIONS 


Do you need a personal 
pension that lets you van 
contributions without 
paying a penalty? 


You may he quite happy with your fx-nsiuii Until >ou try 
to change it. 

Penalties lor early retirement, penalties* in vunmg 
contributions*, even penalties ini dying. You begin to wonder 
just whose pension n is. 

You see. in order in pay commissiun to brokers and 
middlemen, some companies impose severe penalties on their 
personal pension plans, should you wish in make changes. 

Happily, The Equitable Lite has never paid commission to 
third parties for the introduction oi new business. You don't 
have to commit yourself to paying identical contributions even 
year. And. should vnu divide to retire early, your benefits 
would be exactly the same as it you had chosen that date 
initially 

What is more, yvu have the reassurance ot knowing that 
your pension fund is in the hands of one of the finest 
investment teams in the LUC 

If you'd like «o knew more, call t0990i 38 +S 58 or send off 
the coupon below- for further information bv post and by 
telephone. 

w-w-ir.equhable.co.uk 


For your -ccunrv your telephone c all mav h: rtvorded 
Iniomuticn advice will only he pvm on Lquiuible *sruup product-. 
Regulated bt the Personal Imvamcnt Atnhontt 
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The Equitable Life j| 

You profit from our principles 
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Does the recent cut In interest rates andtfie effect H tes on your 
investmeras cause you concern? Especially as. if the puncits are 
cwreet. rales an goffig to drop evett (iirthet 
with the Stapton Protection Bond, you'll have a tong-term 
investment, with rates that offer you a number of guaranaes to 
he4> protect your savings and you monthly inccme fiom toning iaffis. 
Pro to ego a 1 We gjatamee your rate wfl he hwd at 7. 50^ 
gross pjj. until 31st Match 1999. 

Protoctloi 2 \tiur rate wfl he &arar*eed at 7.00% ^uss p.a. 
fram 1st April 1999 until 1st March 20Q0. 

PrOtectioB 3 From 2nd Mach 2000 mis ratt mH conanue unol 
31st Jsrwaiy 20W s tong ss 3 month Lffi0R f does not fen to 
525% or below 


Protection 4 If this happens we wfl change your rale to eouai 
twik base rate for the rast of the temt. 

Protection 5 But. if ths happens we wiD write to mform you and 
you'll naw penalty tfoe access to your tunas. 

Protect yoiff iDODtMy Idcoom 
WR fe Interest oefr 0O% below the r at — o f fw rod for 
amnt latenat, the Brad to m —Boot way to 
saf^pwd your moutldy Income too. 

To hnd out notv this great investment can help ensure your 
savings and your monthly income ore protected for up to 
five years simply call into your local branch, fill in the 
coupon or rmg the number below. 


PII1SE DSC BUCK CAPtnU.SBU1ftSflnttiBDBMBS8CEIXHE90STSn*nBKinLOFFBZ < IRE BUS SnnBN, WtttB 1Q8B BSZ3 1 R. nun 
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Call now 0345 78 79 80 

Principal Office, The Bailey, Skipton, North Yorkshire BD23 1DN www.sklpton.co.uk 
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Pre-pay is 
ringing the 
right bells 

Pay-as-you-talk mobiles are already big in Europe 
and are catching on here, particularly with 
teenagers and new businesses. By Chris George 


U p until a year or two ago 
there was only one way to 
get a mobile phone. You 
bought a handset at a ri- 
diculously subsidised 
price, and in return you signed a contract 
to say that you would stay with your cho- 
sen network for at least a year. 

During this 12-month commitment, you 
paid a monthly fee for the basic service, 
and extra for additional calls. “Free" hand- 
sets enticed many customers - but others, 
quite rightly, could see there was a catch. 

Pre-pay mobile phones, where you buy 
the phone outright and without having to 
sign any contract, are now revolutionising 
the process of getting connected. There is 
no commitment - if you findyou don't use 
the phone, you are not amtracted into mak- 
ing unwanted monthly payments. AD calls 
are paid for in advance. 

Initially, pre-pay packages were de- 
signed simply to appeal to those who 
could not pass the stringent credit checks 
undertaken on those signing a 12 -month 
contract The high cost of the handsets and 
high call charges put others off. But with 
aD four network ope*alors now offering pre- 
pay, the schemes have evolved so that they 
appeal to a for wider audience. Peak rate 
calls can cost as little as 25p a minute, and 
from 5p in the evenings and at weekends. 

The price of the kits, which include a 
baric handset and your first few calls, have 
been forced down by the entry of the big 
supermarkets. It was Asda which threw 
down the gauntlet last month, by offering 
a Cellnet package for just £69.99 - a £30 re- 
duction on tiie previous high street price, 
made possible by the supermarket cutting 
its profit margin on the package. 

“We’re launching the people’s phone," 
said Asda's trading director; Mike Coupe, 
when the supermarket entered the arena 
at the end of October “Our move will send 
a signal to the phone operators that it's timfl 
to ring the changes." His prediction proved 
right: within a week other networks had 
responded until similar price reductions. 

Pre-pay packages are particularly ap- 
pealing fra - those who just want a phone for 
emergency use, or for incoming calls. 


There is no monthly fee for line rental - 
all you need is to bqy the occasional top- 
up voucher to ensure you stay connected. 
Cellnefs Easy Life kit wins here, allowing 
you to keep your handset ringing for just 
£20 a year Even those making an hour’s 
worth of nails a day nan find out that pre- 
pay packages can work out cheaper than 
a traditional contract agreement 

Pre-pay tariffs may not represent the 
ideal tariff for everyone - but the fact that 
you can buy them off the shelf without any 
fuss or paperwork has been the route of 
their success. They have also found ap- 
proval in unexpected quarters: “They 
have proved particularly popular with 
start-up businesses and teenagers,” says 
Ian Volans, a spokesman for One 2 One- 

Recent price reductions follow sim- 
ilarly aggressive pricing or marketing of 
pre-pay in other European countries. 

“In Italy, 9 per cent of the population 
have bought cellphones in the last year;" 
ex plains Paul McAleese, CeQnet’s head 
of consumer mar ketin g. “And in Finland 
95 per cent of 18 to 21-year-olds now 
own mobiles.” 

A disadvantage of pre-pay schemes is 
that the choice of phones is severely lim- 
ited. Most of the handsets are large and 
offer thrills. Furthermore, the number 
of services available to non-contract cus- 
tomers is also restricted. 

“They are also a non-starter with cor- 
porate users ” says McAleese “as there is 
no monthly bilL" 

Pre-pqy is not the ontyway in which net- 
works are enticing those who are worried 
about die cost of r unnin g a mobile. They 
are also spicing up contract tariffs. AQ-in- 
one kits, for instance, still require you to 
sign a contract, but by paying for your line 
rental In advance, the networks thank 
you with a substantial reduction in the first- 
year costs. 

One 2 One’s £150 kit indudes a basic 
handset, connection, and a year's sub- 
scription to a tariff which indudes 45 min- 
utes of calls a month -a saving of over £100 
on the usual price. 

As networks 'try to appeal to more and 
more niche groups, and try to retain cus- 



tomers, the number of tariff options con- 
tinues to go up. The myriad of price plans 
available means that it is even harder for 
users to be sure that they are getting the 
best deal. 

Cellnet, for instance, has launched a 
new initiative where discounts are depen- 
dent on how long you have committed to 
the network, and on precisely which num- 
bers you cafl. Uniquely, Cellnet allows you 
to sign a contract for just one month - but 
if you commit for longer you get lower 
cadi charges. 

Those who sign up for five years get 15 
percent off Imitating BTs Friends & Flam- 
fly scheme, Cellnet offers reductions of up 
to 50 per cent an calls made to 10 nomi- 
nated numbers. 

The confusion caused by such complex 
price plans has seen Orange introduce a 
value guarantee. Under the terms of this, 
users can opt for bemg charged by the price 
list of any of Orange’s digital competitors. 

The increasing complexity of the buy- 
ing process may just be something we have 
to resign ourselves to. “By offering more 
choice and better value for money the cus- 
tomer is bound to have more decisions to 
make," says Vblans at One20ne. 

Chris George is a contributor fa 'What 
Cehphcme’ magazine 


HOW MUCH WILL YOUR PRE-PA1D MOBILE COST YOU ? 


Network 

Tariff 

Contact Cost of cheapest 

Peak call costs 

Off-peak 

Weekend can costs 

Minimum annual 1 




phone including 

per minute 

call cost 

per minute 

running cost to allow | 




connection 

per minute 


Incoming/outgoing calls 1 



- 




(maximum usage 1 

included In this cost) ; 


Cellnet 

u 

No 


35p 

35p ' 

35p 

£40 (£40 worth) 

Cdfnec 

Easy Life 

No 

El 00 

49p 

49p 

49p 

£20 (£20 worth) 

Cellnet 

Occasional Caller Plus 

Yfes 

£45 

37p 

10p‘ 

2p 

£210 (£60 worth) 

Cellnet 

Regular Caller Plus 

Yes 

£45 

31p 

lOp 

2p 

£300 (£180 wot th) 

i 

One 2 One 

Up 2 you 

NO 

£80. 

4 Op or 90p* 

40por 90p‘ 

40por 30p* 

£80 (200 minutes] 

One 2 One 

One-2-45 

Vies 

£45 

30p 

Sp 

5p 

£210 (540 minutes) 

One 2 One 

One-2-Weetend 

Vies 

£45 

30p 

lOp 

I 

f 

i 

£2 H) (aN weekend 

local cads are free) 

One 2 One 

Precept TOO 

Ves 

£45 

20p(12p local) 

Sp 

5p 

£348 (1200 minutes) 

Orange 

Just talk : 

No 

£80 

SOpor 25p* 

SOp' or 25p* ! 

S0por25p‘ . . 

£81. (t j ? minutes) . : 

Orange 

Talk 30 

Yes 

£45 

30p 

5p 

Sp 

£210 (360 minutes) i 

Orange 

Chart 60 

Ves 

£45 

40p 

Sp 

5p 

£212 (720 minutes 
of-peaHAweekend calls) . 

Orange 

Talk 60 

Yes 

£45 

24p 

5p 

5p 

£353 (720 minutes) 

Orange 

Everyday 20 

Yes 

£45 

40p 

lOp 

lOp 

£182 (7300 minutes 





of-peakAwwkend caHs) 

Vbdaphone 

Pay as you calk 

No 

£70 ' 

35p 

5p 

5p 

£75 (£15 worth) 

Vbdaphane 

Vodafone 20 

Yes 

£45 

3Sp 

5p 

Sp 

£210. (360 minutes) . 

Voda phone 

Vodafone 60 

Ves 

£45 

32p 

Sp 

5p 

£300 (720 minutes) 

Vbdaphone 

Leisure 180 

res 

£45 

35p 

5P 

5p . 

£210. (2160 minutes - 
of-peak/weekend cans) 


•Hie price of mis on these orilfs reduces if you buy £50 call vouches which remain valid for 90 days. The minimum annual running can using there vouches is E209 




S A F E T Y P L U S 


P E P 


Stockmarkets crash. 

But your savings can survive. 

Transfer your PEP for free". 

With plummeting stockmarkets, you are probably nervous about your PEP 
investment. Putting your cash in a savings account may seem like an alternative, 
but why lose the tax advantages and future growth potential of a PEP? 

Transfer to the Scottish Widows Safety PI us PEP, and you instantly protect your 
investment. You have the growth potential of equities, without facing the 
extreme ups and downs often associated with this market. So, in times of 
growth, your investment will grow too. But it also features a Safety Price* 
which guarantees a minimum selling price for units, limiting your risk. This is 
currently fixed until 19 March 1999 - whatever happens to the stockmarket. 

In addition, before 18 December 1998, your transfer will be free of initial 
charge* (normally 3%). There’s also a 0-5% discount for new lump sums. 

In today's financial climate, you can’t afford to wait. Find out 
more today. 

Return the coupon or call 

0345 6789 10 

Quote reference no. 402DN2 

S COTTISH Wl DOWS 

WWW.SCO ttishwidowsxo.uk 

tThe difference between the buying and selling price of units is 
approximately 0.61%, as a result of this offer. 



Please return toiScordab HUom, Cmomrr Senrlces Dqnitmcn, FREEPOST EH 29 20, 16 Bernard Street, Edinburgh EH60BR. 

Surname (Mr/Mrs/Ml ss /Ms) FlmName(s) 

Address 


ftjstrode 


Telephone No Work Home Date of Birth 

We udDiwner mike four name and address jvalkble ro other organisations. However, ore will occasionaDj ieHn» mo«iiwutaurpcodue»saadien'lceswliki'»*ebdleve*riflhe 
of Interest to rod. II you would prefer not w receive tlw Information, please tkk this boo- O Reference No-«l2DN2 


*Thr amr» nlohmra wRhn|! pur of imta. The udwlqm u*nl a prafck lie SAx, trie Incur j m TW cBaa of dib nrt b (t*. la the kwig rwro.pu.lh li ■. fc. Imt ikai feadifand icKhnx dir 
pnuaben ol <br Urn TT»> widish, of Jpprpprttre IrntyincnP 1 M 9 nmfct ountch, la [Monde « ict Safa? Pnoc. Till 5»ltr> ftfcefct Cwwdi Tran *» nfctditWSiCiqB»FEF»pUy into. 

b, J any* fm l Pi-Ml HvricmM h m riifaUilnl pi/T, mwm^ lB nH^ i rtnm .'The’nlu.cf uUnUmurUKShAordGn^ihTM^ rl—F WU <Ulyfc^»«oJ Mriw. 

Tn i .i«o[i T li m Ttiitilim nr ni— *■— — 1 — *- — 

LMncdIn SattUifc Wkfaa, Inm u nun M^ugapgnl UniilT^- Amimrlc. «nd rMRO. - 



Group up for a better rate 

Get together with friends, and crank up your pension. By Teresa Hunter 



GROUPS AS small as three can now cut the 
cost of investing and insuring, as institu- 
tions race to offer the cheapest deals pos- 
sible to friends, professional associates, 
work colleagues, club mates or just about 
any meeting of minds. 

Protecting one’s own “group" is one of 
the oldest principles of personal finance, 
to which many of our modern institutions 
can trace their origins. Legal & General, 
was established to cater for lawyers, Cler- 
ical Me<fical for doctors and the degy and 
almost every religious sect once boasted 
a hpniCj building society and insurer. 

Until recently banks and building soci- 
eties have concentrated on mass-market 
affinity products, noticeably credit cards 
targeted at political parties, charities, 
trades unions and football clubs. These 
were followed by a raft of savings accounts 
for organisations as diverse as the Quak- 
ers and West Ham football dub. 

Underwriting much smaller deals is be- 
coming niiwinringiy attractive, as insur- 
ance brokers and In dependent financial 
advisers struggle to find a role for them- 
selves, as a technical revolution threatens 
to cut out the middleman. Where they can’t 
persuade an insurer to cut premiums, bro- 
kers will often give a discount themselves 
by reducing their own commission. And 
many niche insurers, also struggling to 
forge a role in a market dominated by giant 
phone operators, are open to suggestions. 


Martin Ben, of brokers Camberford 
Law, explains: “The bigger the group, the 
greater (he potential for cutting premiums, 
but it is possible to arrange a special deal 
for quite small groups of people.” WUEs Na- 
tional regional director Christine Ross 
says: “Consumers often foil to realise 
that they can save money by coming to us 
in small groups. It is our job to go out and 
negotiate the best deal we can for them.” 

Personal pensions is one area where 
quite large savings can be matte by setting 
up arrangements for a very small group 
of employees or union members. Ms Ross 
cut the charges era a Standard life personal 
pension in half for a group of just three. 

"Ibis can make a big difference to what 
is left to invest from a small contribution 
of £30 per month, “ she says. Even ona larg- 
er monthly premium of £200 cutting the 
charges in half will iqject an extra £4,000 
into the final value of a pension pot of a 00- 
year-old who took out the policy aged 36. 

Group deals on motor insurance are 
tricky, as margins are already tight, and 
broker commission among the lowest at 
12 per cent But a broker mqy spiff his co^ 
misskm with customers for group business- 
The scope for cutting household premiums 
is more encouraging: broker commission 
can reach 25 per cent Tbp-up with a dis- 
count from the insurer and costs crash. 

Marc Donfrancesco of Independent In- 
surance, which is sympathetic to affinity 


marketing, explains: “There are no hard 
and fast rules. If someone puts a reasoned 
case ... then you win listen. If you have a 
big national broker providing vital business, 
you will always try to accommodate where 
possible. But there has to be something in 
it for the insurer and for the broker as well 
as a good deal for the customer." 

Where the group or the broker takes re- 
sponsibility for a dmin the likelihood of a 
decent discount is greater Jamie Merchant 
of Lombard General, which also special- 
ises in affinity groups explains; “If some- 
one will accept responsibility for collecting 
the premiums, and maybe the broker un- 
derwrites and issues the policy, then there 
can be additional rewards for the group.” 

The workplace remains the most pop- 
ular place for fo rming partnerships, either 
with an employer or via a trades union. 

Most of the large unions, incl uding the 
TUC, GMB, MSF and Unison, offer specaal 
deals Ear members that also earn the union - 
attractive commissions. One of the most 
successful is the finance union UniFt, that _ 
is soon due to merge with hanking union 
Bifu and NatWest Staff Association. 

It not only offers a wide range oE dis- • 
counted products from pets to weddings 
insurance to its own members, but It also ' 
brokers these potities for other unions. The 
Bakers & Allied Workers Union is currently 
in the process of signing up for its house-, 
hold insurance. 
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The European Index-Tracking PEP 
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50.40%* growth in just 26 months 
- track our success in Europe 



Call freephone 


0500 11 66 22 


8am to 8pm weekdays gam to 5pm weekends. 

Hit imr ya tlto l lath vrwmKr nv«W amf nuhJrujif|. mnuUmt 

Please quote nty? C12DJ04 
w* 


An animat 
Management 
charge <>f 

only 0 . 75 % 
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Some people have put it to pattern-happy Peppercorn that she should be a graphic designer bat she is content designing Etfties-witb-a-Nineties-twist ceramics 


Seen Paget 


Pepper your home with class 


Marie Peppercorn’s ceramics derive their inspiration from avant-garde Fifties art. By Dominic Lutyens 


M arie Peppercorn is 
one canny designee 
Two years ago, while 
studying for her MA in 
Ceramic Design for 
Production in Stoke- 
on-Trent her antennae were finely tuned 
to the latest consumer trends. “Interiors 
then were becoming as trendy as fashion. 
People were starting to spend as much cm 
their homes as on their clothes, and this 
gave me the idea to decorate my ceram- 
ics with furniture motifs/ 1 she explains. 

In another shrewd move, Lancashire- 
born Peppercotn chose to concentrate on 
Fifties furniture motifs. If interiors are hip, 
then Fifties retro is at the height of 
Nineties’ nest-building chic. Tb say noth- 
ing of the auction houses’ thirst for flog- 
ging classic Fifties furniture and the 
recent proliferation of hefty coffee-table 
tomes on the subject, including Cantemr 
porary-Architediue and Interiors cf the 
1950s, by Lesley Jackson. “You can’t pick 
up an interiors magazine without seeing 
a piece of furniture fay Charles and Ray 
Games or one of their contemporaries,” 
says Peppercorn. 

Previously a model. Peppercorn start- 
ed her current career with a BA in Print- 
making at the University of Central 
Lancashire. “My work was pattern- 
orientated and suited to 3D surfaces, so 
it was a natural progression to go on to 
do an MA in Ceramics," she says. 

Yet she found the transition difficult: “A 
lot of people on my course had done ce- 
ramics for three years. All I'd made was 
a slab pot on a B-Tech course.” But Pep- 
percorn soon caught up, thanks to a work 
placement she did at Wedgewood in the 
potteries centre of State (Si Trent 



Today, she has her own studio in 
Stoke, where there is no shortage erf good 
suppliers for her raw materials. Hie 
switch to ceramics has more than paid 
off, and Peppercorn has had a busy year 
In July, she was bombarded with en- 
quiries and orders after showing at the 
New Designers In Business exhibition, at 
Islington Design Centre and, earlier this 
month, her retro-chic ceramics featured 
in an exhibition at Mission, the hip west- 
London gallery. 

Her dainty chair motifs, wiggly grids 
and softty geometric patterns are primarily 
reminiscent of fine art, so it conies as no 


surprise that Peppercorn lists such ab- 
stract expressionist painters as Mark 
Rothko and William de Kooning as strong 
influences. “My ceramics provide a can- 
vas for my designs,” she says and, ap- 
propriately, she produces “coupe” plates, 
with no rim, which are “more decorative 
than functional”. “The idea came from the 
fiat plates people hung on their walls in 
the Fifties,” she says. “As wall-hung 
pieces, they're like an extenson of my 
etchings - although they can be used to 
eat off, too.” 

Most of her work is produced as limited 
editions, because she believes that peo- 


ple are going off mass-produced products. 
“In the Eighties and early Nineties, peo- 
ple wanted a very slick finish, but now 
they’re after more original pieces.” 

Arty perhaps, but Peppercorn is no be- 
smocted, clay-un der-the-fingernafls pot- 
ter she doesn’t hand-throw her ceramics, 
but uses moulds. What really excites her 
is how her earthenware vases or bone- 
china plates and cups and saucers are dec- 
orated and what colours they come in. Fbr 
her basic glaze. Peppercorn sticks to five 
colours: white, lemon, aqua, mauve (a pur- 
plish hue) and {more pinkish). But her 
motifs and patterns come in all shades - 
from autumnal greens to fiery magentas. 
Motifs are translated on to a sSkscrran and 
screenprinted, osing hand-mixed enam- 
els and oxides. The transfers are coQaged 
on to her ceramics and fired. 

Some people have put it to pattern- 
happy Peppercorn that she should be a 
graphic des ig nee But she replies: “If! was, 
I'd be just another graphic designer but 
because my ceramics incorporate graph- 
ic designs, they look different" 

Peppercorn’s zesty, Fifties-with-a- 
Nineties twist designs might look frivo- 
lous to some, but her ideas are culled from 
a sophisticated knowledge of avant-garde 
postwar design. Motifs indude the Eames 
duo’s LCW Lounge Chain Hans Wegner's 
Butterfly Chair and Verner Pan ton’s S 
Chair Inspiration is also draw n from Lan- 
cashire-based firm, David Whitehead 
Part of the euphoric enthusiasm for 
modernism in the postwar years, tins ex- 
perimental company employed artists 
such as John Piper and Henry Moore to 
design textiles and ceramics. 

Peppercorn’s own designs, however; 
hark hack to the classic Fifties Home- 


maker tableware range, which came scat- 
tered with graphic illustrations of classic 
Fifties furniture by designers such as 
Robin Day. 

Thante to her dear sense of colour; Pep- 
percorn’s tableware can be harmoniously 
mixed and matched, and it is also rea- 
sonably priced. Clean-lined, quirkfly dec- 
orated cups and saucers cost from £10, 
conpe plates and ashtrays range from £15 
to £18, while prices for ter intricately pat- 
terned, more labour-intensive, vases vary 
according to bow much work has gone into 
them. Predominantly magenta pieces are 
more expensive, she says, because reddish 
glazes are gold-based. 

Ceramics are all the rage now, and 
pieces by popular new designers such as 
Peppercorn don't normally come cheap. 
Marie Peppercorn is currently exhibiting 
40 of her pieces at “A Contemporary 
Christinas”, a group show at The Charles- 
ton Gallery in East Sussex, which opened 
this month. Ybu will also be able to see her 
work from 20 November, at the Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park, and at “Ceramics Con- 
temporaries Three”, a touring exhibition 
which kicks off at the Royal College of Art 
in February. 

Her work has appeared in magazines 
such as Marie Claire and Living Etc., and 
Nieman Marcus in New York is interest- 
ed in including Fepperconfs work in a ret- 
rospective exhibition of 20th-century 
furniture to mark the new millennium. 
Now is the time to buy; it would seem - be- 
fore the secret gets out 


Marie Peppercorn is currently seeking 
sponsorship Anyonetnterested in back- 
ing her or wishing to buy ceramics di- 
rectly can contact her on 01782 848805 


Check It Out 


OLYMPIA WINTER FINE ART AND ANTIQUES FAIR 


Lets you choose 
your own channels. 


Call fra* far on information pa ok 


“THE WINTER Olympia is 
Eke an exclusive store,” says 
Victoria Berwick, director 
of Olympia Winter Fine Art 
and Antiques Fair “While 
luxurious items -from spec- 
tacular jewellery to elegant 
furniture -appeal to the se- 
rious collectors and buyers, 
other visitors appreciate the 
choice, particularly of deco- 
rative pieces, either for 
themselves or as gifts-” 
There will be 230 in- 
ternational dealers partic- 
ipating in this year's fait; 
which begins on Monday, 
and exhibits wifl encompass 
just about everything from 
candelabra to ceramics. 

Hoping to attract discerning 
buyers to this year’s furni- 
ture dealers, Berwick points 
out the success of last year’s 
variety of English furniture. 


In addition to the furni- 
ture, though, there will also 
be a huge range of sflveq in- 
cluding a pair of Benj amin 
South silver-gilt seven-light 
Regency candelabra. An- 
tique-sflver expert, Suzy Fite 
Gerald of J H Bourdon- 
Smith Ltd, enjoys the “fes- 
tive atmosphere" of CHympia, 
where visitors can make the 
most of the fact that “there 
are always unusual presaits 
to suit aU budgets." 

Jewellery on display will 
include Anthea AG Antiques’ 

19th-century, peari-and-15- 
carat-gold necklace and 
tiara (£3,650), and Ihdezna’s 
Art Nouveau, Art Deco and 
Sixties designs. Sonya 
NeweD -Smith of the Tadema 
Gallery, a regular exhibitor 
at the Fait: is enthusiastic 
about the event “It is always The Fbir is set to dazzle 



a good start to our busiest 
season,” she explains. 

This year's fair will also 
include a huge range of 
paintings. And, apart from 
the European exhibits on 
show; the fair also boasts a 
display of 20th-century Chi- 
nese lacquer work. If you 
would like to know more, An- 
drew Bolton, curator of the 
Far Eastern Departmental 
the Victoria and Albert Mu- 
seum, will give a lecture on 
the Yim gphrai loan e xhibition 
at the fair on Wednesday 18 
November at (xSOpm. 

Fbr those here to spend, 
the good news is that, al- 
though the fair does attract 
a large number of collectors 
and knowledgeable buyers, 
help will always be on hand 
for those with less expertise. 
James collects 


18th- to 20th-century Euro- 
pean watercolours and 
drawings, and recommends 
a return visit after last year’s 

fair: “The combination of 
highly affordable, good qual- 
ity exhibits in a relaxed and 
unpretentious fair seems to 

encourage a much greater 
degree of dialogue between 

dealers and visitors.” 


The Olympia Fine Arts and 
Antique Fair, from 16 to 22 
November, National HaU, 
Olympia Exhibition Cen- 
tre, Hammersmith Road, 
London W4. Entrance £5. 
Advance tickets aoodlable 
On0171 2442219. Tickets fa 
Andrew Bolton's lecture cost 
£10 and can be obtained 
from Mary Claire Boyd on 

01713708345 

Sam Wauace 
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The Best 
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Romance Lip Balm, IL95, Crabtree & 
Evelyn (mail order 01233 8S2244) 



Shu Demurs Lip Gloss, £12 
(enquiries 0171 493 4349) 



Face Stockholm Pot Gloss in 
Striking, £10. liberty <0171 734 1234) 




Gloss Pot in Lust, £1.59, Collection 
2000 (stockists 01695 50078) 



Lip Gloss 06, £5.50. French Connec- 
tion (enquiries 0171 399 7200) 




Black Lilac Glosswean £8, Clinique - * 
(0171 409 6951 for stockists) :'/• 



teffc Divinyls Lip Gloss in Black : 

Dahlia, £ 9 , Ttncco (mail ocrier 01222 

255065). Right: Colourings Up Uni. 
£3.75. Hie Body Shop (01903 731500) 
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L WANT ... AN EXPENSIVE WATCH FOR CHRISTMAS 

You are what you 
wear on your wrist 


YOUR WATCH says more about your 
wealth than your dothes ever wflL In the 
first of a series giving you the low-down 
on what every man wants in his Christmas 

strw^rino > • 


Santa for... 

Name: Nike Triax 250 A 

Price: £95 (0800 0561640 for stockists) 

Description: All the rage in the style .-m/m 

press at the end of last year; an<t its 

appeal has yet to wane. Lite the dMmIM- 

Mercurial football boot, Nike flgyV 

makes an asset of the inherent 

plastic nature of its products: the 

snug-fitting polyurethane strap 

is sold on its resistance to 

cracking, the ergonomically i r-' 

angled face has brazen f 

Janet & John-sized digits 

and an Electrolite which 

glows aquamarine in the 

dark. And despite five buttons. % * 

it is remarkably straigbtfor- 

ward teg green for start lap- 

counter; red for stop). Love or 

hate it, people will always have 

an opinion about it 

Water resistance: 100m 

Functions: Time (two zones), date, 

alarm (up to seven/day), timer; data 

storage dor previous runs) and repeat V' -r™ 

timer (for interval training). 5S&3 

Label hipness: After dominating the ^ | 

Nineties, the Nike label seems to be suf- i 

fering pre-mill ennial angst Profits are ' 

down and PR took a caning over “Ronalds 

gate" in the wake of the World Cap final. 

Plus even your dad probably owns some- 
thing made by Nike now. Tread gingerly. 

Style rating:.**** 

Suitable for: The bloke who says ‘foril- 
tLant” on 17ie East Show. And his girlfriend 
Others In the range worth consider- 
ing: If you're planning to do a marathon, 
the Thiax 26 (£65) is tailor-made for you. 


Name: cK Calvin Mein Ttech K217 
Price: £170 (01703 646800 for stockists) 
Description: The discreet cK logo is 
almost unnecessary. The design of this 
stainless steel Swiss-made watch silently 
screams Calvin Klein, exuding that tell-tale 
minimalist style. The strap dasp, howev- 
er; leaves something to be desired. 
Water resistance: 50m 
Functions: Standard chronograph stop- 
watch function. 

Label hipness.- It may be good branding 
but Calvin Klein's sexual ambivalence 
occasionally seems to verge on the char- 
acterless. There is still a certain cachet to 
the name Calvin Klein but how many more 
product extensions can it withstand? 
Style radng: *★* 

Suitable for: Men who like simple plea- 
sures -Gap T-shirts, combat trousers and 
0ne20ne adverts featuring Bate Moss. 
Others in the range worth consid- 
ering: White-faced cK Calvin Klein Dress 
X4111 (£150) for your partner - if youYe 
going down the cK route, there is no point 
doing it by halves. 




mm 





tjf 

fton " 


Name: Breitling B-One 
Price: £1,595 (0171-636 5200 for stockists) 
Oescripdon: The B-One’ s rearcasing is 
modelled on an aeroplane’s turbine and is 
the epitome of class. The front is a sensory 
overload: gold wings, loads of technical- 
looking numbers for doing things profes- 
sional pilots do, and a digital 24-hour 
dock, for when you give up trying to find 
the precise location of the minute hand. 
If a watch’s worth were measured by its 
weight in gold, this Swiss-made monster 
would require a chunk of Port Knox to 
house it Comes with a leather; sharkski n 


or chunky stainless steel strap. 

Water resistance; 50m 
Functions: Time (two zones), glare-proof 
glass, chronograph spa and add functions, 
alarm, NVG-compatibJe backlighting, 
alarms (one per time zone) and an “over- 
drive pinion mechanism which operates 
the slide rule disk by rotating bezel”. 
Label hipness: If you number Second 
World War pilots among your friends, you 
will be the proverbial Snoopy's testicles. 
Style rating: ***★ 

Suitable foe; Rich ffyboy wannabes with 
bigmits. 

Others in the range worth consid- 
ering: Hyou want something smaller and 
sampler; and plan to go searching for 
shipwrecked treasure, then opt for the 
Breitling SuperOeean Automatic, which is 
brighter^ bright orange face; more taste- 
ful than it sounds) and goes deeper 
(1,000m) at less expense (£980). 

Name: Omega Speertmarter Professional 
Price: £1,475 (01703 646800 for stockists) 
Description: As chronograph watches go 


this is a classic. Comprising 
a crisp black face with no ex 
traneous Arabic numerals to 
clutter up its functions, the 
Speedmaster Professional has 
the distinction of being the 
which Neil Armstrong was wearing when 
he stepped on the moon. 

Water resistance: Fbrget the moon. The 
Omega is built to survive an intergalactic 
battering and operates in temperatures 
from -18°C to 93°C (so it will work if you 
fell into a freezer hut will go pear-shaped 
if you attempt to remove chips from vats 
of boiling fat with your bare hands). 
Functions: Standard chronograph func- 
tions and a tachometer; which was used 
to time Scott and Irwin’s moon-buggyrace 
in the lunar roven 

Label flipness: If approval from Nasa’s 
rocket scientists fails to impress you, 
then I doubt endorsements, from Cindy 
Crawford, Field Marshal Montgomery 
aid James Band are going to impress upon 
you the importance of the brand. 

Style rating: ***** 




There’s stai time to get yourself some style with, 
clockwise from left, watches from Breitling, Nike, 
Calvin Klein, Omega and Tag Heuer 


Suitable for: Tbm Hanks, 
Bruce Willis, Buzz Lightyeac. 
Others In the range worth 
considering: If you want some- 
thing more contemporary, the 
Speedmaster Professional X-33 
(£1,575) is the watch Omega is touting as 
the timepiece that wfll make it to Mars (the 
journey there seems to have been literal- 
ly interpreted since one option is a gaudy 
red strap) . The watch itself has a circular 
digital centrepiece, programmable to 
show elapsed mission time and a count- 
down facility - essential for those touch- 
downs on the dark side of Safeways. 

Name: Tfcg Heuer Kirium Chronograph 
Price: CL325 (Mappin & Webb, 0171-734 3801) 
Description: For those who like the cur- 
vaceous, streamlined advances erf Nineties 
auto technology, then look no further than 
the Tag Heuer Kirium Chronograph. The 
tasteful hue of its face even manages to 
rescue the colour burgundy from the 
wilderness (where it has been languish- 
ing since being identified as the pre- 


ferred trouser colour of Tetley beer 
drinkers over a decade ago). 

Water resistance: 200m 
Functions: Chronograph, tachometer 
and an ‘unidirectional turning bezel” to 
measure lengths of dives (blind us with 
science, why don't you?). 

Label hipness: Well, that depends on 
whetheror not you think Damon Hill is cool 
IbeH. at least he Ekes leftfield boho Amer- 
ican rockers Cake, unlike David Coufthard, 
Mika Hakkinen and Michael Schumacher; 
who all like PhQ Collins). 

Style rating: **** 

Suitable for. Fbrmula One fens who drive 
spotless Fbrd Pumas. And Alan Partridge. 
Others hi the range worth consider- 
ing: The 2000 Collection and the Steve 
McQueen Monaco (£L595), based on the 
watch the actor wore in Le Mans . 

SHAUN PHILLIPS 
Deputy editor, zm Magazine 

The phone number Jbr last week's Zero 
Haliburton case is 01S1 308 3080 


If l Win 
THE 

LOTTERY 

TONIGHT.. 

JILL DANDO, 
TELEVISION 
PRESENTER 



I WOULD do something financially 
practical to help those charities of 
which I am patron: a couple of 
heart-related charities, a hospice 
in Weston-super-Mare and a drugs 
project in Norwich. I cannot afford 
a great deal of time to help, so if I 
could afford something a little 
more practical that would be a 
priority I would also nuke sure 
that people dose to me were 
financially secure, particularly my 
brother and father. Once that was 
sorted 1 would thoroughly indulge 
myself. 

On a more flippant note 1 would 
buy the JaguarXKS 1 have always 
wanted as raj' town car. My 
country car would be a Range 
Rover, because I would have two 
homes, as one does. 1 would also 
indulge my passion for furniture 
and interior design. My London 
home would be a shrine to 
modernism. It would be a 
penthouse flat with wide picture 
windows, a lot of tight and lots of 
white everywhere. 1 would like a 
river view. too. but no further east 
than Vauxhall Bridge. 

My country house would have 
to be within an hour and a half's 
drive of London. I would furnish it 
noth rosewood furniture - 1 am 
passionate about its rich grain and 
colour - building on my existing 
collection in my sitting room at 
home. It is just wonderful. I would 
spend my spare time trailing 
around antiques shops and 
auction houses looking for more 
pieces but I would still work, 
though not as regularly as I do 
now I would like to work on 
individual projects, such as 
documentaries, with enough time 
to research and present my own 
programmes. I think I would be 
very bored as a lady of leisure. 

I would tike to take four 
holidays every yean One would be 
a real adventure, canoeing up the 
Amazon ora safari in Africa. The 
second would be something in 
Europe, possibly Tuscany, in the 
summer. Then I would take a ski- 
ing holiday in a European resort 
such as Lech, and my fourth break 
would be at home, in my country 
house, ente rtain i n g friends for a 
week. I would go to Australia as 
well 1 have been four times for 
work and once on a personal trip, 
but I would need to spend three 
months there to explore properly. 

I have never really been to the 
interior, just to the coast, and I 
would tike to go to the area around 
Ayers Rock and Alice Springs and 
drive around the far north of 
Queensland in the rainforest area 
Through my work I have done all 
my daredevil pursuits and fulfilled 
my ambitions around the world. 
Now 1 just want a nice time. 

JiU Dando presents 'Holiday' on 
BBC 1 every Tuesday at 8pm and 
the monthly programme, 
‘Crwneujatch’. also on BBC I. She 
was interviewed by Diana 
Gregory. 
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FOR ANYONE with more cash 
than time, Ftembertnn and Whit- 
field is definitely a phone num- 
ber to scribble into your 

gilt-edged address book. A sav- 
iour of the temporally chal- 
lenged shopper; or simply the 
downright lazy this is the ulti- 
mate gift service, whereyou can 
choose from such covetaWe 
Items, shown above, as a pairof 
hand-embroidered Egyptian 
"boudoir” pillows for £55. Ital- 
ian hand-stitched leather doc- 
ument folders with pewter 


clasps, £295. andhand-embrm- 
jjered EgyptiaiKotton aprons 
with radish designs, £15. 

With backgrounds in fas h ion 
and jewellery, Jane Whitfield 
and Sam Pemberton have set 


JalitaT often exdushre gifts 

through thesmaB-but-perfecfly- 
fbrmed catalogue they have 
just launched. Gifts included m 
the catalogue range is price 
from £1 5 for a set of three bath- 
tub teabags to EL500 fora pair 
of diamond earrings set in 18- 


carat white gold. The catalogue 
caters for almost anyone - but 
the best thing about it is teat all 
the gifts are delivered to your 
door in a handmade box, having 
first been defeated wrapped in 
tissue and tied with satin ribbeo. 
And if you still can’t decide 
what to geLthey’Dhappity wrap 
up a gift vouchee 
7b ptace an order, or to request 
a Whitfield and Pemberton 
catalogue, call 0171-371 7454; or 
visit the website: rmpw.pandw. 
demon.co.uk 


Stocking filler 

OF THE WEEK 



IMPRESS YOTJR guests over Christmas with a set of 
sweet-smeffing Spice Mats from The General 'Hading 
Company (0171 730 0411). Mug mats with a difference, 
these soft washable pouches give off a rich cinnamon 
scent and come in two horticultural designs - one 
being a tree and the other bunches of herbs. Fbr 
£11.95 fora set of four; you get to protect your table - 
and your reputation as a style guru. 


Out with the Old 
In with the New 


CHRISTMAS JUST wouldn’t be 
Christmas without someone 
getting a cardigan under their 
Christmas tree. If you can't bear to 
be different this yean then at least 
do your shopping with style and 
make sure you buy this pink crew- 
neck cardigan from Gap (0800 
427789 fin- stockists). It’s practical, 
pretty and, with the satin trim 
beneath the buttons, a fashionable 
tittle number and costs £34... 





...on the other hand, you could be wild and 
treat that person to something totally different 
this year. Gran Turismo, the swish and sultry 
new album from Swedish popsters the 
Cardigans, could be just the thing. The CD 
costs £13.99 from HMV (enquiries 0171-432 
2000) and wfll keep yuur feet a-tapping and 
your hips a-swaying right through into 1999. 
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Putting the brummm into Brum 


\dan 


For the first time in years the Motor 
Cycle Show in Birmingham packs 
a real punch. By Roland Brown 


I t’s an indication of motorcy ding’s 
current popularity mBritam that for tte 

first time in living memory, there axe 
some real surprises in store at the 
Motor Cycle Show, which opens at the 
National Exhibition Centre in Birming- 
ham today, Fbr years the nugor hike manufac- 
turers have launched their new models at 
shows in Kafe Germany or France. And although 
most of next year's machines were unveiled in 
Munich in September; enough have been held 
bade to put the NEC in the global spotlight as 
never before. 

Much of the interest is centred on "Yamaha’s 
YZF-R7, an ultra-racy, four-cylinder 750cc 
roeketship based on this year’s hugely, successful 
l.OOOccYZF-RL 

In contrast to the mass-produced Rl, the R7 
is a limited-edition machine, highly taxied and 
fitted with special parts, tihat win be built in small 
numbers as the basis for Yamaha’s challenge in 
next season's Wbrid Superbike Championship. 
A racing R7 was displayed in Munich, but die 
road-going bike has been held back for unveil- 
ing in Birmingham. 

Two more Yamahas are making their world 
d£buts at the NEC. The XVZ13TF Royal Star 
Venture is a giant touren powered by a lSOOoc 
V4 engine, that is designed for Ua^-dstancecmn- 
fortand incorporates luggage, sbseo and cruise 
controL Like the XVS1100 Drag Stag launched 
inMumdi, theXV1600 Wild Stax; on view for the 
first time this week, is a WgV-twin cruiser whose 
style is shamelessly borrowed from Harley- 
DavidsCHi- whose recent Dyha Super Glide Sport 
and other Twin Cam 88 powered models will be 
at the NEC for the first time. 

Ifamaha also has the new YZF-R8, a sporty 
600cc four whose 120bhp output and weight of 
160kg make it the most powerful and lightest in 
the class. At about £ 6,000 the R6 will cost well 
under half as much as the R7, and will provide 
plenty of high-revving thrills. Its closest rival next 
year will be the latest version of Honda’s 
CBR600F, the popular middleweight that is 
comprehensively uprated this year with a new 
108 bhp engine and its first aluminium frame. 

Honda’s big NEC news is' the launch of the 
CBR900RR FireBlade Evolution, an exotic, 
ultra-powerful version of the familiar fourcylin- 
der hyperbike. 

The Evolution has been developed by Honda 

UK in mrrj iinrtinn with Hertfor dshir e fanringfirm 

RS Performance, and will be built in limited 
numbers next year for sale at £18,000. With a 
I65hhp power outwit and a chassis uprated with 
upmarket parts including a single-sided swing- 


arm, the Evolution is set to outperform even 
Omaha's Rl. 

Even so, the Evolution wont be the fastest 
superbike at the NEC. Suzuki's new GSX13O0R 
Hayabusa, whose L298cc, 1 6-valve engine pro- 
duces a massive I73bhp, has been produced to 
Knatrfi the World’s Fastest Motorcycle title 
from Honda's Super Blackbird. Aided by aero- 
dynamically efficient but ugly bodywork, the 
Hayabusa could have a top speed of over 
180 mph. 

Suzuki also has a brace of new V-twin mid- 
dleweights, the naked SV650 and half-faired 
SV650S, which promise lively perfonnance at an 
attractive price. Kawasaki’s main new models 
are V-twins of a veiy different type. The VN1500 
andVN800 Drifters are cruisers whose old-fash- 
ioned styling, incorporating enormous mud- 
guards, mimics American-built Indians of the 
Fifties. 

Although Kawasaki also has a modem budget 
750cc four called the ZR-7, its other new model 
is the bizarre W650, a Sixties style parallel twin. 

In contrast Britain’s Triumph, back from the 
grave since its Sixties heyday, has a new bike 
that is bang up to date. The Sprint ST is a new 
generation sports-tourer that combines a 
I08bhp, 955cc three-cylinder engine with 
Triumph’s first twin-spar aluminium frame. 
And the Leicestershire firm also has a new ver- 
sion of its dual-purpose Tiger model, whose 
lighten lower chassis holds an 885cc triple en- 
gine producing 86bhp. 

BMW has one of the biggest bikes at the Show, 
in the rounded shape of the K1200LT luxury 
tourec Beneath the aB-endoring plastic, the lake 
billed as the two- wheeled 7 Series is powered 
by a 98bhp four-cylinder engine. 

Equally important is its equipment list 
adjustable screen and passenger seat plus a 
radio are standard; CD changes; cruise control 
and heated seat are optional extras. 

The show's main Italian interest comes from 
Ducati, whose plethora of new models includes 
the uprated 996 sportster; the 9l6cc, eight-valve 
ST4 sports-tourer, and the 750SS, a smaller- 
engined version of this year’s 900SS. Disap 
pointing^ the Ducati that stole the headlines in 
M unich, the st unning prototype MH900e Hail- 
wood Evohizione, is not at the NEC -but that 
doesn't prevent this being the biggest and best 
bite show for years. 



The stylish Suzuki GSX1300R Hayabusa, designed to be the world’s Easiest motorcycle 


Roland Brawn 


Awful car, if you like ventilation 


TheMotorCydeShoia,Ncrtionc&EtfnbitumCenr 
tre, Birmingham, 14 to 22 November, lOam-Gpm; 
admission: adults £ 12, imder-i 5s and OAPs £5, 
under-IQs free when accompanied by adult 


FANTASTIC! BRILLIANT! 
Amazing! The greatest 
single leap forward since 
the guys at Apple got sick of 
typing letters and invented 
the personal compute: (I 
just made up the last 
eulogy.) Such are the 
reactions from level-headed 
journalists reviewing a new 
family Ford. Even Jeremy 
Clarkson loved it 
How could a car with 
such a humble background 
- it’s still a Fbrd after all - 
harvest such tributes? I’ve 
been driving a Focus for the 
past two weeks and was 
determined to find fault 
I did 1,000 miles in the 
first week and used it for 
city commuting in week 
two. I have had three kids 
in the bade, filled the boot 
with bags and driven it on 


tracks, motorways and 
French secondaries. I have 
even had a Ford engineer 
alongside to take the flak. 

Many journalists have 
said they can find no fault 
with the Ford. I am pleased 
to be able to report that I 
can. Its ventilation sucks 
(on to be more accurate, it 
fails to blow out enough 
fresh air). Many modern 
cars, sculpted to cleave the 
air cleanly rather than ram 
air into the cabin, suffer 
similarly, but the Fbcus 
seems worse than most 

The road noise, on some 
motorways, is worse than 
Fd expected. Ifou can hear 
quite a thrum on some 
surfaces. And the ride is 
firm. The Focus is biased to 
sharp handling more than 
soft riding although there's 



Gavin Green 

1 should give up the 
witch hunt and come 
clean. It’s fantastic, 
brilliant, amazing... 


actually nothing 
uncomfortable about the 
way the Fbcus moves over 
broken tarmac. 

Alex Moulton, designer of 
the MxnFs rubber 


suspension and now maker 
of collapsible bicycles, 
reckons that the 
windscreen pillar is too 
steeply rated, which makes 
access difficult for older 
people. Besides that, he 
rather liked it. 

The boot is smaller than 
the outgoing Escort’s but 
still seems big enough, and 
the liftover height of the 
boot is also higher than 
normal. That was a styling 
decision,” said the Fbrd 
man. “We wanted the rear 
bumper to be quite high.” 

The Star Wars-style dash 
is a bit strange. Besides, a 
Golf's dashboard, as well as 
looking classier, is made 
from sterner stuff. A Golfs 
cabin still feds more 
upmarket, never mind that 
the VW is inferior in just 


about every other way. 

That’s the extraordinary 
thing about the Focus. It 
has not only muscled its 
way to the front of the class 
but, in most important 
areas, it has done so with 
such conviction that 
everything else feels rather 
second-rate. It’s even good 
to drive around town in 
traffic, thanks to its 
excellent pedal actions and 
steering. In sharp contrast 
the new Vauxhall Astra has 
an appallingly balky 
gearbox, whfle the new 
Peugeot 206 has pedals that 
are badly angled and 
impossible for big shoes. 

There I go, flattering the 
Fbcus. Maybe I should just 
give up the witch hunt and 
come dean. It is fantastic, 
brilliant quite amazing. 


My Worst Car 


Matthew Parris's Morris Oxford 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


And then the axle dropped off 


West Country 


MY WORST car was i vty first car; which 
I fell in love with. Like all great love 
affairs, it was bound to be a painful 
experience and end in tears. 

The car in question was a 1958 
Morris Oxford which my father bought 
for my 17th birthday- The idea was to 
teach me as much about motor 
mechanics as possible, and boy did it 
do that At the time, I was firing in 
Swaziland and it would regularly let 
the terrain get the better of it On one 
occasion, the rear axle dropped off 

It was the U-bolts which broke, 
proving how well I got to know all the 
oify bits on that can Other times, it 
was the climate, rather than the 
terrain, which defeated the old Oxford 
- it would overheat so badly that the 
radiator needed to be replaced more 
than once. Yet despite all the 
problems, i loved it It was large, 
comfortable and gave me my freedom. 



Love and hate - a Morris Oxford 


In fact I was so convinced it would 
look after me, that when I left to go to 
England, I decided to drive. 
Unfortunately, Lgave up in Mombasa 
as it proved too unreliable. But that 
wasn’t the Last I saw of the Oxford. 

In England, I decided to make a go 
of it again, so had the Oxford shipped 


in. Not a wise decision as it turned out 
By then I was working at the Foreign 
Office and it was costing me £500 a 
year to keep it roadworthy, a small 
fortune bade then. The final straw was 
the gearbox which broke and needed 
replacing. Unfortunately I could no 
longer afford the repairs and had to 
abandon it in Andover. 

Even today, I still feel terribly guilty 
about what I did. I couldn’t face even 
•seeing another Oxford, let alone 
buying one. In feet, the worst thing is 
that when I go to India Fm surrounded 
by the Ambassador If you didn’t know, 
that is their national vehicle and 
exactly the same as the Morris Oxford, 
my first, worst, but most lovable car 


Far details of odt 
traditiunally built detached 


with GCH, priced from 
£112,950 to £164,950 
Please contact 
Charles Bishop Lid on 

01460 73003 


PbintWest Kensington 


Five star living from £295,000 


Devon & Cornwall 






Matthew Parris’s book, "The Great Un- 
frocked - Roo Thousor&Yearsitf Church 
Scandal’, is out (Robson Books , £17.95). 
He was talking to James Ruppert 
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Fumy- Attractive 3 bed cottage 
wtth garden. Wealrourtog 
Uon. £80-200- Short break* n# 
atria. 0181 667 7277 
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AA34 B/OO EL 062 1,400 JL34 2200 14 PA 4200 

AHABJ7 1.650 EPGS13 1,200 JJL052 1,000 PB ULA 1,000 

AJP55B 2.400 FCA9BS 400 K44JON 1,000 P©26 1200 

755 ANN 4.600 1FJG 6200 JSI147 3200 PBZ7 1200 

66 AW 3,000 732 FM 1,600 BJWM 520G PB30 1,400 

827 BAR 1.500 744FRA 1,200 350KW= 1.600 PPP33 £250 

BM371 4,500 GA7 16200 L6LD 600 MME2 MW 

594 BMH 2.400 GBZ62 1200 IN 9705 1200 ^£5 
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Xantia LXTD, 5dr 

cost new our price save 

SB BUMS 


VAT Qualifying 
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»9M9W 

■MwJoMkmau* 


5 speed, . 
5 door ; alloy 
wheels, electric 
windows, SR, 
RSB, ‘ 
immobiliser, 
tax and MOT, 
60,000, FSH 
Very reliable, 
two lady owners 


I BP ?664 2200 (Not GB 2621 LNJ 109 800 SkSS* jAWU! 

BPY9B s Slinsil LRU 94 750 Ijffi 


C3LT5 2200 4I0OJH 22W A3MBT M . 

305CFW 1200 QJKS8 2.400 M3NSA BOO fg&ar j 

PI CLK 2200 GJK886 1.400 MB 16 1,600 SScM 5 

COE947V 325 GR65 5,400 MB 9669 800 gHg j Sl 


A77SCW 5001 
902 1200 1 


COE 947V 325 Gfi 85 5,400 MB 9669 800 S'™) m 

DA 9778 1200 GBB55Y 60Q ML 511 2200 TDL§2 l5o V 

DBR349 1200 HAZ6 2200 {NOT MILS 111 TJW907 Sb 3 

238DFD 1,000 WLC967 1,000 07MM 3^00 vTihSa 12TO 

445 CUD 1200 HU.B58 1.000 M=0485 1200 


TWO 

IEDROOM 

FLAT 
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,an at mm vEHfisa 1200I 

000 MPOW5 1200 PHJTOW I200I 

600 M4K77 2200 32 YG 2.0001 


PS 7228 1250 1 AJI 35 600|M4K77 220PI32YG 2200 

DVLA AUCTION OF ATTRACTIVE REGISTRATION MARKS 
B you are canemptating a bid ptease eonsdar the benefits ef atpert atMa; 
we praale cwnpiel w Bti w rtoncafloa essrtal whan coring a a hid 
decision: otherwise you mair insdvenenOy bid M much or too Hto. 



Sixth floor of 
Edwardian block. 




□ring room 15’ x 12\ 
modern kitchen and 


2 Years Free I U.OOO Misivum P.TRjj 
//vs UR /\ ,V<_A I Evcwavge Allou axce 



£7.495 


Mhtgh ehSkmcf CDpb/et 
hMoUmtiaiiUmMit 

iftrMtiEB^MtCBJWtaKlfoD 

Btxtl&wce, 


01442 S7 1 234 1 



£ 4,100 ojia 


i PRIVATE NUMBER PLATES 

, 8»-Q- BOX 77, SWANSEA SA7 9VH 



To advertise 
in this section 
please calf 

0171 293 2233. 


_ 17AA 
1 S111AAH 

■ 4&AD 
■4SAF 
I 4&AJ 
■B11AJJ 
IHI9AUV 

S3ANN 
IS6AM4 
_ StaOy 
I K99ARY 

■ ASH14 
■814ASR 

■ N6ATH 

■ .TO. 


1 AT31 
IS2BAUD 
"41AW 
I S11AWW 
, 15AY 
I R30UT 
■ E73BEV 
■sssev 
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01792321123 


JT4838 J44NCT B17SJM 
K11JUL S44NDU M3SLW 
EH4«ra M17NEV BOOSM 
B1KC8 877NGH M16SOM 
KJ739 50NC AllSni 
P4KDS LlGNGO AlSSO 
R10KV3 L11NOL A14SWN 
M3LBH S6NYA P3TCS 
STia RlOHY. inv 
K44LLD STONC 111 TN 
S4LSA JIONY BITOH 
L1 11 MAT 70RAM 11 TOP 
MBZ100 P1AS61 810IUS 
J44MCS PJI11 522TVH 
0431 M3 S7RAH SlOUNT 
SIMON RAV1A B4WAY 
S44MB. 3SRB WCG68 
SB8MEL 1SRQ L171NRE 
S77MEL ST8ROQ BlOWNU 
B5MG 3SROQ B17WFC 
MLS R9RSG B10XXB 
S6BMJD PI HUS M3VAH 

imp isan S4 Yah 

THOU3ANDS MORE AVAILABLE 
ALL NUMBERS SU BJECT TO 
VAT AND DOT TRANSFER 


modern kitchen and 
bathroom, small, 
separate study, 
wooden floors, 
recently decorated 

£179,000 


ma-nJ 


Property 

Advertising 


continues on 


pages II & 12. 


[wj Viewing hy appointment only, 11am -6pm daily 
£?} Cromwell Road London SW7 

|| Telephone 0171 373 3100 
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A dampener on any deal 


A flooded house is a nightmare, especially if you are about to sell - or buy - it. By Ppnny Jackson 


I 


Eis bad enough clearing up the 
niess left by receding flood wa- 
lers, but if a bouse is just 
about to change hands, mat- 
ters are a great deal worse. 


ua«c wuu die sou ary- 
ing out their homes may well have a 
buyer to keep sweet on top of all their 
other problems. 
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in the Shrewsbury area, which was 
badly affected by the recent floods, had 
to deal with a foot of water inside his 
hf HIRe, and an unhap py ptTr r»ha cor 
hide saw the river Severn break its 
banks between exchange of contracts 
and completion. Roger Whittles, who 
is on the Shropshire branch commit- 
tee of the National Association of 
Estate Agents, says the owner is to aD 
intents and purposes being held over 
a barrel 1 “He has taken a reduction of 
about 5 per cent to keep the sale on 
course, otherwise the buyer would 
have been lost altogether Fortunate- 
ly everybody was pr operly insured." 

Legally; the purchaser becomes 
responsible for a budding on exchange 
of contracts and will insure it from that 
date, although solicitors often agree 
that the responsibility should remain 
with the vendor Certainly, solicitors 
and estate agents would be unlikely to 
advise a vendor to cancel their insur- 
ance in case the purchaser turned out, 
as one agent said, to be a man of straw. 

It is quite usual for a property to be 
covered twice during the period before 
completion. In common law, though, 
if a house should suffers disaster the 
buyer is liable. While this may seem 
a for-fetched scenario, for Ronald and 
Juliet Plant it became a reality a few 
years ago when one of the most trea- 
sured features of the small estate in 
Cornwall they had agreed to buy col- 
lapsed in hurricane-force winds. 

The 18th-century farmhouse in 
Stoke Climsland has two spectacular 
walled gardens ofnearlyan acre each. 
“On the day after we exchanged con- 



Ronald and Juliet Plant with their restored wall, destroyed by a falling tree 


More HUH Apex 


tracts, we received the news that a 
large tree had brought down some 150ft 
of the massive walls. Nothing prepared 
us for that,” says Ronald Plant “With- 
out really thinking about it too much, 
I had fortunately asked my surveyor 
what sort of cover we would need. 
Emotionally, we didn't really feel that 
we had bought the property or that we 
would really need to claim on the in- 
surance: The voider was very worried 
that the sale would be aborted and we 
both consulted our insurers. The bill 
for repair was calculated to be in the 
region of £17,000." To their enormous 
relief; the Plante' insurers agreed to 


meet the costs. “The walls were list- 
ed and it couldn’t be rebuilt in aqy old 
fashion," pxpiams Ronald Plant 

The loss of the walled gardens to a 
historic property of this kind would 
have been irreparable. The Hants, 
who have gradually restored the 
estate and are soon to put it on the 
market, say that it would not be the 
same without the walls, which now 
look as they did in their best days. 

Around her home along the river 
Severn, Vikki Heath is p inning her 
hopes on a new wall She and her hus- 
band have just returned to their 300- 
yearoM cottage after 10 days in a hotel 


while the flood subsided. “The water 
was predicted to come but it was an 
absolute nightmare waiting for it to 
happen. We have a free-standing 
kitchen and tiled floors so we could 
rescue most of our things. It does 
make you think hard about selling. Rut 
it is very beautiful here and we 
wouldn’t want to live anywhere else. 
Once everything is bade to normal you 
forget Wfe are going to bufld a wan now 
seeing that the river is only two fields 
away from the house." 

Anyone who can throwa ball from 
their house into the river has a pretty 
good chance of befog flooded, says 


Nick 'fart, who runs estate agencies 
mBrfogm)rthandIronbridge.“Butit 
is a price people are prepared to pay 
to live in such lovely places. One cur- 
rent purchaser was very anxious 
about floods, but although water did 
eventually come into the house, he 
wasn’t deterred. Even in areas where 
ground movement and risk offloodfiog 
make it impossible to get mortgages 
or insurance, there are always people 
who will buy there because they are 
such idyllic spots." 

In Shrewsbury Jonathan Lme- 
grove-ETelden of Balfour Burd & Bat- 
son has seen acres of his diems’ 
farmland, rather than homes, disap- 
pear under water. Insurance compa- 
nies, he finds, have become much 
sharper in recent years. 

“Clients can get as much as 30 per 
cent discount on their properties if 
they are confident about cutting out 
flood cover;" be says. “But a bagger risk 
during the period between exchange 
and completion is from burst pipes. If 
a property is empty it can be days 
before the problem is found and the 

riamag p dpiw in a h^w»» is far gpwrfj g r 
than from flood water" 

But in the minds of purchasers, the 
drama of floods seems for more of a 
peril than domestic negligence. In Sus- 
sex, even though the river Levant 
flooded a few years ago for the only 
time this centuiy, buyers constantly 
refer to it 

A listed cottage in the village of Sin- 
gleton, on the market with Hemy 
Adams and Partners, was flooded 
then, which has undoubtedly put off a 
few purchasers, says Richard Willis- 
cnrfl A new environmental awareness 
means that in some areas, new houses 
are being buDt on higher ground than 
five years ago. But bad weather is not 
always such a sales disaster. “Until 
Selsea was struck by a freak tornado, 
nobody much had heard of it Now its 
notoriety has put it firmly on the 
map," adds Williscroft 


Don’t come a cropper on the Costa Lotta 
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BLAME MIKHAIL Gorbachev if house 
prices in Spain are too high for your 
liking. Helen Parker was an estate 
agent in Mallorca for several years 
shortfy after the Berlin Wall came 
down. “When East and West Germany 
merged, some worried, wealthy Ger- 
mans bought property in Spain, which 
they viewed as a safe haven. The result 
was rapid inflation." 

In Ms Parker’s experience, the 
stereotype of British expats in Spain 
- golfers and retirees - needs updat- 
ing to include middle-aged business- 
men successful enough to retire early. 
Another group is even younger “Mal- 
lorca has a massive community of for- 
eigners who work as professional 
crews on the private yachts of the 
super-rich, and they buy properties in 
rural Mallorca and Barcelona.” 


Ms Parker advises would-be buyers 
to “make sure your agent is rep- 
utable, shop around for a good lawyer 
orgestor [alegal adviser; prono unced 
""’“hestoT^ amfget advice fr6m expar 
Britons. “Make sure you get the ven- 
dor’s receipts, because the current 
owner of the property is responsible 
for unpaid taxes and bills." 

Recently a British couple lost their 
holiday home because the official reg- 
ister had not been amended to reflect 
the new ownership. Their vendor was 
still recorded as the owner. He owed 
huge sums, and the court sold the 
house for a pittance of its true value 
without informing the owners; the 
house has a new owner who can’t be 
budged. Case dosed 
Beforeyou sign the esmfcuro on the 
dotted fine, make sure you know your 



Spanish house prices are high 


notario from your abogado and 
familiari se yourself with the idiosyn- 
crasies of Spanish law. 

Any professional who stops you 
foDfog foto the notorious todos fas pas- 
tes trap wffl repay his fee. British bity 
ers are often advised to underdedare 
the purchase price on the title deed, 
but “this practice is illegal and peo- 
ple who lie in this way incur larger 
capital gains -tax liabilities later". 

In the £40,000 to £80,000 range. 
Graham Baigent of World, of Property 
recommends “northern Costa Blanca 
around Moraira or inland, but you 
might need doser to £80,000 for a rea- 
sonably small villa. Further south, 
Ibrrevieja offers excellent value." 

Wbrfo qf Property contains many 
advertisements for developers, age n ts 
and advisers for all of Spain, and the 


first copy of the magazine is free. 

In Mallorca, the third phase of the 
136-unit Ses Oliveres is under way on 
the Bendinat Estate near Palma. 
Prices start at £185,000 for apart- 
ments and £280,000 for townhouses. 
Knight Frank has homes on Marbefla, 
Mallorca and Ibiza ranging from 
£880,000 top £7m. Hampton’s In- 
ternational has affiliates in Spain and 
handles villas with prices starting at 
£85,000 and rising to flm. Pricey 
Spanish properties are also repre- 
sented fay Sotheby’s International 
Property. 

Hamptons International 0172-403 
8787; Knight Frank 01 71 -629 81 71; Ses 
OUveres (00-34471 ) 676024; Sotheby’s 
International 0171-293 6443; ‘World qf 
Property’ 01323 726040 

Robert liebman 


stepping Stones 

one Family’s property Story 


PENNY DRAPER has 
bought three properties 
since 1982. She now lives 
in a four-bedroom house 
with her husband and son 
in Bexlevhealh, Kent 

BexleyheatJh seems to 
hold a special charm for 
Penny - all her purchases 
have been within a mile of 
each other. 

Buying their first home 
was inevitable: "Everyone 
was doing it so we went 
with the flow, we didn't 
dither. " This first house 
was a two-up, two-down 
cottage which cost £42,000; 
“We chose it because it 
was Victorian. It was nice, 
but freezing and infested 
with cockroaches." 

The busy road made 
parking problematic but 
Penny devised an 
ingenious solution: “Wc 
bought a washing machine 
from the shop next door. 
They were so grateful 
they let us park in their 
private road.” 

After fire years the 
favour wore thin and a 
growing son made their 
home feel small. The 
Drapers sold for £57.000 
and “decamped", literally 
down the road, to a new 
town house, which cost 


camouflaged in the front 
garden on a Friday night 
was a weekly ritual." 

2n 2997, unable to stamp 
out crime, the Drapers 
sold for £85,000 and bought 
another new property, 
again in beloved 
Bexley heath, but this time 
a four-bedroom, detached 
house for £171,000, which 
they spotted one night 
while out walking the dog. 
Their faithful pet misses 
the regular suj>ply of 
chicken bones he enjoyed 
in his last garden, but 
otherwise the family are 
happily settled and eagerly 
awaiting the completion of 
their conservatory: “It 
suits us here. It lacks the 
sorial aspirations of 
Blackheath and 
Greenwich, and it's 
suburban and boring, but 
we love it." 

Mami Humble. 

Halifax's area manager, 
has herself bought three 
properties in Besdeyhcnth 
and endorses Penny 
Draper’s passion for the 
place: *Tre never fallen 
foul of any price drops It 
sounds sad but 1 can’t 
imagine living anywhere 
else cither." 

GlN ETTA YKDR1CKVS 



Penny Draper at her home in Bexleyheath 


£76,000. The extra space 
allowed Penny’s husband 
the luxury of his own 
study. “He likes to while 
away the time on the 
computer and listen to 
Radio 4. Asad case," says 
Penny, who in turn found 
relative tranquillity “in the 
company of a teenager and 
deranged canine". 

Ten years on, 
tranquillity became even 
more elusive: “People 
from the pub up the road 
would urinate and throw 
beer bottles in our 
garden." Did the Drapers 
devise another ingenious 
solution? “That’s when my 
husband turned vigilante ” 
says Penny. “Trying to 
persuade him not to lie 


THOSE MOVES IN 
BRIEF 

1982 - bought two-up. two- 
down for £42.000, sold for 
£57.000. 

1987 - bought three bed 
town bouse for £76.000. 
sold for £85,000. 

1997 - bought four-bed 
detached house for 
£171,000, now worth 
£200.000. 

If you would like your 
moves to be featured in 
this space; write to: 

Nic Cicutti, Stepping 
Stones, The Independent, 
One Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, London 
Eli SDL -£100 will 
be awarded for the best 
story. 






TEL: 01*71 293 2222 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Auctions 


MAJOR REGIONAL 
PROPERTY AUCTION 


BRANDS HA TCH M OTOR CIRCUIT, 
LONGFIELD, KENT 

MAINLY BY ORDER OF THE MORTGAGEES 
AT 12 NOON 

141 LOTS - 30TH NOVEMBER 1998 
Greater London. Kem, Emi Sussex, West Sussex, 
Not tinghamshir e, West Midlands, Cornwall 
Bristol Citv, Somerset, Norfolk, Hampshire. 
Staffordshire, West Yorkshire, Tvncmdwear, 
Northamptonshire. Lancas h ire. Northumberland, 
Devon. Leicestershire, Cambridgeshire. 
Oxfordshire, Gloucester, Cornwall, Dorset, Surrey 
and Bedfordshire. 

TOR CATALOGUES PLEASE TELEPHONE M39 772204 


jarrfrd for a tod fa Bfe m ay 

a long ert) phase <3W wM W hrtw time** 

Offices: FT Office* 16/18 Grow Rood South, PCS 3RD 

FOR CATALOGUE 
ENQUIRIES 
PL£AS£ TELEPHONE 

0839772204 



To Let 


CROMWELL 
ESTATE AGENCY 

■5 tednwm luxmylWBSfitotel 
in Windsor Uta, KensmfWL 
sauted near Otympffl. ™ i 
bathrooms, 2 cn pile, 1 
reception, dining room, 
kitchen.. laundry room and 
■anaH patio with garden. 

24 houn’ security and car 
parting facility. 

6 bedroom taunt Hat to Jet in 
Bertdey CocrU London NWJ 
with 4 bathrooms. 2 
receptions, dining room and 
kitchen. 24 boras security. 

Telephone: 

0171 370 6519 or 6520 

ftK 0171 373 8735 


URGE comfortable wd*“5j> 

room h» prol. person. Fiw nay 
week prostarad. 

Pi*na.CaoeoPPtco« flyy BBntl 
BA CS2 Inc. VI 816677277- 

MODERN FOUy TO LET - Sufr 
ronc/esss* itw i«™» 

(Bfl) London. 4 WL * 

unjqw, p««en. tow** 
WHdenMew*- 

saMMhartrtiinflWrtaWfcCreO 

pom. (Inc, flunftief) 01787 
372014. 


Sussex 


Central Brighton 



T*o hediwo period laraccd 
bouse, oiiafic style, 3 mnJfc 
waft torn raihray sWdML 

two parking *£*** 

21' » iy JT lounge/™? | ne 
with e«5i iron li replace and 
parquet flooring. 

Master bedroom 1 4 x U . 
utility room, sash wmdems. =» 
iron hath. sea. 

Prks £1W»0 
Td: 01273 233941 


To advertise in 
this section 
plesase call the 
Property Team 
Ion 0171 293 2302 


| London Property 



Hurt Approved onr Dm 

jurors, oocfrturtsd on tHC 

BdwiMiy popular rood 
dbm to Octmoosi Bridge. 
A EUattarttel Victorian hoiao 

adoring three bedrooms rth 

pamraal tor feta Three 

recapOon rooms, luxury 
Staton, bathroom trim eomsr 

batfi, ground floor doatooooi, 

roof tenaca mtti vtsws 
awards RMroond and tha 

pflLQas carnal tortna 38ft 

appradmatefy rear i-aidon. 
double Mazing, butter alarm, 
original Mamas, ofl street 
pakfeg tor one cat plus 
nektons' on rood pom* 
parting, W *1 waflaig 

dfctonce of txa/ stops. 
nctmond Tom CeXra and 
ftaHoHUPwk 


REDUCED TO SELL 
fiT C3BS.OOO 


0181 892 3033 day 

0181 892 2993 am 

rbc 0181 891 2626 


KEATONS 



ASHFIELD YARD, El 


A ctamnag coach franc 
s' mated in a private terrace 
poly AuT a mile from 

Whdccbapd tube. 

The propertv Is wronged twtT 
3 Icvds ami Icaturcs a vaulted 
cetof. exposed 
bnckworfclnam and east iron 
sprial stairaoc. 

. £185,000 F/HoM 


0181 981 7788 


East Anglia 


fWBE- wxratart pagaM tohwr 
Honwfindar Brocfwro. t«7» 
proporilos Trout Norfolk _A Suf- 
folk, rj*noo to SSWUWQ. T#L 

012M7GSC26 


Ireland 


IRELAND Offers Hurt ruimbor of 
dstfnot end fwwwa on unspoH 
askwy farm. Roman Causeway: 
(too d tinanfitv £900 pern. TO 
01621 788451/768273 F* 01621 
788244. 


Overseas Property 


CANARY ISLANDS, SPAIN, BALEARIC ISLANDS, FRANCE, 
ITALY, GREECE, THE CARIBBEAN, ELBA, CANADA, U^A. 

Otterrog a wrida selection of Developments and Properties far sale 


Nyrae Properties Overseas 


Teh +44 (0) 1 903 732S51 
Fate +44 (0) 1 903 732S54 
E-tnrt: prop erti aa®nyiaB Com 


Propenres, busfawssos, hotels, offices and Investments lor Bale in 40 countries 

CONSULTANTS AND MANAGERS REQUIRED WORLDWIDE 

£3 Msrnbere of The Fedensfon erf Otweew Property Dewtopers. Agents £ Qonsrtvto 

It’s never too Is 
a new life in 

ate to start 
the son! 

VILLAS AND APARTMENTS 
ON MAINLAND STAIN 
FROM £20,000 - 
£200.000+ 

MOfHUU ■ CALPE 
- BBSUXUUf 'JAYEA 

• DBNJA • TORREVTEJA 

• CASTELLOX -/ALOW 

VILLAGE AND 

CO umm- PROPERTIES 
from £15,000 
APARTMENTS 
fiomOBjOOO 

VILLAS 
from £50 MO 

WilmingtonS 
01793 480033 

On 

PHONE 01793 480033 
VT WelmingtonS InternahonaL 

DtSNEY/FLOfitDA Luxury 3 bed, 2 
bu» <AO» ht phta enOng. Homtmd 
pool, ertfo TK Nr Mmris, hens 
rieftno. goft W Olftl 341 671 B. 

Spain 

I. • ■ ■ _ = ■ J 

E — =2i 


2, a, « and 5 Badroomed 

APARTMENTS and DUPLEX 

by tha Wrweryaof 

MarbeHa's Most Exclusive 
BEACH. GOLF and COUNTRY CLUB 

a and 3 Badroomed APAfTTHEHTS^ENTHOUSES 

From only £69£63 • £97,345 Freehold 

1 ,390 Sqh- 2^X38 Sq n 
* f12B RI2 - 183 M2) 

3, 4 and S Bwfcoomad DUPLEX PENTHOUSES 

From only £132£83 - £199,987 freehold 

2,858 Sq II - M63 ft 
(285 m2 - 414 m2) 

(All too. private underground goiaylnf)} 

£140 mflBort invwmwt, 3 nfnw PUERTO BANUS. 
OMtkxAtoe 8th m. 1O0> and IBB FrtMys of GUADAlMflUto 
45 hotas ChampttoaWp Gait; Ctubiwuaa (150 metres!. Beach 


Cfeb* (4 tnlns - private accagg Beach). Lake 12 nitns - cabte 
w#toraMtaa}, itomta and RJdfaig • afl mssn 1,111 acres estfda 
Sboppliw, dWnq, aotar al noianl p-5 mlnsl. Hupc Tbriacaft. 

MariAe floora. erKsJtB oartooms. Luxury 
KKrtons, ga* artraJ tottng. Ffreptaces, Lfts. Cboteaof 
cakNawnnlshH.^hipiaalGanlefta/poaiBiProhiatalaMrioir. 

concVWSa TV/Alarm. 24 hour aacwtty. Groat potaniM 
Captcrf approdafton/RarttaJ rotum. FurrWNng. mamtanance. 

LaUraeMVices Juat 20* depoaR (secured b* Bond 
Quorartae)- and ae»y t*ro». Up to 90% mortgage; — 
Start. AIM) • ftren Housec and vntn. 

Vtsn OUR SHOiVHOMES NOW 
MARBEUA'a BEST VALUE and LOCATION. 

VWBtENO WaPECTION FLK3HTS 
LontonManctoatar/E. MMands 
Tet 01273 888288 (Anytime) 

(Wt +44 1273 686268; Fwr +44 1273 73B2C 


Cos ta Blanca 

ALTEA HILLS 

JUST RELEASED 
3 beds. 2 baths, hn \illas + 
Bpe. Ail bcfliliKincI golf. 
Icndis. mtapnai'v marina. 
EUpcnrarkcts. Hipbea 
spenOcaUon* from 
£1 12,000 mdHdtojpta 
COLOUR BROCHURE 
TEL: 0181 29(9966 


I38T 

New DBeetopmana and F 
In al pnea renau Iff 
- Eriupwa • MlTOMto • Uks 
TT«e Five STRR PROMISE 
* Coda of eases 
t Quatty and value 
• Ws mach our eSMtr needs 


For Artur deaHfc. totoptow 
mTf ja fl MnPrt BITlMBW 


Property 
Advertising 
also appears on 
pages 10 & 12. 


Sell your home for as little as 
£50 per advertisement 

VTHE INDEPENDENT 


INDEPENDENT 

ON SUNDAY 


Advertise your property through the Independent and 
Independent on Sunday's highly successful Property 
GaUery; a marketplace that is tried, tested and works. 

The advertisement appears in the Saturday Ybur Money 
or the Sunday Business sections, Your property will 
appear In the format shown here, with 40 words of 
description complemented by a full colour photograph 
of your home. 

The Cost 

The more advertisements you book, the cheaper the 
cost per ad*.- 

1 x Advertisement costs £95 

2 x Advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 

nil In this coupon and sand payment, a colour photograph and 
up to 40 words of copy to: The Property Tbain, Classified 
Advertising, 19th Floor, Independent Newspaper, 1 Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 SDL 

DeadOm lor receipt of capy/photo k at Iwttt G worUog day* prior to 
publication. Offer open (a private advertisers only, conunerdal 
advertising peehage evefteUe an request. 



Detached family how 
Grade II Listed, large 
reception room, bill w 
4 bed. 2 bath. B^Shfflj^veU 
maintained go^gpl|pf V2 aero. 
Well connref^mKHid und rail. 
Excel tHykcal schools. 

£ 250,000 

Plh&fkTclcphone f Daytime): 

*0171 293 2037 


NAME. 


TELEPHONE (daytime). 
ADDRESS 


1 require 53 S3 S (tick appropriate box) Advertisements) at a total cost of — 
Please enclose a cheque tor this amount made payable to.'News paper Publishing Pic’ 
or till in your VisayAccess^Amex/Dhwrs Club details: 

CREDIT CARD MOl 1 I 1 I 1 11 1 I I 1 L I Mill EXPIRY DATE 

SIGNATURE 


For advise or more information please call The Property Team’ 
on 0171-293 2343 or 0171-293 2302 
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Hot Spot 

ACTON, WEST LONDON 


THKF.F. TO VIEW: 

FOR BIO SPENDERS 
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Poets should apply to buy now 


A cton wasn’t al- 
ways a bedroom 
community for 
people whose 
first, second and 
third choices 
were Chiswick, Ealing and 
Hammi»rgmit-h In the 1800S 
and lasting into the present cen- 
tury, Acton was convenient for 
workers in various industries 
which, thanks to local wells, 
came to include more than 200 
hand laundries. Then, it was 
known as Soapsuds Island. 

Now, “Acton is a place you 
drive through unless you have 
business here,” says Nicola 
Liddiard, manager at estate 
agent Rolfe East “It’s a step- 
ping stone, Ybung couples sell 
flats in Ealing and Chiswick, 
buy in Acton, then when they 
have children move back to 
Ealing or Chiswick because of 
the schools.” 

But for certain groups the 
schools here are the hire, such 
as the King Fahad Academy on 
Bromyard Avenue, the Japan- 
ese school on Creffield Road, 
the Greek Embassy School on 
Pierrepoint Road, and the Bar- 
bara Speake Stage School on 
East Acton Lane. 

Ms Liddiard recommends 
leafy Acton Town and Poets’ 
Cornet; and the often-over- 
looked but money-making 
homes around the South Acton 
Estate Hie Goldsmiths Alms- 
houses on East Churchfield 
are particularly picturesque. 

Enjoying a degree of credi- 
bility unusual for an estate 

flgfrnfr Tarn S htnft nf B usheHs has 

put his nxmey where his mouth 
is in recommending Acton; he 
recently bought a house in 
Poets’ Corner "It has easy 
access to central London and 
to lovely restaurants in 
Chiswick, and the council is 
regenerating the High Street” 
Road pedestrianisation and 


^- 1tnge 

i ✓ Ur 7 \ sot*5. 

Poet's 

FI comer : 


c/^o nfc, j 

- 



tree planting are included in the 
Conservation Area Partner- 
ship in volv in g Ealing Council, 
English Heritage and the 
Heritage Lottery FYmd. Grants 
are available to repair and ren- 
ovate buildings of historical 
and architectural interest, in- 
cluding shopfronts. 

When Tony Carey lived in 
Acton in the Seventies, “I could 
buy a house in Acton instead of 
a fiat elsewhere.” Now a prop- 
erty developer whose High 
Street flats. Coopers Gate, are 
nearing completion, he is at- 
tracted to the area for the same 
reason: 'Acton represents good 
value, so we could afford to buy 
and build and offer excellent 
value. Our flats would cost 30 
per cent more in Chiswick, 
Shepherd’s Bush or E aling ." 

Prices are currentfy stable, 
but the long-term future looks 
h uffish. Mr Stone says that, 
until the recent slowdown, 
Acton enjoyed above-average 
price increases of approxi- 
mately 25 per cent over toe pre- 
vious 18 months. 

The sti gmata typifying gen- 
trifi cation - growing numbers 
of German automobiles, a 
Korean restaurant at Cooper’s 
Gale -are beginning to appear. 
Critical mass will eventually 
be readied, and then buyers 
will begin to choose Acton for 
itself alone and not its presti- 
gious neighbours. 



OFFERS over film will 

put you in with a 

chance to buy the Old 
Rectory at Doynton, 
near Bath in Glouces- 
tershire, a Grade II- 
listed house priced at 
considerably more 
than the average vicar 
could afford. But two 
reverends have lived 
in the house, indu- . _ „ .. • • . 

dine the 25-vear old Rector Lotus Balfour-CluUerback 
in547. The* Church soW the three-reception, six- 
bedroom house in 1939. 

Hie current owners have completely renovated the 
Georgian house, standing in three acres of gardens 
and grounds, including walled garden, paddocks and 
outbuildings which have been converted into three 
offices. Details from Knight Frank (01285 679771). 







NUMBER 46 Upper Mall, on the b anks of the Thames, a 
quarter of a mile up-river Grom 
Hammersmith Bridge, will 
also set a buyer bock film- 
phis. The four-storey; four- 
bedroom Victorian house has 
two reception rooms, 
including a first-floor drawing 
room, and two kitchens. . 
because it is currently laid out 
: to provide a separate one- 
bedroom apartment on the 
ground floor As it needs some 
modernisation and the garden 
i is small, the price reflects the 
views from all the main rooms - and a good-size 
I gamp* under the house - rather than any ritzy decor. 

| Details from Hamptons (0181 940 0070). 


Sun 


24-carat Acton... one of the Goldsmiths Almshouses 


Emma Boam 


the low-down 


Prices: House sizes and styles vary 
enormously. In Poets’ Corner; £350,000 
buys three or six bedrooms. Tvo-bedroom 
converted flats range from £100,000 to 
£150,000. At Cooper’s Gate, £99,950 buys 
one bedroom and £132,950 gets two. Un- 
derground parking and CCTV are in- 
cluded with every flat 


edges of Acton. Acton Central is on the Shopping: “Lousy,” is Ms Liddiard’s 
Norte London line, a semi-circular won- verdict Safeway and Homebase are the 
der between Richmond and Vfeolwich. biggest, and the only, draws. 


Council Tax: Band A on £429 and Band 
H on £1^86 put Ealing at tee low end for 
London council tax. 


Transport: Buses on Uxbridge Road 
link Acton to Ealing and Shepherd’s 
Bush, and North Acton (Central Line) and 
Acton Town stations (District) are on tee 


ROBERT LlEBMAN 


Poets’ Corner: Shakespeare, Milton, 
Chaucer; Cowper and Goldsmith roads 
are in Poets’ Comer; tee latter referring 
not to Oliver but to tee Worshipful Com- 
pany of Goldsmiths 


Outdoors: Acton contains many small 
parks and recreation grounds and is 
equidistant between Gunnersbury Pari: 
and Wormwood Scrubs. Golf, tennis, 
swimming and bowls are handy. 


Estate agents: Bush ells, 0181-993 6767; 
Rolfe East 0181-993 7755; Cooper’s Gate 
0181 896 9828. 


YOU GET more space for your million in Overton, 
Hampshire. Here it will 
buy Turrill House, a 
period five-bedroom 
house with an inter- 
connecting three- 
bedroom cottage. The 
River Test is one of its 
boundaries - although 
it doesn’t have fishing 
rights -and it comes 

with more than five acres of gardens. Just over a mile 
from the railway station (London is 55 miles away), it 
has been decorated inside and out, and has a kitchen 
with oak units and two-oven Aga, a 28ft drawing room, 
study breakfast room and cellar. The gardens includes 
vegetable garden, tennis court and spring-fed lakes. 
Details from Hill & Morrison (01256 702892). 

Rosalind Russell 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


BIX: 0171 293 2505 


New Homes 
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Harrods 
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a new lifestyle awaits 
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APARTMENTS FROM £265,000 TO £490,000 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL OUR MARKETING SUITE 0181 741 7401 

OPSM DAILY - 10AM - SPFfl HARRODS VILLAGE, BARNES, LONDON SW13 






INVMTMZWT SALES 



HARRODS ESTATES 

1-EJU 0171. 893 8933 


homes v^, 

QUALITY TO APPRECIATE 





















